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ment, they did not make any demands which could have uggmvated the situation, thus losing
precious time.
13. Most progressive theologians and interpreters of the Quran introduce 2 historical factor in their
e improvement that Mohanimad brought to women in his time; for instance, they

analysis of th
would quote his opposition to female infanticide. Others would research on rights for women to

end their marriage of own property, Jooking at it both from the point of view of religious rights
and customary rights.

14, For example, in the Arab and Middle East tradition women would keep their father’s name
throughout their lives and would be known as X, daughter of Y (or would also be referred to as
X, mother of 7). Now bureaucrats are imposing the Western tradition of the husband’s name.
Considering the number of divorces and repudiations, women will now have to be called by 4or
5 different names in their life. Their sense of self-identity will certainly be shattered. Bureaucrats
do not seem troubled with this introduction of such an alien tradition.

15. Though women who join fundamentalist groups claim that they get all these benefits, it clearly
appears as self-justificatory. Nevertheless, oné has to admit that neither the Left nor govemn-
ments have even pretended to cater to the needs of people the way fundamentalists do. As e
example, in Algeria in the late 1970s, when there was neither food on the market nor othingin
the shops to buy (regardless of prices), the Muslim Brothers were the ones who distributed
semolina (the basis of couscous, very popular basic dish), as well as “Islamic dress” at the
mosques on Fridays. This is how the hijab Iranian style—-deﬁnitely an untraditional women's

dress in Algeria—was introduced in our country. The Muslim Brothers in Algeria and funda-

mentalist groups in many other countries are the only ones who have both the will and the -5

money to afford to be populists. Their money obviously comes from various state SOUrces,

which allow them t© generate income and finance their projects. The powerful Arkam, who was
visited by a woman activist in Malaysia, has branches in many countries both in Asia and in

Africa, as well as in non-Muslim countries (for instance in Australia): they own factories, pro-

duce for their own communities who live in autarchy, both in terms of self-subsistence, and for
grants, teachings, and religious education. :

16. 1n 1988 the network Women Living Under Muslim Laws planned to explore the possibiliﬁesq
gathering and circulating information on progressive interpretations of 1slan; this project latet
evolved into jdentifying feminist interpreters of the Quran, then gathering and circulating the
work. In 1988 an international working group on ferninist interpretation of the Quran W
Jaunched which held its first meeting in July 1990 in Karachi; since then the group meets 8%
larly; the research done is circulated within the network Women Living Under Muslim Laws: -

17. Male progressive interpreters of the Quran have often paid with their lives for their decist

undertake [jtihad. In recent years Tahar Haddad was persecuted in Tunisia, Asghar Ali Engi®

escaped bombs in Jndia, and the Sudanese Nour Mahmoud Mohanied Tahir was illed in 39
The latter’s books were publicly burn® his body buried ina hidden place to prevent pi
and the possession of his books was punishable.

18. See various publications by Women Living Under Muslim Laws network: Information Kit ot
Marriage Contracts and the Delegated Right of Divorce Talaq et tafwez (1989% proceedi
Megting on Interpretations of the Koran by Women (1991); Les Fermmes dans le Coran
mation préparé pour la réunion du Groupe International de Travat

es (Juillet 1990, Karachi: Femmes Sous Lois Musulm:mes)§

Coraniques par Jes Femm

the Qur’an: Information Kit prepared for Women Living Under

International Working Meeting o1 Qur’anic Interpretation by Women (Karach'l)- o

19. The claim by fundamentalists that any individual is a threat (o the whole of 1slam 18 we
Lrated by the Rushdie affair.

