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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

This past year was an exciting one for
thc LALS Program. It is a pleasure to recog-
nize the hard work of our constituencies,
including benefactors, students, faculty, and
alumni not only in promoting awareness of
the Latin American and Latino world, but
for continuing their commitment to justice,
fairness, and co-existence. The initiative of
understanding the Latino/a history of Wal-
tham and of creating synergies with our
disenfranchised next-door neighbors, led by
Professor Arrom, is a major highlight of
such a commitment. So is the work done by
our students and alumni in many classrooms
and communities throughout the continent.

In a world of perpetual transformations,
sur Program is like a microcosm of what
surrounds us on a larger scale. We are ex-
cited by the arrival of Ronnie Perelis, our
new faculty member who specializes in 16-
century trans-Atlantic studies. We are sad-
“iened by the departure of three of our col-
leagues: Roxanne Dévila, Marisol Negroén,
and Angela Pérez-Mejia. Their passion for
teaching left a deep mark on us and an
exemplar to follow, and we wish them the
best in their future enterprises. The apt run-
ning of the day-to-day challenges of the
Program was possible thanks to the efforts
of Marilyn Brooks.

Faculty and students alike, we all look
forward to a productive academic year.

Javier Urcid
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CLASS PROJECT AIDS WALTHAM LATINOS

Fourteen students, led by Silvia Arrom (History), produced a bro-
chure to inform Waltham’s Latino community about local resources
that are available to them. The students were members of the fall 2007
History 171b Latino/a History class. Amigos, written in Spanish, lists
both public and private organizations that aid immigrants with language
classes, health care, housing, immigration, and credit issues, among
other topics. One thousand copies of the four-color brochure were
distributed throughout the city.

Amigos was part of a class research program under the auspices of
the Brandeis Community-Engaged Learning initiative that seeks to
build bridges between the university and the local community. “There
is an academic component and a benefit to the community as well; it’s
a sharing of resources to have both come out better in the end,” said
Rachel Kleinbaum ’08, the CEL fellow for the class. Eight Waltham
Latino community leaders were interviewed for the project, which
traced the history of their community since the 1940s. The 2000 U.S.
Census shows that 8.5% of the city’s 60,000 residents self-identify as
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Members of the class with the mockup of the Amigos brochure



LALS EVENTS AT BRANDEIS, 2007-08

WILSON VALENTIN (Sociology and American Studies,
Hampshire College): “Freedomland at the New Rican Vil-
lage: Latin Jazz Music, Bodega Surrealists, and the Mak-
ing of a Latino Avant-Garde Arts Scene,” September 21.

MELANIE KINGSLEY (Anthropology, 2007 Jane’s
Travel Grant recipient): “In Search of Nito: Preliminary
Survey of Southeastern Guatemala,” October 1.

ACTING TOGETHER ON THE WORLD STAGE:
SETTING THE SCENE FOR PEACE/ACTUANDO
JUNTOS: TRABAJANDO POR LA PAZ EN EL
ESCENARIO MUNDIAL (conference): Workshop on
“Creative Use of the Object,” October 4; workshop on
“Storytelling and Gender Justice in Waltham,” Ana
Correa and Augusto Casafranca of the Yuyachkani
Group, October 5; performances of Rosa Cuchillo, by
Ana Correa, October 5 and 6; performance of Adios
Ayacucho, October 7.

BETSY MARZAHN-RAMOS (Anthropology, 2007
Jane’s Travel Grant recipient): “Style, Affiliation, and
Regional Political Dynamics: Small Classic Maya Sites in
the Usumacinta River Region,” October 8.

HANNAH RAMER °’08 (2007 Jane’s Travel Grant re-
cipient): “A Unique Approach to Rural Development and
Conservation: A Community Farm Project in Coastal
Ecuador,” October 15.

MIGUEL LUCIANO (artist): “Boricua Pop: Puerto Rican
Folklore and American Consumer Fantasy,” October 17.

