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KHZD\,OLYHKHUH²DVLI
LWLVDWHPSRUDU\WKLQJD
WLPHRXWIURPP\HYHU\GD\

OLIH²LWLVVRGLIIHUHQWIURPKRZRWKHUVOLYH
KHUH)RUWKHPWKLVLVLW²DQGWKDWLVKDUG
IRUPHWRJUDVSWRZUDSP\KHDGDURXQG
:KDWGLG,GRWRGHVHUYHWKLVSULYLOHJH"µ
– Journal Entry, June 13, 2013

Being privileged is easy. Not being aware
of that privilege is even easier. Being able
to take advantage of all that one has been
JLYHQH[FHOOLQJWKURXJKRSSRUWXQLWLHV
SURYLGHGE\RWKHUVDQGIRFXVLQJRQ
RQHҋVVPDOOSODFHZLWKLQWKHZRUOG
WRWDOO\XQDZDUHRIRQHҋVOX[XULHVLVTXLWH
GDQJHURXVLI\RXDVNPH
)RUTXLWHVRPHWLPH,KDYHFRQVLGHUHG
myself to be aware of my privilege in the
8QLWHG6WDWHV,UHDOL]HWKDWEHFDXVHRI
P\VRFLRHFRQRPLFVWDWXVJHQGHUDQGWKH
FRORURIP\VNLQ,FDQVHL]HRSSRUWXQLWLHV
WKDWVRPHSHRSOHHYHQZLWKLQP\RZQ
FRXQWU\ZLOOPRVWOLNHO\QRWEHSUHVHQWHG
ZLWKLQWKHLUOLYHV,UHDOL]HWKDWP\YRLFHLV
KHDUGZKHQ,ZDQWLWWREHDQGWKDWZKHQ
,GRQҋW,DOZD\VKDYHDSODFHRIUHIXJH
,UHDOL]HWKDW,ZLOOOLNHO\EHDEOHWRSD\
off my college loans. That I will probably
never be treated unacceptably by others
based on my appearance. That I will be
DEOHWROLYHFRPIRUWDEO\DQGPDNHP\RZQ
choices throughout life.
:KHQ,ZURWHWKDWMRXUQDOHQWU\,KDG
RQO\EHHQLQ8JDQGDRQHPRQWKMXVW
four weeks of the 12 that I was to spend
WKHUH0\GDLO\OLIHLQ.D]RDFRPPXQLW\
NLORPHWHUVQRUWKZHVWRI.DPSDOD
8JDQGDҋVFDSLWDOZDVQRWFDWHJRUL]HG
by the same privilege that I experience in
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVEXWLWZDVVWLOOPDUNHG
by an extremely prominent and a quite
inescapable one. Not only was my host
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family much better off than most families
LQWKHDUHDEXWP\ZKLWHQHVVJDYH
me unprecedented advantages (and
GLVDGYDQWDJHV WKDWZHUHXQIDPLOLDUWRPH
DVDQ$PHULFDQ7KLQNLQJEDFNWKRXJK,
was quite exposed to those privileges in
$PHULFD+RZHYHU,DPQRWIRUFHGWRIDFH
WKHPRQDGDLO\EDVLVKHUHZKHUHDVLQ
.D]RHYHU\ZKHUH,WXUQHG,ZDVFRQVWDQWO\
reminded that my life there was very
privileged. I began to consider that the
realities of my life and experiences are
remarkably different from the realities of
many of the people I would meet and grow
WRORYHLQ.D]R
7KDWGLIIHULQJUHDOLW\ZDVODUJHO\UHÁHFWHG
in the socioeconomic status of the general
SRSXODWLRQRI.D]R:LWKWKHSHUFDSLWD
LQFRPHIDOOLQJXQGHU86DFFRUGLQJWR
WKH:RUOG%DQN3RYHUW\$QDO\VLVLQ
over half of Uganda!s population fall below
the poverty line.1$FFRUGLQJWR81,&()
OLYHRQOHVVWKDQ86SHUGD\
and therefore fall below the international
poverty line.2 While the poverty that I saw
ZDVVHYHUHLQUHDOLW\PRVWRIWKRVHZKR
OLYHLQH[WUHPHSRYHUW\LQ8JDQGD  
GRQRWOLYHLQUXUDODUHDVOLNH.D]REXW
LQVWHDGLQWKHFRXQWU\VLGH3 Uganda!s
LPPHQVHSRYHUW\UHÁHFWVLWVHOILQWKHPDLQ
causes of sickness and death throughout
WKHFRXQWU\$,'6PDODULDSQHXPRQLD
GLDUUKHDDQGPDOQXWULWLRQUHVXOWLQJLQDQ
extremely low life expectancy of 54 years
DWELUWKDFFRUGLQJWR81,&()4 While the

Ugandan government is attempting to
improve these conditions by bringing in
PRUHFXUUHQF\E\OLEHUDOL]LQJWKHHFRQRP\
there continues to be a very low public
expenditure.5 This creates a problem
in terms of public education and public
KHDOWKZKLFKZHUHVKRUWFRPLQJVWKDW
appeared very prominently during my time
LQ.D]R
The descriptions that follow chart my
summer!s journey through my interactions
ZLWKWKUHHYHU\LPSRUWDQWSHRSOH5HÁHFWLQJ
on these interactions shows what I have
come to understand about privilege and the
LPSRUWDQFHRIUHFRJQL]LQJLW

Morning in Kazo
(YHU\PRUQLQJ,ZDNHXSMXVWDERXWDKDOI
KRXUWRDQKRXUEHIRUHP\DODUPZKLFK
FRPHVIURPP\ROGL3RGWRXFKZKHQZH
have power and I am able to charge it to
last through the night. I stretch out and
VOLGHRIIP\OLJKWVKHHWSXOOWKHFRUQHU
of my mosquito net out from under my
PDWWUHVVDQGVOLSRXWRIEHGDVTXLHWO\
DV,FDQDOWKRXJK,GRQRWKDYHWRZRUU\
about my mattress creaking like I do in
my dorm at Brandeis. My bedframe here
LVVROLGZRRGZLWKDWKLFNIRDPSDGRYHU
WKHWRSVLWWLQJRQDVWXUG\FRQFUHWHÁRRU
It is refreshingly cool to rest my feet on
DIWHUDZDUPQLJKWDQGLWZDNHVPHXS
just enough before having to pull out the
VNHOHWRQNH\IURPWKHORFNRQP\GRRU
WZLVWLWHYHUVRVOLJKWO\DQGKRSHWKDW,
won!t wake up any of the boys in the room
QH[WWRPLQH,WLVMXVWVL[RҋFORFNDQGWKH\
ZRQҋWJHWXSWRSUHSDUHIRUVFKRROXQWLOVL[
WKLUW\DWWKHHDUOLHVWLIQRWVHYHQRҋFORFN
,ÀQDOO\PDNHLWRXWP\EHGURRPGRRU
WKURXJKWKHVLWWLQJURRPDQGRXWWRWKH
front door. This is where my problem
DULVHV,VWDQGLQP\ORQJKDQGG\HG
GUHVVLQIURQWRIRXUODUJHKHDY\PHWDO
front door. The door keeps others out in
WKHQLJKWEXWDOVREHFRPHVDQREVWDFOH

