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American Foreign Policy at the Crossroads 
The Obama Administration is rethinking most facets of America's foreign policy after the Bush 
administration and is changing many of that administration's policies.  

• How much can it change things?  
• How constraining are the realities governing America's foreign policy?  
• What can we realistically expect of the new initiatives?  
 

This course will provide a framework for understanding the current choices the United States must 
make and the constraints within which it is operating.  Topics covered include:  

(1) The Grand Choices for the United States 
(2) United States - China relations  
(3) The United States and the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict  
(4) The United States and Iran  
(5) The United States and the Global Economy 

 

Robert J. Art is Christian A. Herter Professor of International Relations at Brandeis University. He 
teaches international relations, specializing in national security affairs and American foreign policy. 
He is a senior advisor at the Security Studies Program at MIT and director of its Seminar XXI 
Program.  Professor Art received his B.A. from Columbia College in 1964 (summa cum laude) and 
his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1968. He has received grants from Center for International 
Affairs at Harvard University, Council on Foreign Relations, Guggenheim Foundation, Ford 
Foundation, United States Institute of Peace, and Century Foundation.  In 2006, he received the 
Distinguished Scholar Award for Lifetime Achievement from the International Studies Association.    
 

Professor Art is a former member of the Secretary of Defense’s Long Range Planning Staff (1982) 
and a former Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Brandeis (1977-1983). He 
consulted for the Central Intelligence Agency, and is currently a faculty associate of the National 
Intelligence Council (NIC).  He has written extensively in scholarly journals, lectured at numerous 
universities, research institutes and many U.S. military and foreign institutions.  He has written the 
following books:  The TFX Decision:  McNamara and the Military (1968); A Grand Strategy for America 
(2003) – a finalist for the Arthur B. Ross Award of the Council on Foreign Relations; and America’s 
Grand Strategy and World Politics (2009). He co-edited (and contributed to) the following books:  
Reorganizing America’s Defense (1985); U.S. Foreign Policy:  the Search for a New Role (1993); The United 
States and Coercive Diplomacy (2003); Democracy and Counterterrorism (2007); International Politics: 
Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Problems, and The Use of Force. 

 
REGISTRATION: American Foreign Policy at the Crossroads 

(Space is limited. Please register soon. Seminar takes place June 8-12, 9:30 am -12:30 pm) 
Make check payable for $185 to Brandeis University.  Send registration and check to: 

Rapaporte Seminar: Brandeis at BOLLI, MS 085, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 02454-9110 
 

Name______________________________________________Email_______________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________________________Phone____________________  
 

Questions? Contact Mary Ann Sliwa 781-736-2175 or masliwa@brandeis.edu 
If you are not a BOLLI member, please tell us if you are:  

 A BUNWC Member? 
 A Brandeis Alum?  
 Or, how you heard about the program? 