OLOGUNDE: AN AFRO-BRAZILIAN MUSIC AND
DANCE CONCERT (performance): Dance workshop,
October 19; concert, October 20.

SOL Y CANTO (concert): “Noche De Muertos: Wel-
coming Our Ancestors Home,” November 2.

MRINALINI TANKHA (Anthropology, 2007 Jane’s
Travel Grant recipient): “Touring Money: Uses and
Meanings of Currency in 21*-Century Cuba,” November
8.

LATINO/A HISTORY CLASS (panel): “Community
Night Agenda,” November 15.

JEFF ARAK ’07 (filmmaker): “Los Con Voz”/“Those
With Voice,” screening and presentation, November 28.

MARIA POLINSKY (Linguistics, Harvard University):
“What Does It Take to be a Native Speaker, Especially
When You Didn’t Fully Learn Your First Language?”
November 29.

2007 ETHICS CENTER FELLOWS (panel including
RAMON DE DESUS ’08 and RACHEL KLEINBAUM
’08): “Unpacking: Six Journeys Towards Understanding
Communities Around The Warld,” December 10.

IBRAHIM SUNDIATA (AAAS/History): “Race and Eth-
nicity, Religion, Gender, or Sexual Orientation as Teach-
ing Issues,” focus on race and ethnicity, February 14.

FAITH SMITH (AAAS/English): “Tuesday With Pro-
fessor Faith Smith,” March 4.

jAHORA! (Brandeis Hispanic/Latino club): “Colombia,
A Country Rich in Culture: The Good, The Bad, The
Ugly,” March 5.

SARITA BHALOTRA (Heller School), William Mc-
Donald (Anthropology), and DONALD SHEPARD (Hel-
ler School): “The Challenge of Global Health,” March 6.

DEBORAH JENSON (French, University of Wisconsin):
“Napoleon in the Colonies: The (Anti) Empire of Jean-
Jacques Dessalines,” March 11.

KATIE KELLY-HANKIN *08 and HANNAH RAMER
’08 (2008 Jane’s Travel Grant recipients): “Choosing
Sides: The High Stakes for a Small Ecuadorian Com-
munity in a Long-Term Mining Conflict,” March 13.

JENNY ALEXANDER (filmmaker), JOHN WILLSHIRE
CARRERA (director/attorney), and AMARO J. LARIA
(psychologist): “Enforcing Immigration Laws: Who Pays
the Price?” April 2. ‘

BRANDEIS HILLEL: “Pasando por la Puerta: Hillel’s
Alternative Spring Break in Honduras,” April 3.

RACHEL KLEINBAUM ’08 (2008 Jane’s Travel Grant
recipient): “The Guatemalan Labor Movement,” April 10.

SOL Y CANTO (concert): “Afro-Latin Songs and
Rhythms,” April 13.

RONNIE PERELIS (Hispanic Studies): “‘Los Peregrinos
de las Indias Occidentales’: Early Modem Crypto-
Judaism in its Transatlantic Context,” April 15.

CARIBBEAN CONNEXION WEEK OPENING CERE-
MONY: April 30.

FOUNDATION FOR INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
RELIEF OF CHILDREN (2008 Jane’s Travel Grant
recipient): “Heal the World: A Journey into the Health of
Alajuelita, Costa Rica,” May 1.

LATIN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL

Fernande Rosenberg (Romance Studies) presented
this year’s Latin American Film Festival as part of his



Global Latin American Film class. The films shown were
Diario de motocicleta/Motorcycle Diaries, Before Night
Falls, Maria, llena eres de gracia/Maria Full of Grace,
and Cidade de Deus/ City of God.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

jAHORA! celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month from
September 17 through October 24 with the theme “Build-
ing Bridges: A través del Arte, el Diadlogo, y la Accién.”
Charley Ferrer, sexologist and author of Latina Kama
Sutra, was the keynote speaker and led a workshop
entitled “Sex Ed: The Things Mami Didn’t Mention.”
Other events during the month were the “Latin Beach
Party”; “Take A Look Inside,” stories of Latino migration
to the United States; “Latinos: Different Colors, Flavors,
and Religions”; “Latino Comedy Fest”; the 2007 Main
Event, a night of dancing, music, acting; “Latin Night @
The Stein”; “Hands in HANDS,” a day of activities with
children from Waltham; and the Closing Ceremony.

