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“He comes as. near to being a .
saint ag itis possible fora human
being to do. He is so good thata -

- great many people regard him as
.‘eccentric....You cauld hardly be-
ligve me if l were to repeat to you
all the bad names he has been
“called. Crank, hypocrite, phari-
see, infidel—everyvihing his ene-
" mies  could think of that was.
untrue and insulting. He stands
between two fires. The Chnstrans

despise him as worse, than aJew,
and the Jew. rate nrm as an

apostate S

iR Amencan Hestory 'As’ the‘

“founder “of the Ethical
Socrety, and an acti‘vew

235 op..

i mpw calling:
. Auited him:for a rabbinical career.
- He faught for a time at- Cornell :
University, thereby becoming one - -cal Culture,” is not a fgll-sca!e K
- biography -of Felix Adler.. Dr.

Dr. Benny Kraul’s Book Is Puhlished‘

reformeér, he déserves. better
Any list- of American Soc:al

Gospel thinkers should rank hrm -

_near the top. He contributed to-

the movement which rejectéd the ir

deterministic philosophy of Sec--
ial Darwinism, and insisted in-
stead that man could create a
better, highly ethical future. His
influence on American religion’
was “both “indomitably  powerful_
_and durably permanent. ]

In his new book, “From. Reform

" «Judaism to Ethical Culture: The

Religious . Evolution = of * Felix
Adier,” Dr. Benny Kraut, assocr-

" ate professor and drrector of the
- Jewish Studies Program at the ~

- University of Cincinnati has trac-
-ed the religious development of
Felix Adler.~

He first carriés Adler from his
_New York ‘youth and student

B days—his preparatnon for the‘
b rabbrmateewjo hiswgradua.te traip- .

" devised for himself an eclectic:

s rehglon combmmg m‘; rejectlopr ‘

sccual refarm A

tom Germany, - Adler returned

§ New York, but he had to find a-_
his ideas hardly -

- of the first Jewish professors of

Hebrew at an Amertcan umver— -

sny

" His co'riytroversral , ehgrous id-

" eas, however, soon got him into

troub!e, he did" not recelve

~ tenure. Finally, on Feb. 21; 1877,
friends orgamzed for him the New _ ses on Adler’s emergence.

York Society for Ethical Culture.
It became “Dr.
—and his life’s work. —

Dr. Kraut traces the earfy years
of Ethical Culture in America; He

" reveals the forces that shaped
Adler's thought, and places Ad--

ler's religious doubts within 2
broader framework of American -

_and European religious ‘history.

He demonsiratés how Ethical
-Culture challenged Reform Juda-
ism by meetmg needs and
grapplmg with jssaes  which the
temples ignored.’

In a shift of focus, Dr. Kraut .
then presents the Jewish reaction

" 1o Adier. One of the community’s

brightest young lights—a future
leader—had left the fold.
~Jews were shocked. . A - few:
‘thought that reason wouid pre-
vail, and Adler would return:
Several ‘hundred ‘went to hear

* about Ethical Culture, and stayed

to join up. The majority of Jews,
however, disassociated .. them-

" earlier days, freelwad :
Adler was realry their. mentor-.-—in B

" tic universalism, gleefulry pubn
|zed fhas h

Adler's “society” -

- may éxplain curious aspects of.

Most

ed at the~time.

Felix Adler's mfluence neverthés’

+ ethics if not in_religion.
" turned to him for guidance,

for spiritual guidance and - for’

“‘'moral help,” Rabbi Stephen Wise
admitted after Adler died. Wise

viewed Adler-as the “6ne- prophe-

tic Jewish vorce" in New York
City. -

‘In his later years Adier frequen_

tty denied that he was a Jew.

Various-Jewish leaders, eager to -

-distance’ themseives from athei;

gspecrauy szrgce they
to’ Hear’ ‘Adier “speak
matters of Jewish mtefe 5
A .

a Jew=-indeed,

just anotheér - form - of Jewish
-particularism. )

ryntfnqeﬁ - 77,~

Sy tante .
of Zionism. When ‘he spoke on
i nis Vvoice, '—10_; .

, “the Jew par
excellence. Acﬂer s gniversalism, -
“like ‘that of so iany of-his - co-f‘ :
_religionists, ‘proved-at-root to be |

“From Reform Judaism to Ethi- .

. Kraut'does generously fempt the

Adlet's richly ~productive final

‘decades. But the. full-Sumptuous -
“banguet will have to come from
¢+ another: book. This velume focu-

“From Reform Judaism 16 Etm-
cal Culture,”

bringing, his ties to his siblings,
and his uneasy relationship- with
a father ‘whom he loved and
respected. but strove to outshine
hint. 4t unresolved tensioas that

-Adler’s later career.

But not being a psychohistor-
ian, Dr. Kraut leaves the hints for
others to explore. One hopes that
" they will take up the chailenge.

By his own-admission, Dr. Kraut.
has not written the last word on -

Felix. Adler. He has, howevér,

'is .also not a. .
- -psychological study. Adler's up-

 reader with a delicious taste of =

certainly pointed scholars in the

ers of Felix Adler will stand on
the shoulders of a giant.

(Dr. Sarna is Bernard and Auére

Rapoport Fellow of the American

Jewish Aremves, and a visiting .-
in. American . Jewish
History at Hebrew Union cmlege- :
' selves from Adler, ‘and ignored Jewish institute of Rehgion in

" him altogether-—or so they claim- - T

" lecturer -

Cincinnati. )

' right direction. Future biograph-. . i



