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HBI Book Wins National Jewish Book Award

WALTHAM, Mass (January 11, 2008) – The 24th publication in the HBI Series on Jewish Women, “Marie Syrkin: Values Beyond the Self” by Carole S. Kessner, will receive a National Jewish Book Award on March 5th, 2009. In this biography, Kessner, professor emerita at Department of Comparative Studies in SUNY Stony Brook and recipient of the Marie Syrkin Fellowship for 1994, brings to light the fascinating legacy of Marie Syrkin. As a polemical journalist, socialist Zionist, poet, educator, literary critic, translator, and idiosyncratic feminist, Syrkin was eyewitness to and reporter on most of the major events in America, Israel, and Europe in the twentieth-century. 
During her lifetime, Syrkin's name was widely recognized in the world of Jewish life and letters. Syrkin's work and actions illuminate a wide range of twentieth-century literary, cultural, and political concerns. Her passions demonstrate, as Irving Howe said, "a life of commitment to values beyond the self."

Kessner received a Research Award from the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute in the early days of the project. “Carole Kessner restores to us a brilliant and valiant figure: poet and polemicist, lover and wife, heroine of a people's striving for historic justice. In Kessner's informative, clarifying, and devoted rendering, Marie Syrkin is revealed as a robust and pragmatic idealist creatively responsive to the exigencies of her time, and a courageous model for ours,” says Cynthia Ozick, author of Art and Ardor and Dictation.
The National Jewish Book Awards will be held March 5 in New York City. Kessner will receive the honor in the Biography, Autobiography, and Memoir category for “Marie Syrkin: Values Beyond the Self.”
The HBI Series on Jewish Women publishes a wide range of books about Jewish women and gender issues in diverse contexts. By offering fresh perspectives on Jewish women’s history, lives and experiences worldwide, the series aims to close a major gap in Jewish learning.
The Hadassah-Brandeis Institute (HBI), a research center at Brandeis University, develops fresh ways of thinking about Jews and gender worldwide by producing and promoting scholarly research and artistic projects.