when I am in a hurry to use the latrine
outside of our compound while everyone
else is still asleep. I try wiggling the huge
EROWVWKDWKROGLWVKXWDWWHPSWLQJWRNHHS
TXLHW,ÀQDOO\PDQDJHWRJHWWKHGRRU
RSHQDOWKRXJKWKHVRXQGRIWKHEROWV
moving out of place is unmistakable. The
GRRUVZLQJVRSHQDQG,DPERPEDUGHG
on the other side by our three large dogs:
%ODFN3ROLFHDQGWKHRWKHUZKRVHQDPH,
never managed to learn. I push past them
DQGUXQTXLFNO\RYHUWRWKHFHPHQWVWDOOV
UHOLHYHP\VHOIDQGFRPHRXWRQO\WRÀQG
0DFNP\\RXQJHVWEURWKHUZDLWLQJDWWKH
GRRUVPLOLQJNQRZLQJWKDWLWZDVPHZKR
woke him up and not someone trying to
break into the house.
Mack quickly changes into his school
XQLIRUPSRZGHUEOXHVKRUWVDZKLWH
EXWWRQGRZQVKRUWVOHHYHVKLUWEODFN
VKRHVDQGUHGVRFNV+HOHDYHVIRU
VFKRRO+HLVLQ3ULPDU\LQDELJ
bubblegum pink building at the foot of
.D]R+LOOMXVWDPLQXWHZDONIURPRXU
KRPH,JHWGUHVVHGDQGEHIRUHORQJWKH
VXQLVXS5RQDOGP\ROGHVWEURWKHUKDV
ZRNHQXSE\WKLVWLPHDQGEULQJVPHEODFN
tea and a roll wrapped in newspaper from
the shop outside of our compound as I get
ready to leave for school. I gulp down my
malaria pill with my tea. I brush my teeth
(by this time I!ve begun brushing with
ZDWHUIURPWKHVSLJRWRXWVLGHUDWKHUWKDQ
ERLOHGZDWHU DQGVKRXWDSiba bulungi!
²+DYHDJRRGGD\²WRP\IDPLO\DQG
walk through the dusty streets and green
PDWRNHÀHOGVWRWKHRWKHUVLGHRI.D]R
all the way to Lugoba Road and Uganda
Youth and Women!s Effort Fighting AIDS
8<:()$ (GXFDWLRQ&HQWUHZKHUH,
WHDFK(QJOLVKPXVLFDQGDUW
By the time I reach the Education Centre I
KDYHDOUHDG\HDWHQWZRRUWKUHHVRPEXVD
DVPDOOIULHGVQDFNÀOOHGZLWKRQLRQV
FRZSHDVDQGRQDJRRGGD\FDUURWV
,I,DPOXFN\0DPD*HUDOGZKRVHOOV
WKHVHPRUQLQJWUHDWVKDVVOLSSHGVRPH

fried sweet potato into my bag. I have
DOVRDOUHDG\VDLGKRZZDVWKHQLJKW
hello and good morning to almost all of
.D]RVKRXWLQJWasuze otya?, Oly otyah
nnyabo?DQG6LEDEXOXQJLWRDQ\RQHZKR
would listen. I walk through neighboring
FRPSRXQGVVTXHH]HWKHKDQGVRI\RXQJ
NLGVLQSDVVLQJDQGWXUQDFRUQHUIDFH
XSWKHKLOODQGÀQGP\VHOIJD]LQJDWWKH
&HQWUH2QFH,ҋYHDUULYHGPRVWNLGVDUH
DOUHDG\LQWKHLUFODVVURRPVEXWWKHUHDUH
always a few stragglers running in circles
ZLWKWKHQHLJKERUKRRGJLUOV6KHULDQG
6KDQLWWDKZKRDUHERWKWRR\RXQJIRU
school. The kids who are left outside circle
DURXQGPHJUDERQWRP\OHJVDQGÀQDOO\
DIWHUJLYLQJLQWRKXJVDQGWLFNOLQJ,XVKHU
the remaining students inside to their
classrooms. And so our day begins.

Jajja
My head is almost sticking out of the
ZLQGRZRQP\ÀUVWGULYHWKURXJK.DPSDOD
,DPLQWKHEDFNVHDWRIDZHOOFDUHGIRU
ROGFDUTXLWHDOX[XU\LQ.D]R%XW,GRQҋW
NQRZWKDW\HW,KDYHQҋW\HWEHHQWR.D]R
²LWLVP\ÀUVWULGHDQG$OOLHDQG5RQDOG
have just picked me up from the airport
DW(QWHEEHDOPRVWDWZRKRXUULGHIURP
Kampala. I pull myself back to a normal
VLWWLQJSRVLWLRQLQWKHVHDWDQGWXUQWRP\
right and look at Allie.
6KHLVD\HDUROGZRPDQIURP,RZD
DQGKDVEHHQLQ.D]RIRUWKUHHPRQWKV
VRIDUWHPSRUDULO\ZRUNLQJDVWKHPDLQ
administrator of UYWEFA Education
&HQWUHP\LQWHUQVKLSVLWHIRUWKHQH[W
ZHHNVZKLOH8<:()$FRQWLQXHVZLWKD
job search for a Ugandan administrator.
7KHVWXGHQWVFDOOKHU´+HDGPLVWUHVV$OOLHµ
6KHLVWKHRQO\RWKHU$PHULFDQDVZHOODV
the only other mzungu²ZKLWHSHUVRQ²
OLYLQJLQ.D]R6LQFHVKHKDVEHHQKHUHIRU
TXLWHDZKLOHDOUHDG\VKHKDVEHHQKHOSLQJ
PHSUHSDUHIRUVHYHUDOZHHNVDQVZHULQJ
my many questions via email.
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I have also been in touch with UYWEFA!s
PDLQGLUHFWRU5RQDOG+HLVD8JDQGDQ
man who founded and continues to oversee
all of UYWEFA!s programs. He and Allie
ZRUNWRJHWKHUYHU\FORVHO\EXW5RQDOGDOVR
ZRUNVDVDEXWFKHULQ.D]RDQGLVJRLQJWR
school. I will come to learn that while many
8JDQGDQVDUHLQYROYHGLQWKHQRQSURÀW
VHFWRUPRVWRIWKHLULQYROYHPHQWLVRQWKH
VLGHRIDQRWKHUSURIHVVLRQDQGJHQHUDOO\D
PRUHSURÀWDEOHRQH
“I forgot to ask you...what is my host
IDPLO\OLNH"µ,DVN$OOLHXQJOXLQJP\H\HV
from the urban areas that we are passing
through.
$OOLHEHJLQVGHVFULELQJ²YHU\YDJXHO\,
PD\DGG²DQROGHUZRPDQQDPHG3DVV\
6KHLVPRVWO\GHVFULEHGDV´EXV\µ
7KLVPDNHVPHDELWQHUYRXVEHFDXVH,
want to be close with my host family. I let
LWJRWKRXJKQRWOHWWLQJP\VHOIKDYHDQ\
VSHFLÀFH[SHFWDWLRQV
:HDUULYHLQ.D]RSXOOLQJWKURXJKWKH
uneven dirt streets. The car bounces up
DQGGRZQDQG,KLWP\KHDGRQWKHPHWDO
roof. We pass the kisawa²SOD\JURXQG
²ZKHUH,VHHVHYHUDOJURXSVRIPHQ
playing futbol. Turning down a small side
URDGZHÀQGRXUVHOYHVLQWKHPLGVWRI
WKHPDUNHWSDVVWKURXJKZKDWIHHOVOLNH
DWXQQHORIPDWRRNHWUHHVZKLFKORRNOLNH
green bananas. I almost equate them to
plantains before tasting them; matooke is
OHVVVZHHWDQGDOVRVHUYHVDVWKHVWDSOH
IRRGLQ8JDQGDRIWHQHDWHQZLWKDVDXFH
or beans.
3DVVLQJWKHmatookeZHDUULYHRQDQ
HYHQVPDOOHUVWUHHWDQGHYHQWXDOO\SXOOXS
WRDODUJHFRQFUHWHZDOO:HH[LWWKHFDU
but our driver has parked in a big hole and
we are surrounded by mud. Ronald carries
P\VXLWFDVH$OOLHWDNHVP\GXIÁHVR,
am left with my backpack and purse. We
ZDONWRWKHOHIWRIWKHFRQFUHWHZDOOSDVVD

