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7ZRZHHNVDIWHUOHDYLQJ1HZ<RUN&LW\,ҋP
VLWWLQJFURVVOHJJHGRQP\EHGVNLPPLQJ
WKURXJKDQXQLQWHUHVWLQJQRYHOZKHQ
P\SKRQHULQJV,MXPSXSH[FLWHGDWWKH

My breath catches in my chest. I drop my
ERRNIRUJRWWHQRQWKHÁRRU7KHLURQ\RI
her admission is not lost on me; I spent my
VXPPHUZRUNLQJIRU1$5$/3UR&KRLFH
1HZ<RUNDQRUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWDGYRFDWHV
for women!s reproductive rights.

prospect of some sort of communication
with the outside world. Transitioning from
the ceaseless energy of New York to my
GXOOUXUDOKRPHWRZQRI6WLOOZDWHU1HZ
Jersey has not been easy. I peek at my
cellphone!s display and am pleased to
ÀQGWKDW6DJHRQHRIWKHFORVHVWIULHQGV,
PDGHLQWKHFLW\LVFDOOLQJ

´6DJHµ,DQVZHUKDSSLO\DQWLFLSDWLQJDFDOO
ZURXJKWZLWKWKHQLWW\JULWW\GHWDLOVRIRXU
OLYHV´+RZKDYH\RXEHHQ"µ

6LOHQFH,WEXEEOHVRQWKHOLQHJURZLQJ
heavier and heavier with each passing
moment. Suddenly it breaks with a
guttural sob as sharp as a whip. Sage is

´2K6DJHµ,EUHDWKH´+RZ"µ6DJHDQG,
had discussed our preferred methods of
birth control earlier in the summer; months
DJRVKHҋGJRQHWRKHUKHDOWKFDUHSURYLGHU
and had gotten a copper intrauterine
GHYLFH ,8' RQHRIWKHPRVWHIIHFWLYH
forms of birth control.
´,GRQҋWNQRZKRZLWKDSSHQHGµVKHVD\V
her voice breaking. She explains that she
went to the emergency room for stomach
SDLQDQGWKHGRFWRULQIRUPHGKHUWKDW
VKHZDVÀYHZHHNVSUHJQDQW'XHWRWKH
SK\VLFDOEDUULHUFUHDWHGE\WKH,8'WKH
fetus was forming outside of Sage!s uterus.
She wouldn!t be able to carry it to term
even if she wanted to.
Sage has to get an abortion to protect her
health. For years I!ve known that one in
three American women will get an abortion
LQKHUOLIHWLPHEXWXQWLOWKLVGD\,ҋYH
never been aware of personally knowing
someone who had.

FU\LQJK\VWHULFDOO\FU\LQJLQWHUVSHUVLQJ
unintelligible words between breaths.

´+DLOVµVKHÀQDOO\JDVSV´,ҋPSUHJQDQWµ

´,MXVWFDQҋWEHOLHYHWKLVKDSSHQHGµ
VKHVD\VRYHUDQGRYHU´:HZHUHVR
careful...I never thought I!d be one of those
girlsZKRQHHGHGDQDERUWLRQµ

,QWKDWPRPHQWDV,ZDWFK6DJHVKULQN
the scope of her entire character and
SHUVRQKRRGGRZQWRWKLVRQHVPDOOIDFW
this one small scuff on the timeline of her
OLIH,EHFRPHHQUDJHG,FDQQRWOHW6DJH
LQWHUQDOL]HWKHUKHWRULFRIWKHDQWLFKRLFH
movement as the lens through which she
views herself: Baby killer. Monster. I cannot
OHWP\EHVWIULHQGRQHRIWKHVWURQJHVW
NLQGHVWPRVWV\PSDWKHWLFSHRSOH,NQRZ
paint herself in this way.
´6DJHµ,WHOOKHUÀUPO\ZLVKLQJVKHZHUH
beside me so I could place my hands on
her shoulders and look her straight in the
H\H´WKLVGRHVQRWGHÀQH\RXµ
,IHHOKHUVLOHQFHRQWKHOLQH,FRQWLQXH
“Abortion is a medical procedure. Women
JHWWKHPDOOWKHWLPHWRSUHVHUYHWKHLU
KHDOWKOLNH\RXRUEHFDXVHWKH\FDQҋW
afford to have a child. You!re not alone in
WKLVDQGLWdoesn!t change who you areµ
$JDLQ,KHDUKHUVQLIÁLQJDQGZHFRQWLQXH
to talk for a few moments before she tells
me she has to go. She hangs up and I
DPORVWLQP\WKRXJKWVP\H\HVZHW
There is a beautiful sort of paradox to the
moment: I desperately wish Sage didn!t
KDYHWRJRWKURXJKWKLVH[SHULHQFHEXW
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\,KDYHQHYHUEHOLHYHG
more in the work I do. Hearing someone!s
VWRU\ÀUVWKDQG²SDUWLFXODUO\WKHVWRU\RID
EHVWIULHQG²FRQÀUPVRQHҋVFRPPLWPHQW
to a social movement the way nothing
else can. I sigh and sit with my head in my
KDQGVVWDULQJXQVHHLQJVWUDLJKWDKHDG
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NARAL Pro-Choice New York
June 1, 2013
I breathe deeply as I stand on the
WKUHVKROGRI3DUN$YHQXH6RXWK1HZ
<RUN1HZ<RUN,WҋVDQRUQDWHVWRU\
EXLOGLQJWKDWEOHQGVLQWRWKHVN\OLQH
FDVWLQJZKDWDSSHDUVWREHDQLQÀQLWHO\
long shadow across the screaming hot
SDYHPHQW$QRQSURÀWFRQQRLVVHXUDIWHU
\HDUVRILQYROYHPHQWLQIHPLQLVWDFWLYLVP
,ҋPW\SLFDOO\XQGHUZKHOPHGE\QRQSURÀW
RIÀFHVFUDPSHGFOXWWHUHGVSDFHVODFNLQJ
KHDWRUDLUFRQGLWLRQLQJ(YHQEHIRUH
HQWHULQJ1$5$/3UR&KRLFH1HZ<RUNҋV
RIÀFHQHVWOHGRQWKHVHYHQWKÁRRURIWKLV
building straight out of The Architectural
Digest,NQRZP\VXPPHULQWHUQVKLSZLOO
not be quite what I expected.
1$5$/3UR&KRLFH1HZ<RUNLVDVWDWH
DIÀOLDWHRI1$5$/3UR&KRLFH$PHULFD
RQHRIWKHWZRPRVWLQÁXHQWLDOUHSURGXFWLYH
ULJKWVRUJDQL]DWLRQVLQWKH8QLWHG
States. NARAL was once an acronym
for “National Abortion and Reproductive
5LJKWV$FWLRQ/HDJXHµEXWLQ
WKHRUJDQL]DWLRQRSWHGWRXVHRQO\WKH
acronym. (Understandably. The title was a
PRXWKIXO ,WVPLVVLRQLVWRSURWHFWZRPHQҋV
ULJKWWRFKRRVHDERUWLRQE\PRELOL]LQJ
SHRSOHWRVXSSRUWSURFKRLFHFDQGLGDWHV

Hearing someone’s story
firsthand – particularly
the story of a best friend –
confirms one’s commitment
to a social movement the way
nothing else can. I sigh and
sit with my head in my hands,
staring, unseeing,
straight ahead.

