Lesson Plan: Using the Grading Rubric to Revise Thesis/Introduction
(Lauren Holm and John Plotz, English Department)
Objective: To give students the grading rubric and help them understand our criteria for evaluating their work. To have students revise their thesis/introduction with our grading criteria in mind.

Total Estimated Time: 50 minutes.

Work Completed Before Class: Students have written an introductory paragraph and brought it to class.

1. Pass out the rubric and go over the elements they will be graded on. Have a conversation about what constitutes strong writing. Answer any questions about grading policy/the rubric (10 minutes)  

2. Give students a sample student essay (an A or A- works well to give students a model, a B or B+ paper works well for a discussion on how to revise or improve). Have students read the introduction. (5 minutes) 

3. Ask students to use the rubric to evaluate the introduction. (5 minutes)

4. Have students work in pairs to review their introductions with the rubric in mind, see attached peer review sheet. (20 minutes, but break the time down into reading 3-5 minutes, responding 5-7 minutes, discussing 10 minutes, and revising 5 minutes. Let students know at the beginning how long they will have for each part and prompt them when it’s time to move to the next step.)
5. Ask students to share revised introductions in class or, if you run out of time, on a latte forum. Wrap up by encouraging them to revise their own introductions based on this discussion and peer review. Encourage them to exchange emails with their peers and continue their conversation outside of class.
Introductory Paragraph/Thesis Exercise for Essay 1

Exchange introductory paragraphs with your partner. Please take a few minutes to read your partner’s paragraph, and 5-7 minutes to write your response. Please DO NOT SPEAK WITH YOUR PARTNER during that first period. Afterwards, you will exchange papers and discuss what you’ve written.

In crafting a response for your partner, please consider the following questions:

· What is the argument of this paper, in your own words. If there is no explicit thesis statement, what do you think the author might be arguing based on what is written?
· Is the thesis too vague? Too general? If the answer is yes, do you have any suggestions for how to focus the argument?

· Does the thesis sentence attempt to answer (or at least explore) a challenging intellectual question? If the answer is no, do you have any suggestions for how to develop such a question on this subject?

· Is the point your partner is making one that would generate discussion and argument, or is it one that would leave people asking, “So what?” If it would generate discussion and argument, try to lay out possible objections or counterarguments that might be raised in response to this argument. How might the author address these concerns? If the point would leave people asking, “so what?” do you have any suggestions for how the author could frame their point so that its implications would be clear to the reader?

When you have both finished writing a response to your partner’s thesis, have a discussion about how the introductory paragraph could be improved. Focus on one person’s paragraph at a time. Work on actually writing a new introductory paragraph in response to your partner’s comments.[image: image1.png]
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