Lesson Plan on Applying a Lens: Using Tags to Contextualize

(Danielle Coriale)

Lesson objective:  To help students begin integrating secondary sources into their essays. Specifically, to show them how to provide the all-important context for quotations, paraphrasing, and summary of a specific text.

Total estimated time:  50 minutes
Additional outcomes:  Students understand how to contextualize another person’s ideas while effectively distinguishing those ideas from their own.
Assignment sequence:  I generally do this during Unit 2, when students are learning how to apply a critical lens. Students will have already worked on how to summarize the argument made in the critical lens piece (i.e. ranking and carefully selecting what ideas to include in their summaries, all of which is covered in the section on Paraphrase and Summary in Writing Analytically, pp. 116-120). 

Work completed before class: Students have written and handed in a summary of the critical lens piece (in this case, an excerpt from Susan Bordo’s Unbearable Weight). In preparation for this workshop, I have students read the following:

• Section on Integrating Quotations in Writing Analytically (pp. 340-343)

• 2 of their classmates’ summaries of the Bordo excerpt

Part I

Step 1: I ask students to read (on the overhead projector) the following sample summary, which contains no tags and provides no context. (5 min.)

Susan Bordo examines how advertisements create a way of thinking and use this ideology to sell products to women. The majority of advertisements feature slim, beautiful women who restrain their appetites and suppress their hunger. Bombarded with these representations constantly, real women hold themselves to this impossible standard. The ideology that this pattern suggests is unrealistic and therefore unhealthy for the female population who feels pressured to fit a certain image. However, the companies that circulate the advertisements rely on this insecurity to sell their products. Companies routinely create an idea and use it to sell products to millions of women they target with their advertisements. 

Step 2: We discuss the summary and make a list of the problems it creates for readers trying to discern which ideas belong to Bordo and which belong to the author of the summary. (5 min.)

Step 3: I divide students into groups of 3, give them the following list of tags, and ask them to work together to find an appropriate place in the summary for each tag. (10 min.)

Bordo claims that
she argues,
In her 1993 book, Unbearable Weight,
According to Bordo,
she is quick to point out that

Bordo notes that


Step 4: I ask each group of 3 to read the new paragraph aloud, and I place my own paragraph on the overhead and have everyone read it together. (10 min.)

[In her 1993 book, Unbearable Weight,] Susan Bordo examines how advertisements create a way of thinking and use this ideology to sell products to women. [Bordo notes that] The majority of advertisements feature slim, beautiful women who restrain their appetites and suppress their hunger. Bombarded with these representations constantly, [she argues,] real women hold themselves to this impossible standard. [Bordo claims that] The ideology that this pattern suggests is unrealistic and therefore unhealthy for the female population who feels pressured to fit a certain image. However, [she is quick to point out that] the companies that circulate the advertisements rely on this insecurity to sell their products. [According to Bordo,] Companies routinely create an idea and use it to sell products to millions of women they target with their advertisements. 

Step 5: We discuss the differences between the first version of this summary and the second, revised version. (5 min.)

Part II

Step 1: I give students a hand-out on summary writing (attached), which we go over together. (10 min.)

Step 2: I ask students to use one of the tags we’ve discussed in class to revise their own summaries.  (5 min.)

Step 3: Students share their revised summaries. (time permitting.)

Step 4: I ask students to prepare for the next class by thinking of 3 new tags they might use when paraphrasing or summarizing Bordo’s argument. I encourage them to take some risks and be more creative with this assignment.

Summary Writing Tips
When writing a summary, you are condensing a large body of material into a condensed form. That means you should try to avoid descriptions of what a person writes about. Be specific, use examples, and refer to the language the author uses to express an argument or an idea. A summary of someone’s work should be thorough and concise rather than general or vague. Needless to say, this is difficult to do. Here are a few tips to help you write solid summaries:

1) Read through a text fully, making some marginal notes, before starting to figure out the main argument or the portion of the argument that you think is most important.

2) After you understand the key argument(s), write it in your own words.

3) In addition to the larger argument the author makes, try to give a sense of the central points, or claims, the author uses to form the argument. This is the difficult part, and it requires great discernment. You want to be specific enough to avoid making vague statements, but you also don’t want to describe each detail of the argument.

4) Be sure that when you first introduce the work, you include the author’s full name, the title of his/her work (underlined or in italics if a full-length work; in “Quotation Marks” if it is an article or shorter work), and the publication year (if available). After introducing the work, use tags when summarizing someone’s argument: 

In her 2004 book, Insert Title Here, Author’s Full Name explains why… X argues that… She also claims that… Despite her suggestion that, she later shows… At one point, she even insists that… Overall, X avers that… In the final portion of her argument, X implies that… by stating that, “Quotation” (page #).  She also notes that…

The most consistent mistake I see in student papers is the absence of these tags, the keywords that let the reader know that we are still in the land of someone else’s argument. Using these will make it crystal clear to your reader which portions of a paragraph are your OWN ideas, and which are the summarized ideas of others.

5) Avoid OVER-QUOTATION (we will discuss the use of quotation further in class).

