Due March 23

6 page Case Study of a particular incident or organization

This assignment provides an opportunity to explore a crucial example or test case or cases drawn from American history.  Clearly introduce and explain the incident involving or organization, explain how you selected it out of all possible examples, and describe the political process of interest in some detail, referring to your first essay of six pages.  Use your historical case to confront a general theoretical claim – e.g. that indigenous organizations provide the organizational resources, including members, leaders, and communication networks, is essential to social movement emergence.  Through a careful reconstruction of a historical episode, narrowly conceived, address the theoretical or general claim or rule of a set of scholarly readings that you explored in the first essay.  Such general claims should explain - to some degree - all examples of movement evolution throughout the century and in our day.  Thus, think big but research small.  Does the theory explain or fail to explain your chosen example of social movement activity?
Suggested organization of Case Study

1. What are the empirical expectations of your case generated by your first paper on a particular theoretical mechanism? (one page)  Refer to McAdam, ch. 4 for an example of this.

2. Describe the political and social setting that introduces the reader to your historical episode. (one half or one page)

3. Provide a clear and efficient narrative history of your historical episode, noting when appropriate the operation of theoretically relevant mechanisms. (three or so pages)

4. How well does the unfolded case history “fit” the empirical expectations of theoretical exercise you performed in the first assignment? (one page)

