
DATES & TIMES
June 21, 23, 28, 30, 

and July 7
10:30am - 12:00pm ET

 
LOCATION

Hybrid: Zoom and 60
Turner Street

 
LED BY

 
 
 
 
 
 

James  Heazlewood-Dale 
 and Taylor Ackley,
Scholar-musicians

 
Questions?

Contact Nicole Grant at 
781-736-2992 or

nicolegrant@brandeis.edu

American musical and political history are profoundly
intertwined. Consequently, a deep dive into music traditionally
underrepresented in American collective memory can provide
essential insights. Through five exhilarating sessions of lecture,
discussion, and performance, music historians and
instrumentalists James Heazlewood-Dale and Taylor Ackley will
invite us to listen to some of the most exciting but misrepresented
artists in our culture. Billie Holiday, Louis Armstrong, Nina
Simone, Sam Cooke, Dolly Parton and Loretta Lynne are just a few
of the performers we will encounter. Ackley and Heazlewood-
Dale, not only scholar-teachers but also talented musicians, will
perform. If we listen well, this music will both confound our
expectations and enlarge our sense of America. 

Growing up in Australia, James discovered a passion for playing
jazz double bass. He was accepted into the Sydney Conservatory
with a full scholarship. After receiving first class honors he
relocated to Boston to study at Berklee School of Music and New
England Conservatory on full scholarships. James is currently a
PhD candidate at Brandeis University in musicology focusing on
the relationship between jazz and multimedia. 

Taylor is a scholar, composer and performer of American Roots
music. He earned a Master’s Degree and a PhD in Composition as
well as a Master’s Degree in Ethnomusicology at Stony Brook
University. Taylor is the founder and director of the Deep Roots
Ensemble, a group which merges classical chamber music
instrumentation and techniques with traditional American music
performance practice into a refined and cohesive style. 
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Jazz, Bebop, Bluegrass and Country
Listening in Search of America
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