'STUDY ABROAD

T-venty-six Brandeis students studied in Latin Amer-
ica during 2007-08. They attended universities in Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru.

SENIORS WIN JANE’S ESSAY PRIZE

Katie Kelly-Hankin 08 and Hannah Ramer °08
received the Jane’s Essay Prize for their individual essays.
It was the first time that the award was shared. It is given
annually for the best undergraduate research paper in any
area of Latin American, Caribbean, or Latino Studies.

Katie’s essay was “Mujeres en La Lucha: El Papel de
las Mujeres en la resistencia contra la Mineria del Cobre
en la Zona de Intag,” and Hannah’s essay was “Decididos
a Luciar: El Impacto en la Comunidad de confrontaciones
entre una transnacional minera y comunidades locales.”

Katie Kelly-Hankin and Hannah Ramer
(Photo by Michael Lovett)

JANE’S TRAVEL GRANTS

Seven Jane’s Travel Grants were awarded to under-
graduate and graduate students in 2008.

The recipients for research in Latin America and the
Caribbean during inter-semester break are Gleisson
Araujo (SID) for “The Decision-making Process in Ag-
rarian Reform Settlements in the Brazilian Semi-arid
Region”; Brandeis Hillel for “Pasando por la Puerta:
Hillel’s Alternative Spring Break in Honduras”; The
Foundation for International Medical Relief of
Children for “Heal the World: A Journey into the Health
of Alajuelita, Costa Rica”; Katie Kelly-Hankin ’08 and
Hannah Ramer ’08 for “Visions for the Future: New
Strategies of the Anti-Mining Movements in the Com-
munity of Junin, Ecuador”; and Rachel Kleinbaum ’08
for “The Guatemalan Labor Movement.”

The recipient for summer research is Anna Panchesh-
nikov ’09 for “Access to Information, Education, Preven-
tion, and Treatment of HIV/AIDS among Pregnant Wom-
en in San Juan, Puerto Rico.”

2008 Jane’s Travel Grant recipients pictured:
Hannah Ramer, Rachel Kleinbaum, Anna
Pancheshnikov, FIMRC representative Sheela
Chandrashekar, and Katie Kelly-Hankin.

(Photo by Michael Lovett)

JANE’S FACULTY AWARDS

Five Brandeis faculty members received Jane’s Faculty
Development Awards. They are: Elizabeth Ferry (Anth-
ropology) for research on the mineral specimen market in
Tucson, Arizona and Mapimi, Mexico; Charles Golden
(Anthropology) for research in the Sierra del Lacandén
National Park in Guatemala; Fernando Rosenberg ((Ro-
mance Studies) to attend the Congreso del Instituto In-
ternacional de Literatura Iberoamericana in Puebla,
Mexico; Faith Smith (AAAS/English) to attend a con-
ference on “Obeah and Other Powers: The Politics of
Caribbean Religion and Healing” in Newcastle, England;
and Javier Urcid (Anthropology) for archeological re-
search in Mexico.



BACLA

The Boston Area Consortium on Latin America,
directed by Silvia Arrom (History), consists of nine col-
leges and universities in metropolitan Boston. It serves as
a means for faculty and students to communicate and
supplement their resources with those available at other
locations. The BACLA web site may be accessed at
www.brandeis.edu/departments/lals/bacla.html.

THESIS AND DISSERTATIONS

Lauren Bragin *08 wrote “The Anatomy of the Art of
Survival in the Works of Three Argentinean Disappeared”
as her senior thesis.

