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 WOMEN, THE ENVIRONMENT AND JUSTICE:


             Voices of Reason, Compassion and Power

             Tues, Fri, 1:40-3 pm

Spring 2007






Friedland 216
Laura Goldin





goldin@brandeis.edu, x63075

Office Hours: Thurs 1:30-5 or by appt


           “Open Door Always” 
This course focuses on the profound and unique roles that women have played in protecting and enhancing the natural environment and human health.  We will explore a range of environmental and environmental health issues from the perspective of women, families and communities; and learn about some of the key strides toward improving our environment in which women have been the driving force.  We will also examine environmental challenges particular to poor and other historically disempowercd communities. Our view of “environment “will be an expansive one.
This course will include a significant “Community Engaged Learning” component.  We will become involved first-hand with many of the topics studied through field trips and visiting speakers, discussions with the stakeholders, field observation, writing and reflection. The students also will collaborate directly as a class with WATCH, a Waltham community partner organization confronting, among other things, local environmental justice issues. In addition, each student will plan and conduct at least one out-of-class individual or team environmental activity with one of our local community partner organizations to provide real assistance to the community in its efforts. (Opportunities will be identified.)
Required Texts 

1) Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, (Houghton Mifflin, 1962) (preferably the edition that includes introduction by former V.P. Al Gore.)

2) Jonathan Harr, A Civil Action, (Vintage Books, 1996) 

3) Richard Hofrichter, ed, Toxic Struggles, (University of Utah Press, 2002)

4) All materials on webct

Recommended texts (some on webct; books available in library): 

Carolyn Merchant, Earthcare: Women and the Environment, (Routledge, 1995)

Karen J. Warren, ed., Ecological Feminist Philosophies, (Indiana University, 1996) (paperback)


Theo Colborn, et al., Our Stolen Future

Sandra Steingraber, Living Downstream (Addison Wesley, 1997) and Having Faith
Course Requirements:
Papers and assignments: 5o%

Class contribution, including participation in discussions and reflection activities, presentations, community project work, attendance: 50% 
*That page was once a tree!  In order to minimize environmental impact, please submit all  papers on pre-used paper or print double-sided.  Also minimize paper use if you feel you need to printing out webct materials.    (Hard copies of papers and assignments are required, however.) 

Additional Notes:

If you are a student with a documented disability at Brandeis University and if you wish to request a reasonable accommodation for this class, please see me immediately.  Please keep in mind that reasonable accommodations are not provided retroactively. 

You are expected to be honest in all your academic work.  The University policy on academic honesty is set forth in the Rights and Responsibilities handbook.  Instances of alleged dishonesty will be forwarded to the Office of Campus Life for possible referral to the Student Judicial System.  Potential sanctions include failure in the course and suspension from the University.  If you have any questions about my expectations, please ask.

Course Structure and Topics:
January 16
Introduction:  Why Women? (So, what happened to the men?)

Community engaged learning and student responsibilities and opportunities.

January 19
Role of Women in Environmental Understanding and Protection: Relationship to feminist and other social change movements, eco-feminism, special role of women in protecting and responding to the natural environment. 

Readings: 1) On webct in Section 1: Earthcare, ch 7: “Women & the Env. Movement”;  Ecological Feminist Philosophies: “Loving Your Mother”;
Toxic Struggles, ch. 5: “Creating a Culture of Destruction.”
January 23 
Rachel Carson: Sounding the Alarm
Readings:  Silent Spring (Must read and be prepared for discussion Jan 23!)
January 26
Rachel Carson, continued

Readings on webct: Environmental Politics and Policy Ch 7: “A Regulatory Thicket”; others. 

Rachel Carson writing: Due February 6.
January 30

Our Waltham Community
Meeting community partners: Student Project Opportunities with YMCA, Kids Club, women’s shelters, Public Health Commission and others.  

Feb 2, 5, 6

Waltham: Poverty, Race, Housing, and Community Self-sufficiency.

