

        

    


        
Skip to content

    
                    
                                    
                                        
                                        
                        Search
                         Search
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
                            
                    
                        
                        Search this site
                    
                
 
                
                    
                        
                        Search Brandeis.edu
                    
                

                    

    



        
            
	
	        		
              
                
                    
                
              
            
        		
			Search 
			
				
                
					
                
				
			
			
				
					
					    
                    
				
			
		
		
			Menu 
			
				
					
					    
                    
				
			
			
				
					
					    
                    
				
			
		
	


            
                













    	
                                                            New Students
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                                            Pre-Arrival Information
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                            Obtaining an F-1/J-1 Student Visa  
                                    
	
                            
                                SEVIS Transfer-In for F-1 Visa Holders                    
        
	
                            
                                Student Health Insurance                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Entering the U.S.                    
        
	
                                                            Post-Arrival Information
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Transportation from the Airport to Campus                    
        
	
                                                            International Student Orientation
                                                        
	
                            
                                ISSO Check-In                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                        How to Use the ISSO Portal                    
        


                            
	
                                                            Current Students
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                                            How to Use the ISSO Portal
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Faculty/Staff Portal Resources                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Maintaining Student Status                    
        
	
                            
                                Degree Level Change                    
        
	
                            
                                Program Extension                    
        
	
                            
                                Reduced Course Load                    
        
	
                            
                                Leaving Brandeis                    
        
	
                            
                                Social Security Number Information                    
        
	
                                                            U.S. Taxes
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Tax FAQs                    
        
	
                            
                                U.S. Taxes                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Driving in the U.S.                     
        
	
                            
                                Student Health Insurance                    
        
	
                            
                                Dependents                    
        


                            
	 
                                                            Student Employment/Internships
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                On-Campus Employment                    
        
	
                                            Curricular Practical Training (CPT) 
                                    
	 
                                                            Optional Practical Training (OPT)
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                OPT Application Process                    
        
	
                            
                                Form I-765 Brandeis Supplemental Instructions                    
        
	
                            
                                OPT Frequently Asked Questions                    
        


                            
	
                                                            STEM Optional Practical Training (OPT) Extension
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                F-1 STEM OPT Application Process                    
        


                            
	
                                                            H-1B Cap-Gap Extension
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Frequently Asked Questions                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Economic Hardship                    
        
	
                            
                                Volunteering and Unpaid Internships                    
        
	
                                            J-1 Academic Training 
                                    
	
                                            J-2 Employment Authorization 
                                    
	
                            
                                Social Security Number Information                    
        
	
                            
                                U.S. Taxes                    
        


                            
	
                                                            Travel Information for Students and Scholars
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Travel Documents                    
        
	
                            
                                Renewing Your U.S. Visa                    
        
	
                                                            Form I-94
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Tips to Locate and Print Electronic Form I-94                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Inviting Family to Visit the U.S.                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Overview of Visa Categories                    
        
	
                                                            International Scholars and Staff
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                                            Hiring Foreign Nationals
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Tenure Track Faculty                    
        
	
                            
                                Other Academic Positions                    
        
	
                            
                                Staff Positions                    
        
	
                            
                                Ending Employment                    
        


                            
	
                                                            H-1B
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                H-1B Eligibility Requirements                    
        
	
                            
                                H-1B Application Process & Timeline                    
        
	
                            
                                Required Documents                     
        
	
                            
                                Labor Condition Applications                    
        
	
                            
                                Applying for your H-1B Visa Stamp                    
        
	
                            
                                Maintaining H-1B Status                    
        


                            
	
                                                            J-1 Exchange Visitor Visa for Non-Degree Personnel
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Application Process                    
        
	
                            
                                Arrival and Departure Dates for J-1 Scholars                    
        
	
                            
                                12/24-Month Bars on Repeat Participation                    
        
	
                                                            Two-Year Home Residency Requirement
                                                        
	
                            
                                Health Insurance for J-1 Scholars                    
        
	
                            
                                Maintaining J-1 Scholar Status                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                J-1 Student Intern                     
        
	
                            
                                B-1 Visitor and Visa Waiver Program (VWP) for Business                    
        
	
                            
                                F-1 OPT and STEM OPT                    
        
	
                            