DQGSDVVSURFKRLFHOHJLVODWLRQDWWKH
IHGHUDOVWDWHDQGPXQLFLSDOOHYHOV1$5$/
DOVRHGXFDWHVLQGLYLGXDOVDERXWDERUWLRQ
ELUWKFRQWUROKHDOWK\SUHJQDQFLHVDQG
FRPSUHKHQVLYHVH[HGXFDWLRQ²DOOFUXFLDO
HOHPHQWVRIWKHSURFKRLFHDJHQGD
Wondering what role I will play in the
SROLWLFDOPDFKLQHWKDWLV1$5$/3UR
&KRLFH1HZ<RUN,ZDONWKURXJKWKH
heavy front doors. The lobby is dimly lit;
ÀYHHOHYDWRUVZDLWSDWLHQWO\IRUYLVLWRUV
1HUYHVMDQJOLQJ,ULGHXSWRWKHVHYHQWK
ÁRRU:KHQWKHGRRUVRSHQZLWKD
SLQJP\SXSLOVGLODWHZLWKSOHDVXUHDV
I take a speedy mental inventory of my
surroundings. Directly behind a set of
LPPHQVHJODVVGRRUV´1$5$/3UR&KRLFH
1HZ<RUNµDGRUQVWKHZDOOLQDVKLPPHULQJ
golden font.
7KHVSDFHLVEHDXWLIXOEXWYDFDQW,ҋP
surprised that I!m the only person here;
intern orientation was supposed to begin
SURPSWO\DWDQGLWҋVWKUHHPLQXWHV
WR6XGGHQO\DPDQ,DVVXPHWREH
&KULVWRSKHUP\LQWHUQVXSHUYLVRUDQG
1$5$/1HZ<RUNҋVFRPPXQLW\RUJDQL]HU
emerges from a cubicle cluster. He is
DVWRXWPXVFXODUEODFNPDQFDVXDOO\
GUHVVHGLQDJUH\7VKLUWDQGEODFNSDQWV
´2KKLµKHEOXUWVFOHDUO\WDNHQDEDFNE\
P\SUHVHQFH´<RXPXVWEH+DLOH\µ
,WHOOKLPWKDW,DPLQIDFW+DLOH\DQGKH
smiles and nods before launching into a
ORQJZLQGHGDSRORJ\WKDWRKP\JRGKH
LVVRsoVRUU\EXWKHVHQWPHWKHZURQJ
GDWHRILQWHUQRULHQWDWLRQLWҋVMonday not
SaturdayEXWLWҋVEHHQVXFKDbusy week
at NARAL because there are only 19
days until the legislative session ends and
Governor Cuomo really, really needs to get
the Women!s Equality Agenda passed and
they!ve just been absolutely swamped with
SDSHUZRUNDQGPHPRVDQGJRGNQRZV
ZKDWHOVHEXWVLQFH,ҋPKHUHZRXOG,OLNHD
WRXURIWKHRIÀFH"
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,KDGQHYHUWKRXJKW,ZRXOGÀQGVRPHRQH
who speaks as quickly as I do. His energy
LVDEVROXWHO\FRQWDJLRXV,QVSLUHG,IROORZ
&KULVWRSKHUFXULRXVO\WDNLQJLQWKHRIÀFH
+HVKRZVPHWKHDFWLYLVWURRPÀOOHG
with colorful posters and an entire shelf
GHGLFDWHGWRSURFKRLFHPHUFKDQGLVH
EXWWRQVDQGVWLFNHUVDQG7VKLUWVJDORUH
+HVKRZVPHZKHUH,ҋOOEHZRUNLQJ²D
FXELFOHWZLFHWKHVL]HRIWKRVH\RXVHHRQ
79ZLWKDZLQGRZRYHUORRNLQJWKHFLW\²
and the board room where we!ll be having
meetings. It is an activist!s paradise.
$OUHDG\,IHHODSDUWRIVRPHWKLQJPXFK
bigger than myself.
Though there are many causes I staunchly
VXSSRUWUHSURGXFWLYHULJKWVDFWLYLVP
has long been my passion. Denying
ZRPHQEDVLFPHGLFDOQHHGV²DERUWLRQ
ELUWKFRQWUROHWF²LVLQP\RSLQLRQ
our nation!s biggest affront to women!s
HTXDOLW\,QRUGHUWREHFRPHVXFFHVVIXO
DXWRQRPRXVLQGLYLGXDOVZRPHQPXVWEH
able to plan their families in a timely and
affordable manner.
In the monumental 1973 Supreme Court
case Roe v. WadeWKH&RXUWUXOHGWKDW
women had the right to abortion until the
SRLQWRIIHWDOYLDELOLW\²WKDWLVWKHSRLQW
at which a fetus can survive outside the
woman!s body.1 Typically fetal viability
occurs between 24 and 28 weeks into
pregnancy.2,QZRPHQҋVUHSURGXFWLYH
rights were restricted in Planned
Parenthood v. CaseyLQZKLFKWKH&RXUW
ruled that individual states may impose
restrictions on abortion care as long as
they do not “unduly burden a woman!s
ULJKWWRFKRRVHµ3
7KHQWKHÁRRGJDWHVRSHQHG6LQFH
VWDWHVKDYHEHHQIXULRXVO\SDVVLQJ
restrictions on abortion.4 Most common
DUHWLPHOLPLWDWLRQVOLNHZHHNEDQV
Other restrictions take the form of consent
laws (requiring a woman to receive
consent from her parents and/or spouse
EHIRUHUHFHLYLQJDQDERUWLRQ PDQGDWRU\

ultrasound laws (requiring women to
XQGHUJRDPHGLFDOO\XQQHFHVVDU\LQYDVLYH
XOWUDVRXQGEHIRUHKDYLQJDQDERUWLRQ 
and laws that impose undue burdens and
requirements on abortion clinics.

group of friends I!ve made who live with
me in NYU!s Hayden Hall; maybe it!s the
summer sun. It!s impossible to tell.

My fear of simultaneously breaking out
into hysterical laughter and hysterical sobs
does not seem so irrational.
,VLWLQWKHDFWLYLVWURRPVWDUU\H\HGDQG
GXPEIRXQGHGDV&KULVWRSKHUH[SODLQVWKH
FXUUHQWVLWXDWLRQWRPH,ULV&\QWKLDDQG
(ODQD²1$5$/ҋVVXPPHULQWHUQFRKRUW
:HFRXOGQҋWKDYHSLFNHGDEHWWHUWLPH
RUDPRUHFRQIXVLQJWLPHWRLQWHUQKHUH
&KULVWRSKHUH[SODLQVWKDWPXFKOLNHWKH
IHGHUDOOHJLVODWLYHSURFHVVWKH:RPHQҋV
Equality Act must pass both the State
Assembly and the State Senate before
it can be signed into law by Governor
&XRPR5LJKWQRZWKHSURJQRVLVLVWKLV
WKH$FWZLOOSDVVWKH$VVHPEO\²DERG\RI
XEHUOLEHUDOODZPDNHUV²HIIRUWOHVVO\,WҋV
the Senate we need to worry about.

