NEJS 111a


Comparative Essay – Scholarly Articles

Pre-Draft Assignment

Summary and Evaluation

General description and instructions:
This assignment will help develop the two distinct skills of summarizing and critiquing texts, which you will need draw upon for various written assignments in this course.  It will highlight the functions of a summary over against an evaluation, while requiring that your writing be clear, concise, and interesting.  

This pre-draft assignment functions as a component of your 3 page comparative essay (due March 11th) that will require that you choose a pair of scholarly articles to compare.  Using the pair of articles that you choose for your 3 page comparative essay, you will complete this pre-draft assignment in two stages over two weeks.  Each pre-draft assignment will entail writing two paragraphs and one sentence on each article. Your article options may be found at the assignment description for the Comparative Essay – Scholarly Articles.
Breakdown of the assignment:
· Stage/Week 1: Article Summaries

For each of the two articles, you should write a one-paragraph summary.  The two summary paragraphs are due in class on Thursday, February 5th.

A Writing Session dedicated to summaries will be held in class on Monday, February 2nd.  For further information regarding summaries, see the Writing a Summary handout on LATTE.

· Stage/Week 2: Article Evaluations

For each of the two articles, you should write a one-paragraph evaluation and one sentence summarizing your evaluation.  The two evaluation paragraphs and two sentences are due in class on Thursday, February 12th.

A Writing Session dedicated to evaluative writing will be held in class on Monday, February 9th.  For further information regarding evaluative writing, see the Evaluative Writing handout on LATTE.