Feb 2:  Housing Advocate Lori Liggins-Majette and Executive Director Alex Matthews of WATCH, with Director Giselle Spears of Sandra’s Lodge shelter.
Readings: on webct
**Feb 5, 6:30 -9 pm.  Interviewing women of Sandra’s Lodge

Feb 6:  Class debriefing and breakout groups.
Writing challenge: Letters to Editor, Due Feb 13.

February 9,13
The Search for Environmental Justice: seeking equality across race, class, ethnicity and gender. 
Feb 9: The “Women of ACE”: guest from Alternatives for Community & Environment (ACE) in Roxbury.

Readings: on webct, including NE “Unequal Exposure”study, Principles of Environmental Justice, articles, etc.; and Toxic Struggles, ch. 2: “Anatomy of Environmental Racism”

Feb 13

African Women: A Force in Ecological Preservation Sustainable Development

Visiting speaker, Dr. Mohamed Bakarr, Assistant Director General of the World Agroforestry Centre, Nairobi, Kenya.*
Readings: on webct, including Wangari Maatthia article and chapters from her recently published memoir, Unbowed 
*also speaking on Feb 14, 5-6:30 pm, Shapiro Center Theater : Saving Species,    Saving Lives: Balancing Biodiversity and Human Needs in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Feb.16:  Field trip to ACE and Neighborhood “Toxic Tour.” Attendance required.
February break
Feb. 27: Environmental Justice, cont’d,  CLASS PROJECT DAY

March 2: Environment and the Workplace: 

Occupational health; industry policies and women’s reproductive health; controls on chemical exposure and work restrictions.  

Guest speaker: Dr. James Stewart, Harvard School of Public Health, 

“Reproductive Health Study in the Semiconductor Industry”.

Readings:  on webct:  Workplace exposure articles and Johnson Controls U.S. Supreme Court decision (in 2 parts. As you read, try to identify the issues and “gist” of the court’s decision) 

March 6, 9, 13, 16
Environment and the Law: 
Using legal tools (laws and regulations, “toxic tort” lawsuits) to advance women’s environmental and environmental health interests.

Readings: A Civil Action (Must complete book and be ready for discussion on March 6!)

March 9-Visitors: The Mothers of Woburn Donna Robbins and Mary Toomey, along with attorney Kevin Conway.  
March 13-- Site tour: W.R. Grace plant and other Woburn hazardous waste sites, Wells G&H, affected neighborhoods. Readings: Civil Action readings on webct, including Mass. Department of Public Health’s “Woburn Leukemia Follow-Up Study.”

March 16: Film Showing: excerpts from “Erin Brockovitch.”
Civil Action paper due  March 30
March 20, 23, 27, *28 (teach-in), 30 

To Be Announced.   
Tentative: March 20: Reflection and taking stock.

March 23, 27, 30*: Student presentations.  Possible topics: community engagement reports, women’s health exposure issues, women of valor, America’s “third world” communities. *Note the event on March 28, below.  One of the scheduled classes will likely be dropped in order to compensate.
*March 28, 4:30-7:30 pm: “Social Justice Begins at Home: Building Brandeis-Waltham Community Partnerships” Required attendance
April 10: Women’s Bodies, Toxic Exposures: Women Taking Charge

Special Guest Speaker: Judy Norsigian, Executive Director, Our Bodies Ourselves (previously, the Boston Women’s Health Collective)

Readings: on webct, including excerpts from Our Bodies Ourselves, Living Downstream and Our Stolen Future.  

April 13: Toxic Medicine:  The Case of DES

Film:  “A Healthy Baby Girl”: testimony of a “DES daughter 

(Manufacturing with toxins: the case of vinyl  
“Blue Vinyl: A Toxic Comedy” –Plastics and Cancer Alley.)
April 17: Visit by Award-winning filmmaker and activist Judith Helfand
*Evening Movie Showing and talk. 
April 20, 24, 27: 
To Be Announced 

Tentative: Access to Nature
April 20: Field trip and workday with Boston Nature Center: bringing the natural world to the inner city. 
April 24: Drumlin Farm nature center: a suburban contrast.
April 27: Reflection
May 1: Final class

*Final paper: Due May 11
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