Phonebanking
6LQFHWKHVWDWHDQGIHGHUDO
governments combined have passed 754
DQWLFKRLFHODZV57KHWLPHIRUSURFKRLFH
activism is now. My personal connection
to the issue is harder to explain because I
KDYHQHYHUQHHGHGDQDERUWLRQ²EXWMXVW
EHFDXVH,KDYHQҋWQHHGHGRQH\HWGRHVQҋW
PHDQ,ZRQҋWLQWKHIXWXUH6WDWLVWLFDOO\RQH
in three women will have an abortion by
the time she is 45.6 Abortion is a common
PHGLFDOSURFHGXUHDQGDQ\HIIRUWWR
restrict women!s access to it is an assault
RQZRPHQҋVKHDOWKFDUH3HULRG
6RWKDWҋVZK\,ҋPLQ1HZ<RUN&LW\,ҋYH
FKRVHQWROLYHDW1HZ<RUN8QLYHUVLW\ 1<8 
LQWKHKHDUWRIWKH9LOODJHDQG,VSHQGP\
ÀUVWZHHNDFTXDLQWLQJP\VHOIZLWKWKHFLW\
Each morning I wake up at nine. Blessed by
WKH+RXVLQJ*RGVZLWKDORIWHGWULSOH,WU\
WRPLQLPL]HQRLVHIRUP\URRPPDWHVҋVDNH
as I prepare for the day ahead. I slip on my
sneakers and throw my hair up in a messy
EXQSDFNLQJDVOLJKWO\DVSRVVLEOH,WUDYHO
ZLWKDWLQ\EDFNSDFNMXVWODUJHHQRXJKWR
VWRUHP\ZDWHUERWWOHP\ZDOOHWDPDSRI
0DQKDWWDQDQGDVPDOOZKLWHQRWHERRNIRU
jotting down my thoughts. Every morning I
UXQP\ÀQJHUWLSVRYHUWKHPDSWUDFLQJWKH
city!s spine from Harlem to the Financial
'LVWULFWDQGVHOHFWDQHLJKERUKRRGWR
H[SORUH7KHORQJVWUDLWVRIWKHDYHQXHVWKH
stilted lines of the streets tightly quilted into
one another; I trace each route I walk on my
PDSLQUHGSHQXQWLOLWҋVDFULPVRQPD]HQR
street left unexplored.
New York settles under my skin so quickly
WKDWE\GD\ÀYH,ҋPGHVSHUDWHO\LQORYH
with it. I want to move there. Transfer to
NYU. Become a regular at the Starbucks
on the corner with my chocolate chip
PXIÀQDQG0HWURFURVVZRUG0D\EHLWҋV
the location itself; maybe it!s the incredible

June 7
To say the political process is a whirlwind
would be a tremendous understatement.
7REHIUDQNWKHZRUN,GRDW1$5$/
UHPLQGVPHRIWKHÀQDOÀYHPLQXWHVLQ
WKHÀQDOKLJKVFKRROIRRWEDOOJDPHRI
WKHVHDVRQ7KHFORFNJX]]OHVGRZQ
WKHVHFRQGVIXULRXVO\&RJQL]DQWRIWKH
massive victory they stand to gain if they
ZLQWKHSOD\HUVDUHGUHQFKHGLQVZHDW
moving with unmatched ferocity and
determination.
There are eight days remaining in New
<RUNҋVWZR\HDUOHJLVODWLYHVHVVLRQDQG
a vital piece of women!s rights legislation
KDV\HWWRSDVV2Q-XQH*RYHUQRU
Cuomo proposed The Women!s Equality
$FW :($ DSRLQWSLHFHRIOHJLVODWLRQ
WKDWDPRQJRWKHUWKLQJVZRXOGHQGSD\
GLVFULPLQDWLRQSURWHFWVXUYLYRUVRIGRPHVWLF
YLROHQFHDQGFRGLI\Roe v. Wade in New
York permanently. This means that even
if the federal government were to retract
ZRPHQҋVULJKWWRFKRRVHZRPHQLQ1HZ
York would have legal access to abortion.
7KHELOOLVJURXQGEUHDNLQJERWKLQLWVVFRSH
and the fervor with which progressive
activist groups are seeking its passage.
8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHJRYHUQRUҋV-XQHSURSRVDO
date means that groups like NARAL morph
IURPZHOOEHKDYHGDGYRFDF\RUJDQL]DWLRQV
into snarling political animals on a deadline.
We have just over a week to gather enough
support to pass the bill. There!s a lot to do
and a bunch of supporters to reach and the
conservatives aren!t budging and damn it
one of the moderate Republicans we!d been
banking on just pulled out so the Republican
Senate Leader must really be putting the
clamp down.
It is my second week of work.

The biggest obstacle to the Act!s
SDVVDJHLV'HDQ6NHORVWKH5HSXEOLFDQ
Conference Leader in the State Senate.
+HLVUHIXVLQJWREULQJWKH$FWWRWKHÁRRU
effectively silencing hundreds of thousands
RISURFKRLFHYRLFHVVWDWHZLGH7 To
FRQYLQFH6NHORVWRJLYHWKH$FWDFKDQFH
ZHҋUHFDOOLQJDVPDQ\RIKLVSURFKRLFH
FRQVWLWXHQWVDVSRVVLEOHXUJLQJWKHPWR 
DWWHQGDUDOO\DWKLVRIÀFHRU ZULWHOHWWHUV
to the editor in their local papers.
3KRQHEDQNLQJLVQHYHUDSDUWLFXODUO\HDV\
WDVNHVSHFLDOO\LIWKHFDOOHULVPDNLQJ
UHTXHVWVRIWKHFDOOHHV7\SLFDOO\,ZRXOG
FRQVLGHUWKLVVRUWRIZRUNPXQGDQH
ineffective in the larger scope of public
SROLF\7RGD\WKRXJK,NQRZWKDWWKHFDOOV,
make and the support I garner could vastly
improve reproductive freedom in the state
RI1HZ<RUN$QGVRVLWWLQJLQWKH1$5$/
DFWLYLVWURRPVXUURXQGHGE\WKHUHVWRIWKH
LQWHUQWHDP,EHJLQWRPDNHFDOOV
)LIWHHQPLQXWHVLQ,ҋPVXUSULVHG,KDYHQҋW
ripped half my hair out in frustration. I!ve
made 30 calls. Fifteen went straight to
YRLFHPDLOZHUHLPPHGLDWHKDQJXSV
IRXUZHUHSLFNHGXSE\DGDPDQWO\DQWL
choice women who couldn!t understand
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ZK\WKH\ZHUHRQRXUOLVWLQWKHÀUVWSODFH
and one was a grumpy 83 year old woman
ZKR´IUDQNO\FRXOGQҋWJLYHWZREHDQV
DERXWDERUWLRQµ 7ZREHDQV6KHDFWXDOO\
VDLGWKDW ,ҋPORVLQJP\PRWLYDWLRQDQG
beginning to wonder how I can possibly
change the world when the people
I!m calling won!t even let me get a full
sentence out of my mouth.
6LJKLQJ,SOXQNWKHQH[WGLJLWVLQWRP\
phone and wait with the receiver pressed
WRP\HDUDOUHDG\IHHOLQJGHIHDWHG,ҋP
FDOOLQJDZRPDQQDPHG3HJJ\6PLWK²
who shares the same name as a member
RIP\IDPLO\LQFLGHQWDOO\²DQG,EUDFH
myself for the inevitable beep of a hostile
answering machine. In a surprising turn of
HYHQWVWKRXJK,KHDUDIULHQGO\´+HOORWKLV
LV3HJJ\0D\,DVNZKRҋVFDOOLQJ"µ
,ҋPVKRFNHG²DOLYHSHUVRQ$IULHQGO\
sounding live person I stammer and stutter
and gather my phone script and pen and
VD\HYHUVRLQWHOOLJHQWO\´8K²XK²3HJJ\
KLLWҋV+DLOH\IURP1$5$/3UR&KRLFH1HZ
York and I was hoping you might be willing
to help us and maybe write a letter or
DWWHQGDUDOO\PD\EH"µ
There!s silence on the end of the line.
´3DUGRQ"µVKHDVNV
$QQR\HGDWP\VHOI,EUHDWKHWDNHD
PRPHQWWRFROOHFWP\WKRXJKWVDQGEHJLQ
DJDLQWKLVWLPHUHDGLQJWKHSKRQHVFULSW
7HQPLQXWHVLQWRWKHFDOO,EHOLHYH,KDYH
IRXQGP\QHZEHVWIULHQG3HJJ\6PLWK
I!ve learned throughout the course of
RXUEULHIFRQYHUVDWLRQLVD´WULHGDQG
WUXHµIHPLQLVW6KHҋVEHHQYROXQWHHULQJ
ZLWK1$5$/VLQFH3HJJ\KDGDQ
DERUWLRQLQKHUVXQZLOOLQJWRKDQGOH
WKHÀQDQFLDODQGHPRWLRQDOSUHVVXUHRI
DQRWKHUFKLOG 6KHҋGDOUHDG\KDGWKUHH 
Her story is the norm: 6 in 10 American
women having an abortion already have a
FKLOGDQGPRUHWKDQLQDOUHDG\KDYH

