Sociology 182a

Spring 2009

Final Paper

Due by noon on Wednesday, 6 May
This assignment is designed to result in a final report on your institution, suitable for distribution to the Commissioners nominated by participants in the Mississippi Truth Project.  The report will mainly follow the format outlined in your institutional study assignment.  We expect that you will make use of the feedback that you have received on that assignment to develop a thoroughly revised version of your historical and theoretical contextualization discussions, along with your synthesis of key background material associated with your institution.

In addition, you will need to include a new section, focused on the analysis of key variables related to your institution.  This analysis will be linked to the variables that you conceptualized as part of your last assignment.  Begin by downloading the SPSS file posted on Latte.1  You will need to add data to this file, by constructing new variables that represent operationalized versions of any key measures from your institutional study paper for which data are available and then coding these variables by entering appropriate values for each Mississippi county.2
Once you have coded each of your variables in SPSS, you should replace the “variable conceptualization” section of your institutional study paper with a new “analysis” section.  This component of your paper should extend existing discussion of your variables, to clearly outline how each measure has been conceptualized and operationalized.3  You should then explore each of your new variables, by providing discussion of level, spread, and shape (be sure to include boxplots, along with discussion of the presence or absence of trailing and outliers).  Finally, you should conduct a preliminary analysis of each variable’s relationship to demographic characteristics of Mississippi counties.  To do this, you should treat each of your newly-constructed measures as dependent variables, and separately correlate each measure with the following two independent variables included in the SPSS file: 1) the proportion of non-white residents4; and 2) another variable of your choice.  For each of these variable pairs, report the associated correlation coefficient and discuss whether or not there exists a significant relationship between the variables in question.  Be sure to interpret the meaning of the presence or absence of a systematic relationship across these variables.

Your final paper should not exceed 15 pages of text, plus a bibliography and an appendix that includes SPSS printouts associated with your analysis.  To submit this assignment, you should upload two separate files to your shared Latte portfolio: 1) the paper itself as a Word file; and 2) an SPSS data file that includes your newly-coded variables.















1 This file will be posted to Latte no later than Thursday, 30 April.


2 We understand that it may not be possible to code data associated with all of the variables that you conceptualized in your previous assignment.  We expect that you will work from the feedback we have provided to create measures when necessary data is in fact available.


3 A rule of thumb for this discussion is that it should be detailed enough for readers to be able to replicate the coding of each variable, using only the description here.  Be sure to include all relevant detail associated with each measure, including the year(s) for which your data holds. 


4 Note that the SPSS file includes separate variables representing the percentage of non-white residents in 1950, 1960, and 1970.  You should select the decade that best matches that of the dependent variable in question. 





