Working with Quotations (Andrew Albin)
 

Quotations all require three components—lead-in, citation, and analysis—to be most effective.

 

· Lead-in.  The lead-in prepares your the reader for the source material you are about to reproduce.  Give the author’s full name in your first quotation, with the exception of famous authors (i.e., Shakespeare, Hemmingway, Foucault) whose last name will suffice.  After that, use the last name only.  When necessary, give background to your quotations to help orient your reader.  Fit quotations into your sentence’s grammatical structure by

· changing your sentence structure to fit the quotation,

· using only part of the quotation,

· deleting words that impede the grammar with ellipses, or

· adding words to aid the grammar with square brackets.

Finally, identify and introduce quotations smoothly, using one of the following methods:

o      Introduction and colon:  In fact, it is this question of mercy that Claudius immediately seizes upon:  “Whereto serves mercy / But to confront the visage of offence?” (III.iii.46-47).

o      Introductory phrase:  According to Freud, Hamlet is unable to “take vengeance on the man who did away with his father…” (qtd. in Jorgens 213). 

o      Subordination using that:  The plan proves Hamlet’s belief that “guilty creatures sitting at a play... [sometimes proclaim] their malefactions” (II.ii.546, 549).  

o      Interrupted quotation (less common):  “What would he do,” Hamlet wonders, “Had he the motive and the cue for passion / That I have?” (II.ii.516-18).

· Citation.  Punctuate your citations correctly, and use proper MLA in-text citation format.  Refer to Rules for Writers §54, p. 413ff., for format guidelines.

· Analysis.  The distinction between evidence and analysis we made for Essay 1 carries over into this context, as well.  Here, the citation is your evidence; you need to provide the analysis.  A good rule of thumb: however long your citation is, your analysis should be at least one and a half times that length.

---------------------------

For this assignment, I would like you to choose one quote from History of Sexuality and one scene from The 40 Year Old Virgin.  Write a paragraph about that scene, incorporating Foucault in quotation as a way to explain the scene’s form and function.  You may want to go back to the film and re-view the scene you are writing about, in order to bring in greater detail.  Feel free to include quotations from the film as well.  Make use of the filmic analysis techniques and vocabulary you’ve learned through Corrigan’s A Short Guide.  Be sure all three components of the quotation—lead-in, citation, and analysis—are present.

