POL 108a: Social Movements in American Politics
Term Paper Assignment
Spring 2009
Subject and Format
This series of assignments will accumulate into a narrowly focused term paper of 18-20 pages which will both address a general argument, theme, or puzzle in the academic literature and draw on a limited amount of original research concerning a particular empirical example (for example, an incident, organization, or policy) that interests you.  Your subject should be sufficiently narrow that you can reasonably research and address the general argument and the particular example in a systematic and focused way.  The paper will allow you to integrate your critical thinking on our course readings and other scholarship with one or more historical cases or examples.  You may choose any topic so long as it focuses primarily on the literature and history of an American social movement or movements.  One might scan the course syllabus for published work that is particularly interesting to you, or begin by locating an event or organization that puzzles you.  One of the primary goals of this term project as a whole is to marshal facts and evidence so as to make valid claims concerning the general political processes that characterize American social movements.  Think of this paper as seeking to test a proposition of this sort:  is                author                    correct when he/she claims                    general rule                  explains the actual sequence of facts in                my case(s)               ?  One tests such propositions by comparing the expectations of the general rule to the actual outcomes of cases drawn from history, while also considering alternative explanations.
Overview of Schedule
February 3
Submit two page Project Overview

February 12
Submit revision of Project Overview, building on evaluation

February 19 
Submit three page Literature Critique

March 3
Submit revision of Literature Critique, building on evaluation
March 10 
Submit Reverse Outline

March 23
Submit 6 page Case Study of a particular incident or organization

April 7

Submit revision of Case Study, building on evaluation



Submit one page Interim Report 

April 21-28
Oral Presentations

May 3

Final Paper Due
Detailed  Schedule

February 3
Submit two page Project Overview

The Project Overview is the first step in your research project, and it will help you brainstorm, narrow your research topic and scope, generate ideas relating to the topic and the relevant texts read in class, and formulate research questions you may wish to pursue.  You will use this exercise to explore and demonstrate the viability of your research project.
Instead of an outline, which assumes that you already have some idea of the structure of your paper, this assignment discusses what your paper might be about, your ideas on the topic, your reasons for choosing the topic, and what you will need to do in order to complete the project in full.  You will find that creating a research question is helpful because such questions, by calling for plausible answers, helps organize and focus all of your work.  With this assignment, you may find your topic narrowing, or find a new topic that is more interesting to you, or find causal factors or scholarly works of particular interest to you.

Please address the following challenges: 
1.   Why does this topic matter to the real world? 

2.   What specific research question(s) do you want to address in your paper?

3.   How do those questions or ideas intersect with what we have been reading and discussing in class?

4.   Provide a brief description of a particular event or organization that informs your topic.
5.   Identify three journal articles that will help guide your thinking about a general movement-related

political process.
6.   If you have a preliminary or working answer to your research question, please provide it.
7.   What kind of “doable” research are you planning? 
8.   How narrowly focused is your topic?  

9.   Do you have any ideas on how your paper will be structured?
10. Provide a clear and simple working title to the project.

Format.  For each of these assignments, double space the text, use one inch margins on all sides, with a 10 or 12 point typeface of any font style.  These rules ensure that all students submit roughly the same quantity of written work.  Direct quotations should be used sparingly, and when they are used, they should either be set within quotation marks or if longer than a line, indented 5 spaces and single spaced, without quotation marks.  Provide appropriate section headings, but do not skip excessive lines at such breaks.  The pages are to be numbered at the bottom and stapled in the upper left hand corner, with a title page - carrying a meaningful title - but with no other cover.  Pagination begins with the first page of text.  Use footnotes, single spaced and in the style indicated below;  no bibliography is necessary.
  Proofread the paper very carefully for spelling and punctuation and grammatical errors.  Papers submitted late will incur a substantial penalty.  
February 12
Submit revision of Project Overview, building on evaluation

February 19
Submit three page Literature Critique

This assignment asks you to explicate and critique published work.  No introductory or concluding paragraphs are necessary.  You must first identify the relevant causal analyses in at least three reputable journal articles or books, and then address the following questions:

1. How do these authors build on and critique previous scholarly work?

2. How do these authors define and operationalize their core concepts, such as “organizational strength,” “framing,” or “success”?
3.    What general cause and effect relationship is each author proposing or investigating?
4.  How do these authors justify their selection of particular events to test or illustrate their general theories?
March 3
Submit revision of Literature Critique, building on evaluation
March 10
Submit Reverse Outline

A reverse outline is a technique we can use to see the emerging architecture of your work in progress.  Take your two drafts, combine them, and write an outline of what you have already written.  Use the central claims of each paragraph as points in your outline.  

