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Action: Vo
From:. AMEMBASSY HANGOI (HANOI 2082 - IMMEDIATE)

TAGS: CACS, CMGT, CVIS, VM

Captions: SENSITIVE

Subject: VIETNAM ADOPTIONS - CONCEALING MENTAL ILLNESS THROUGH
FRAUDULENT DOCUMENTS

Ref: None
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6. comment: This case highlights a growing trend in vVietnamese
adoption, and one that 1S extremely concerning to post: that
children with pessibly severe mental and physical problems are
deliberately being documented as healthy in order to increase their
“adopt-ability."” Over the past three months post has seen paperwork
altered to conceal malignant tumors, deafness, and now mental
illness. Local vietnamese officials seem to tolerate - if not
facilitate - such behavior, while DIA has stated that it is the
responsibility of PAPs to independently check the health of their
adopted child. This tacit admission that the health documents
supgTied by the orphanages are unreliable is yet another sign of the
inability of the GvN to adequately police the adeption process.
several ASPs and DIA have told post that the high Tevels of
international demand for healthy infants from vietnam significantly

exceeds the number of orphaned infants, putting pressure on
orphanages to find additional infants. In this environment we fear
that the trend of concealing significant medical issues will
continue and 1ikely increase. End comment. :
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Aadditiona’l addressees:
None

cC:
AMCONSUL HO CHI MIN
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK

Distribution:

TED4734
ACTION vO-00

INFO LOG-00 MFA-00 cA-00 CIAE-00 INL-00 DS-00 EAP-00
DHSE-00 FBIE-00 UTED-0Q IPS-00 H-00 SSA-01  TEDE-Q0
INSE-00 L-00 MOFM-00 MOF-00  NSAE-00 0CS-00  CAEX-00
DOHS-00 STPD-00 NCTC-00 FMP-00 ECA-00 DSCC-00 SAS-00
FA-00 /001w

------------------ 3F3D2D 180815z /38

0 180805z DEC Q7

FM AMEMBASSY HANOI

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6886

INFO AMCONSUL HO CHI MINH

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK

UNCLAS HANOI Q02082

SENSITIVE

DEPT FOR CA/VO, CAfOCS/CI AND EAP/MLS
BANGKOK FOR USCIS :

E.0. 12958: N/A
TAGS: CVIS CACS CMGT VM
SUBJECT: Vietnam Adoptions - Concealing Mental I1lness Through

Fraudulent Documents
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