The following graduate students wrote dissertations on
Latin American or Latino topics: Denise Damico
(History): “;El Agua es la vida?/Water is Life?: Water
Conflict, Conquest, and Continuity in 19th—Century New
Mexico”; Betina Freidin (Anthropology): “Acupuncture
Worlds in Argentina: Contested Knowledge, Legitimation
Processes, and Everyday Practices”; Lynn Elizabeth
Gonsalves (Social Policy): “A Study of the Under-
representation of African-Americans and Latinos on
Local Boards and Commissions”; Robert McGreevey
(History): “Borderline Citizens: Puerto Ricans and the
Politics of Migration, Race, and Empire, 1898-1948; and
Anna Mazhbits (Politics): “Bilingual Education and
Long Term Success: An Economic, Historical, Political,
Legal, and International Perspective.”

ANTHROPOLOGY PROFESSORS
RECEIVE PROVOST’S AWARD

Charles Golden and Javier Urcid have been awarded
a grant from the Provost’s Conference Fund to support the
upcoming conference on “Usumacinta: The Past, Present,
and Future of a Border River.” The Usumacinta is the
largest river in Mesoamerica and flows through south-
eastern Mexico and northwestern Guatemala.

NEW COURSES TAUGHT IN FALL 2007

“Making Modern Subjects: Caribbean/Latin America/
U.S.A. 1850-1950” was taught in fall 2007 by Faith
Smith (AAAS/English). The course considered inflec-
tions of “the modermn” across the Americas, allowing
students to compare models and strategies at a historical
moment when shifts from slavery to “freedom” and from
Europe to the U.S. framed anxieties about empire citi-
zenship, technology, vernaculars, and aesthetics.

“Latino/a History” was taught in fall 2007 by Silvia
Arrom (History) and analyzed the history of the different
Latino groups in the U.S. from the 19™ century when
westward expansion incorporated Mexican populations
through the 20® century waves of migration from Latin
America. It explored the diversity of Latino experiences
including identity, work, community, race, gender, and
political activism.
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NEW COURSES TAUGHT BY
VISITING PROFESSOR

Ronnie Perelis (Romance Studies) will introduce four
new courses in the 2008-09 academic year. In fall 2008 he
will teach “Inquisicion: Brujas, fornicadores, judios y
protestantes” and “Contact Zone: Spanish and Indigenous
Views of the Encounter and Conquest of the Americas”;
in spring 2009 he will teach “Tierras Prometidas” and
“Autobiografia.”

Professor Perelis received his Ph.D. from New York
University in September 2006 for his dissertation “Mar-
rano Autobiography in its Transatlantic Context: Exile,
Exploration, and Spiritual Discovery.” His areas of re-
search include colonial Latin American literature and
history, Sephardic culture, and Atlantic studies.

FACULTY NOTES

Silvia Arrom (History) published “Catholic Philanthropy
and Social Change in Latin America” in Vincentian
Heritage (2007) and “Las Sefioras de la Caridad: pioneras
olvidadas de la asistencia social en México 1863-1910” in
Historia Mexicana (2007). She presented a paper on “De
donde crecen las palmas: memorias de un padre non-
agenario” at the 7" Cuban Research Institute Conference
on Cuban and Cuban American Studies in Miami in Feb-
ruary. She acted as commentator on the panel “What is
the Enlightenment?” at the Tepoztlan Institute for the
Transnational History of the Americas in Tepoztlan, Mex-
ico in August 2007.

Roxanne Davila (Romance Studies) published “La his-
toria de los viajeros a la zona maya” in Ciudades sagra-
das mayas (2007).

Elizabeth Ferry (Anthropology) was a fellow at the
Newhouse Center for the Humanities at Wellesley
College in spring 2008. She presented a paper on “Exhib-
iting Minerals at the Smithsonian Institute” at the Amer-
ican Ethnological Society in Washington, D.C. in May
2007 and was a discussant on the panel “Making Gender,
Making the State” at the Latin American Studies Asso-
ciation in Montreal in September 2007. She presented
“Ziegfeld Girls Down a Runway: Exhibiting Minerals at
the Smithsonian” at Wellesley College and “Waste and
Potency: Gendering Minerals and U.S.-Mexican Space” at
Cornell University, both in March.