series of single rooms that serve as homes
IRUVHYHUDOIDPLOLHVDQGWXUQULJKWWKURXJK
WKHPLGGOHRIWKHPOHDGLQJXVWRDODUJH
RSHQFRQFUHWHFRXUW\DUG:HKDYHÀQDOO\
arrived at the compound that will be my
home for the next three months.
,WLVEHDXWLIXODQGLWVWDQGVRXWDPRQJ
the other homes in the neighborhood
surrounding us. I assume that this means
my host family is a bit better off than
others in the area. On the far side of the
FRPSRXQGWKHUHDUHWZRURRPVDWWDFKHG
WRHDFKRWKHUZLWKDKXJHFKLFNHQFRRS
on the far side. Around the corner are the
latrines and an open space with more
matooke trees. I also spot two avocado
WUHHVDQGWZRRWKHUXQLGHQWLÀDEOHWUHHV
that I am later introduced to as jackfruit.
Across from the chicken coop is a large
KRXVHFHPHQWZLWKWZRODUJHZDWHU
collecting towers on two of the corners. I
ZDONXSWKHVWHSVHQWHUWKHIURQWGRRUDQG
see my host family. There are three boys
who seem to be around my age sitting on
RQHVLGHRIWKHWDEOHDFURVVIURPDZRPDQ
ZKRP5RQDOGLQWURGXFHVDV0DPD%HWW\
but whom I hear these boys call Jajja.
0DPD%HWW\DOVRNQRZQDV3DVV\DOVR
known as Jajja²JUDQGPRWKHU²LVP\KRVW
mother. Everyone I speak to calls her a
GLIIHUHQWQDPHDQGDWÀUVW,DPFRQIXVHG
about what I should call her. I begin by
FDOOLQJKHU0DPD%HWW\EXWVLQFHWKLV
OLWHUDOO\PHDQV´0RWKHURI%HWW\µLWIHHOV
WRRIRUPDOVR,TXLFNO\DOWHUQDWHWR0DPD
RU-DMMDERWKRIZKLFKÀW+HUZDUPWK
makes it feel comfortable for me to call her
ERWKPRWKHUDQGJUDQGPRWKHUDQGVKH
does not seem to have a preference.
I look at her with wonder. She looks up at
PHEULHÁ\EXWLVYHU\IRFXVHGRQWKHWDVN
DWKDQGGHFRUDWLQJDKDOIJOREHFDNHWR
look like a futbol. She is piping little black
OLQHVRILFLQJLQWRFLUFOHVDURXQGWKHZKLWH
ones that are already there. The cake sits
RQDQDOXPLQXPIRLOFRYHUHGFDUGERDUG
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FLUFOHDQGKHUJUDQGVRQ0DFNVWDQGVQH[W
to her holding a photo of what the cake
LVVXSSRVHGWRORRNOLNH$IWHUÀQLVKLQJ
WKHODVWOLQHVKHSXWVWKHLFLQJGRZQDQG
stands up.
´+DQQDK:HOFRPHµ6KHH[WHQGVKHU
arms and hugs me.
We go over to the sitting room with
Ronald and Allie. The exhaustion that I
am experiencing is evident in my inability
to pay attention. We make plans for the
UHVWRIWKHGD\,DPWRWDNHDVKRZHU
then go over to the Education Centre. We
make small talk. Jajja tells me about how
VKHEDNHVFDNHVWRVHOOIRUZHGGLQJV
ELUWKGD\VDQGRWKHUSDUWLHV,ORRNDURXQG
but don!t see an oven. Then I see that
RXWVLGHWKHUHDUHWZRKXJHVKHHWVRI
metal set up carefully over two charcoal
VWRYHVFUHDWLQJDJLDQWPDNHVKLIWRYHQ,
am immediately impressed.
$V,VHWWOHLQDQGWKHZHHNVSDVV,VHH
WKDWHYHU\IHZZHHNHQGV-DMMDJRHV
through this same process of mixing for
RQHQLJKWEDNLQJWKHQH[WPRUQLQJOHWWLQJ
WKHFDNHVVLWIRURQHGD\DQGGHFRUDWLQJ
RQWKHODVWQLJKW'XULQJP\WKUHHPRQWKV
I see several futbolFDNHVDVZHOODVWUXFN
FDNHVJXLWDUFDNHVDQGGR]HQVDQG
GR]HQVRIPLQLDWXUHIDQFLHUORRNLQJZKLWH
cakes with ribbons tied around the sides
and sweet messages across the top.
$WWLPHVJLUOVZLOOFRPHWRWKHKRXVHDQG
EX\WKHVHFDNHVIURPKHU2WKHUWLPHV
she will bring baskets full of cakes to the
grocery store and sell them. She is an
incredible entrepreneur. Not only does she
EDNHDQGVHOOEXWVKHDOVRKDVDVKRSLQ
town by the kisawa where she sells used
FORWKLQJDVZHOODVMHZHOU\DQGZKDWVKH
FDOOV$IULFDQ´IUHHGUHVVHVµ PHDQLQJWKH\
GRQҋWKDYHDSDWWHUQRUVKDSHUHDOO\ 
She also rents out large tents and chairs
for weddings and funerals. She sells the
ZDWHUWKDWVKHFROOHFWVLQWKHUDLQJDWKHULQJ

