“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Registration
Register Early: Space is Limited

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Make Check Payable to Brandeis University for $155
Send to: Interim Programs, BOLLI, MS 085
Rabb School, Brandeis University
Waltham, MA 02454-9110
OR
Contact: 781-736-2992 or Email callman@brandeis.edu

If you are not a BOLLI member, please tell us if you are:
O A BUNWC Member?
O A Brandeis Alum?
O How you heard about the program?

SEPARATION
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CHURCH and STATE
Is It Threatened?

Faculty
Jeffrey B. Abramson, Ph.D., J.D.

Professor of Law and Politics
Brandeis University

June 12 - June 16
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
@ Brandeis University

Sponsored in part by a gift from the
Werner Dannheisser Testamentary Trust



]effrey B. Abramson is the Louis Stulberg
Distinguished Professor of Law and Politics at
Brandeis University.

He teaches political theory and law, including
courses on civil liberties, constitutional law and
the history of political thought. He holds a Ph.D.
from Harvard College and a J.D. from Harvard
Law School. His most recent book, We, the Jury: the
Jury System and the Ideal of Democracy, was
published by Harvard University Press in 2000.
His other publications include Postmortem: The
O.]J. Simpson Case: Justice Confronts Race, Gender,
Lawyers, Money, and the Media (Basic Books,
1996); and Liberation and its Limits: The Moral
and Political Thought of Freud (Free Press, 1984).

Professor Abramson has served as law clerk to the
late Rose Bird, Chief Justice of the California
Supreme Court, and has been an assistant district
attorney and special assistant attorney general in
Massachusetts.

In this course, we will explore key issues regarding
the separation of church and state in the United
States and abroad. Among the issues to be studied
are:

¢ Disputes in the public schools regarding
school prayer, the teaching of evolution, and
the wearing of religious garb

¢ Use of taxpayer money to provide for school
vouchers that pay the tuition costs at a
religious sponsored school.

¢ The Danish controversy regarding
publication of cartoons of the Prophet
Mohammed: when does free speech cross the
line into religious harassment, slur, or
insult??

¢ The role religious hate literature plays in
terrorism and other acts of racial and
religious violence.

¢ Are there limits to religious tolerance?
Mormons and polygamy; Christian Scientists
and medicine; fundamentalism and the
treatment of women

¢ When can the government display religious
symbols such as the Christmas tree, nativity
scene, Menorah, or Crescent in public places?






