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t was a great pleasure to lead the
intensive writing seminar of the 2013
cohort of Sorensen Fellows. This group
of six Brandeis students was selected
through a rigorous competitive process
in fall 2012. Those ultimately chosen to
serve as Sorensen Fellows demonstrated
a number of qualities seen as critical for
WKHLUVXFFHVV´LQWKHÀHOGµ²PDWXULW\DELOLW\
WRKDQGOHXQIRUHVHHQFKDOOHQJHVUHDO
FXULRVLW\DERXWWKHLULQWHUQVKLSVLWHVUHVSHFW
IRUGLIIHUHQWFXOWXUHVDQGYLHZSRLQWVDQG
SHUKDSVDERYHDOOKXPLOLW\
The 2013 cohort went their separate
ZD\VODVW0D\KDYLQJSUHSDUHGGXULQJ
the spring to document their experiences
LQGHWDLORSHQWKHPVHOYHVWRQHZLGHDV
DQGH[SHULHQFHVDQGVXSSRUWHDFKRWKHU
through frequent group emails. Abie and
&\QWKLDZRUNHGLQ.HQ\D²RQHDVD
newcomer to the country and the other as
D´IRUHLJQORFDOµ²ZLWKRUJDQL]DWLRQVWKDW
KHOSPDUJLQDOL]HGSRSXODWLRQVRYHUFRPH
barriers to social and economic well being.
Nelly and Hannah!s internships were with
NGOs dedicated to bettering the lives
and educational outcomes of children
LQ6HQHJDODQG8JDQGDUHVSHFWLYHO\
Hailey learned the inner workings of a
ODUJHDQGZHOOÀQDQFHGQRQSURÀWLQ1HZ
York City that aims to promote and protect
reproductive justice. And Damiana faced
WKHGXDOFKDOOHQJHRIZRUNLQJLQDQXQGHU
resourced obstetrics clinic in Bulgaria while
coming to terms with an adult perspective
on her native country.

What impact can a summer internship by
students from a private university in the
United States make on the work of social
MXVWLFHRULHQWHGRUJDQL]DWLRQVZKHWKHU
at home or abroad? How much can the
Fellows expect to contribute as young
DGXOWVDQGVFKRODUVRIWHQZLWKDOLPLWHG
H[SHULHQFHRI´WKHUHDOZRUOGµ":KDWDUH
the limits of their appropriate engagement
LQDFWLYLWLHVGHVLJQHGWRHIIHFWFKDQJH
especially when they are working in a
society not their own?
$QGDIWHUWKHLULQWHUQVKLSVKDYHHQGHGKRZ
can they take their summer experiences
and use them both to round out their
undergraduate education and prepare for
what comes next in their lives?
These were just some of the questions the
Sorensen Fellows discussed and grappled
ZLWKRYHUWKHFRXUVHRIWKHLUVHPHVWHUORQJ
UHÁHFWLRQDQGZULWLQJFRXUVH7KH\UHDG
DQGDQDO\]HGWKHZULWLQJVRIÀFWLRQDQG
QRQÀFWLRQDXWKRUVWDNLQJQRWHRIKRZ
WKH\DSSURDFKHGGLIÀFXOWVXEMHFWV²KRZ
to struggle against discrimination and
SRYHUW\ZKHQWRDFNQRZOHGJHWKHEHQHÀWV
DQGUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVRISULYLOHJHKRZWR
FRPHWRWHUPVZLWKWKHVWDWXVRI´RXWVLGHUµ
²DQGDOVRRIWKHOLWHUDU\WHFKQLTXHVWKH\
used to express themselves. Exposure
to a wide variety of expert writers helped
WKH)HOORZVWDNHWKHLURZQÀHOGQRWHV
FDUHIXOO\FRPSLOHGGXULQJWKHLULQWHUQVKLSV
and transform them into the vivid and
informative essays found here.
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This anthology is the result of their many
ZHHNVRIUHÁHFWLRQDQDO\VLVDQGWLUHOHVV
ZULWLQJDQGUHZULWLQJ$VUHÁHFWHGLQWKH
WLWOHWKH6RUHQVHQ)HOORZVGLGLQGHHG
HPEDUNRQSDUDOOHOSDWKVQRWRQO\LQWKH
dedication they showed to their respective
LQWHUQVKLSVEXWDOVRLQWKHLUHIIRUWVWRGLJ
LQWRWKHLURZQDQGRWKHUVҋH[SHULHQFHVDVN
KDUGTXHVWLRQVVFUXWLQL]HLQWHUSUHWDWLRQV
and critique each others! writing.
It has been a privilege for me to join them
on this journey. I have seen the Fellows
HYROYHDVWKLQNHUVDQGZULWHUVDQGWKHLU
sheer enthusiasm and warmth has also
UHVWRUHGWRPHVRPHRIWKHFRQÀGHQFH,
used to feel in the world and its possibilities.
Whatever the 2013 Sorensen Fellows do
RQFHWKH\OHDYH%UDQGHLVZHFDQEHVXUH
it will be a tribute to the program that gave
them the opportunity to engage in the
summer internships described here.
Damiana AndonovaҋIURP&KLFDJR
,OOLQRLVLVDQDVSLULQJREVWHWULFLDQPDMRULQJ
LQ+HDOWK6FLHQFH6RFLHW\DQG3ROLF\6KH
explores her interests in obstetrics through
PDQ\GLVFLSOLQHVLQFOXGLQJDUWOLWHUDWXUH
SKLODQWKURS\DQGUHVHDUFK6KHLVWKH
founder of the Brandeis University March
RI'LPHV&RXQFLOLVDUHVHDUFKDVVLVWDQW
at the Schuster Institute for Investigative
-RXUQDOLVPDQGKDVEHHQLQYROYHGZLWK
several women!s health NGOs. Damiana
traveled to Bulgaria for an obstetrics
LQWHUQVKLSDWDKRVSLWDOLQ%ODJRHYJUDGDQG
collected health narratives of community

