Stitching Handout: Signal Words
	Introductory Phrases

	In my opinion
	There is no doubt that
	I question whether

	I believe
	From my point of view
	I (dis)agree

	It is my belief that
	It seems to me that
	I maintain that


	Concluding Phrases

	For the reasons above
	To sum up
	In short
	In brief

	As you can see
	To be sure
	Undoubtedly
	In any event

	As I have noted
	Without a doubt
	In conclusion
	In any case

	In other words
	In summation
	Obviously
	Concluding

	On the whole
	Unquestionably
	Summarizing
	 


	Supporting Opinions

	First
	Furthermore
	Besides
	Further

	Second
	In addition
	Next
	Again

	Third
	Also
	Moreover
	Similarly

	Finally
	Last
	 
	 


	Introducing Details

	For example
	For instance
	In support of this

	In fact
	As evidence
	 


	Cause and Effect

	Since
	Caused by
	In effect

	Because of
	This results in
	Brought about

	Due to
	Consequently
	Made possible

	For this reason
	Accordingly
	As might be expected

	Therefore
	As a result of 
	Give rise to

	If…then
	Leads to 
	Was responsible for


	Compare and Contrast

	Similarly
	Likewise
	As well as
	Whether or not

	Compared to
	In the same way
	Have in common
	Even though

	In like manner
	Contrasting
	All are
	Rather than

	On the other hand
	On the contrary
	The same as 
	Never the less

	Although
	As opposed to
	Conversely
	In spite of


	Countering

	I realize you
	Believe
	But

	I understand you
	Feel
	Yet

	Even though you 
	Maintain
	However

	Although you
	Want
	I doubt

	Some people
	Favor
	I question

	It may be that you
	Support
	Let me explain

	Your ideas to ___deserves some merit
	Argue
	On the other hand

	 
	State
	On the contrary

	 
	 
	Nevertheless


Stitching
Stitching Exercise #1 – Putting Topic Sentences and Conclusion Sentences to the Test

The most common paragraph structure that we teach in UWS requires students to introduce the claim of the paragraph in the topic sentences and to return to an evolved version of that claim in the final sentence of the paragraph.  This exercise gives students feedback on how successfully they are following this structure (which they should be familiar with by this point in the course).  It requires students to have their essays with them, so it works best in a class during which students will be submitting rough drafts.  Since it involves three pieces of paper, you need to be clear in your directions to students.  For the sake of clarity, I have written the directions as you would deliver them to students in class.

“Take out three blank sheets of paper and label them #1, #2, & #3.”

“On #1, write the topic sentence of the third body paragraph of your essay.”

“On #2, write the final sentence of your third body paragraph.”

“On #3, write your own summary of what this paragraph is about.”

 --------------------------

“Pass #1 two people to your left.”

“Based on the topic sentence on the sheet you’ve received write:

1. What you think the paragraph is about

2. What you think the author’s thesis is”

[pass back]

--------------------------------

“Pass #2 two people to your left.”

 “Based on the concluding sentence you’ve received, write:

3. What you think the paragraph is about

4. What you think the author’s thesis is”

[pass back]

---------------------------

“Read through the responses you have received to your topic and concluding sentences and compare them to what you initially wrote that your paragraph was about.”

“On #3 write how you would revise the paragraph based on the feedback you’ve gotten.”