                                Trade USMC (TN) Visa                    
        
	
                                                            Permanent Residence ("Green Card")
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                EB-1B Outstanding Researcher or Professor                    
        
	
                            
                                EB-2 PERM Special Handling for Faculty                     
        
	
                            
                                EB-2 PERM Labor Certification for Staff                     
        
	
                            
                                EB-3 PERM Labor Certification                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Leaving Brandeis                    
        
	
                            
                                Helpful Resources                    
        
	
                            
                                        Dependents                    
        


                            
	
                                                            About the ISSO
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                ISSO Staff                    
        
	
                            
                                Student Ambassadors                    
        
	
                            
                                International Student and Scholar Statistics: Fall 2022                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Contact Us                    
        
	
                            
                                                Home
                                
        





    	
                                                            New Students
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                                            Pre-Arrival Information
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                            Obtaining an F-1/J-1 Student Visa  
                                    
	
                            
                                SEVIS Transfer-In for F-1 Visa Holders                    
        
	
                            
                                Student Health Insurance                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Entering the U.S.                    
        
	
                                                            Post-Arrival Information
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Transportation from the Airport to Campus                    
        
	
                                                            International Student Orientation
                                                        
	
                            
                                ISSO Check-In                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                        How to Use the ISSO Portal                    
        


                            
	
                                                            Current Students
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                                            How to Use the ISSO Portal
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Faculty/Staff Portal Resources                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Maintaining Student Status                    
        
	
                            
                                Degree Level Change                    
        
	
                            
                                Program Extension                    
        
	
                            
                                Reduced Course Load                    
        
	
                            
                                Leaving Brandeis                    
        
	
                            
                                Social Security Number Information                    
        
	
                                                            U.S. Taxes
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Tax FAQs                    
        
	
                            
                                U.S. Taxes                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Driving in the U.S.                     
        
	
                            
                                Student Health Insurance                    
        
	
                            
                                Dependents                    
        


                            
	 
                                                            Student Employment/Internships
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                On-Campus Employment                    
        
	
                                            Curricular Practical Training (CPT) 
                                    
	 
                                                            Optional Practical Training (OPT)
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                OPT Application Process                    
        
	
                            
                                Form I-765 Brandeis Supplemental Instructions                    
        
	
                            
                                OPT Frequently Asked Questions                    
        


                            
	
                                                            STEM Optional Practical Training (OPT) Extension
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                F-1 STEM OPT Application Process                    
        


                            
	
                                                            H-1B Cap-Gap Extension
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Frequently Asked Questions                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Economic Hardship                    
        
	
                            
                                Volunteering and Unpaid Internships                    
        
	
                                            J-1 Academic Training 
                                    
	
                                            J-2 Employment Authorization 
                                    
	
                            
                                Social Security Number Information                    
        
	
                            
                                U.S. Taxes                    
        


                            
	
                                                            Travel Information for Students and Scholars
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Travel Documents                    
        
	
                            
                                Renewing Your U.S. Visa                    
        
	
                                                            Form I-94
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Tips to Locate and Print Electronic Form I-94                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Inviting Family to Visit the U.S.                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Overview of Visa Categories                    
        
	
                                                            International Scholars and Staff
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                                                            Hiring Foreign Nationals
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Tenure Track Faculty                    
        
	
                            
                                Other Academic Positions                    
        
	
                            
                                Staff Positions                    
        
	
                            
                                Ending Employment                    
        


                            
	
                                                            H-1B
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                H-1B Eligibility Requirements                    
        
	
                            
                                H-1B Application Process & Timeline                    
        
	
                            
                                Required Documents                     
        
	
                            
                                Labor Condition Applications                    
        
	
                            
                                Applying for your H-1B Visa Stamp                    
        
	
                            
                                Maintaining H-1B Status                    
        


                            
	
                                                            J-1 Exchange Visitor Visa for Non-Degree Personnel
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                Application Process                    
        
	
                            
                                Arrival and Departure Dates for J-1 Scholars                    
        
	
                            
                                12/24-Month Bars on Repeat Participation                    
        
	
                                                            Two-Year Home Residency Requirement
                                                        
	
                            
                                Health Insurance for J-1 Scholars                    
        
	
                            
                                Maintaining J-1 Scholar Status                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                J-1 Student Intern                     
        