2 or more children. Feeling enormously
lucky that she!d had the ability to plan
KHUUHSURGXFWLYHIXWXUH3HJJ\EHJDQWR
ÀJKWRQEHKDOIRIWKHZRPHQZKRZHUH
not so lucky and risked being affected by
FRQVHUYDWLYHDQWLFKRLFHOHJLVODWLRQ

IDFHWRIDFH$IWHUWKHÀUVWWZRZHHNVRIP\
LQWHUQVKLSP\FRKRUWDQG,EHJLQWRHPEDUN
on projects that propel us out of the activist
room and into the New York City streets.

Drive-and-Honk
+HUYRLFHLVDOPRVWPXVLFDOOLOWLQJOLNHD
pianist!s arpeggios as she recites to me
the history of feminist activism. So shocked
E\KHUNLQGQHVVDQGRSHQQHVV,ÀQG
myself nearly forgetting the purpose of my
FDOOLQVWHDGVRDNLQJXSKHUH[SHULHQFHOLNH
DVSRQJH,QDERXWRIKRQHVW\,H[SODLQWR
her that I am concerned about the passage
RIWKH$FWJLYHQWKHKDUVKSROLWLFDOJDPH
and the time pressure we face.
´+RQH\µVKHWHOOVPH´WKH\ҋUHQRWJRQQD
VWRSÀJKWLQJWKLVDFW$QG\RXKDGEHWWHU
be damned sure we!re not gonna stop
ÀJKWLQJWKHP:RPHQQHHGUHSURGXFWLYH
DXWRQRP\SODLQDQGVLPSOH$QGLIZH
have to play some politics and go to some
rallies to make these lawmakers see
MXVWLFHWKHQVREHLW%XWGRQҋW\RXHYHU
JLYHXSµ
,FRPSDUH3HJJ\WRWKHZRPDQZKRGLGQҋW
KDYHWZREHDQVWRJLYHDQGIHHODERXW
of warm compassion in my chest. She!s
ULJKWRIFRXUVHDQGJLYHQKHUSOXV
\HDUVRIH[SHULHQFH,NQRZLWZRXOGEH
foolish of me to disagree. After collecting
her information and entering it into our
GDWDEDVH,ZLVK3HJJ\DZRQGHUIXO
evening and hang up the phone.

June 18
:LWKLQWKUHHPLQXWHVRIHQWHULQJWKHRIÀFH
Christopher has given us a packet of
SHWLWLRQVDER[RISHQVDVWDFNRI´(TXDO
/DZVIRU(TXDO/LYHVµVLJQVDQGVRPH
FOLSERDUGVDOOFRQWDLQHGLQDQRYHUVL]HG
SODVWLFVWRUDJHELQ7RGD\,ULV&\QWKLD
and I are off to Staten Island to represent
1$5$/DWDQLPSURPSWX´GULYHDQGKRQNµ
DW6HQDWRU'LDQH6DYLQRҋVGLVWULFWRIÀFH
6DYLQRD'HPRFUDWLVDPHPEHURIWKH
Independent Democratic Caucus in the
New York State Senate. Originally a huge
SURSRQHQWRIWKH:RPHQҋV(TXDOLW\$FW
she has somehow become an unexpected
obstacle in its passage over the weekend.
So off we go to Staten Island. As soon as
the ferry docks on the other side of the
ULYHUWKHWKUHHRIXVPHHWWKHUHVWRIRXU
cohort: a bunch of representatives from
other women!s rights groups in the city. We
are a motley crew: eight women and two
PHQDOOLQRXUVZKLWHEODFN+LVSDQLF
Jewish; some dressed professionally in
VXLWVDQGWLHVRWKHUVLQVKRUWVDQG7VKLUWV
:HҋUHDOOTXLWHGLIIHUHQWEXWRXUREMHFWLYHLV
the same: we want the Act passed as soon
DVSRVVLEOH2XUFKDQWVDUHWRWKLVHIIHFW
DQGDUHFRUQ\HYHQE\DFWLYLVWVҋVWDQGDUGV
They include:

,KXPJULQQLQJWRP\VHOIDV,GLDOWKHQH[W
QXPEHURQP\OLVW,ORRNXSEULHÁ\DQG
UHDOL]H&KULVWRSKHUKDVEHHQZDWFKLQJPH
for the duration of the call. He!s smiling.

There ain!t no power like the power of
women, and the power of women don!t stop!

7KURXJKRXWWKHFRXUVHRIP\LQWHUQVKLS
I partake in many a phone bank. I grow
WRORYHWKHVHFDOOV²VXFFHVVIXOFDOOV
HVSHFLDOO\²DQG,EHFRPHPRUHFRPIRUWDEOH
asking people I!ve never met to support my
FDXVH+RZHYHUWKH´SHRSOHSHUVRQµWKDW,
DP,PXFKSUHIHUWRVSHDNZLWKFRQVWLWXHQWV

7HQPLQXWHVLQDQGRXUYRLFHVDUHKRDUVH
our arms are sore from holding our signs
KLJKDQGVZHDWKDVFROOHFWHGRQRXU
brows in the potent 5 p.m. sun. We chant
WRJDUQHUWKHDWWHQWLRQ DQGKRQNV RIWKH
cars driving by.
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We demand a vote! We demand a vote!

