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Figure 18. “Very Much” Connected to Israel: Estimated Probability  

 
 
Figure 19. “Very Much” Connected to Worldwide Jewish Community: Estimated Probability  
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Taglit-Birthright Israel also had large effects 
on participants’ sense of connection to the 
worldwide Jewish community (Figure 19). 
Once again, in the most recent cohort, the 
level of connection for nonparticipants was 
lower, but the effect of the program did not 
differ significantly between cohorts (as can be 
seen by the virtually identical odds ratios for 
the three cohorts). 

The effect of the trip on sense of connection to 
the respondent’s local Jewish community was 

more modest, and showed no appreciable trend 
over time (Figure 20). Taglit-Birthright Israel 
participants did score higher than 
nonparticipants, but only by a few percentage 
points for each cohort. 

Participation in Taglit-Birthright Israel was 
associated with a greater sense of connection 
to Jewish history (Figure 21). Once again, the 
impact of the program did not differ 
significantly between cohorts.  

Figure 20. “Very Much” Connected to Local Jewish Community: Estimated Probability  
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Figure 21: “Very Much” Connected to Jewish History: Estimated Probability  
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Family 
 
Program participants were more likely to 
indicate a desire to establish a Jewish family, 
with the largest impact observed in the 
importance placed on raising Jewish children 
(Figure 23). Participants were also more likely 
to report that marrying a Jew was important 

(Figure 22). There were no significant 
differences between cohorts. Orthodox 
respondents were omitted from these analyses 
due to lack of variance; virtually all Orthodox 
respondents reported that it was very 
important to them to marry a Jew and raise 
Jewish children. 

Figure 22. Importance of Marrying a Jew: Estimated Probability 

Note: Non-Orthodox respondents only. 
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Figure 23. Importance of Raising Jewish Children: Estimated Probability 

Note: Non-Orthodox respondents only.  
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the effect of Taglit-Birthright Israel was 
mostly confined to further increasing the level 
of participation of those who already attended 
Hillel relatively frequently. In the two most 
recent cohorts, the program seemed to have 
increased participation in Hillel regardless of 
previous levels of attendance. In addition, 
participation in Taglit-Birthright Israel 
appeared to have had little short-term impact 
on participation in Jewishly themed “cultural” 
activities such as listening to Jewish/Israeli 
music or visiting Jewish/Israeli websites and/or 
blogs.9 

The effect of participation in Taglit-Birthright 
Israel had a less consistent effect on 
participation in other kinds of activities. 
Winter participants were significantly less 
likely to report attending an activity at a 
synagogue than were nonparticipants, while 

the relationship was reversed in the summer 
cohort. It is unclear why this should be the 
case. Participation in the program was not 
associated with meaningful differences in 
frequency of attending events sponsored by 
Jewish federations, Chabad, or other Jewish 
organizations. 

Ritual Practice 
 
Participation in Taglit-Birthright Israel also 
has moderate effects on Jewish observance. 
Participants were more likely to have a special 
meal on Shabbat (Figure 25) and light 
Shabbat candles (Figure 26). This effect 
appeared to be roughly constant across all 
three cohorts. The association between having 
a special meal for Shabbat and participation 
on Taglit-Birthright Israel is consistent with 
previous research (Saxe et al., 2004). 

Figure 24. Participation in Hillel Activities: Estimated Probability  
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Bus Learning 
Thinking about this trip, HOW MUCH did you learn about... 

Israeli culture and lifestyle? 
Jewish history? 

Jewish customs and practices? 
The Arab-Israeli conflict? 
Modern Israeli history? 
Israeli social problems? 

Israel's landscape/natural environment? 
Your own Jewish identity? 

 
BRI 16 
. loevH polrnisrcult polrnjewhist polrnjewcust polrnaicflct polrnisrhist polrnisrsoc polrnisrenv 
polrnownjewid, pair  
                                  Observed    Expected 
                    Difficulty     Guttman     Guttman    Loevinger 
Item          Obs      P(Xj=0)      errors      errors      H coeff 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
polrnisrcult  5984      0.0000        8390    16536.64      0.49264 
polrnjewhist  5984      0.0000        9590    19126.84      0.49861 
polrnjewcust  5984      0.0000       11587    21589.41      0.46330 
polrnaicflct  5984      0.0000       11815    21785.36      0.45766 
polrnisrhist  5984      0.0000        9511    18829.88      0.49490 
polrnisrsoc   5984      0.0000       11117    21390.63      0.48029 
polrnisrenv   5984      0.0000        8486    14571.73      0.41764 
polrnownjewid 5984      0.0000       12298    21619.58      0.43116 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Scale         5984                   41397    77725.04      0.46739 
 
BRI 17 
. loevH polrnisrcult polrnjewhist polrnjewcust polrnaicflct polrnisrhist polrnisrsoc polrnisrenv 
polr 
> nownjewid, pair  
                                  Observed    Expected 
                    Difficulty     Guttman     Guttman    Loevinger 
Item          Obs      P(Xj=0)      errors      errors      H coeff 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
polrnisrcult  6373      0.0000       10341    19012.68      0.45610 
polrnjewhist  6373      0.0000       11773    21171.89      0.44393 
polrnjewcust  6373      0.0000       13144    23529.38      0.44138 
polrnaicflct  6373      0.0000       14122    24055.55      0.41294 
polrnisrhist  6373      0.0000       10873    20088.89      0.45876 
polrnisrsoc   6373      0.0000       13169    23726.09      0.44496 
polrnisrenv   6373      0.0000       10554    16643.29      0.36587 
polrnownjewid 6373      0.0000       15124    24530.85      0.38347 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Scale         6373                   49550    86379.31      0.42637 
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Figure B1. Bus Average Perceptions of Bus Environment for summer 2007  
and winter 2007-08 trips  
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