towers next to our house. She sells
FKLFNHQVDQGDOVRUDLVHVSLJVWRVHOO
Despite the fact that Jajja lost her husband
TXLWHDZKLOHDJRVKHKDVEHHQDEOH
to work and provide a wonderful life for
herself and her family.
5RQDOG0DFN3LXV WKUHHRIKHUJUDQGVRQV 
Jajja and I all live at Jajja!s house. A boy
FDOOHG*XLGDDOVROLYHVWKHUHIRUP\ÀUVW
PRQWKDQGDKDOIDIWHUZDUGVOHDYLQJIRU
school. The rest of her grandchildren attend
ERDUGLQJVFKRROIDLUO\FORVHE\DOVRVR
most weekends at least one will come
home. Some weekends all of them come
KRPHDQGWKHUHZLOOEHRIXVWKUHH
PRUHJLUOVWKUHH\RXQJHUER\VIRXU
ER\VDURXQGP\DJHDQGPH,WLVWKH
norm for children in Uganda to move in
with their grandparents or other relatives
ZKROLYHFORVHWRWKHFLW\EHFDXVHWKLVLV
the best opportunity for children to get a
good education. While there are schools
LQYLOODJHV,DPWROGE\P\KRVWEURWKHUV
that their quality often doesn!t compare to
schools near the city.
After meeting everybody I get a tour of the
KRXVHEHFDXVHDOORIWKHJUDQGFKLOGUHQ
have gathered this week (not because it
LVWKHZHHNHQGEXWEHFDXVHWKH\DUHRQ
DKROLGD\IURPVFKRRO ,WLVIRXUURRPV
modest by American standards: Jajja!s
URRPP\URRPWKHER\VҋURRPDQGWKH
OLYLQJURRPGLQLQJURRPNLWFKHQHWWHZKLFK
is a big open space.
I feel at home amongst Jajja and the boys.
She makes me comfortable by asking
questions about my life in the United
6WDWHV(YHU\HYHQLQJ,VLWZLWKKHUDQG
ZHWDONZKLOHVKHZDWFKHVVRDSRSHUDV
and I knit. The boys are entranced by the
television.
:KLOHLQRXUFRPSRXQG,DPFRQVWDQWO\
reminded about our relative privilege
FRPSDUHGWRRWKHUUHVLGHQWVRI.D]R:H

ZDWFKWHOHYLVLRQZHKDYHDUHIULJHUDWRU
and we often have electricity. Every
HYHQLQJZHVHWRXUELJEHDXWLIXOWDEOHZLWK
DWDEOHFORWKDQGSODFHPDWVKDYHRXURZQ
ZDWHUDQGDWDSLQVLGHIURPZKLFKZHFDQ
EDWKHZLWKSULYDF\,KDYHP\RZQURRP
DELJEHGDQGWKHVDIHW\RIDQHQFORVHG
compound. No matter where in the world
,DP,NQRZWKDWWKHVHFLUFXPVWDQFHV
mean that I am lucky. I aspire to provide for
myself and my family all that Jajja is able
WRSURYLGHIRUWKHER\VDQGPHDQGKHU
children and other grandchildren before us.
Her success is substantial and it inspires
PH-DMMDҋVOLPLWOHVVZRUNHWKLFHYHQLQKHU
ROGDJHVHHPVJUHDWHUWKDQWKDWRIWKH
common role models I see in the U.S.
2QHQLJKWDVZHVLWLQWKHOLYLQJURRP,
ZLWKP\NQLWWLQJDQG-DMMDGHFRUDWLQJKHU
FDNHVZKLOHZDWFKLQJDVRDSRSHUDVKH
looks at me with a weary smile.
´-DMMD\RXORRNVRWLUHG:RQҋW\RXJRWR
VOHHS"2UDWOHDVWUHVWIRUDZKLOH"µ,DVN
´+DQQDK«/RRNDWDOORIWKHVHQLFHWKLQJV
ZHKDYH,FDQҋWUHVW,KDYHWRÀQLVK2U
HOVHZHZRQҋWKDYHDQ\WKLQJµ

UHIHUUHGWRXVLQJMama for mother and
TataIRUIDWKHU LVYHU\VZHHWDQGKDVJRRG
LQWHQWLRQVEXWEHFDXVHVKHLVXQHGXFDWHG
VKHLVXQDEOHWRJHWZRUNLQ.D]R,QVWHDG
she stays at home and cares for her eight
FKLOGUHQDOORIZKRVH&KULVWLDQQDPHV
EHJLQZLWKWKHOHWWHU´0µ 7KLVPDNHVPH
VPLOH 7KHOLWWOHPRQH\WKDWWKH\KDYH
FRPHVIURPKHUKXVEDQGWKHIDWKHURIDOO
HLJKWNLGVZKHQKHFRPHVDURXQG5RQDOG
tells me that he is not very present in their
OLYHVEXWKHDOVRKDVQXPHURXVRWKHU
ZLYHVDQGKDVVHYHQDGGLWLRQDOFKLOGUHQ
at our Education Centre alone. He claims
WRKDYHPDQ\RWKHUVZKRDUHQRW\HWRI
school age.
,WU\WRGLJHVWZKDW5RQDOGWHOOVPH
but the words don!t sit well. Studying
anthropology at Brandeis has prevented
me from being quick to judge polygamy
and other lifestyles that differ from my
RZQEXW,FDQҋWKHOSEXWIURZQXSRQWKLV
man!s numerous relationships and even
PRUHQXPHURXVFKLOGUHQPRVWRIZKRPKH
FDQQRWSURYLGHIRU)RUJHWVFKRROIHHV²
PRVWRIWKHWLPHKHGRHVQҋWVXSSO\0DPD
Margaret with enough money for food. As
DQRXWVLGHUWKRXJK,TXHVWLRQP\ULJKWWR
feel the way I do. But sitting to watch while

Margaret
,DUULYHDIHZPLQXWHVODWHWRVFKRROMXVW
in time for Monday morning assembly.
The children go through their routine of
VLQJLQJWKH8JDQGDQQDWLRQDODQWKHP
DQGWKHQWKH%XJDQGDDQWKHPKRQRULQJ
the tribe native to the Kampala area. Most
of our students at the Centre belong to
the Buganda tribe. I notice three new
faces: Margaret and her older brother and
VLVWHU0LFKDHODQG0LFKHOOH,OHDUQIURP
Ronald that the three were here last term
but are coming so late this term because
their mother has been unable to pay their
school fees. Ronald doesn!t have it in his
heart to turn them away.