%XVGULYHUVKRQNQLQHWLPHVRXWRIWHQ
without fail. Most of the men in their
20s and 30s whistle and honk; we can!t
decide if they are expressing a show of
solidarity or catcalling us. Some women
GULYHOD]LO\E\ZKROO\GLVLQWHUHVWHGZKLOH
RWKHUVDFWLYHO\UHDGRXUVLJQVDQGDIWHUD
PRPHQWҋVKHVLWDWLRQKRQNZLWKUHFNOHVV
abandon. By the end of the hourlong
VHVVLRQLWҋVGLIÀFXOWWRGHWHUPLQHKRZ
VXFFHVVIXORXUHYHQWZDV²EXWLIKRQNV
DQGFKHHUVDUHLQGLFDWLRQLWҋVFOHDUWKDW
Staten Island supports the passage
RIWKH:($*HWWLQJEDFNRQWKHIHUU\
FKDWWLQJDQLPDWHGO\ZLWK,ULVDQG&\QWKLD
,DPSOHDVHGZLWKRXUH[SHGLWLRQEXW
FRQFHUQHG2XUHIIRUWVDVLGHZLOOWKH$FW
pass?
7ZRGD\VODWHU,DPPHWZLWKDQHDU
VLOHQWRIÀFHZKHQ,FRPHLQWRZRUN6WDII
PHPEHUVVLWDWWKHLUFXELFOHVPXWWHULQJ
LQWRWKHLUSKRQHVKHDGVSURSSHGRQWKHLU
hands. I make my way to the activist
URRPSUHSDULQJWRVWDUWWKHGD\ZKHQ
&KULVWRSKHUZDONVLQDQGWHOOVPHZKDW
GHHSGRZQ,DOUHDG\NQHZ7KH:RPHQҋV
Equality Act failed.
It failed. After months of NARAL!s intense
FDPSDLJQLQJWKH1HZ<RUN6HQDWHQHYHU
brought the full Act to a vote because of
the controversial abortion provision.
I feel so discouraged. This is a testament
WRKRZSRODUL]LQJWKHLVVXHRIDERUWLRQFDQ
be. New York is considered one of the
PRVWSURJUHVVLYHVWDWHVLQWKHQDWLRQDQG
WKHIDFWWKDWDVLPSOHSURFKRLFHSURYLVLRQ
could not pass here makes me wonder
about the future of abortion access at a
QDWLRQDOOHYHO,ISURFKRLFHOHJLVODWLRQ
FDQQRWSDVVLQ1HZ<RUN,GRQҋWNQRZLILW
FDQSDVVDQ\ZKHUH$QGWKDWUHDOO\UHDOO\
scares me.

Surveying
July 10
One of the beautiful things about working
DWDQRUJDQL]DWLRQOLNH1$5$/LVWKDW\RXU
work is never done. When the Women!s
(TXDOLW\$FWIDLOVZHDOORZRXUVHOYHVDGD\
RUWZRDWPRVWWRPRXUQ²WKHQLWҋVEDFN
WREXVLQHVV+HUHP\LQWHUQVKLSVKLIWV
to encompass a new duty: surveying. If
\RXҋYHHYHUZDONHGPRUHWKDQÀYHVWHSV
RQD1HZ<RUN&LW\VWUHHW\RXKDYH
ZLWKRXWDGRXEWFRPHLQWRFRQWDFWZLWK
DVWUHHWVXUYH\RU7KH\ҋUHHYHU\ZKHUH
like ants or litter or other undesirables.
You can spot them by the clipboards
poised eagerly in the crook of their elbows
DQGWKHLGHQWLFDO7VKLUWVWKH\ZHDU
HPEOD]RQHGZLWKWKHORJRDQGVORJDQRI
WKHRUJDQL]DWLRQIRUZKLFKWKH\ZRUN
There is a method to surveyors! madness.
Always smile. Always make direct eye
contact. (Do you know how hard it is to
PDNHH\HFRQWDFWLQ1HZ<RUN&LW\ZKHQ
pedestrians! eyes are constantly glued to
WKHSDYHPHQWRUWKHLUKDQGKHOGGHYLFHV" 
Don!t partake in ideological debates about
\RXUFDXVH$QGPRVWLPSRUWDQWO\SUHSDUH
\RXUVHOI\RXZLOOEHWXUQHGGRZQDYRLGHG
and cursed at much more often than you
would like.

2XWVLGH6HQDWRU6DYLQRҋVRIÀFH

I feel so discouraged. . . .
If pro-choice legislation
cannot pass in New York,
I don’t know if it can pass
anywhere. And that really,
really scares me.

The idea of asking for money on a city
street has never sat well with me. Seeing
RUJDQL]DWLRQVSRQVRUHGVXUYH\RUV
VWDQGLQJLQFORVHSUR[LPLW\WRORZLQFRPH
RUKRPHOHVVLQGLYLGXDOVERWKJURXSV
DVNLQJIRURXWRISRFNHWGRQDWLRQVDOZD\V
seemed a cruel juxtaposition. What right
KDYHVRFLDOMXVWLFHRUJDQL]DWLRQVWRDVNIRU
cash when thousands of people can!t even
afford basic amenities?
/XFNLO\,ҋPDEOHWRPDNHSHDFHZLWK
my role as a surveyor because NARAL
doesn!t toss us onto the sidewalk to ask
IRUGRQDWLRQV5DWKHU,KDYHVSHQWWKH
SUHYLRXVZHHNFRPSLOLQJDTXHVWLRQ
VXUYH\LQWHQGHGWRJDXJH1HZ<RUN
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residents! perceptions of reproductive
health accessibility in the city. It ranges
IURPWKHEURDGWRVSHFLÀFLQFOXGLQJ
questions like:
+DYH\RXRUVRPHRQH\RXNQRZHYHU
gotten an abortion?
,Q\RXUH[SHULHQFHLVHPHUJHQF\
contraception easily accessible?
'LG\RXVXSSRUWWKH:RPHQҋV(TXDOLW\
Act that protected a woman!s right to
choose?
Our surveying methodology is strategic:
in order to end up with a diverse selection
of opinions from people of all classes
DQGEDFNJURXQGVP\IULHQGVDQG,URWDWH
EHWZHHQHDFKRIWKHÀYHERURXJKVRI1HZ
<RUN&LW\0DQKDWWDQ4XHHQVWKH%URQ[
6WDWHQ,VODQGDQG%URRNO\Q:HVWDQGLQ
IURQWRI&LW\+DOORQ%URDGZD\RXWVLGHRID
6WDUEXFNVEULPPLQJZLWKÁXVWHUHGEDQNHUV
LQWKH)LQDQFLDO'LVWULFWLQWKHKHDUWRID
bustling street vendor fair in Brooklyn. We
never go to the same place twice.

