POL 180A: Social Movements in American Politics
Third Paper Assignment
On either April 21, 22, 23, or 28, each student will make a 15-20 minute presentation to the class on the nature of the reaction of white supremacists to the civil rights movement in a county or city in Mississippi.  This presentation will be based on a 6 page paper that you will submit on May 4 (paper copies to mailboxes of both Prof. Kryder and Paul Herron outside of POL dept., O-S 204).

Use this assignment to reconsider social movement theory through the use of narrative evidence drawn from your county about the conflict between movement and counter-movement.  Your research will address the common research questions: how did the police, the sheriff’s department and civilian groups such as the KKK work to control the civil rights movement?  What seems to explain the pattern of social control found in this location?

Your research will be based on two broad sets of sources:
1. The online archive of the Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission:
Mississippi Department of Archives and History: Sovereignty Commission
This source is most easily used when searching for documents matching a person’s name, so start your search by finding key names. You can use the following resources to do so:
       a.  Google books
       b.  article search engine on the Brandeis Library website

       c.  county or town historical society, county clerks; contact for names of Chiefs and

Sheriffs.

2. Secondary Sources
a. Articles
b. Books

c. Newspapers
An Outline for the Paper

I.  Urban centers vs. rural areas.  Begin the paper with a description of the local political-economy.  Describe the social setting in the county or town in terms of the geographic sub-region of the state, the primary local economic product, local social relations, and white and black population density.  Is it a rural, cotton-producing town?  Is it an urban center or ollege town?  Why does this matter to the movement and to the counter-movement, if at all? 

II.  Patterns of local policing (1955-1970).  Describe the personnel and practices of the county sheriff and police chief.  Do patterns of policing seem to relate to local social or economic conditions?  Does the personal racial attitude of law enforcement officials make a difference?   

III.  Social Movement Theory.  Think about the social movement concept or mechanism that you explored in your first two papers.  How might a consideration of the counter-movement alter or refine your understanding of social movement theory?  Is it sufficient to simply invert McAdam’s  political process theory and apply it to the white reaction?  Or should it be revised in a more substantial ways?  Does it change your understanding of specific movements or of social movement theory to consider that movements are always competing with formal authorities or counter-movements? 

