Grant Proposal Guide

Summary of Significant Changes

Overall Document — In response to OMB guidance issued March 9, 2009 and the Foundation’s May 21%
announcement that proposers must prepare and submit proposals using the NSF FastLane system, all
references to Grants.gov Apply have been removed from the document. NSF will continue to post information
about available funding opportunities to Grants.gov FIND.

The National Science Board issued a report in August, 2009 entitled “investing in the Future NSF Cost Sharing
Policies for a Robust Federal Research Enterprise”, which outlined a set of recommendations regarding NSF's
cost sharing policy. The Foundation is in the process of considering how best to implement those
recommendations, however, no changes have been made yet and therefore, NSF's current cost sharing policy
remains in effect.

Chapter 1.D.3, Full Proposal, has been supplemented with a reference to an Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) repart on research integrity that may be helpful to proposers.

Chapter LF.3, When to Submit Proposals, has been clarified o state that if a deadline date falls on a Federal
holiday, the deadline is extended to the following business day. Previously, the section did not specify the
category of holiday that was applicable.

Chapter 11.C.1.e, Proposal Certifications, has an entirely new proposal certification added regarding
responsible conduct of research. When submitting a proposal to NSF, the Authorized Organizational
Representative is required to complete a ceriification that the institution has a plan to provide appropriate
training and oversight in the responsible and ethical conduct of research to undergraduates, graduate students,
and postdoctoral researchers who will be supported by NSF to conduct research. While training plans are not
required to be included in proposals submitted to NSF, institutions are advised that they are subject to review
upon request.

Chapter I11.D.7, Proposals Invoiving Human Subjects, has been updated to reflect that if a certification of
exemption is provided after submission of the proposal and before the award is issued, the exemption number
corresponding to one or more of the exemption categories must be included in the documentation provided to
NSF.

Exhibit II-1, Proposal Preparation Checklist, has been updated with a reminder that all proposals that include
support for a postdoctoral researcher must include a mentoring plan in the Supplementary Documentation
section of the proposal. Failure to do so wilf result in the return of the proposal without review. Additional
guidance regarding the mentoring requirement and coliaborative proposals also is included.
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Award & Administration Guide

Summary of Significant Changes

Overall Document - In response to OMB guidance issued March 9, 2009 and the Foundation's May 21
announcement that proposers must prepare and submit proposals using the NSF FastLane syster, all
references to Grants.gov Apply have been removed from the document. NSF will continue fo post
information about available funding opportunities to Grants.gov FIND.

The National Science Board issued a report in August, 2009 entitled “Investing in the Future NSF Cost
Sharing Policies for a Robust Federal Research Enterprise”, which outlined a set of recommendations
regarding NSF cost sharing policy. The Foundation is in the process of considering how best to
implement those recommendations, however, no changes have been made yet and therefore, NSF’s
current cost sharing policy remains in effect.

Chapter I.E.3, Project Qutcomes Report for the General Public, is an entirely new section which
describes the project outcomes report Pls will need to produce and which is to be written for and will be
accessible by the general public. Within 90 days following expiration of the grant, a project outcomes
report must be submitted electronically via Research.gov. This report serves as a brief summary,
prepared specifically for the public, of the nature and outcomes of the project. Information about the
content of the report and what is to be included are contained in this section.

Chapter iV.A, Conflict of Interest Policies, has been supplemented with language on applicability of
such policies to subawardees and the like, who must either have their own policy that complies with
NSF’s conflict of interest policy or they must follow the prime institution’'s policies.

Chapter IV.B, Responsible Conduct of Research, is another new section that provides NSF's
implementation of Section 7009 of the America COMPETES Act regarding responsible conduct of
research (RCR). Institutions must have a plan in place to provide appropriate training and oversight in
the responsible and ethical conduct of research to undergraduates, graduate students, and postdoctoral
researchers who will be supported by NSF to conduct research. Institutions must designate one or more
persons to oversee compliance with the RCR training requirement and must verify that appropriate
training was provided.
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