March 23
Submit 6 page Case Study of a particular incident or organization

This assignment is a chance for you to explore a crucial example or test case or cases.  Clearly identify the incident or organization, explain how you selected it out of all possible examples, and describe the political process of interest in detail.  Eventually each final paper must directly and fully address a theoretical or general claim or rule of a set of scholarly readings, including course readings.  For example, McAdam claims that certain general rules govern the generation, heyday and decline of social movements.  These general claims should explain to some degree all examples of movement evolution throughout the century and in our day.  Try to use your historical case to confront a general theoretical claim – e.g. that indigenous organizations provide the organizational resources, including members, leaders, and communication networks, is essential to social movement emergence.  Does the theory explain or fail to explain your chosen example of social movement activity?
April 7

Submit revision of Case Study, building on evaluation, and
Submit one page Interim Report 

In your interim report, please address the following questions:

1. What is the academic debate that you have engaged?

2. What is the core text or texts that are serving as touchstones for your work, and why?
3. What are the biggest problems you are having at this stage of the writing process? 
April 21, 22, 23, 28
Oral Presentations to Class
Each of you will give a 15 minute presentation in class about your research project.  These will be followed by time for questions from your instructors and your peers.  This presentation has several goals: to practice the oral presentation format, to practice the crafts of careful listening and constructive critique, to focus and propel your work, and to receive feedback and research advice from your instructors and your peers.  You may choose to use this opportunity to discuss a section of your paper or to offer an overview of the entire paper.  You may want to use the projector to show the class some of the historical materials that you are using, or to project an outline of your talk, to present snippets of crucial text from our shared literature, or all of these.  Please time yourself in advance so as to make sure you don’t go over the time limit.  In this presentation, please:      
a.
Clearly state a research question or puzzle that animates the paper.
b.
Discuss at least two course readings as they relate to your subject.  Discuss how these authors’



work have helped to organize your own thinking.

c.
Identify your historical case(s) and discuss how it/they relate(s) to your research problem and the 


contemporary political situation.

d.
Propose a method of answering your own problem or question.  Discuss possible sources of



evidence that would help you answer your question.
May 3

Final Paper Due
Please cite at least 5 sources from our course readings;  in each case, the more appropriate the citation and the more complete and accurate the discussion, the better.  The remainder of the citations (at least 10 different citations total) should be roughly balanced between other secondary sources (books and journal articles) and primary sources (archival material or contemporary newspaper articles, for example).  Use internet sources very carefully and sparingly - generally only as evidence of social movement activity itself, rather than for interpretation of or scholarship on your topic.  
Organization of Final Paper.  Consider using the following sections and headings as a template.
I.   Introduction (3-4 pages), discussing clearly the project's 

a.    scope, i.e., substantive and temporal focus, i.e. years covered, institution, administration(s), policy area or political mechanism
b.    puzzle or observation that animates your interest

c.    clear and simple statement of the formal research question

d. statement of concerning this questions importance and relevance in the real world

e. one or more reasonable hypotheses drawn from theories read in class; a proposed answers to question

f. a sense of available original sources and materials, and a plan for the remainder of the paper: how will you organize your paper?

 II.  Relevant Literature (4-5 pages), discussing

a.  relevant theoretical material from the course readings, as many citations as possible
b.  relevant materials – both historical and theoretical - drawn from on-line search of scholarly literature

c.  how other authors have addressed your subject, the general rules or theories they have proposed, the empirical or historical tests they have used to test their theories, the conclusions that they have reached, and the questions that they have left unanswered

III.  Selected Movement organization or incident as an Illustration of the problem posed (6-7 pages)

a. summary description of the historical case: dates, measures of strength, strategies, goals, 

outcomes


b. new research (approx. one page), discussing, for example, memoirs, newspapers, polling data,



presidential or staff papers, or oral histories that you have discovered.

c. potential contribution of, and probable limits to this evidence; difficulties in locating such 


materials

d. new findings in historical research
e. relationship to existing literature, doubt or support they cast on prior theories.