	
                            
                                B-1 Visitor and Visa Waiver Program (VWP) for Business                    
        
	
                            
                                F-1 OPT and STEM OPT                    
        
	
                            
                                Trade USMC (TN) Visa                    
        
	
                                                            Permanent Residence ("Green Card")
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                EB-1B Outstanding Researcher or Professor                    
        
	
                            
                                EB-2 PERM Special Handling for Faculty                     
        
	
                            
                                EB-2 PERM Labor Certification for Staff                     
        
	
                            
                                EB-3 PERM Labor Certification                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Leaving Brandeis                    
        
	
                            
                                Helpful Resources                    
        
	
                            
                                        Dependents                    
        


                            
	
                                                            About the ISSO
                                                                    
      
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
            
          
        
      
    
                    	
                            
                                ISSO Staff                    
        
	
                            
                                Student Ambassadors                    
        
	
                            
                                International Student and Scholar Statistics: Fall 2022                    
        


                            
	
                            
                                Contact Us                    
        
	
                            
                                                Home
                                
        




                    
    
        
            	
                      					                            Academics
                                                            
                            				
        					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
                            
        				
        					 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Degree Programs                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Majors and Minors                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Graduate Programs                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                The Brandeis Core                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                School of Arts and Sciences                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Brandeis Online                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis International Business School                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Graduate School of Arts and Sciences                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Heller School for Social Policy and Management                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Rabb School of Continuing Studies                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Precollege Programs                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Faculty and Researcher Directory                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis Library                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Academic Calendar                                                                    


                        			
	
                      					                            Admissions & Aid
                                                            
                            				
        					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
                            
        				
        					 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Undergraduate Admissions                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis International Business School                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis Online                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Graduate School of Arts and Sciences                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Heller School for Social Policy and Management                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Rabb School of Continuing Studies                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Summer School                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Precollege Programs                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Financial Aid                                                                    


                        			
	
                      					                            Research
                                                            
                            				
        					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
                            
        				
        					 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Research that Matters                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Resources for Researchers                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis Researchers in the News                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Provost Research Grants                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Recent Awards                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Faculty Research                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Student Research                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Centers and Institutes                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Office of the Vice Provost for Research                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Office of the Provost                                                                    


                        			
	
                      					                            Athletics
                                                            
                        			
	
                      					                            Student Life
                                                            
                            				
        					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
                            
        				
        					 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Housing/Community Living                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Dining                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Campus Calendar                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Student Engagement                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Clubs and Organizations                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Community Service                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Dean of Students Office                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Athletics                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Orientation                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Hiatt Career Center                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Spiritual Life                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Diversity                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Graduate Student Affairs                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Directory of Campus Contacts                                                                    


                        			
	
                      					                            Arts
                                                            
                            				
        					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
                            
        				
        					 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Division of Creative Arts                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis Arts Engagement                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Rose Art Museum                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Bernstein Festival of the Creative Arts                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Theater Arts Productions                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Brandeis Concert Series                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Public Sculpture at Brandeis                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Women's Studies Research Center                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Creative Arts Award                                                                    


                        			
	
                      					                            About
                                                            
                            				
        					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
            					
            						
            							
            								
            								
            						
            					
                            
        				
        					 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Our Story                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Our Jewish Roots                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                The Framework for the Future                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Mission and Diversity Statements                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                            Fast Facts                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                            Visiting                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Distinguished Faculty                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Nobel Prize 2017                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                                Notable Alumni                                                                    
	 
                                                                    
                                                                                                            Administration                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Working at Brandeis                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Commencement                                                                    
	 
                                                                     
                                                                                                                Offices Directory                                                                    


                        			


                	
                        Students
                    
	
                        Faculty & Staff
                    
	
                        Alumni & Friends
                    
	
                        Parents & Families
                    


            	
                Popular Resources
                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                    
                    
                        
                            
                        
                    
                
                	
                        75th Anniversary
                    
	
                        Campus Calendar
                    
	
                        Commencement
                    
	
                        Directory
                    
	
                        Employment
                    
	
                        Latte
                    
	
                        New Students
                    
	
                        News/Media
                    
	
                        Shuttle Schedules
                    
	
                        Support at Brandeis
                    
	
                        Workday
                    
	
                        Sites A-Z
                    


                 


    

    

            

        

        
            








    
        
    		
                
                                        
                                    			    International Students and Scholars Office

                                    			
                                                                                                                                                                            Home /
                                                        
            				                                                                                                        				                                                                    Student Employment/Internships /
                                                                                                                                Optional Practical Training (OPT) /
                                                                                                                        OPT Application Process
                                        			
                    

                

    		

    	

    


            
                
                    





























            OPT Application Process

    

                                         Follow the steps below for guidance on how to apply for Optional Practical Training (OPT). 

