MLA Citation and You: A Quick Reminder

We didn’t get a chance to go over documentation in much detail, but here is an explicit statement of what I expect from you: you must always use a consistent scholarly documentation format for any work you produce for me (or for anyone else at any other time in your academic career, for that matter).  The default format for citation in this course is MLA, the more-or-less universally applied format for the discussion of literature.  If you are familiar with or have a strong preference for another comparable academic format (APA or Chicago, for example), I’m happy to give you a chance to use it.  However, be warned that you must always use an academically appropriate method of citation for all of your academic work, or I will not accept it.  This means that all quotes or specific references in the body of your work must get appropriate in-text citation, and that you must include a works cited list at the end of your assignments.  The talented Diana Hacker has provided a very detailed guide to citation in a variety of formats in Rules for Writers, but here are the basics of MLA citation if you should need to jog your memory:

Every page of your essay must have your last name and the page number printed in the upper right-hand corner.  Your name, your instructor’s name, the course number, and the date of submission appear double-spaced and in that order on the left-hand side of the first page, above the title.  All text is double-spaced in 12-point, times new roman font, including the title.  Titles should be centered.

In-text citations appear as follows:


“A Description of a City Shower” has evoked strong reactions from many readers over the years: Mrs. Pilkington’s mother famously lost interest in her breakfast 
when she read that, “Sweepings from butchers’ stalls, dung, guts, and blood, / Drowned puppies, stinking sprats, all drenched in mud, / Dead cats, and turnip tops, come tumbling down the flood” (61-3).  I can’t say that I blame her.  

The lines of verse are separated by forward slash marks to keep Swift’s line breaks intact.  Note that the above citation is exactly three lines.  Should you need to quote more than three lines, they must appear in this manner:


Swift demonstrates an incredible scorn for all his fellow humans in just a few brief lines:



Now in contiguous drops the flood comes down,



Threatening with deluge this devoted town.



To shop in crowds the daggled females fly,



Pretend to cheapen goods but nothing buy.



The Templar spruce, while every spout’s abroach,



Stays till ‘tis fair, yet seems to call a coach.  (31-6)

If I were quoting prose instead of verse, I would need to indent a quotation if it were longer than four lines of text, and my citation would include page numbers covered rather than line numbers.  Note that the above lines run from 31 to 36, and that the citation does not repeat unnecessary information, as a reader can assume that the “6” stands for 36 unless told otherwise.  If the lines quoted ran from line 35 to line 46, my citation would look like this: (35-46).  If it were 135-146, this would be appropriate: (135-46).  And if the citation was from line 135 to 246 (as unlikely as a citation like that would be to appear), it would appear thusly: (135-246).

There is no need to reference anything other than page or line number if the title of the work discussed appears in the body of your text before your quotation.  Note that this is almost always the case when discussing literature.  If it is not clear to what work you’re referring, citation of page number is preceded by the author’s name: (Swift 21-7).  If you’re discussing multiple works by the same author and have not made it clear in your previous discussion which work you’re quoting, use a shortened version of the title: (“City Shower” 21-7).  Note that there is no punctuation inside in-text citations.  If for some reason it is not clear that you are referencing line numbers, which are assumed to be the standard means of reference for a poem, a single line looks like this: (ln 21).  A citation covering multiple lines looks like this: (ll 21-7).  Again, note the lack of punctuation inside the citation.

A standard entry for a book on a works cited page looks like this:

Brooks, Cleanth.  The Well-Wrought Urn: Studies in the Structure of Poetry.  New York: 
Harcourt Brace and Co., 1948.    



A work in an anthology looks like this:

Swift, Jonathan.  “A Description of a City Shower.”  1710.  The Norton Anthology of 
English Literature.  7th Ed.  Vol. 1C.  Ed. M.H. Abrams and Stephen Greenblatt.  
New York: WW Norton and Co, 2000.  2300-1.

There can be considerable variation in works cited entries, and Diana Hacker has dedicated her professional life to laying out every possible permutation in an easy-to-read format.  The rule of thumb with this sort of citation, though, is that it needs to include all the relevant information a reader might need in order to find the work with minimal effort, organized in order of importance.  Thus, the entry for the anthology appears after the information for the poem, which includes original date of publication.  Our course pack should have title pages reproduced for all the works we’re reading, so get into the habit of treating them as though you are citing the book itself.  There is no reason to specify that any of our readings come from a course pack, as you have access to the original publication information for everything we’re reading.  
