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From “Ask not…” to “Yes we can”
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As special counsel and chief speechwriter to President John F. 

Kennedy, Theodore “Ted” Sorensen helped author one of the 

most memorable inaugural addresses in American history.  

An early supporter of Barack Obama and chair of the board of 

Brandeis’s International Center for Ethics, Justice, and Public 

Life, Sorensen will discusses his career, the inaugural speeches  

of presidents Kennedy, Reagan, and Clinton, and how Obama 

might best introduce his presidency to the world.
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Faculty respondent
Peniel Joseph, associate professor of African and  
Afro-American studies, Brandeis University, and  
author of Waiting for the Midnight Hour

sponsored by
The International Center for Ethics, Justice, and Public Life  
The Brandeis Student Union  
GenEd Now


