UWS 13b: Paper #2 Draft (from Shayna)

Lens Paper: Literary Analysis

5-6 pages

Both Tonio Kröger and The Hunger Artist pose the question: Where does artistic talent come from? In our discussions of these stories, we focused on the origins of artistic talent and the relationship between artistic creation and social life. We considered whether art is based on detached observation or subjective inspiration. 

For this assignment, please use one of the critical articles that we read for class (Fry OR Freud) as a lens to examine some aspect of artistic talent that is raised in Tonio Kröger OR The Hunger Artist. Use an idea or theory from one of the articles to examine and analyze one of the short stories. Your paper must have a thesis and create a dialogue between the two texts. You should NOT catalogue all of the points of connection between the story and critical article, but use relevant concepts made by Fry OR Freud to interpret the story and structure your argument. Be sure to use close-readings of specific passages in the story to support and/or complicate your argument.   
· Explain why the article that you have chosen to work with is useful in understanding the story that you are writing about. Demonstrate how Fry’s OR Freud’s ideas can help us to understand this story. 

· Let your readers know what the author of the source you are using is trying to do and why. If you agree with and want to use only parts of a source you should state clearly which parts you agree with and why and which parts you disagree with and why.   

In this assignment, you will be drawing on analytical skills and strategies that you have honed in Assignment 1. You will also be meeting two new challenges: first, you will be transferring you close-reading skills from visual to literary texts and second, you will be offering an interpretation of a story informed by a critical essay that will help you investigate what the story has to say, how it constructs its meaning, and what the implications of that meaning are. The objective of this assignment is to synthesize your understanding of an issue or idea that is raised in the critical essay with your interpretation of a specific passage or theme in the short story to create an argument about the story that you could not have made through close-reading alone. Your goal is to inform your reader, to illuminate the text/s for him or her—and, in doing so, to help your reader see the potential of these short stories to comment on the artist’s role in society in a new way.

Requirements:

5-6 pages: double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, 1 inch margins

Draft due in class: Wednesday, March 1

UWS 13b: Paper #2 Revision

Lens Paper: Literary Analysis

5-6 pages

In this revision, please work on refining your thesis. Try to make your thesis more precise and clear. Explain how your evidence complicates your claims and modifies your initial thesis. Make sure that by the end of your paper, your thesis has evolved into a more carefully defined and qualified statement that reflects the thinking that you did in your analysis of evidence. Find at least one claim that is too general in your draft and refine it by clarifying (making explicit) how your evidence supports your claim or “proves” its validity. Demonstrate to the reader why each step of your analysis is essential to your evolved thesis.

Requirements:

5-6 pages: double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, 1 inch margins

Revision due in class: Monday, March 6