Reminder:  Do not submit your OPT application to USCIS until you have received your Form I-20 with your OPT recommendation from the ISSO.
        
                                                              
                                
          
            Expand All
          
          
                     
                
                    
                    

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                     

                        Step 1: Resources for Applying for OPT
                    
                
            	
                                                			    	Review the  ISSO OPT webpage
	Attend one of the ISSO’s OPT Information Sessions or watch the OPT video 
	Review the  Form I-765 USCIS Instructions
	Review the Form I-765 Brandeis Supplemental Instructions


If you have questions, schedule an appointment with your ISSO Advisor
                                	

        	

                    
                
                    
                    

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                     

                        Step 2: Request an OPT Form I-20 in the ISSO Portal
                    
                
            	
                                                			    F-1 students must request approval and a recommendation from an ISSO Advisor to apply for OPT.  To do this, you must request a new Form I-20 recommending you for OPT:

	Log in to the ISSO Portal with your Brandeis credentials
	Click on the "Request & Documents" tab, then click the “OPT Request” icon
	Complete the "OPT Request", including the questionnaires, file uploads, electronic signature documents, and the Academic Advisor Approval section
	Click “Submit” (not “Save”) to submit the "OPT Request"
	Your request will be processed within 5-7 business days. If your request is approved, you will receive an email from the ISSO with instructions on how to download your new OPT Form I-20 and the next steps in the application process.


                                	

        	

                    
                
                    
                    

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                     

                        Step 3: Prepare your OPT Application
                    
                
            	
                                                			    Once you have received your new Form I-20 recommending you for OPT, you must decide if you will submit your OPT application by mail or online.

Online

If you are filing your OPT application online,  follow the online instructions carefully.  You may need to prepare the items below:

	OPT Form I-20-Review the information for accuracy, sign, and date the bottom of page 1
	Two new standard (2” x 2”) passport-sized photos. Visit the Department of State website for details on photo requirements.
	The most recent copy of Form I-94
	Copy of passport identification page (if applicable)
	Copies CPT Form I-20(s) and/or OPT Form I-20(s) (if applicable)
	Copy of previous Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) (if applicable)
	OPT application fee of $470 - You may pay using a credit card, debit card, or bank transfer.  If you use a credit card, the card must be issued by a U.S. bank.


By Mail

If you are filing your OPT application by mail,  prepare the items below:

	Form I-765-USCIS’ website includes instructions that you should refer to to complete the I-765. Please also check Form I-765 Brandeis Supplemental Instructions. Typing is preferred, but you may handwrite in areas that you cannot complete on the electronic form. Please ensure the date 08/25/2020 is present in the bottom left corner of the Form I-765 you will submit.
	Form G-1145
	OPT Form I-20-Review the information for accuracy, sign, and date the bottom of page 1
	Two new standard (2” x 2”) passport-sized photos. Visit the Department of State website for details on photo requirements.
	The most recent copy of Form I-94
	Copy of passport identification page
	Copies CPT Form I-20(s) and/or OPT Form I-20(s) (If applicable)
	Copy of F-1 visa
	Copy of previous Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) (If applicable)
	OPT application fee of $520 - Check or money order.
	
Checks/Money orders should be made payable to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Use our sample check for guidance. While a check or money order is the recommended method of payment, you also have the option to fill out Form G-1450 to pay with a U.S.-issued credit card. 







                                	

        	

                    
                
                    
                    

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                     

                        Step 4: Submit your OPT Application
                    
                
            	
                                                			    According to the USCIS I-765 instructions, students must be physically present in the U.S. to submit an OPT application.