IV.  Conclusion (3 pages)

a. review of strengths and weaknesses of existing literature

b. review of strengths and weaknesses of research plan

c. contribution of your work, i.e., preliminary answer to your question  or puzzle, underappreciated facts or analysis, inaccurate or overblown "conventional wisdom," factors which should receive further consideration, utility of proposed research strategies or unexamined sources
Web-based and Library Research.  A good amount of potential research material - such as reprints of historical documents such as presidential addresses, or full text versions of scholarly articles as are those found on JSTOR - will be available on the web.  I expect you to read books and articles and research materials in the library.  Toward this end, you will need to use the libraries’ databases to search for relevant materials.  Electronic resources are available at http://library.brandeis.edu/resources/.  We link to the New York Times full text searchable version as well as to other newspapers.  Look through the entire list of online library and research resources for links aimed at your work.   Brandeis University’s libraries have limited holdings in political science and history, so you may have to visit other area libraries, or order materials through inter-library loan.  Given the time involved with such efforts, the earlier you start this process, the better.  If necessary, ask the reference librarians for help with searches; that’s their job.  

A few principles of composition.
  Research and planning should be deliberate preludes to writing.  Adopt a suitable design for the paper, and follow the plan.  Divide the argument into sub-topics, each of which should be dealt with in a paragraph or two.  The first sentence of each paragraph signals the reader that you have reached a new stage in the development of the presentation;  thus, begin each paragraph with a sentence that suggests the new topic or with a sentence that helps in the transition.  Leave yourself time for rereading your drafts and making necessary corrections.

Whenever possible, simplify your prose and always use the active voice.  Compare:

My first visit to Cambridge will always be remembered by me. 


I shall always remember my first visit to Cambridge. 

Usually, when you make a sentence shorter, you make it stronger.  Compare:

It was not long before he was very sorry that he had said what he said.

He soon regretted his words.

Put statements in positive form.  Compare:

He did not think that studying Latin was a sensible way to use one's time.

He thought the study of Latin a waste of time.

Use simple, concrete language.  Compare:

He showed satisfaction as he took possession of his well-earned reward.

He grinned as he pocketed the coin.

Omit needless words.  Compare:

This is a research paper which will attempt the task of taking another look at the career of Nixon.

This research reviews Nixon's career.
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Grading Rubric
This grading rubric is based on five elements that together work for an effective paper: thesis, evidence and analysis, structure, style, and revision. An essay will not pass if it does not meet the minimum page requirement, does not address the assignment, plagiarizes, or does not meet standards for academic writing or argumentation.

1. The Thesis is the central argument, question, or issue addressed by the paper.

The major claim of the essay is complex, insightful, and interesting. The thesis responds to a true question, tension or problem. It is stated clearly at the outset and evolves throughout the paper. The introduction has a clear motive that outlines the stakes of the argument and demonstrates a meaningful context for the author’s claims.

20 points
Either the major claim is clear, arguable, and complex but misses opportunities for nuance or subtlety, or else it set out to explore an ambitious idea whose complexity leads to minor errors in articulation. The introduction suggests some context or stakes for the argument but does not offer strong motivation, or a convincing motive is gestured at but remains implicit. 

15

Either the major claim is clear and arguable but lacks complexity or else sets out to explore an intriguing idea that has not developed into a specific claim. The introduction either unsuccessfully motivates an unexpected claim or weakly and artificially motivates a claim that does not constitute a significant revision of the status quo.

10

The major claim is logical and would require some evidence to prove, but the stakes are not as high as they should be. The essay’s major claims are somewhat unclear, unspecific or uninteresting. The introduction lacks a clear motive or contains an unspecific or weak motive.

5

The major claim of the essay is weak—vague, simple, or obvious. The essay does not respond to a true question, tension, or problem. The introduction usually has no motive. 
0

2. Evidence and analysis relate to the sources used to support the argument or answer the question posed by the paper. Grading is based on the quality of the sources and how effectively they are used to support the claims of the paper.  The best available evidence is introduced to support the claims and stakes of the essay. It is often drawn from solid, well-respected places, and its nuances are insightfully explored. The

argument is sufficiently complex to require an explanation of how the evidence supports the essay’s claims, and evidence is used to develop new claims.