What shocks me most about my surveying
experience is the extent to which many
individuals are not even foundationally
DZDUHRIWKHSURFKRLFHDQWLFKRLFH
GHEDWH,ÀUVWUHDOL]HWKLVVWDUNNQRZOHGJH
gap on a hot day in early July. Smooth
waves of humidity rise from the highway
OLNHJKRVWVWUHPEOLQJDQGEDUHO\YLVLEOH
DPLGVWWKHVSHHGRIWKHWUDIÀF(YHU\ÀYH
PLQXWHVWKHVXEZD\JURDQVDQGUDWWOHV
aggravated at being awoken from its
ÁHHWLQJVOHHSDVGLVJUXQWOHGFRPPXWHUV
emerge from the train!s underbelly. It is hot
DQGWKHYHU\DLULVLQÁX[
4XHHQV3OD]DLVDKXERIDFWLYLW\
Whereas central Manhattan provides us
a sampling of individuals on the upper
HQGRIWKHLQFRPHVSHFWUXP4XHHQV
LVRQDYHUDJHKRPHWRSHRSOHOHVV
economically privileged. (The average
´PLGGOHFODVVµLQGLYLGXDOLQ0DQKDWWDQIRU
H[DPSOHPDNHVEHWZHHQDQG
DQQXDOO\,Q4XHHQVWKHPHGLDQ
LQFRPHLV  I!m looking forward
to surveying here; it will be useful to get
WKHSHUVSHFWLYHRIORZLQFRPHLQGLYLGXDOV
because reproductive health information
and services have historically been denied
or inaccessible to less wealthy populations.
6WDQGLQJLQWKHFHQWHURIWKHVKDGHOHVV
sidewalk wearing my black cotton “I Love
3UR&KRLFH1HZ<RUNµ7VKLUW,IHHOWZR
ÀQHOLQHVRIVZHDWWULFNOHGRZQWKHVPDOO
RIP\EDFN,QWKLVKHDWWKHOLNHOLKRRGRI
SHRSOHVWRSSLQJWRÀOORXWDVXUYH\LVVOLP²
and the likelihood of people being grumpy
LVJXDUDQWHHG,QDVKRZRIVWUHQJWK,
swallow my grimace and glue a broad
smile to my face.

Surveying near the Brooklyn Bridge.

$WWKH4WUDLQUXPEOHVXSWRWKH
station and spills a stream of teenagers
onto the platform. Most look no older than
WKHER\VZHDUORZKDQJLQJMHDQVDQG
EDJJ\7VKLUWVWKHJLUOVWLJKWWRSVDQG
tighter bottoms. They are a rambunctious
JURXSMRNLQJDQGWHDVLQJRQHDQRWKHU
JRRGQDWXUHGO\
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,WҋVDORQJVKRWEXW,KDYHQRWKLQJWRORVH
´+H\GR\RXJX\VKDYHDPRPHQWWRÀOO
RXWDVXUYH\"µ,FDOORXW
A few turn to look over their shoulders with
GLVWDVWH2QHDJLUO,ÀJXUHWREHDERXW
P\DJHWDNHVSLW\RQPHLQP\GHVSHUDWH
VZHDW\JORU\DQGWXUQVDURXQGWRWDNHWKH
clipboard from my outstretched hand.
+HUJURXSHUXSWVLQSURWHVW´7DVKDµWKH\
JURDQ´FRPHRQµ
7DVKDZKRP,KDYHDOUHDG\WDNHQDOLNLQJ
WRJODUHVDWWKHP´:LOO\RXFRROLWDQG
JHWRYHUKHUH"µVKHFDOOVEDFNZDYLQJ
WKHFOLSERDUGWKUHDWHQLQJO\6ORZO\WKH
rest of the grumbling troupe meanders
RYHUWDNLQJWKHVXUYH\VDQGSHQVIURP
my hands. There is a moment of silence
DVWKH\PXOORYHUWKHLQLWLDOTXHVWLRQV²
ELRJUDSKLFDOGDWDQDPHDJHHWF7KHQ
their pens still.
´:KDWҋV1$5$/"µSLSHVXSRQHRIWKHER\V
I assume to be about 17.
I smile and repeat the catchphrase
,ҋYHPHPRUL]HGYHUEDWLP´1$5$/LV
DQDGYRFDF\RUJDQL]DWLRQWKDWÀJKWV
for reproductive justice. We support
LVVXHVOLNHDZRPDQҋVULJKWWRFKRRVH
FRPSUHKHQVLYHVH[HGXFDWLRQDQGELUWK
FRQWURODYDLODELOLW\µ7KHJURXSH\HVPH
ZDULO\OLVWHQLQJWRP\H[SODQDWLRQDQGWKHQ
lowering their eyes back to their papers.
Some chew on their pen caps.
´6RZKDWҋVҊSURFKRLFHҋPHDQ"µDVNVRQH
RIWKHJLUOV,WXUQWRIDFHKHUVXUSULVHG
,QDOOP\WLPHDVDSURFKRLFHDFWLYLVW²DW
%UDQGHLVDWKRPHDQGKHUHDW1$5$/
²,KDYHQHYHUEHHQDVNHGWKDWTXHVWLRQ
7KHSURDQWLFKRLFHGLFKRWRP\LVRQHRI
the most basic controversial issues of our
JHQHUDWLRQ²KRZFDQLWEHWKDWWKHVHWHHQV
aren!t aware?

,H[SODLQWKDWEHLQJSURFKRLFHPHDQV
supporting a woman!s right to choose to
have an abortion. It is clear that some
XQGHUVWDQGWKHFRQFHSWZKLOHRWKHUVDUH
still confused. Throughout the course of
WKHLUVXUYH\,DPDVNHGPDQ\VLPLODU
TXHVWLRQVHDFKPRUHVKRFNLQJWKDQ
the last: “What is comprehensive sex
HGXFDWLRQ"µ´:K\GRHVLWPDWWHULIWKH
PD\RULVSURFKRLFH"µ´7KH\KDYH laws
DERXWWKLVNLQGRIVKLW"µ
+DOIZD\WKURXJKRQHRIP\H[SODQDWLRQVD
boy rolls his eyes and shoves the clipboard
at me in frustration. “I don!t get this. I!m
RXWWDKHUHµKHPXWWHUV+HLVIROORZHGE\
two of his friends.

7KLVLVP\LQWURGXFWLRQWR-DVPLQH%XUQHWW
DVHOILGHQWLÀHGTXHHUEODFNIHPLQLVW
activist who has spent the better part of
her 34 years smashing the patriarchy
and stunning her audiences with
SURIDQLW\SHSSHUHGTXRWHV%DUEHGZRUGV
boomerang out of Jasmine Burnett!s mouth
OLNHUD]RUEODGHVWKHLUSRZHULVPDWFKHG
RQO\E\WKHLQWHQVLW\RIKHUYLEUDQW
PXOWLFRORUHGFORWKLQJDQGVKDUSVKRUW
Mohawk. Four NARAL interns and six
staff members sit around the boardroom
WDEOHVLPXOWDQHRXVO\ÁRRUHGE\-DVPLQHҋV
unapologetic tirade and quietly thankful
that we have reached a point in time in
which voices like Jasmine!s are central to
our movement.