Charles Golden (Anthropology) co-authored “The Trans-
formation of Abandoned Architecture at Piedras Negras”
in Ruins of the Past: The Use and Perception of Aban-
doned Structures in the Maya Lowlands (2008) and
“Ancient Soil Resources of the Usumacinta River Region,
Guatemala” in Journal of Archaeological Science (2007).
He appeared on the Leonard Lopate Show on WNYC to
discuss “Protecting Maya Ruins” in September 2007. He
presented papers on “Seeing is Controlling: Vistas and
Politics in the Piedras Negras and Yaxchilan Kingdoms”



at the Precolumbian Society of the University of Pennsyl-
vania Museum in Philadelphia in January and “Boundary
Waters: The Ancient and Modern Power Politics of the
Usumacinta River” at the American Anthropological
Association in Washington, D.C. in November.

Ricardo Godoy (Heller School) co-authored “Assortative
Mating and Offspring Well-Being: Theory and Empirical
Findings from a Native Amazonian Society in Bolivia” in
Evolution and Human Behavior (2008) and “The Effect of
Rainfall during Gestation and Early Childhood on Adult
Height in a Foraging and Horticultural Society of the Bo-
livian Amazon” in American Journal of Human Biology
(2007).

Marisol Negron (LALS/Romance Studies) presented
papers on “Zurita and the Moment” at the Poetry of the
Americas conference in College Station, Texas in April
2007; “Presencia y Proyeccién” at the Hemispheric In-
stitute of Performance and Politics in Buenos Aires in
June 2007; and “El Juicio de la Historia” at LASA.

Ronnie Perelis (Romance Studies) published “Capitulo
V: The Conversos en el Nuevo Mundo” in Los estudios
sefardies para estudiantes de espaiiol (2008). He
presented a paper on “El libro prohibido: Sacred Text and
Crypto-Jewish Self-Invention in Colonial Latin America”
at the Association of Jewish Studies international confer-
ence in Toronto in December.

Fernando Rosenberg (Romance Studies) published
“Borges y el juicio de la historia” in Borges: politicas de
la literatura (2008) and “El novelista, el terrorista, sobre
Mao II de Don DeLillo” in Quimera (2007). He presented
a paper on “Los ojos que.nos miran: Presencia y tes-
timonio” at the Instituto Internacional de Literatura Ibero-
americana conference in Puebla, Mexico in June.

Faith Smith (AAAS/English) chaired the panel “Liter-
ature, Art and Cultural Practice” at the Conference on The
Asian Experience in the Caribbean and the Guyanas:
Labor and Migration, Literature and Culture in Miami in
November. She was a member of the panel “Historical
Consciousness and the Changing Meanings of Freedom”
at the Association for the Study of the Worldwide African
Diaspora in Bridgetown, Barbados in October.

Javier Urcid (Anthropology) published “An Ancient
Story of Creation from San Pedro Jaltepetongo” in Mixtec
Writing and Society: Escritura de A’uu Dzaui (2008) and
“A Stela of Unknown Provenance Inscribed in the Central
Mexican Scribal Tradition” in Mexicon (2007). He co-
authored “Social Landscapes and Political Dynamics in
the Southern Gulf Coast Lowlands (500-1000 CE)” in
Dumbarton Oaks Symposium Classic Veracruz: Cultural
Current in the Ancient Gulf Lowlands (2008). He pre-
sented papers on “Sacrificio Humano en el Suroeste de
Mesoamerica” at the Museo del Templo Mayor in Mexico
City in September 2007 and “House of Earth, House of

Sky: The Painted Murals from Building A at Cacaxtla” at
the Harvard Peabody Museum Weekend of the Americas
in Cambridge in October.