No matter where in the

He tells me about their family. Mama
Margaret (this is how a child!s parent is

substantial and it inspires me.

world I am, I know that these
circumstances mean that I am
lucky. I aspire to provide for
myself and my family all that
Jajja is able to provide for the
boys and me, and her children
and other grandchildren
before us. Her success is
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The best part: UYWEFA was founded
by and is run by Ugandans within this
community.
The Education Centre also hosts children
ZKRDUHQRWDIIHFWHGE\+,9OLNH0DUJDUHW
7KLVLVSDUWRIDQDWWHPSWWRGHVWLJPDWL]H
WKHYLUXVZLWKLQWKH.D]RFRPPXQLW\7KH
Centre has made it so that it is impossible
to tell which kids are positive in that
group of 130 lined up in rows at morning
DVVHPEO\DOOZHDULQJWKHVDPHEULJKW
orange uniforms fashioned by a tailor down
the street.

children are looked at as trinkets on a shelf
WREUDJDERXWLQVWHDGRIKXPDQVWKDWQHHG
FDUHDQGDWWHQWLRQVWULNHVPH:HHNV
SDVVDQG0DUJDUHWWHDFKHVPHVRPXFK
in a very short amount of time about the
UHDOLW\RIPDQ\FKLOGUHQLQ.D]R,WPDNHV
PHVDGWRUHDOL]HWKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ
her reality and that of many privileged girls
KHUDJHMXVWEHFDXVHRIWKHFRQGLWLRQV
that she was born into. The fact that an
extensive education is almost impossible
IRUKHUWRREWDLQRWKHUWKDQWKHEHQHÀWV
VKHLVUHFHLYLQJIURP8<:()$PDNHVPH
think about lost potential. Especially when
,UHDOL]HWKHH[WHQWWRZKLFKPDQ\FKLOGUHQ
in the United States fail to appreciate the
EHQHÀWVWKDWWKH\UHFHLYH,WDOVRPDNHV
what Margaret does get from UYWEFA
mean so much more.
2QHPRUQLQJZKHQ5RQDOGLVFUHDWLQJ
VWXGHQWSURÀOHVLQWKHRIÀFHDW8<:()$
he asks me to bring Margaret from her
FODVV+HDVNVKHUQDPHZKHUHVKHOLYHV
and her favorite class. The questions have
been created to give potential donors a
background on each child. He reaches a
question that troubles me.
´:KDWZRXOG\RXOLNHWRGRLQWKHIXWXUH
0DUJDUHW"µ
´,ZRXOGOLNHWREHDGRFWRU0U5RQDOGµ
she answers.

5RQDOGKROGVH\HFRQWDFWZLWKPHDQG
we silently share the disappointing
sentiment that obtaining this goal is almost
impossible for Margaret.
Many students at UYWEFA face situations
VLPLODUWRWKLVRQH,QIDFWWKLVLVZKDW
inspired Ronald to start the Education
&HQWUHLQWKHÀUVWSODFH
Uganda Youth and Women!s Effort
)LJKWLQJ$,'6 8<:()$ ZDVIRXQGHG
LQDVDVPDOOJUDVVURRWVQRQSURÀW
DLPHGDWGHVWLJPDWL]LQJ+,9$,'6LQ.D]R
and in the greater Nasana Town Council
DUHJLRQDOJURXSRI1*2V ,WEHJDQZLWK
+,9SRVLWLYHZRPHQLQWKHFRPPXQLW\
reaching out to local schools and giving
WDONVDERXWOLYLQJZLWK+,97KHQLQ
it turned into a small nursery school for
orphans and vulnerable children affected
by HIV. After a large fundraising and
expansion project in 2011 UYWEFA raised
enough money to expand the Centre to
include two of the three Nursery levels
offered in Uganda (Baby Class and Top
&ODVVRPLWWLQJ0LGGOH&ODVV DVZHOODV
3ULPDU\/HYHOV2QH7ZRDQG7KUHH,WLV
the aim of the Centre to expand one level
HYHU\\HDUXQWLOLWRIIHUVXSWRWKHKLJKHVW
3ULPDU\OHYHO/HYHO6HYHQ8<:()$
KDVGHYHORSHGWRRIIHULWVVWXGHQWVQRZ
QXPEHULQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVWKDWWKHLU
families could never have imagined before.
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$PRQJWKHGR]HQVRIVPLOLQJIDFHVLQ
those bright orange uniforms the one that
brightens my days the most is Margaret.
6KHLVRQHRIRXU\RXQJHVWVWXGHQWVDQG
is in Top Class (the second level of nursery
DW8<:()$ ZLWK7HDFKHU&DWKHULQH
despite the fact that her petite four year
old self doesn!t look a day older that two.
Her short legs move more slowly than the
RWKHUVWXGHQWVҋEXW0LFKDHODQG0LFKHOOH
are patient with her and never leave her
behind while walking to and from school.
$OOWKUHHVLEOLQJVDUHVK\EXWGHVSLWHKHU
LQLWLDOKHVLWDWLRQ0DUJDUHWDQG,EHFRPH
great friends. I so look forward to her little
URXQGIDFHDQGHQRUPRXVFRQWDJLRXV
VPLOHSHHNLQJDURXQGWKHRIÀFHGRRUWR
FKHFNLI,DPWKHUHZDLWLQJIRUKHU
This happens almost every morning at
SUHFLVHO\ZKHQWKHVWXGHQWVKDYH
break time for a mere 30 minutes of their
QLQHKRXUVFKRROGD\6KHZDGGOHVRYHU
WRPHZKHUH,ҋPVTXHH]HGDWWKHRIÀFHҋV
only desk beside the only other American
LQ.D]R$OOLH7KHUHLVDSODWHIXOORI
sombusa and mandaziVZHHWOLWWOHEDOOV
RIIULHGGRXJKWKDW$OOLHDQG,VKDUHIURP
the woman who sells snacks at a canteen
outside the school. Margaret beams at me.
´*RRGPRUQLQJ0DUJDUHWµ,VD\

´*RRGPRUQLQJ7HDFKHU+DQQDK+RZ
DUH\RX"µVKHUHVSRQGVLQKHUPRQRWRQH
voice.
´,ҋPÀQH+RZDUH\RX0DUJDUHW"
´,ҋPÀQHµVKHVD\VFRQWLQXLQJLQKHU
PRQRWRQH7KLVLVWKHQRUPXQWLO,FDQJHW
her giggling.
´+RZLVPRP"µ
´0RPLVDOULJKWµ
´+RZLV%DE\0DGG\"µ
´%DE\0DGG\LVDOULJKWµ

problem than it has been in the past at the
Centre. It is hard for me to come to terms
ZLWKWKLVEXWHYHQKDUGHUWRFRPHWRWHUPV
with the fact that Margaret did not feel
comfortable leaving her classroom during a
scheduled break time because of it.
,QWKLVVLWXDWLRQ0DUJDUHWZDVEULQJLQJ
WKHODUJHUSUREOHPWROLJKW'D\E\GD\
more and more students were coming
to me during my break periods in tears.
,WEHJDQVHYHUDOZHHNVEHIRUHZKHQ,
walked outside to use the latrine only to
ÀQG7HDFKHU)DWLPDVODSSLQJD3ULPDU\
VWXGHQW1DPXNDVDDFURVVWKHEDFNRI
the head for washing her hands with dirty
ZDWHU'D\VODWHUDJLUOLQ3ULPDU\FDPH
out crying hysterically because Teacher
Rose slapped her.