“So what’s ‘pro-choice’
mean?” asks one of the girls. I
turn to face her, surprised. In
all my time as a pro-choice
activist – at Brandeis, at
home, and here at NARAL – I
have never been asked that
question. The pro-/antichoice dichotomy is one of
the most basic controversial

,ZDWFKWKHPOHDYHGLVDSSRLQWHGDQG
stunned by their incomprehension.
6RPHKRZWKHYHU\GLFWLRQ,ҋYHXVHGWR
craft the survey is too complicated. Words
WKDW,QRZUHFRJQL]HDVSURFKRLFHMDUJRQ
are unfamiliar to the ears of these teens.
,UHDOL]HWKDWP\VXUYH\LVOLNHO\WRIXUWKHU
alienate people who do not understand
by making them feel uneducated and
embarrassed. If NARAL truly wants to cater
to the needs of all people regardless of race
RUFODVVWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQQHHGVWRDGRSW
a less lofty approach. We need to educate
the masses. As the teens that shirked their
VXUYH\LOOXVWUDWHGSHRSOHZLOOQRWVXSSRUW
our cause or engage in the discussion if
they don!t understand the matter at hand.

-DVPLQH%XUQHWWLVDFRPPXQLW\RUJDQL]HU
PXFKUHQRZQHGLQKHUÀHOG6KHKDV
come to explain to us the meaning of
UHSURGXFWLYHMXVWLFHDWHUPWKDWJOLGHV
loosely from the lips of NARAL staff
though many of us lack a comprehensive
XQGHUVWDQGLQJRILWVPHDQLQJ%HIRUHDV
my fellow intern Iris and I had prepared
for the workshop and made our way to the
FRQIHUHQFHURRPZHODXJKHGVQRRWLO\DQG
WRVVHGRXUKDLUDVVXPLQJWKHZRUNVKRS
would be an overview of what we already
NQHZDERXWWKHSURFKRLFHPRYHPHQW
)LYHPLQXWHVLQDVZHVLWGXPEIRXQGHG
in our chairs watching our paradigms
get blown to bits by this steamroller of a

Jasmine Burnett

-DVPLQHJLYHVXVWKHGHÀQLWLRQRI
reproductive justice: a combination of
UHSURGXFWLYHKHDOWKDFFHVVVHUYLFHV
and positive social attitudes at the
LQWHUVHFWLRQVRIUDFHFODVVDQG
all identity categories. I learn that
reproductive justice is an ideology best
HPERGLHGE\DQHYHUHQGLQJOLVWRIIDFWRUV
that combine and overlap to form a
colorful tapestry.

July 12
It!s easy to forget that abortion politics are
inaccessible to some when I am working
LQDQLQVXODUSURFKRLFHHQYLURQPHQW
2FFDVLRQDOO\1$5$/LQYLWHVSURFKRLFH
ÀJXUHKHDGVWRJLYHSUHVHQWDWLRQVWRWKH
interns and staff. Sometimes they are
PLOGPDQQHUHGVRIWVSRNHQDQGFRUGLDO
6RPHWLPHVWKH\VD\WKLQJVOLNHWKLV“I!m
gonna say what the fuck I want to say,
how I want to say it, when I get pissed off.”

issues of our generation – how
can it be that these teens
aren’t aware?

ZRPDQZHUHDOL]HZHFRXOGQҋWKDYHEHHQ
more wrong.

Preparing for the Reproductive Justice
Brown Bag Lunch.
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I have never questioned the
validity of our work before, but
in this moment, I wonder: Is it
enough? Are we masking our
anger, sacrificing our
well-deserved anger so we can
function properly in the political
machine? And if so, at what cost?

5HSURGXFWLYHMXVWLFHLVKDYLQJORZFRVW
reproductive health services available to
all. Reproductive justice is the universal
IUHHGRPWRKDYHKHDOWK\FKLOGUHQRU
not to have children at all. Reproductive
MXVWLFHLVYRLGRIPDOHSULYLOHJHZKLWH
SULYLOHJHVWUDLJKWSULYLOHJHDQGFODVV
privilege. Reproductive justice is
demanding medical services and social
DWWLWXGHVWKDWZHDVZRPHQDQGDOO
SHRSOHGHVHUYH
Throughout the course of Jasmine!s
presentation I can literally feel my mind
expanding. I follow Jasmine!s sweeping
hand gestures and intense facial
expressions as she paints for us the
injustices of the world. It!s a lot to digest.
7RNHHSWKLQJVLQWHUHVWLQJ-DVPLQHKDV
brought with her a tambourine named
Glory. She shakes the tambourine to
celebrate moments of discussion that
resonate with her most. Towards the end
RIWKHZRUNVKRSDVWDIIPHPEHUDVNVKRZ
ZH1$5$/3UR&KRLFH1HZ<RUNFDQ
EHVWURQJHUSDUWLFLSDQWVLQWKHÀJKWIRU
reproductive justice.

´*UHDWTXHVWLRQµVKHSURFODLPVIHYHULVKO\
shaking Glory until the room is resonating
with trebly silver pings. Jasmine supports
1$5$/ҋVLQLWLDWLYHVEXWVKHEHOLHYHV
ZHFDQGRPRUH6RPHWLPHVWDONLQJ
to legislators and passing policy is not
HQRXJK´3HRSOHQHHGWRPDNHGHPDQGVµ
VKHEHOORZVVWULNLQJKHUÁDWSDOPRQWKH
ERDUGURRPWDEOH´3HRSOHJHWVRDIUDLG
²,GRQҋWNQRZZKHQZHJRWVRDIUDLG
I am challenged by social justice as a
movement because people are not saying
what they feelµ

politicsRISROLF\ZRUNLQJZLWKWKHXSSHU
echelon of the state!s public servants to
SDVVDSURFKRLFHDJHQGD,KDYHQHYHU
TXHVWLRQHGWKHYDOLGLW\RIRXUZRUNEHIRUH
EXWLQWKLVPRPHQW,ZRQGHU,VLWHQRXJK"
$UHZHPDVNLQJRXUDQJHUVDFULÀFLQJRXU
ZHOOGHVHUYHGDQJHUVRZHFDQIXQFWLRQ
SURSHUO\LQWKHSROLWLFDOPDFKLQH"$QGLIVR
at what cost?

Reflections

,FRQVLGHUWKLVDQGWDNHDPRPHQW
to look around the room. I look at the
SKRQHVZHXVHWRFDOORXUOHJLVODWRUV
arranged perfectly in a tidy line. I look
DWWKHZDOOVSOHDVDQWO\GHFRUDWHGZLWK
SRVWHUVPHPRUDELOLDDQGSKRWRJUDSKV
IURP1$5$/ҋVSULRUUDOOLHV,ORRNDWWKHÁDW
VFUHHQ79RQZKLFK-DVPLQHҋV3RZHU3RLQW
LVSURMHFWHGWKHH[SHQVLYHEXVLQHVVDWWLUH
ZHDUHDOOZHDULQJWKHOHJDOSDGVDQG
ballpoint pens strewn across the table.