ALUMNI NOTES

Briana Abrams ’08 is participating in a five month ecol-
ogy study in Punta Tombo, Argentina, doing research on
the importance of penguins as indicators of global climate
change and the health of the environment.

Priscilla Araya 02 is program director for NY3 of The
Posse Foundation. She is developing the Brandeis Science
Posse, a program which will bring ten scholars to campus
this fall. She is working toward her Master’s Degree at
Bank Street College of Education in Bilingual Early
Childhood Education.

Jocelyn Auerbach ’98 is an attorney specializing in
immigration and nationality law in Mt. Laurel, N. T,

Sabrina Assayag Victor 03 is an attorney for the New
York City Law Department’s Tax and Bankruptcy Divi-
sion.

Carlos Baia ’94 is the deputy city manager for develop-
ment in Concord, N.H.

Larissa Baia *94 is the associate vice president of enroll-
ment management at Manchester Community College in
Manchester, N.H.

Alejandro Caminos ‘95 has launched the IPFC Group
(International Public Finance Consulting Group). Its goal
is to assist public entities and local governments in ad-
dressing their financing and investment needs.

Juan Corradi ’65 is a professor of Sociology at New
York University. He published Los hilos del desorden:
Primeras trayectorias geopoliticas del siglo XXI (2006).

Clara Estow (M.D. *74, Ph.D. ’75) has retired after forty
years at the University of Massachusetts/Boston in the
Department of Hispanic Studies. Her colleagues have
established the Clara Estow Prize in her honor, to be
awarded to an outstanding junior or graduating senior in
the field of Hispanic Studies.

Nancy Foner ’66 is distinguished professor of Sociology
at Hunter College and the Graduate Center, CUNY. She
published In a New Land: A Comparative View of
Immigration (2005).

Susannah Glusker ’62 teaches at the Universidad Ibero-
americana and writes for Inside Mexico. Her biography of
her mother, Anita Brenner: A Mind of Her Own, was
presented at the Manuel Alvarez Bravo Museum and at
the National University’s Book Fair.



Adam Greenwald ’98 is director of development for the
American Jewish University in Los Angeles.

Frances Hagopian ’75 is the Michael Grace II Associate
Professor of Latin American Studies at Notre Dame Uni-
versity. She presented “Latin American Catholicism in an
Age of Religious and Political Pluralism: A Framework
for Analysis” at LASA.

Daniel Handel *02 works for Chemonic International in
Washington, D.C. He is currently working in the Asia
Region on an anti-corruption project in Indonesia.

Kendra Harrison *07 is teaching middle school Spanish.
She attended the Middlebury College Language Program
this summer for Spanish.

Lauren Kanter 04 graduated from Tufts University
School of Medicine in May and will be doing her
residency in emergency medicine at the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania.

Peter Kornbluh °79 presented ‘“The Posada File: Inter-
national Archives on the Terrorist Bombing of Cubana
Flight 455” and co-chaired the workshop “Talking with
Fidel: U.S.-Cuban Negotiations Since 1959” at LASA.

Peggy Levitt ’80 is chair and associate professor of
Sociology at Wellesley College. She co-authored
“Transnational Migration Studies: Past Development and
Future Trends” in Annual Review of Sociology (2007).
She wrote “The Changing Contours of Immigrant Reli-
gious Life” in Citizenship and Immigrant Incorporation:
Comparative Perspectives on North America and Western
Europe (2007) and “Following the Migrants: Religions
Pluralism in Transnational Perspective” in Religion in
Modern Lives (2006).

Brooke Linden ’06 is teaching English in Hamamatsu,
Japan, a city with a large Brazilian population. She pub-
lished “A Little Brazil and a Long Road Ahead” in the
Shizuoka Chronicle.

Doris Lowry ’78 teaches middle school Spanish in the
Newton, MA public school system.

Sarah Reynolds ’01 is working with a National Public
Radio station on Cape Cod, MA and Atlantic Public
Media creating short community documentaries. She does
free lance audio documentary work for the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center on Latino immigrants in the U.S.

