Peer Review: Paper #2 (from Jessie Stickgold-Sarah)

In preparation for our peer review workshops next Monday, write two paragraphs (150-250 words; that’s a double-spaced page or a bit less) of feedback on each paper. Email your response to the author and to me by Friday at noon. Exchange email addresses now if you don’t have them!

Questions for reading rough drafts:

· If you can, identify the author’s thesis and major arguments, whether explicitly or implicitly stated.

· Identify a section where evidence from the text is used well.

· Identify a section where evidence (or more evidence) is needed.

· Where do you think this paper is going?

· What point or argument in this paper was most interesting to you?

· If any questions were raised in the cover letter, answer them.
Peer review is an important part of this seminar for several reasons. It is helpful to get feedback from other writers, even—perhaps especially—writers with very different styles or perspectives or skills. It is also extremely useful to practice reviewing and workshopping other essays, both because many flaws are easier to see in someone else’s paper and because this kind of joint work will be a part of your future academic and professional work. This will be part of your class participation grade, and of course your classmates are looking forward to your productive responses.

