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Final Report for Global Brandeis Fund
Project title: “Colloquia on Transnational Families: Theory and Method”
Project directors: Professor Karen V. Hansen and Ken Sun
Description of Activities 

       With the support of Global Brandeis Office, we held two colloquia on transnational family studies on October 30 and November 13, 2008.  In these two colloquia, we invited prominent migration scholars who published important work that explores different aspects of transnationalism in general and transnational families in particular.  These scholars include Hung Cam Thai from Pomona College, Nazli Kibria from Boston University, Peggy Levitt from Wellesley College and Sarah Lamb from the Brandeis Anthropology Department.   
      Professor Hung Thai and Professor Nazli Kibria were the guest speakers for the colloquium on October 30th.  Professor Thai gave a talk on his new book, For Better or for Worse: Vietnamese International Marriages in the New Global Economy (Rutgers University Press).  In his talk, Professor Thai described how many Vietnamese immigrant men seek to (re)construct their masculinities in a global setting by converting their meager income in the host country into generous economic remittances in the home country.  Likewise, Professor Kibria introduced to the audience about her recent work on the Bangladesh Diaspora, specifically of Bangladesh-origin communities in the U.S. and Britain as well as of labor migration streams to the Persian Gulf states and to Malaysia.  Specifically, she used marital choices that many Bangladesh families in the U.S. make to illustrate how the gendered meaning of “marriageable” partner is complicated by class disparities in the transnational social field.  
       On November 13th, Professor Peggy Levitt and Professor Sarah Lamb were the guest speakers for the colloquia.  Professor Levitt provided a historical context in which the rise of transnationalism in the United States should be understood as the response to migration scholars who assumed that immigrants would have to abandon their unique customs, languages, values, homeland ties and identities in order to move up the socio-economic ladder in the host country.  She used her own research on second generation Indian Americans as the instance to illuminate how their childhood experiences of living in the transnational social field created by their parents had profound effects on their identities in the receiving country.  In contrast, Professor Lamb employed her forthcoming book, On the Shores of Endless Worlds: Aging and Modernity in India and Abroad (Indiana University Press) as the foundation for discussing why elderly immigrants should not be viewed as the keepers of ethnic tradition. These older Indian immigrants and trans-migrants consistently contest and transform notions, ethics, and perspectives on aging across different social and cultural worlds.  
       In addition to their talks, Professor Hansen and I hosted lunch at the noon of October 30th and November 13th with graduate students and faculty at Brandeis University so they could meet and interact with these scholars.  Further, these guest speakers also commented on the work of graduate students who presented their transnational research following the main talk.  The students who presented their work in a workshop format included Ken Sun from the Brandeis Sociology Department (on October, 30th) and Alison Taylor and Mrinalini Tankha from Brandeis Anthropology Department (on November 13th). 
Challenges
The main challenges we had in preparing for these colloquia was scheduling.  Because activities and events at Brandeis were not well-coordinated, several talks overlapped with the time of our colloquia on October 30th. Thus, people who expressed interest in our colloquia had to leave early or could not attend. In this way, the contribution of our colloquia to the Brandeis intellectual community was limited in some ways.  
Future Plans
If we can get sufficient funding to organize another series of colloquia, we would consider planning colloquia on gender and globalization to continue the conversation about how the intersection of gender and other social forces such as race/ethnicity and class operate in the transnational social field.  In doing so, we would attempt to contribute to the theoretical and empirical interests expressed by faculty and graduate students in the global economic and cultural influences on our lives and work. 