20

All claims are supported with evidence that is integral to the development of the argument, but in a few places the link between claim and evidence may be unconvincing, unnuanced, or insufficiently explained. The analysis demonstrates several moments of keen insight but also includes arguments that lack subtlety or are insufficiently explained elsewhere in the essay.

15

Most ideas are supported with well-chosen evidence that is sometimes explored in an

insightful way, although nuances are often neglected. The evidence is often integral to the development of the argument, although there may be gaps in the explanation of how the evidence supports the essay’s claims.

10

Evidence is usually relevant, but the essay often does not consider the most important evidence or will present multiple examples to demonstrate the same idea. The essay makes some effort to explore the subtleties of the evidence and may be occasionally insightful, but it rarely uses evidence to complicate the argument and develop new claims.

5

Evidence may be lacking or irrelevant. Instead of using evidence to develop the argument, examples remain undigested and unexplored. The author may simply summarize and simplify evidence, or present it in a confusing or unhelpful way.

0

3. The structure of the paper describes the logic and flow of the paper and relate to how easy the paper is to read and follow.  Ideas develop over the course of the essay so that the foundations established early on push the argument toward a more complex conclusion. The structure is both logical and engaging. 
20

The argument follows a clear logical arc, but small gaps, digressions, or a lack of transitional language interrupt the flow of ideas in a few places. 
15
The argument is interesting and logical, but the structure of the essay is, at times, confusing.  The essay’s claims, while complex, are executed in a confusing sequence, or they seem related to the thesis but have a confusing relationship to one another. Transitional language may be present but is unsuccessful or inconsistent.

10

The argument mostly makes logical sense, but the structure of the essay is confusing—

jumping around, missing transitions, or taking on too many ideas at once. Or, the argument itself may be presented simplistically, leading to a predictable structure and unnecessary transitional language.

5

The argument may be too simple and so does not develop over the course of the essay. Or the argument may be incoherent or too broad, without any clear organization or transitions. 
0

4. The style describes how language is used, use of grammar and spelling, and sentence structure.

The writing is clear and concise, yet sophisticated, demonstrating sentence variety and

appropriate vocabulary. The essay is a pleasure to read. 
20

The writing is mostly clear but may contain a few confusing sentences or mechanical

problems. It is mostly engaging. 
15  

The writing is straightforward, mostly clear, and often engaging, but it contains occasional mechanical problems, confusing sentences, or moments of vagueness. 
10

Though the writing generally makes sense and there may be moments where the diction is appropriate and elegant, it is weak enough in places to obscure the author’s ideas, often as a result of vagueness, verbosity, awkwardness, or a recurrent mechanical problem.

5

The writing is generally confusing, awkward, or too verbose, and probably exhibits numerous mechanical problems. Its diction may be inappropriate. 
0

5. Revision describes how well the student responded to instructor comments in rewriting the paper.  The essay does not simply address the comments of the instructor and peer reviewers, but altogether transforms its ideas or use of evidence from the draft. It is meticulously proofread. 
20

The essay has mostly resolved the major concerns of the reviewers, though a few minor issues remain. It has clearly been proofread. 
15

The essay attempts to address reviewers concerns but only does so in parts of the essay. The changes in the essay are improvements but may not be global changes. There may be a few lapses in proofreading.

10

The essay is either a C paper (or lower) that has been revised to a low B, or it shows no

significant revision. 

5  

The essay did not change significantly from the first draft to the final draft. Either the essay does not adequately address the criticism of peers and instructor, or the author missed opportunities for response.

0
1.  The following are examples of the formats expected for citations of books, chapters of books or journal articles, and newspaper articles, respectively.   Generally, the format is:  Author first and last name, Title, place of publication, publisher, date of publication, page.





Richard Fenno, The Making of a Senator:  Dan Quayle, Washington, D.C., Congressional Quarterly Press, 1986, p. 10.  


James David Barber, "Adding It Up," ch. 20 of Classic Readings in American Politics, New York, St. Martin's Press, p. 10.   


Richard L. Berke, "The G.O.P. is Expecting to Make Big Gains in Governor Races," The New York Times, October 23, 1994, p. 1.


Please Note: These formats govern the first citation; subsequent cites may be shortened to: Fenno, Making of a Senator, p. 20, or  Berke, “G.O.P. is Expecting,” p. 2.


2.  This advice is taken nearly verbatim from William Strunk, Jr., and E.B. White, The Elements of Style, New York, Macmillan Publishers, 1972.