PHPEHUVSDWLHQWVKHDOWKSROLF\PDNHUV
and health workers in an effort to generate
discourse and explore the use of literature
as a healing form of the arts.
Cynthia Wangui CharchiҋIURP
1DLUREL.HQ\DLVGRXEOHPDMRULQJLQ
+HDOWK6FLHQFH6RFLHW\DQG3ROLF\DQG
Economics with a minor in Environmental
Studies. Having lived in several countries
LQFOXGLQJ.HQ\DWKH86DQG6RXWK$IULFD
she has become aware of the disparities
in health care access and treatment. Her
passion for sustainable and equitable
GLVWULEXWLRQRIUHVRXUFHVSDUWLFXODUO\LQ
WKHVOXPVRI.HQ\DOHGKHUWRLQWHUQZLWK
.HQ\D6RFLDO9HQWXUHVZKLFKVXSSRUWV
local projects in the slums. She assisted
WKH3RZHU:RPHQҋV*URXSZKLFK
SURYLGHV+,9SRVLWLYHZRPHQWKHWHFKQLFDO
VNLOOVPDWHULDOVDQGPDUNHWWRVHOOFUDIW
items. Cynthia documented the stories
RIWKHZRPHQLQRUGHUWRKXPDQL]HWKH
H[SHULHQFHRI+,9ZKLOHDOVRSXWWLQJDIDFH
to their products.
Hailey MageeҋIURP6WLOOZDWHU1HZ
-HUVH\LVGRXEOHPDMRULQJLQ3ROLWLFV
and Women!s and Gender Studies and
minoring in Social Justice and Social
3ROLF\6KHLVWKHSUHVLGHQWRIWKH)HPLQLVW
0DMRULW\/HDGHUVKLS$OOLDQFHZDVD
member of the Ethics Center Leadership
&RXQFLODQGLVDEORJFRQWULEXWRUIRU
WKHQRQSURÀWRUJDQL]DWLRQ$ERXW)DFH
+DLOH\LQWHUQHGZLWK1$5$/3UR&KRLFH
New York. She worked at the intersection
RISROLF\DQGJUDVVURRWVRUJDQL]LQJ
advocating for the Women!s Equality
$JHQGDDQRPQLEXVELOOSUHVHQWHGE\
New York Governor Cuomo to advance
the status of women regarding health
SROLF\VH[XDOKDUDVVPHQWGLVFULPLQDWLRQ
and more. Hailey also researched state
representatives! and mayoral candidates!
policy stances and wrote memos on
current legislation.

