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Course Objectives:
To acquire the fundamentals of grammar, to build vocabulary, to develop reading, oral and written skills, and to learn about modern Israeli culture. 

The course teaches Hebrew in context, by using the proficiency approach.

Topics will include getting acquainted, living environment, food, family, shopping, the days of the week, etc. 
It is anticipated that by completion of Hebrew 10, the students will be able to:

· Recognize the Hebrew letters and vowels

· Read Hebrew script and print

· Engage in basic communicative exchanges

· Introduce and provide personal information about oneself and others

· Tell and ask simple questions about: places of residence, school and studies, family, daily schedule, etc.

· Make short descriptions of people, places, and actions

· Read and write short passages and dialogues

· Count up to 1000, tell the time, state one’s age, ask for a price, order food, etc.
· Demonstrate knowledge of some aspects of the Hebrew and Israeli culture: modern and biblical names, Hebrew dates, idiomatic expressions, maps, songs, etc.
· Identify and demonstrate control of the following grammatical terms: pronouns; gender and number agreement; prepositions; the root and verb system, present and past tense, infinitive, regular and irregular verbs;  possessive, etc.
· Look up words in a dictionary

 Course Requirements:
Attendance and participation as well as homework are very important and constitute a major portion of the final grade. 
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	Make-up test and quizzes are not possible unless it is an excused absence. Make-up test and quizzes will be administrated in the instructor office during office hours. 


The final exam will include three parts: reading, writing and grammar, and speaking.

The final examination will be administered during the last 2 classes.
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	Notice! Make the necessary arrangement at the beginning of the semester to attend. 


Course Materials:

· Brandeis Modern Hebrew. Ringvald, Porath, Peleg, Shorr and Hascal. (Units 1-6) 

· Dictionary for the Learners of Hebrew. Lauden and Weinbach. 
· Three-ring binder – 4 dividers for: grammar, homework, quizzes, tests, and miscellaneous  
Optional Dictionaries: 

English-Hebrew Hebrew-English Dictionary. Shimon Zilberman
Weinbach, L. & Lauden, E.   (1993).  Multi Dictionary.  Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv
Kernerman & Kahn Lonnie.  (1995).  Oxford English-Hebrew/Hebrew-English Dictionary.  Keter Enterprises, Jerusalem. 
 

General guideline for assessment of class participation:

Students are expected… 
· to be prepared for class

· to be precisely on time when class starts 

· to participate voluntarily and contribute constructively during class

· to speak only in Hebrew during oral assignments 

· to speak only when given assignment or permission
Assignments:

· Daily assignments will include: reading, writing, or speaking tasks.
· Assignments must be neat and legible. Please include date, name, title and/or page number.
· Please staple your assignment.

· Please hand in corrections stapled with the original work.

· Assignment must be turned on time.

· Each student must submit his/her individual work.
Composition of final grades:
	Attendance and participation
	15%

	Homework, presentations 
	20%

	Quizzes
	25%

	Midterm
	15%

	Final
	25% 

	
	100%


General:

· Past experience has taught us that beginners will very quickly catch up with their classmates even though some of them may have studied Hebrew for several years.

· A Hebrew TA will be available to help with homework, oral practice and any other individual questions you may have.

· Students are expected to meet with the instructor regularly. 

· If you are a student with documented disability on record at Brandeis University and wish to have a reasonable accommodation made for you, please see the instructor immediately.

· Students are recommended to participate in extracurricular events, suggested by the instructor, such as lectures and Israeli movies.
בהצלחה!