“Jangu²FRPHRYHUµ,VD\
She comes over and pushes herself up
RQWRP\ODSDQGVKHÀQDOO\JLJJOHVWUXO\
at ease. I tickle her a little bit and she
EXUVWVLQWRXQFRQWUROODEOHODXJKWHUDQGVKH
sticks her tongue out of her mouth ever
VRVOLJKWO\DQGVWLOOFDQQRWVWRSODXJKLQJ
:KHQVKHÀQDOO\VORZVGRZQVKHMXVW
VPLOHVXSDWPHDQGZHFKDW KRZHYHU
OLPLWHGRXUFRQYHUVDWLRQVPD\EH IRUWKH
remaining few minutes of break time.
This is how our mornings go for about the
ÀUVWKDOIRIP\VWD\LQ.D]R%XWRQH-XO\
PRUQLQJP\ÀUVWGD\EDFNDWVFKRRODIWHU
,KDYHUHWXUQHGIURPDZHHNLQ=DQ]LEDU
GXULQJPLGWHUPZHHN0DUJDUHWGRHVQRW
FRPHWRVLWZLWKPHLQWKHRIÀFH
I see Michelle scurrying outside to the
FRRNSHUKDSVWRJHWVRPHSRUULGJHDQG
ask her where Margaret is.
´7HDFKHU+DQQDK0DUJDUHWLVDIUDLGWR
come outside. Teacher Catherine will beat
KHULIVKHSOD\VZLWK\RXGXULQJEUHDNµ
I am shocked at the words coming out of
Michelle!s mouth. I am becoming aware
WKDWODWHO\EHDWLQJLVHYROYLQJLQWRDGHHSHU

Again and again I heard the same stories
from students. Again this dilemma came
up about whether or not I had the right to
judge.
7ZRWHDFKHUVKRZHYHUZHUHRIWHQOHIW
out of these stories. It was they I admired
most. Not only because of the fact that
WKHLUQDPHVZHUHQHYHUEURXJKWXSLQIHDU
but also because of their ease and grace
ZLWKWKHVWXGHQWVWKHLUHYHQWHPSHUVDQG
their ability to educate them academically
and socially. These last two teachers were
Catherine and Hope. So I was shocked
that Catherine was beginning to beat her
VWXGHQWVWRR
$V,WKLQNDERXWP\VKRFN,UHDOL]HWKDW
it wasn!t necessarily because of my
:HVWHUQSHUVSHFWLYHQRUQHFHVVDULO\P\
OLEHUDOYLHZRQFKLOGUHDULQJ5DWKHULW
was the standards that the teachers at
the Education Centre were expected to
uphold.

ERDUGÀQGRXWDERXWWKHSUREOHPVLQWKH
classrooms. Funding from previous intern
QHWZRUNVFRXOGEHUHYRNHGDQGDOOWKDWZH
were working for at the Centre could be
MHRSDUGL]HG
All of this is running through my mind as
,VLWLQWKHRIÀFHZLWKRXW0DUJDUHW,JHW
up and begin to play with the rest of the
SULPDU\FODVVHVZKRDUHUXQQLQJDURXQG
outside.
$QGWKHQ,VHHOHVVDQGOHVVRI0DUJDUHW
DWVFKRROVR,WU\WRZDONKRPHZLWKKHU
0LFKDHODQG0LFKHOOHRQFHLQDZKLOH
DORQJZLWKWKHLUQH[WGRRUQHLJKERUV'DLV\
5RODQGDQG'HERUDK:HPDNHTXLWHD
ZRQGHUIXOJURXSZDONLQJKRPHWKURXJK
/XJREDEDFNWKURXJK.D]R&HQWUDOWR
WKHLUKRPH,QWKHLUFRPSRXQGZHÀQG
Mama Margaret sitting over the charcoal
VWRYHFRRNLQJ%DE\0D\WKH\RXQJHVW
is tied to her mother!s back with a sheet
RIIDEULF%DE\0DGG\WKHJLUOLQEHWZHHQ
0D\DQG0DUJDUHWUXQVXSWRPHDQG
LVHDJHUWRWRXFKP\IDFHP\KDLU7KH
ZRUGVWKDWZHH[FKDQJHDUHVSDUVH
but the warmth within that compound is
endless. Michelle and Michael look at
PHZLWKZRQGHUIURPEHKLQGDFXUWDLQ
surprised that their mzungu²ZKLWH²
teacher has come to their home. This has
never happened before. Margaret remains
DWP\VLGHDQGZKLOH,FDQҋWKHOSEXWIHHO
DVHQVHRIEHORQJLQJ,DOVRFDQҋWKHOS
picturing her living within this compound

But one July morning, my first
day back at school after I
have returned from a week in

The teachers at UYWEFA Education
Centre were breaking their own rules.
The rules that UYWEFA had created. By
8JDQGDQVIRU8JDQGDQV7KHLUFRQWUDFWV
ZRXOGEHFRQWHVWHGVKRXOGWKHUHVWRIWKH

Zanzibar during midterm week,
Margaret does not come to sit
with me in the office.
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until the day that she grows old enough to
get married and start having children of her
own.

Margaret, Michael and Michelle
are just like any children
that I see running down the
streets of my neighborhood
in Connecticut, and it doesn’t
seem fair that while they long
to be able to afford
a good education,
most children that I know
at home would jump at the
chance of a day off
from school.

%HFDXVHRIWKHÀQDQFLDOUHVWUDLQWVRQ
Margaret!s family it is not likely that all of
KHUVLEOLQJVZLOOFRPSOHWHSULPDU\VFKRRO
let alone secondary school or university.
I recall when Margaret told me that her
dream was to become a doctor. That
bittersweet moment brought me pride
in her ability to hold high aspirations for
herself. It also brought me anger that she
was born into a life that would not allow
KHUWRIXOÀOOKHUGUHDPV,WEURXJKWPH
IUXVWUDWLRQLWEURXJKWPHVDGQHVVEXW
LWEURXJKWPHKRSH0RVWRIDOOLWJDYH
me the blessing of never letting go of the
opportunities that I hold in the palms of
P\KDQGVDQGQHYHUWDNLQJIRUJUDQWHG
the blessings I have been given. While I
do not believe that it is my fault for having
WKRVHEOHVVLQJVQRUIHHOLWP\SXUSRVH
to treat those less fortunate as charity
FDVHVLWLVP\MREWRDSSUHFLDWHZKDW,
KDYHDQGOHYHOWKHSOD\LQJÀHOGRQDODUJHU
VFDOHHYHQLILWLVMXVWDOLWWOHELWOLNHKHUH
LQ.D]R0DUJDUHW0LFKDHODQG0LFKHOOH
are just like any children that I see running
down the streets of my neighborhood in
&RQQHFWLFXWDQGLWGRHVQҋWVHHPIDLUWKDW
while they long to be able to afford a good
HGXFDWLRQPRVWFKLOGUHQWKDW,NQRZDW
home would jump at the chance of a day
off from school.