Rubén G. Rumbaut (M.A. *73, Ph.D. *78) is professor of
Sociology at UC/Irvine. He published “Immigration’s
Complexities, Assimilation’s Discontents” in Context
(2008) and co-authored “The Myth of Immigrant Crim-
inality and the Paradox of Assimilation: Incarceration
Rates among Native and Foreign-Born Men” for the
American Immigration Law Foundation (2007).
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John Saxe-Fernandez ’64 directs The World in the XXI
Century Research Program of the Center for Interdis-
ciplinary Research in Science and Humanities and is a
professor on the faculty of Social and Political Science at
the National Autonomous University of Mexico. He pub-
lished Terror e Imperio (2006).

Orly Silvera Salem ’87 published Nuestras Festividades:
Origen, Leyes, y Costumbres de las Fiestas Judias (2007).
She lives in Panama.

Michael E. Smith 75 is professor of Anthropology in the
School of Evolution and Social Change at Arizona State
University. He published “La ceramica posclasica de
Morelos” in La produccion en el México antiguo (2007)
and “City Planning: Aztec City Planning” in the Ency-
clopedia of the History of Non-Western Science, Tech-
nology and Medicine (2008).

Lynn Stephen (Ph.D. ’87) is distinguished professor of
Anthropology and chair of the Anthropology Department
at the University of Oregon. She presented “Oaxaquefios
en Oregon y California: Experiencias de jovenes,” co-
chaired a panel on “Otros Saberes I: Conocimientos co-
laborativos de intelectuales Indigenas y Afrodes-
cendientes,” and organized and chaired “Otros Saberes II:
Conocimientos colaborativos de intelectuales Indigenas y
Afrodescendientes” at LASA.

Barbara Tenenbaum ’68 is a specialist in Mexican Cul-
ture, Hispanic Division at the Library of Congress. She
presented “Mexico in New York, 1940” at the Mexican
Cultural Institute in Washington, D.C. in March.

Steven Volk *68 is professor and chair of Latin American
Studies at Oberlin College. He co-authored “Gender,
Order, and Femicide: Reading the Popular Culture of Ciu-
dad Juarez” in Atzlan: A Jowrnal of Chicano Studies
(2007).

LALS GRADUATES

The LALS Program extends congratulations to its 2008
graduating seniors.

The LALS majors are:
Elina Alterman, additional major in Sociology; minors in
Legal Studies and Women’s and Gender Studies;
Raphy Cuevas;
Ramon de Jestis, minor in Education; Posse Scholarship;
Rachel Kleinbaum, additional major in Sociology; minor
in Social Justice and Social Policy; cum laude; Elise
Boulding Sociology and Social Activism Award;
Cori O’Neill, additional major in Health: Science, So-
ciety and Policy major; cum laude.

The LALS minors are:
Lauren Bragin, majors in Philosophy, Comparative
Literature, and European Cultural Studies; summa cum
laude; high honors in Comparative Literature; Phi Beta
Kappa;



Jennifer Corrales, major in Health: Science, Society and
Policy major; additional minor in Anthropology;
Jonathan D’Oleo, majors in Economics and Politics;
additional minor in Business;

Andrew Giordano, major in Art History; additional mi-
nor in Economics; magna cum laude;

Michal Gross, major in Art History; additional minor in
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies; magna cum laude;
Alana Gorman-Knutson, major in International and
Global Studies; cum laude; k

Vernon Blake Hyatt, majors in Sociology and Politics;
additional minor in Peace and Conflict Studies; cum
laude; Benjamin Gilman Undergraduate Scholarship;
Posse Scholarship; Dewey-Boyte Prize for the Scholar-
ship and Practice of Democracy; Student Life Award;
Katie Kelly-Hankin, major in Independent Interdis-
ciplinary Studies; additional minor in Peace and Conflict
Studies; cum laude;

Hannah Ramer, Independent Interdisciplinary Major;
magna cum laude; Phi Beta Kappa; J. V. Cunningham
Award; Jacob B. Goldston Family Award for Environ-
mental Excellence and Activism;

Maria Tapia, major in Politics; additional minor in Jour-
nalism; cum laude.