DQG*OREDO6WXGLHVDQGVHUYHVRQWKH
executive board of the Anthropology Club.
Nelly works as a German BUGS (Brandeis
8QGHUJUDGXDWH*URXS6WXG\ WXWRUDQGLV
involved with the Center for German and
European Studies. Her passion for working
ZLWKFKLOGUHQEURXJKWKHUIURP6ZLW]HUODQG
WR&RVWD5LFDWR6HQHJDOZKHUHVKHVSHQW
a semester before beginning at Brandeis
DVDPLG\HDU,WZDVLQ6HQHJDOLQWHUQLQJ
DWDVKHOWHUIRUZRPHQDQGFKLOGUHQ
WKDWVKHÀUVWGLVFRYHUHGKHULQWHUHVWLQ
$IULFD)RUKHU6RUHQVHQLQWHUQVKLS1HOO\
returned to Senegal and interned with Pour
Une EnfanceDKXPDQLWDULDQRUJDQL]DWLRQ
that works with young street children and
child beggars attending Koranic schools.
Abie TroenҋIURP-HUXVDOHP,VUDHOLV
majoring in Film Studies. Abie studied at
the Israeli Academy for Sciences and Arts
WRJHWKHUZLWK-HZVDQG$UDEVDQGEHFDPH
particularly interested in artistic creation
within a politically and socially complex
reality. After serving in the Israeli Defense
)RUFHVDVDFRPEDWSDUDPHGLFKH
attended the Sam Spiegel Film Academy
in Jerusalem where he worked as a
photographer and cinematographer on
projects that dealt with social inequalities
within Israel. He interned this summer with
.(1$69,7WKH.HQ\D1DWLRQDO$OOLDQFH

RI6WUHHW9HQGRUVDQG,QIRUPDO7UDGHUV
creating a documentary database of
ÀOPSKRWRVLQWHUYLHZVDQGFOLSVRIWKHLU
projects on the ground.
Hannah YoungҋIURP%UDQIRUG
&RQQHFWLFXWLVPDMRULQJLQ$QWKURSRORJ\
and International and Global Studies with
DPLQRULQ$IULFDQDQG$IUR$PHULFDQ
Studies. She serves on the boards of the
%UDQGHLV$IULFDQ6WXGHQWV2UJDQL]DWLRQ
and the Anthropology Club. After interning
with Sports Helping Empower Women
LQ6RXWK$IULFD 6KH:LQ6 LQ
Hannah became interested in community
development and women!s empowerment
in southern Africa. She presently serves as
the secretary of the SheWinS board. With
the hope of gaining a broader view of the
$IULFDQFRQWLQHQWVKHWUDYHOHGWR.DPSDOD
8JDQGDIRUKHU6RUHQVHQ)HOORZVKLSDQG
worked in the Education Centre of Uganda
Youth and Women!s Effort Fighting AIDS
8<:()$ LQDQDWWHPSWWRSURYLGH
equal education opportunities to orphans
and vulnerable children who have been
impacted by HIV/AIDS.
Leigh Swigart, Ph.D. is Director of
Programs in International Justice and
Society at the International Center for
Ethics, Justice and Public Life at Brandeis.

Sorensen Fellowship Program
The Ethics Center!s Sorensen Fellowship
program honors Theodore C. Sorensen
 IRUKLVOLIHORQJFRPPLWPHQW
to public service and for his 10 years as
founding chair of the Center!s International
Advisory Board. Ted Sorensen was policy
DGYLVRUOHJDOFRXQVHODQGVSHHFKZULWHUWR
3UHVLGHQW-RKQ).HQQHG\+HSUDFWLFHG
LQWHUQDWLRQDOODZIRUIRXUGHFDGHVDQGZDV
a widely published author on the presidency
and foreign affairs. The Sorensen Fellowship
seeks to engage Brandeis undergraduates

Nelly Schläfereit !15 is originally from
*HUPDQ\EXWKDVOLYHGLQ*HQHYD
6ZLW]HUODQGIRUPRVWRIKHUOLIH6KHLV
majoring in Anthropology and International

with constructive social change on the
LQWHUQDWLRQDOVWDJHDQDSSURSULDWHWULEXWHWR

Ted Sorensen with President Kennedy

Theodore C. Sorensen.
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