Teacher Fatima
2QRQO\P\VHFRQGRUWKLUGGD\LQ.D]R
Allie has scheduled a teacher meeting at
UYWEFA. I arrive at the Centre an hour
HDUO\ZKLFKLVYHU\QDLYHRQP\SDUW
7KHRWKHUWHDFKHUVZLWKWKHH[FHSWLRQ
RIRQHWULFNOHLQPD\EHDQKRXUDIWHUWKH
scheduled meeting time.
The exception does not come into the
RIÀFHWRWDONRUWRLQWURGXFHKHUVHOI
5DWKHUVKHVWDQGVRXWVLGHDURXQGWKH

56 | Parallel Paths: Journeys, Explorations and Reflections

FRUQHURIWKHVFKRRODORQHDQGVLOHQW6KH
LVZHDULQJDOLJKWSLQNEORXVHDQGVNLUW
ZKLFKFRPSOHPHQWKHUPHGLXPWRQHEURZQ
skin and pulled back hair. She looks so
SURIHVVLRQDOHVSHFLDOO\QH[WWRPHLQP\
ÁRZLQJFRORUIXOFORWKLQJLQWHQGHGWRNHHS
me covered but cool under the boiling
summer sun.
,LQWHQGWREHFRPHFORVHZLWKKHU,WKLQN
she is the perfect friend for me. From the
ZD\WKDWVKHNHHSVWRKHUVHOILWVHHPVOLNH
VKHLVQHZVR,KRSHWKDWLIZHEHFRPH
IULHQGVZHZLOOKDYHHDFKRWKHUWRWDONZLWK
DWEUHDNWLPHVDQGWRHDWOXQFKZLWK%XW
IRUVRPHUHDVRQ,DPWRRVK\WRLQWURGXFH
myself.
7KHRWKHUWHDFKHUVHYHQWXDOO\DUULYHDQG
DVHDFKZRPDQFRPHVLQVKHVHHPV
more unenthused than the last. With the
H[FHSWLRQRIRXUKHDGWHDFKHU+RSH
everyone seems a bit disappointed that her
holiday break was cut short for a meeting
she does not want to attend.
$VWKHPHHWLQJEHJLQVLWLVREYLRXVWKDW
my instinct about the teacher in pink was
FRUUHFW6KHLVDOVRQHZDQGLVDOVRWRRVK\
to introduce herself to anybody. She sits
LQWKHFRUQHUZLWKKHUVRQ$UQROGZKRLV
almost two years old. Ronald introduces her
as Fatima. Allie walks in holding a big tray
of food that her host mother has cooked
for us: curried potatoes and tomatoes
with several slices of avocado each. She
distributes one to each teacher. When this
QHZWHDFKHUUHFHLYHVKHUVVKHGLYLGHVLWLQ
WZRJLYLQJ$UQROGDOPRVWDVPXFKDVVKH
takes for herself.
Throughout our several planning days
as a group she remains quiet and keeps
WRKHUVHOI,LGHQWLI\ZLWKKHUEHFDXVH
while I am attempting to put myself out
WKHUHLQP\ÀUVWIHZGD\VDQGZKLOH,IHHO
YHU\FRQQHFWHGWRP\VWXGHQWVDOUHDG\
I feel detached from the other teachers.
While she is Ugandan like most of the

RWKHUWHDFKHUVLWLVFOHDUWKDWVKHLVDOVR
a bit detached from them. I hope that the
outsider status I share with Fatima will
bring us together.
2QHGD\GXULQJWKDWÀUVWZHHN)DWLPD
wears a beautiful matching shirt and skirt
made out of African wax print. Its vivid red
KXHZLWK\HOORZJUHHQDQGZKLWHDFFHQWV
draws my eye. I ask her if she had it made.
6KHVD\V\HVDQGRIIHUVWREULQJPHWR
the tailor who made it for her. I excitedly
DFFHSWHDJHUWRJR/LWWOHGR,NQRZLWZLOO
take us almost two months to actually
make it there.
7KLVVHUYHVDVDFRQYHUVDWLRQVWDUWHU
´:KHQDUHZHJRLQJWRWKHWDLORU"µ,DVN
day after day.
6RPHGD\VVKHVD\V´7KLVZHHNHQGµ
RU´,ҋPEXV\KRZDERXWQH[WZHHN"µ:H
FRQWLQXHWRPDNHWHQWDWLYHSODQVEXWQHYHU
set a day in stone.

´'R\RXHDWSRVKRLQWKH86"µVKHDVNV
me.
´1Rµ,ODXJKDJDLQ´WKH\KDYHLWWKHUHEXW
it!s called something else. Most people
GRQҋWHDWLWµ
´:KDWGR\RXHDW"µ
´/RWVRIWKLQJVµ,SDXVHXQDEOHWRLGHQWLI\
DVWDSOHIRRGLQWKH86´:HHDWULFHOLNH
KHUHDQGDOVRSDVWDDQGDORWRIPHDW%XW
PRVWRIRXUIRRGLVPXFKGLIIHUHQWµ
´:KDWLV\RXUIDPLO\OLNH"µVKHDVNV
,SDXVH)DPLO\VWUXFWXUHDQGIDPLO\OLIHLV
PXFKGLIIHUHQWDWKRPHWKDQLQ.D]R
´,KDYHDOLWWOHEURWKHUQDPHG-HURPHµ,
WHOOKHU´KHLV\HDUVROGµ

´:KHQDUHZHJRLQJWRWKHWDLORU"µ,DVN

´1R6RPHSHRSOHGREXWPRVWGRQҋWµ

“Let!s go this weekend. On Friday after the
WHDFKHUҋVPHHWLQJµ6KHDQVZHUV

Then Fatima smiles. “I want to use family
planning like your mother did. Maybe I will
KDYHDQRWKHUEDE\EXWQRWIRU\HDUVµ

´3RVKRµVKHDQVZHUV
´(YHQWKRXJKZHKDYHLWHYHU\GD\"µ
´<HVµVKHVD\V´LWҋVVRJRRG$QGLWÀOOV
PHXSµ
,ODXJKLQVXUSULVH3RVKRLVDVWDSOHIRRG
LQ8JDQGDEXWLWLVDYHU\EODQGWKLFN
cornmeal mixture.

whiteness, follows me
everywhere I go. Walking down

“Does everyone space out their children
OLNH\RXUPRPGLG"µ

´:KDWLV\RXUIDYRULWHIRRG"µ,DVNKHU

7KHIROORZLQJZHHNHQGZHÀQDOO\JRWR
the tailor. After our teacher!s meeting
HQGVDWÀYHRҋFORFN)DWLPDLVZDLWLQJIRU
PHRXWVLGHVFKRROZLWKDQRWKHUWHDFKHU
5RVHZKRP)DWLPDKDVEHHQVSHQGLQJ
more and more time with lately. The three
of us begin walking behind the school and
through the neighboring compounds on our
ZD\WR.D]R&HQWUDORXUWRZQFHQWHU7KH\
ODXJKDWPHEHFDXVHRIWKHFUD]\QXPEHU
of students and other neighborhood
FKLOGUHQVNLSSLQJEHKLQGPHVD\LQJ
´7HDFKHU+DQQDK7HDFKHU+DQQDKµ,

My mzungu identity, my

)DWLPDWKHQSDXVHVDQGWDNHVDPLQXWHWR
really look at me.