LALS FACULTY

The following faculty members helped guide the LALS
Program during the past year and served as advisers for
students interested in their fields of expertise: Silvia
Arrom (History), Roxanne Davila (RS), Elizabeth Ferry
(Anthropology), Ricardo Godoy (SID), Charles Golden
(Anthropology), Donald Hindley (Politics), James Man-
drell (RS), Marisol Negréon (LALS/RS), Wellington
Nyangoni (AAAS), Ronnie Perelis (RS), Angela Pérez-
Mejia (RS), Lucia Reyes (RS), Fernando Rosenberg (RS),
Laurence Simon (SID), Faith Smith (AAAS/English),
Ibrahim Sundiata (AAAS/History), Eva Thorne (Politics),
Patricia Tovar (Economics), and Javier Urcid (Anthro-

pology)

THE 2009 NEWSLETTER

Do you have professional information to share about
your work that is related to Latin America or Latinos in
the U.S.? Send your information to: Marilyn Brooks,
LALS administrator and newsletter editor: Brandeis
University, LALS/MS 036, Waltham, MA 02454; fax:
781-736-2293; e-mail: MBrooks@brandeis.edu. Due to

space limitations, we will be able to publish only those
items related to Latin America or Latinos.

Faculty, students, and friends at the LALS luncheon on May 1.
(Photo by Michael Lovett)



Fall

AAAS 126b
ANTH 55a
ENG 128a
HIST 71a
HIST 171b
LALS 108a
POL 144a
POL 180b
SPAN 111b
SPAN 193b/
LALS 100a
Spring
AAAS 1250
AAAS 158a
ANTH 147b
ANTH 184b
FREN 165b
HIST 71b
HIST 115a
HIST 174a/
LALS 100a
POL 128a
POL 131b
POL 144b
SECS 169a
SPAN 108a
SPAN 111b
SPAN 136a
SPAN 160a
SPAN 164b
SPAN 164b

LATIN AMERICAN AND LATINO STUDIES COURSES OFFERED DURING 2007-08

Political Economy of the Third World

Models of Development

Making Modern Subjects: Caribbean/Latin America/U.S.A. 1850-1950
Latin American History, Pre-Conquest to 1870

Latino/a History

Latin Music in the U.S.: From Bomba to Hip Hop and Then Some
Latin American Politics I

Sustaining Development

Introduction to Latin American Literature

Topics in Cinema: Global Latin American Cinema

Caribbean Women and Globalization: Sexuality, Citizenship, Work

Theories of Development and Underdevelopment

Rise of Mesoamerican Civilization

Cross-Cultural Art and Aesthetics

Francophone Literatures: Haiti Then and Now

Latin American History: 1870 to the Present

History of Comparative Race and Ethnic Relations

The Legacy of 1898: U.S.-Caribbean Relations Since the Spanish-American War

The Power of Revolution: State Violence and Popular Insurgency in the Third World
Social Movements in Latin America

Latin American Politics 1T

Travel Writing and the Americas: Colombus’s Legacy

Spanish for Bilingual Students

Introduction to Latin American Literature

Latino Cultural Expressions: Literature, Performance, and Film

Literatura y Justicia en Latinoamerica

Art and Revolution in Latin America (section 1)

Nyangoni
Ferry
Smith

Arrom
Arrom
Negrén
Hindley
Thorne
Reyes
Rosenberg

Smith
Nyangoni
Urcid
Auslander
Hale
Arrom
Sundiata
Arrom

Thaxton
Thorne
Hindley
Perelis
Davila
Rosenberg
Negron
Rosenberg
Davila

Encountering the Other/Finding the Self: Readings in Colonial Latin American Literature (section 2) ~ Perelis
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