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Hadassah-Brandeis Institute Brings Halperin-Kaddari to Campus for Day of Learning 

Women, Gender Equality and Jewish Law in Israel

February 6, 2007

WALTHAM, Mass. – Dr. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, internationally renowned scholar on family law, legal pluralism, feminism and halakha, and author of Women in Israel: A State of Their Own, keynotes for a timely and exciting Yom Iyyun/ Day of Learning on Women, Gender Equality and Jewish Law in Israel to be held at the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute.  This day-long event will include a reception for Dr. Kaddari, lecture, lunch and conversation, and the screening of two films.

Featured speaker Dr. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari will deliver a lecture titled “Women's Rights and the Politics of Divorce in Israel.”  Women's rights in Israel are intricately linked to and immeasurably affected by questions of religion and state. It is in the area of marriage and divorce, on which the State of Israel made a reservation when it ratified the CEDAW Convention in 1991, where women's rights are most subject to infringement. Dr. Halperin-Kaddari will argue that heart of the problem is a struggle for control between civil and religious courts and between men and women, a struggle for which women and children often pay the price. Dr. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, a member in the UN Expert Committee of CEDAW (Committee on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women), is a senior lecturer at Bar-Ilan University Faculty of Law, and is the Director of the Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the Status of Women at Bar-Ilan. 

The lecture is the first installment of the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute Seminar Series on Jewish Women and Human Rights. The series will highlight human rights struggles of Jewish Women in cross-cultural and historical perspective.  Topics will include women's rights under halakha in the diaspora, women's search for equality under Israeli law and the role of Jewish women in the wider women's movement.  

Following lunch and conversation, attendees are invited to a screening of two provocative recent films which cast light on women's position under rabbinic family law in Israel.  The Cohen's Wife, is a drama made at the Orthodox film school, Ma'ale, about how a couple deals with the fallout when the wife is sexually assaulted and rendered unfit for marriage to a cohen.  Mekudeshet (Sentenced to Marriage) follows women and their toanot (female rabbinic court advocates) through their struggle to receive divorces from their husbands. The use of hidden cameras allowed many people to see what happens inside rabbinic courts for the first time and was one of the factors which led to the scheduling of the cancelled 2006 rabbinical conference to find remedies for agunot. The screening will be followed by a question period with Professor Halperin-Kaddari, Rabbie Susan Fendrcik, Senior Research Associate at the Mandel Insitute and Dr. Lisa Fishbayn, Director of the Project on Gender, Culture, Religion and the Law. 

This Day of Learning is organized by the Project on Gender, Culture, Religion and the Law at the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute. The mission of the Project is to foster creative approaches to negotiating the tension between women's equality and practices justified in terms of cultural and religious traditions. The Project was founded in 2006 through a generous donation from Project Chair, Professor Sylvia Neil. 
The day's events are sponsored by the Project on Gender, Culture, Religion and the Law at the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute, the International Center for Ethics, Justice and Public Life and the Gender and International Development Committee of the Women's Studies Research Center. 

Event Details:

Welcome Reception

11: 00 a.m.  

Lecture on “Women's Rights and the Politics of Divorce in Israel” by Dr. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari

12:00 p.m.

Lunch

1:30 p.m. 

Film Screening and Discussion on Cohen’s Wife and Mekudeshet
2:00 

ALL EVENTS WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE WOMEN’S STUDIES RESEARCH CENTER AT BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY AND ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

About the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute (HBI)

The Hadassah-Brandeis Institute develops fresh ways of thinking about Jews and gender worldwide by producing and promoting scholarly research and artistic projects. The Day of Learning on Women, Equality, and Rabbinic Law in Israel is one of ten events in 2007 celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the HBI.

