
 
 

TIMELINE TO COMPLETION OF PH.D. IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Semester of Study Requirement/Goal 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Core Courses (5) x x x x        
Methods   x x         
Proseminar x x x x x x x x x x x 
Topical courses (8) x x x x x       
Lang/Stats x x x x        
TF (8)  x x x x x x x x x  
Field Papr1     x x      
Field Papr2      x      
Qual Exms     x       
Proposal      x x     
Conf Proposal Submits 
(Natl/Rgnl) & Partic. 

   x x x x x x x x 

Draft/Prsnt/Apprv Diss 
Prpsl – 30 pgs 

   x x x      

DissChaps – Outlines,  
Precis/overview 

     x x     

Extrnl Fndng Apps     x x x x x x x 
60-85 new, Mature 
Diss pgs 

     x x x x x x 

Diss Rsrch/writing     x x x x x x  
Spinoff project(s)     x x x x x x x 
Early job apps         x x x 
Conf papers become 
journal submissions 

     x x x x x  

Extrnl Fndng/ 
Post-Doc Apps 

      x x x x x 

1-yr job apps        x x x x 
Begin Tenure Track 
Appointment in PolSci 

        x   

 
 
 


