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Bel ow you will find a short |ist of exercises and assignnents
that Witing Programfaculty here at Virginia Tech have used
successfully in their first-year witing courses to help students
devel op their oral presentation skills.

. As an initial experience early in the senester, divide the
students into pairs. Have theminterview their partners
(you can provide a |ist of specific questions from which
t hey nust choose four to ask, for exanple) and take sone
qui ck notes. Then, have the students stand and orally
i ntroduce their partners.

. As another early icebreaker, have two or three students a
day do short, informal presentations in which they discuss
what training and experiences (good or bad) they have

al ready had in maki ng speeches or oral presentations.

. Have the students take turns reading their own witing
aloud in class, whether to their small group workshop
partners or to the whole class. Help them make eye cont act
and pay attention to the volunme and quality of their voices
whil e reading. This can be done with freewiting, journal
assi gnnents, workshop drafts, and final drafts of major

assi gnnent s.

. Have the students take turns reading the professional text
bei ng studied (the essay, the poem the short story, etc.)
aloud in class. Help them nake eye contact and pay
attention to the volune and quality of their voices while
r eadi ng.

. Have small groups of students do an interpretive, dramatic
readi ng of the professional text being studied in class.
Encourage themto use props, costunes, backdrops, and
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musi cal acconpani nent.

. Have the students take turns dramatically reciting poens or
song lyrics they have nenori zed.

. Have smal |l groups or individual students present short
grammar | essons, such as "How to Recogni ze and Fi x Comma

Splices.”

. Have the students freewite in class (in response to a
guestion on the reading, for instance). Next, have them
| ook over their conpleted freewiting and jot down two or
three keywords fromthat freewiting on a notecard. Then
call on individuals to present orally the findings from
their freewiting using only the keywords on their
not ecards as pronpts.

. After conpleting a formal witing assignnent, have the
students present the content of their papers orally. This
wor ks both for small, informal kinds of presentations based
on shorter papers and for |arge, formal kinds of

presentati ons based on senester-|long research projects.

. Have the students present their research narratives: that
i's, have each student tell the story of her research
process itself, rather than orally present the content of
her paper. As a student devel ops his story about "what
happened to ne while on the way to finding answers to this
gquestion of mne," urge himto focus on one particul ar
source that was of singular inportance or interest and to
anal yze how and why this one particul ar source was

especi al | y nmeani ngful .

. After giving them guidelines about what to do and what not
to do, have a student or a small group of students
facilitate a whole class discussion of the text or issue at
hand for ten to fifteen m nutes.

. Divide the class into two equal parts. For the first half
of the class, have the first group conduct a formal,
sem nar-intensity conversation on a subject of your choice
for 25 mnutes while the second group | ooks on silently as
t he audi ence. Be sure the speaking group understands that
you will be silent, too, and they will be on their own.
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After a short break, have the groups switch roles.

. Have the students take turns presenting a brief
i ntroduction to the reading for the day. This m ght be a
short bi ography of the professional witer, an enuneration
of the questions the student has about the reading, or a
di scussi on of what aspects of the reading the student found

nost surprising or intriguing, for instance.

. Have the students do oral presentations in which they apply
one of the course's secondary readings to a prinmary text
and di scuss the rel ationship(s) between the texts. Question

and answer sessions can follow, if you Ilike.

. Have a different student each day start class with an ora
synthesis of the previous day's discussion and a question
or two to get us started on the day's reading. This could

be a two-m nute inpronptu delivered frombrief notes.

. During small group discussion sessions, have group nenbers
jot down their best ideas to share with the class; at the
end of the discussion period, have one nenber from each
group present the group’s findings. Later in the senester,
gi ve each group an overhead transparency on which to record
its best ideas; at the end of the session, have one nenber
fromeach group stand in front of the class and use the

overhead to present the group's findings.

. Separate the students into groups of five. In each group,
one person makes an oral presentation while the renaining
four group nenbers each critique one elenent of the
presenter's performance: one eval uates the speaker’s
content, another her voice, another her eye contact, and
the | ast her gestures and stance. Each group nenber takes a
turn speaking, and the evaluating group nmenbers rotate as
well so that each person gets a change to critique all four
of the el enents.
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