20. On the forefront of secularism and the separation of religion from the state ar¢
women, whose stands are published in Dossier no. 7 and 8. Women Living Under
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Searching for Identity and Location in Beij ing

For many women of color who sought to create bonds with women {rom their
continents of origin, Beijing was often painful. The difficulties encountered by
women of color in connecting with these women were interwoven with the history
of their migration to the United States. For African American women, the legacy of
slavery meant that few know their specific countries of origin and claiming com-
n women was more difficult for them than the geographic

mon ground with Africal
and cultural connections through which Asian American and Latinas have aready

frame of reference. For indigenous women, whose presence in and claim to the
United States precedes all other ethnic and racial communities, ideas of self-deter-
mination and sovereignty resonate most closely with indigenous women from
1d. However, despite these differences in Jocation, in Beijing,

other parts of the wor
all women of color had to overcome the suspicion and hostility that came from

being perceived as «Americans” by women from the South.

Negatively held perceptions of Americans as interfering, arrogant, ignoram;
insensitive, and imperialist were ascribed to women of color as well as to white
women from the United States. These attitudes forced women of color constantly :
to confront the role of the United States as an aggressor and violator of human
rights even as they perceived themselves as oppositional forces within the country.
Thus, as Rinku Sen, codirector of the Center for Third World Organizing, stated,
d continually to make decisions about how they identified

women of color ha
themselves in relation to women from the South. Although some expected to make

immediate connections with women from their home countries, others were moe
careful in how they identified themselves—as women from the South living in
North, as women of color from the United States, as immigrant women, 0
women from their particular ethnic or racial background. According to ¥
women of color sought self-definitions to avoid rejection by their Southern co
terparts. o
As many women from both the United States and the South have poin d

U.S. women have usually been involved with women in other countries in the ¢
text of academic research, development aid, or involvement in other wom
movements. Thus, hundreds of dissertations have been written
in the Third World by women from the United States, but rarely do woen {9
the South come to “study” U.S. women OF write dissertations o1 governmﬂ{t
of women on welfare ot the attacks by the religious Right on abortion provld_e
this country. Similarly, women from other parts of the world have not presur®
define the agenda of U.S. women’s movements in the same way that somsWQ
from this country have insisted that women’s movements in other
itize female genital mutilation, dowry deaths, or religious persecutiOD;_ :
plistic understanding of women's lives ignores the depth and breadth of ¥
her parts of the world. The anger felt by woment from 0 het
of the world at this often racist and culturally biased perception ©
been exacerbated by the fact that most U.S. women's movements 3!

addressed the role played by their own governmem in the yiolation$ of

organizing in ot

e
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human rights the w
rorld o
for dictatorships, the loca(t)iver w"htt'her through the training of military >
O eemationa] Mo on of military bases, the programs of t! W ) ool
netary Fund, or the actions of U.S corporat’]e ond Bankor
.S ions overseas.

On Being “Women of Color” and Organizing for Beijing
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nous women, solidarity with other women of color in the United States 15 compli- Women of color were unabl .
cated by the reality that women of color are just as much interlopers on Native Lational movement or network ehto utilize the pre-Beijing process to build
people’s lands as are white people. Communities of color and immigrant commu- meetings and conferences tookr lW en .such a network was critical. Hundreds 2}
nities are often disrespectful of indigenous peoples; share the same value systems as ings convened by the Wome ? ace prior to Beijing (including ten regional o
white people in terms of acquisition of wealth, resources, and powers andcanbeas atternpted to share agendas : a; B.:;feau of the Department of Labor); yeI:l::et-
insensitive to the needs of indigenous peoples. Thus, the concerns of other women - of action. The energy that t)ogok s, ideas, and strategies to develop concer;ed pl ew
women to Bei}mg dld ans
not get transformed i
mto a