Do not begin your application with USCIS until you receive the new OPT Form I-20 recommending you for OPT from the ISSO. Submitting your OPT application before obtaining the OPT Form I-20 will lead to the denial of your OPT application.

You must submit your OPT application within 30 days of the issuance date on the bottom of page one of your new Form I-20.

 If You File Online:

Create an account with USCIS: After setting up this account you will be able to:

	Complete your forms and upload your documents 
	Pay your fee
	Submit your OPT application online
	Download a Receipt Notice immediately.  A duplicate paper Receipt Notice will be sent to you by mail at a later date.
	Track the status of your case
	Communicate with USCIS through a secure inbox
	Respond to Requests for Evidence (RFEs)


If You File by Mail

Assemble your OPT paper application in this order:

	Form G-1145 (pdf) (optional but recommended) to request email or text notification when USCIS accepts your application.
	Photos and check/money orders should be paper-clipped to the front of Form I-765.
	Original, signed Form I-765. 
	Copy of New OPT Form I-20 (Do not mail the original)-Signed by you at the bottom of page one
	Copies of  Form I-20s which indicate that you were authorized for employment (CPT/OPT) from the most recent to the oldest
	Copy of most recent Form I-94 
	Copy of F-1 Visa
	Copy of your Passport Photo ID Page and Passport Expiration Page (maybe the same page)
	Copy of any previously issued Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) (if applicable)
	Visit the Form I-765 address page of the USCIS website for the most up-to-date mailing address for your OPT application. 


Premium Processing

The United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) offers Premium Processing for F-1 students applying for OPT/STEM OPT. Premium Processing provides expedited processing (30 calendar days) for OPT/STEM OPT applications for an additional fee of $1,685 filed with Form I-907. For additional information on Premium Processing see the USCIS website. 

The 30 calendar day premium processing timeframe does not include the time it takes to produce an Employment Authorization Document (EAD). The EAD will be produced within 1-2 weeks after the OPT/STEM OPT approval.

We recommend that you monitor USCIS I-765 processing times and consider the points below before deciding to pay for premium processing:

	The date your OPT application was received by USCIS
	Your requested OPT start date
	Potential travel plans


To request premium processing on a pending OPT application that you have previously filed online:

	Go to USCIS My Account
	Choose “File a Form Online”
	Choose “I-907, Request for Premium Processing Service” in the drop-down menu under “Select the form you want to file online.”
	Click “Start Form”
	Your pending OPT case should display under “Add Premium Processing to a Case."


                                	

        	

                    
                
                    
                    

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                        
                          
                            
                              
                            
                          
                        

                     

                        Step 5: Wait for USCIS to Approve your OPT Application
                    
                
            	
                                                			    Once you have submitted your OPT application to the USCIS within the required timeline, you are eligible to remain in the U.S. in F-1 status until your OPT application has been processed. You should receive three documents from the USCIS: First, a Receipt Notice, second, an Approval Notice, and finally your Employment Authorization Document (EAD.) 

	The Receipt Notice is evidence that USCIS has received your OPT application. You are permitted to remain in the U.S. while your OPT application is pending. 
	After your program end date, you may not work on or off-campus until your OPT has been approved, you have received your EAD and your OPT start date has been reached.
	If you receive a Request for Evidence (RFE), please contact your ISSO Advisor for assistance. 
	After you have submitted your OPT application you must follow the Stage 4 instructions on Maintaining F-1 Status on Post-Completion OPT. 


You can use the USCIS' Case Status Online page to find the USPS tracking number for your EAD delivery. If you do not receive your EAD within 30 days from the OPT/STEM OPT approval date you can submit an online case inquiry to ask about your missing EAD.

If You Change Your Address

If you change your address after submitting your OPT application, you should update your address with USCIS to ensure you receive all notices and documents in a timely manner and avoid possible delays related to your case. Individuals should notify USCIS as soon as possible and no more than 10 days after a change of address.

	Update your address using your USCIS online account (the account used to submit your application)
	Update your address with the U.S. Postal Service (USPS)
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                                	                                        The International Students and Scholars Office is part of the Provost Office's global engagement efforts.

Global Brandeis
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	Scam Information
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                        	                                        International Students and Scholars Office
Kutz 215, MS 040
Brandeis University
415 South Street
Waltham, MA 02453

781-736-3480
isso@brandeis.edu
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