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Hadassah-Brandeis Institute launches new eZine for Jewish women

Online magazine will tackle hot topics like the ethics of selling human eggs

Waltham, Mass. - The Hadassah-Brandeis Institute (HBI) has just gone live with 614: The HBI eZine, a bi-monthly online magazine that promises to spark conversation among Jewish women. The eZine will dive into heated and controversial topics including the ethics of selling our eggs, why Jewish women are now notably in charge of religion for their families, and the new books that are changing how Jewish women see themselves. Rather than offer a single viewpoint, 614 will present a variety of perspectives from artists and activists, observant and secular Jews, and scholars and authors around the world who are analyzing cutting-edge topics. 

The idea for 614 blossomed after an HBI board meeting; staff and the HBI Board of Directors concluded that the innovative work of the Institute and other hot topics in the Jewish community were ripe for discussion among a new audience of often disillusioned Jewish women in their 20s, 30s and 40s.  Providing a non-intimidating environment to learn, share and explore ideas, the concept of a web magazine became the perfect venue for such discussion. 

“I wanted to offer a space where Jewish women could learn about topics that affect their lives, without imposing a specific agenda,” said 614 Editor Michelle Cove. “614 will offer multiple viewpoints and let readers come to their own conclusions. Or, even better, readers will be left with questions and go digging for even more information.”

The first issue of 614, “The Surprising Power of Jewish Names,” takes on the question of whether our birth names influence the course of our lives. According to an ancient Jewish tradition, the act of changing our name can change our very well-being. Contributing writer Rabbi Benjamin Blech explains how Abraham and Jacob ended up with new names in the Bible; author Elizabeth Mark tells her own story of choosing new names to influence the journey of her health; and Shulamit Reinharz describes the impact of growing up “Shula” in a New Jersey town without Jews.

To read the eZine and also find out what the name 614 means, visit http://www.brandeis.edu/hbi/614/.

About the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute (HBI)

The Hadassah-Brandeis Institute develops fresh ways of thinking about Jews and gender worldwide by producing and promoting scholarly research and artistic projects. 614: The HBI eZine is made possible by the generous support of past HBI Board Chair Annie Sandler.  The launch of 614 is one of a number of projects and events in 2007 marking the 10th anniversary of the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute.