pow;:;iulezoice for the human rights of women of color.
reover, w?men of color did not understand th ¥
or! i i
l;}:ﬁorg: :(c:lr- :,:::32 ::l sa r:ol to influence public policy inptcl)lret?rfiet:cf ;}tl:tBellling
o o e the cc)mgo.tlated by approximately 181 governments inceis.d'he
o o Aot o :rllltgrlrz)ir;tﬁyoi ;I-:I iIrlnerlnb:;r countries to half t,he wlcl>r11:il’§
| ! volved in regi
g,:ﬁ?; t:reolzei);e’rfr;:lgl;s :nd establish themselves as p;:i?sn ?nl a:}li:?v: " e
ik rpid ov omen of color even realized that the Beijin co;lprlbllc
ampd prepaIga ) :;npenm 'conference as well as an NGO Forim Berence
ftheislackof peepacs uat, ;t was difficult for women of color in Beijin .toecause
Pl womeng = ely or affect the process. Again, the one ex o tion was
ucus. However, their efforts at influencing t}cliPIt’llZ?f N
orm

would have benefited from a ong and powerful o] Wi
str p
cedto s . g I bby by omen of color who

of color conflict with or differ from indigenous women's struggles around self-
determination, land, sovereignty, and survival. In Beijing, therefore, the primary
focus of U.S. indigenous women was to meet indigenous peoples from around the
world and to build an international network. This network will act across common
issues of nuclear waste, Jand rights, and sovereignty issues and to monitor actions
at the United Nations which affect indigenous peoples. Alliances with other
in certain contexts, but indigenous women did not feel
general agenda of women of color.

women of color were useful
that they always fit into the

Transforming Consciousness into Action

All the women 1 spoke with described a profound shift in their consciousness post
Beijing. Almost all shared the same vision for future social change organizing, bu
few have been able to make these ideas concrete. According to Rinku Sen, wo
have developed a new language describing themselves and their work, but this hag
not yet changed day-to-day organizing. It has also been difficult for women
were in Beijing to share their experiences adequately with women who did
attend the conference. :
Despite the challenges, the common themes articulated by those who we
Beijing provide a shared basis for action. Many women urged increasing the focus
community organizing and base building. Their first priority was organizing Wi
their own ethnic communities. Alice Cardona articulated the need to refoct
hen connect with other women of color to cgd

one's own community and t
around clear goals. Similarly, Peggy Saika described her efforts 10 build

espite these missed o iti
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ide much needi;a;ses. for political action, it is also critical thatntl}llnultl,mes -
: s : € i
Women's movemen :lstl:;r‘lia: leaders?flp that crosses ethnic and iden);it;gl]i?:l .
: L are suffering fr .. €s.
on, and direction Y g from an acute crisis i : ;
. Women of color who are local leaders must":i lea(lierShlp’
evelop and

American and Pacific Islander womer’s movement that shifted the focus from their critical less C
oricnted organizations t0 base-building and advocacy groups. All these ! le. If women of Oln 5 Strathles, and analyses with a wider consti
described plans for national post-Beijing meetings of their particular id ommunities thco or continue only to define themselves i t;:Stltuency of
s issue and identity i 0 , they perpetuate the problem of white womerllnbei;gcontex.t Odf
percelve

onal leaders whil
i e women of color
ar ethnicity or are seen only as speakin )
Yy or con isi pea for th
accountability anfiern' fis %H?ITOI'tant that leadership be asgsumed R
unities und I'CSPOIHSlbllltYr but it is also important th out ofa
oen from ot erstand their power as well as their victimizati at marginal-
Beijing provided women of color with singular opportunities at2) while am'culatei;garts of tlhe world demonstrated the potentlic:ll't K
dership within or \anizations in the United states—oPPo e a complex analysis : L 0 speax as
p & gAl en of color returned from Bei);ingo\fv:?}fu e.!:iplmtznon and oppression.
pride and affirmation, whi
, which

selves into lea gy and ex
, citemen Tovide the basis f;
n asis for movi i
ving from margin to center in a way that redefine
S

that have not been realized. On the other hand, the enet
de hope that new directions will emerge 1B abili .
i 4l 3lshctz © ~bulld a true democracy that val
s constituents hangs in the balance ues and protects the human

groups. They also felt more opportunities to meet acros!

crucial, and they called for better international networking and global conn

Opportunities Lost and Found

who went continues t0 provi
izing of women of color.





