fare (MoWCSW) formed a
high level committee on
May 14, 2010. Later in
December 2010, new poli-
cies were introduced to
facilitate the inter-coun-
try adoption process. “To
discuss  inter-country
adoption, a team is
heading to Italy in the
first week of March,
where all the European
countries are expected to
meet and most probably
European countries will
agree on adopting chil-
dren from Nepal,” says
Sher Jung Karki, under
secretary at MoOWCSW.
The optimism and

speéd to get things back .

OTtrack 1S surprising. If
Only Such promptness
and dedication was
displayed by our govern-
ment in tackling much
bigger issues that have
almost brought Nepal to
a standstill. What’s odd is
the fact that while the
government is going the
whole hog to encourage
international adoption, it
has done precious little to
even facilitate domestic
adoption within Nepal
and the vagueness of
laws and provisions are
often seen as a deterrent.
“The government is

-

should be developed
asapriorityinline
with international

commitments.”
— JOSEPH AGUETTANT,
‘country representative of
TOH inNepal

more focused
inter-country adoption,
introducing new rules
and regulations repeated-
ly and has completely
neglected domestic
adoption. Many factors

are responsible for
pushing the inter-
country adoption but

‘capital’ is the main fac-
tor as foreign countries
have to pay hefty amount
to adopt Nepali children
and even with the new
policies, there may still

(ry.

“Inferes{ingly there is

no data or any informa-
tion on domestic adop-
tion at the ministry
When a country neglects

domestic adoption and fo-
cuses solely on inter-
country adoption, it rais-
es many questions. The
answers themselves are

on:

not very hard to
figure out. “We welcome
recent improvements an-
nounced by the ministry
but they are focused sole-
1y on inter-country adop-
tion. Local solutions
should be developed as a
priority in line with in-
ternational commit-
ments,” says Joseph
Aguettant, country rep-
resentative of TDH in
Nepal. He further added
that local solutions
include kinship, foster
care and domestic adop-
tion. Recently, TDH has
been involved in promot-
ing domestic adoption in
mid-western regions in
collaboration with Social
Welfare Council, the
local administartion and
NGOs. Besides creating a
new mindset, the task
involves deciphering the
existing laws which
are vague and need

. Shrestha, in-chafge ot
— ece o

law and  domestic
adoption has not been
fully practiced in Nepal
yet. Though it is men-
tioned in Muluki Ain
(Country Code), the
process is vague and
lengthy,” says Lochan
Regmi of Central Child
Welfare Council. Accord-
ing to the Code, domestic
adoption can be done by
relatives. But through
various amendments,
now any Nepali can
adopt a child. “Though
the horizon for domestic
adoption has expanded, it
is impractical and unsci-
entific. There is no men-
tion of the process for do-
mestic adoption as the
concerned body is busy
regularly updating the
policies of inter-country
adoption,” says Rudra
Kandangwa, advocate
and chairman of Chil-
dren Home Federation.
Acct 0 advocates
and people involved in
children’s homes to en-
courage domestic adop-
tion, the government has
to simplify the rules and
laws. In the absence of
proper and clear laws for
domestic adoption, chil-
dren’s homes are making
their own. Aasha
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Mandir says, Nepalis
wanting to adopt a child
legally from Bal Mandir
have to fulfill a list of
requirements.

Couples have to submit
citizenship certificates,
medical certificates to
prove their infertility
approved from Nepal
Medical Board, marriage
certificates, character
certificates, details of
economic status includ-
ing land papers and bank
balances, letters of
consent from their family
members, letter from
authorised doctor prov-
ing the couple free from
diseases like HIV, Hepati-
tis and mental illness. In
addition to these, the age
difference between the
to-be adopted child
and prospective parents
should be not less than 35

all the required docu-
ments, they have to regis-
ter the adoption case at
the Land Revenue Office.
According to her, Nepali
children can get genuine
homes in Nepal rather
than in other countries.
But that is only possible
if the government places
the rights of orphans
above all other issues.

To facilitate families
and homes for orphans
should be the priority.
Whether in Nepal or
abroad is secondary.
Shrestha _says _the
ministry’s priorities are
misplaced; the concerned
Pody should encourage
domestic adoption rather
than just aiming to
maximise revenues from
adopting parents from
foreign countries. Till
date, there is not a single

“Domestic adoption is
unsystematic and
major steps have
tobe taken to

promoteit.”
— SARWADEV PRASAD 0JHA,
Minister of Women, Children
and Social Welfare

of promoting aomestic
adoption in Nepal.

The irony is that the
ministry has all the data
related to inter-country
adoption but nothing
on domestic adoption.
Domestic adoption is
supposed to be handled
by the Land Revenue
Office. However, many
officers at the office
itself ~were - unaware
about this fact. Accord-
ing to Beni Madhav Bhat-
tarai, under secretary
at the Ministry of Land
Reform and Manage-
ment, there is zero record
maintained of domestic
adoption and he argues
that MoWCSW is the
concerned body for
both inter-country and
domestic adoption.

When domestic adop-
tion is not promoted
serious questions arise.
What kind of ‘New
Nepal’ are we building in
which our orphans have
no place and no rights in
their own country? For a
country emerging from
civil war and on the path
to reconciliation, is our
society not open to
adoption and reaching
out to orphans? Are
the

worth foreign

ernment s CouUent
and arrangements for or-
phans in this country?
Presently commitment
is not visible. Orphans
are housed in private
children’s homes till they
are exported to western
families. These homes
receive no financial
assistance and hence
little monitoring from
the government. Qver 198
are far below_the mini-
mum_standards. “The
children’s homes that are
not running in accor-

. dance with the govern-

ment’s minimum stan-
dards should be shut
down to ensure rights
and the best interest of

children,” says Gauri
Pradhan. member of

National Human Rights
Commission of Nepal.
When contacted, even
the minister for Women,
Children and Social
Welfare, Sarwadev
Prasad Ojha admitted
that “domestic adoption
is unsystematic and
major steps have to be
taken to promote it”.
Then ‘he hands us the
age-old diplomatic line.
“A team will be set up to
make the new guidelines
for domestic adoption.”
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