I mull over these questions for the entirety
of my internship experience. By the end
RIP\VWD\,UHDOL]H,ҋPOHDYLQJZLWKPRUH
questions than I came with. If I!m working
IRUDSROLF\RUJDQL]DWLRQDP,EHFRPLQJVR
LPPHUVHGLQWKHXSSHUHFKHORQRIGHFLVLRQ
makers that I!m forgetting to educate the
masses? How do I make people care
about this issue if some people are not
aware this is an issue at all? How do I
help people understand that even the
PRVW´SURFKRLFHµSODFHVFDQEHKRVWLOHWR
women!s rights?

6XGGHQO\WKHZRUNZHGRVHHPVLQVXODUWR
PH²WRRIDUUHPRYHGIURPWKHVWUXJJOHVRQ
the ground. Where is the anger? Where are
RXUGHPDQGV"7KH:RPHQҋV(TXDOLW\$FW
1$5$/ҋVEUDLQFKLOGLWVEDE\GLGQҋWSDVV
7H[DVUHFHQWO\SDVVHGDVZHHSLQJDQWL
choice bill that bans abortion at 20 weeks
and shuts down the majority of the state!s

I unpack some of these questions with
Christopher in my exit interview. I have
said my tearful goodbyes to my NYU
IULHQGV,ҋYHRIÀFLDOO\PRYHGRXWRI+D\GHQ
+DOO7KLVLVP\ÀQDOGHVWLQDWLRQEHIRUH,
OHDYHWKHFLW\IRUJRRGDQGDV,HQWHUWKH
1$5$/FRQIHUHQFHURRPIRUWKHODVWWLPH,
get goosebumps on my arms.

DERUWLRQFOLQLFVGHVSLWH:HQG\'DYLVҋV
HSLFÀOLEXVWHUDQGWKHIHUYHQWSURWHVWVRI
SURFKRLFHDFWLYLVWVQDWLRQZLGH10 Right
QRZSURFKRLFHDFWLYLVWVKDYHDORWWR
EHDQJU\DERXW²DQGZHҋUHVLWWLQJLQD
ERDUGURRPHDWLQJFKHHVHDQGFUDFNHUV
and shaking tambourines.
/RJLFDOO\,XQGHUVWDQGWKDWVRFLDO
movements need multiple components.
6RPHRUJDQL]DWLRQVGRJUDVVURRWVZRUN
WDONLQJZLWKIRONV´RQWKHJURXQGµUDOO\LQJ
partaking in civil disobedience. Some
RUJDQL]DWLRQVOLNH1$5$/DGYRFDWHWKH
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Christopher and I sit across from each
other at the enormous conference table. I
JLYHKLPIHHGEDFNDVP\VXSHUYLVRU²DOO
SRVLWLYH²DQGKHJLYHVPHIHHGEDFNRQ
my performance throughout the course
RIWKHVXPPHUVD\LQJ,KDYH´ÀUHZLW
DQGKXPLOLW\µHQRXJKWRFDUU\WKHSUR
choice movement. I feel a potent glow in
P\KHDUWDWKLVZRUGV²&KULVWRSKHUGRHV
QRWGLVSHQVHFRPSOLPHQWVOLJKWO\²DQG
though I feel a heavy sadness as we hug
JRRGE\H,ҋPLQVSLUHGE\KLVFHUWDLQW\WKDW
I will continue to make a difference.

2XWVLGHP\PRPLVOHDQLQJDJDLQVWWKH
EXLOGLQJFRIIHHLQKDQGVKHZLOOGULYHPH
KRPHWR6WLOOZDWHU1HZ-HUVH\,WҋVRQO\
DQKRXUDZD\E\FDUEXWIHHOVVRVRPXFK
IXUWKHU5HDOLVWLFDOO\,NQRZ0DQKDWWDQLV
KRPHWRPLOOLRQVRISHRSOHP\HLJKWZHHN
stint is a mere blip on the radar of New
<RUN&LW\ҋVWLPHOLQH%XWVWDQGLQJWKHUH
surrounded by the sounds and smells
RIWKHFLW\WKDWKDVEHFRPHP\KRPH
I experience a heartbreaking bout of
nostalgia. I know I will never in my life feel
this particular way again.
2QWKHÀUVWGD\RIP\LQWHUQVKLS
&KULVWRSKHUVDLGWRPH´$VNTXHVWLRQV
KHUH/HDUQHYHU\RQHҋVVWRU\WKHLUKLVWRU\
their beliefs. Everyone got involved in this
ZRUNIRUDVSHFLÀFUHDVRQµ
Why did I get involved? What!s my story?
I!ll sum it up this way: one in three. By the
WLPH,DPLWLVDVWDWLVWLFDODEVROXWH
that I will know at least one woman
who has had an abortion. They are our
PRWKHUVRXUVLVWHUVRXUEHVWIULHQGV
RXUVHOYHV7KH\DUHSKRWRJUDSKHUV
ZULWHUV&(2VDQGSROLWLFLDQV7KH\DUH
white. Black. Hispanic. Atheist. Catholic.
:HDOWK\3RRU
2QHGD\LWFRXOGEHPH,WFRXOGEHPH
just like it was Sage; just like it was the
hundreds of women I spoke to on the
streets of New York City. Restricting
women!s access to abortion and birth
control negatively alters the course of
millions of women!s lives.

mandatory ultrasound law. Across the
QDWLRQVWDWHVDUHLQFUHPHQWDOO\UHVWULFWLQJ
women!s right to choose.
6RPHWLPHV,IHHOOLNH,ҋPÀJKWLQJDORVLQJ
battle. It would be easy to become
GLVHQFKDQWHGZLWKWKHSURFKRLFH
PRYHPHQWWKHDQWLFKRLFHYRLFHLVORXG
SRZHUIXODQGFXUUHQWO\VFUHDPLQJGHFLEHOV
above our own. But every time I hear
DQRWKHUZRPDQҋVVWRU\,VHH6DJH,VHH
myself. I see the hundreds of women I
spoke with this summer whose lives would
KDYHEHHQGUDVWLFDOO\GUDVWLFDOO\GLIIHUHQW
if they hadn!t had access to reproductive
health care. Their stories keep me inspired.
7KH\NHHSPHÀJKWLQJ
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,Q0DQKDWWDQ"µ1HZ<RUN7LPHV)HEUXDU\
$FFHVVHG1RYHPEHU
7RPOLQVRQ&KULV´7H[DV$ERUWLRQ
5HVWULFWLRQV5HLQVWDWHGµ7KH+XIÀQJWRQ
3RVW2FWREHU$FFHVVHG
1RYHPEHU

1RZWKDW,ҋPEDFNDW%UDQGHLV,ҋPZRUNLQJ
IRU1$5$/3UR&KRLFH0DVVDFKXVHWWV
DVD&DPSXV&DPSDLJQ2UJDQL]HU,ҋP
PRELOL]LQJDFWLYLVWVRQP\FDPSXVEXW
sometimes it doesn!t seem like enough. In
HDUO\2FWREHUD1HEUDVNDMXGJHUXOHGWKDW
D\HDUROGIRVWHUFKLOGFRXOGQRWKDYH
an abortion because she was “not mature
HQRXJKµLQ6HSWHPEHU2KLRSDVVHGD
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