2QHGD\,VLWGRZQZLWKKHUDVWKHVFKRRO
prefects are serving lunch.

She comes and sits next to me on the
FRQFUHWHVWHSRXWVLGHRIWKH&HQWUH
RYHUORRNLQJWKHNLWFKHQDUHDDVHPL
SHUPDQHQWVWUXFWXUHLQWKH\DUG

7KHSUHIHFWVEULQJRYHURXUOXQFKDQG
)DWLPDDQG,SDUWVKHJRLQJWRKHU
FODVVURRPDQGPHJRLQJWRWKHRIÀFH
each of us taking our bowls with us to our
separate spaces.

the streets, playing at the

kisawe, and buying food at

I am hesitant to tell her that my parents
GLYRUFHGDQGP\PRWKHUUHPDUULHGZKLFK
is why my brother and I are so far apart in
age. That is not how life is in Uganda. Most
people don!t divorce. Most people have
VHYHUDOFKLOGUHQLQDVKRUWWLPHSHULRGRU
even many over a long time period. While
,DPQRWVXUHKRZPXFKWUXWKWKLVKROGV
my supervisors at UYWEFA often account
for the many large families that we sponsor
by explaining that since life expectancy
is lower than it is in the United States it
PDNHVPRUHVHQVHWRKDYHPRUHFKLOGUHQ
even if the economic resources to care for
those children aren!t available.

the market. It doesn’t wear off,
despite my long stay in Kazo.

DSSHDVHWKHPEXWWU\WREHLQFRQVSLFXRXV
so that I don!t seem out of place with the
RWKHUWZRWHDFKHUV'HVSLWHWKLV5RVHDQG
Fatima laugh and begin teasing me.
7KLVZDVQҋWRXWRIWKHQRUPKRZHYHU²
Rose and Fatima tease me for almost
HYHU\WKLQJEHFDXVHZDWFKLQJDmzungu
OLYHDOLIHVLPLODUWRWKH8JDQGDQVLQ.D]R
is always a laughing matter to them.
,QLWLDOO\,DPYHU\ERWKHUHGE\WKLV0\
mzunguLGHQWLW\P\ZKLWHQHVVIROORZV
me everywhere I go. Walking down the
VWUHHWVSOD\LQJDWWKHkisaweDQGEX\LQJ
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IRRGDWWKHPDUNHW,WGRHVQҋWZHDURII
GHVSLWHP\ORQJVWD\LQ.D]R)RUPRVW
8JDQGDQVLQ.D]RP\ZKLWHQHVVLVQRW
RQO\ZKDWVHWVPHDSDUWIURPWKHPEXW
it is the entirety of my identity. Coming to
terms with the inability to control my own
LGHQWLW\LVGLIÀFXOWIRUPH,WHQGWREUHDWKH
a sigh of relief whenever I!m at home at
WKHFRPSRXQGRUDWWKH(GXFDWLRQ&HQWUH
where I am far away from numerous
children chasing me saying “Mzungu!
Mzungu!” and instead they say “Teacher
+DQQDK7HDFKHU+DQQDKµWKURXJKWKHLU
smiles. I have even gotten to the point
ZKHUHRQHODUJHJURXSRIFKLOGUHQIDU
IURPWKH&HQWUHNQRZP\QDPHDQGFDOO
me Hannah instead of mzungu. Rose and
Fatima actually seem impressed with this
small lesson I!ve taught the children.
:HUHDFK.D]R&HQWUDODQGSDUWZD\V
with Rose. By this time the children have
JRQHKRPHEHFDXVHPRVWRIWKHPDUH
not allowed to venture that far out of their
neighborhood. Fatima tells me we have to
VWRSDWKHUKRXVHÀUVWWRJHW$UQROG
:HWXUQGRZQDSDWKRIIWKHPDLQURDG
DQGHQGXSLQDELJRSHQDUHDZLWKVRPH
FRZVJUD]LQJ7RP\OHIWLVWKHRULJLQDO
8<:()$EXLOGLQJIURPZKHQLWZDVMXVWD
small counseling center. I see the original
SDLQWKDVIDGHGEXWKDQGSULQWVRIDOORI
the employees still remain next to the front
door of the building. I!ve never been here
EHIRUHEXW,KDYHVHHQSKRWRV
´<RXOLYHKHUH"µ,DVN)DWLPD

the tailor. We pass the kisawa and head
WRWKHPDUNHW:DONLQJWKURXJK)DWLPD
VSRWVRQHRIRXUVWXGHQWҋVMDMMDV-DMMD
7UDF\)DWLPDNQHHOVEHIRUHKHUJLYLQJKHU
an appropriate Luganda greeting. I have
QHYHUPHW-DMMD7UDF\EHIRUHVR,ZDQGHU
WKHIUXLWVDQGYHJHWDEOHVZLWK$UQROG
waiting. Fatima returns and tells me whom
VKHZDVJUHHWLQJDQG,LPPHGLDWHO\IHHO
bad for not joining her. I want to be able
WRVKRZP\UHVSHFWMXVWDVVKHKDV
1HYHUWKHOHVVZHFRQWLQXHDQGHYHQWXDOO\
make it to the tailor. I choose my favorite
IDEULFDQGVW\OHZLWK)DWLPDҋVKHOSRI
course. I am content. I feel as though I
have made friends with another teacher.
While I did have a friendly working
UHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKHRWKHUWHDFKHUVWKHUH
was always something separating us
IURPHDFKRWKHU,GLGQRWUHDOL]HZKDWLW
was until the last teacher meeting that I
ZDVDSDUWRIMXVWWKUHHGD\VEHIRUHP\
scheduled departure from UYWEFA.
'XULQJWKHPHHWLQJ5RQDOGXQH[SHFWHGO\
broke into a rant about what a tragedy it
was that I was leaving. He expressed that
PDQ\VWXGHQWVLIQRWHDFKVWXGHQWZRXOG
cry over my departure. I was overwhelmed.
He delved deeper and said that if any
other teacher were to leave that day
ZLWKRXWVD\LQJJRRGE\HQRVWXGHQWZRXOG
cry. No student would even blink an eye.
But my leaving would break their hearts. I
wasn!t sure if it was I or they who felt more
resentful about thir constantly being put
GRZQE\5RQDOGZKLOH,ZDVRIWHQSODFHG
up on a pedestal.

´<HVµVKHVPLOHV´WKHROG8<:()$µ
I can!t help but smile as well at this
coincidence. The old building has
WUDQVIRUPHGIURPDKRPHWR8<:()$ҋV
RIÀFHDQGEDFNWRDKRPHTXLWHQLFHO\
As I examine the handprints and identify
WKHPDVEHORQJLQJWRP\IULHQGVVKH
JRHVLQVLGHEULQJVRXWDYHU\DJJUDYDWHG
$UQROGDQGOHDGVWKHZD\DVZHKHDGWR

As much as I valued each of the teachers
DW8<:()$,NQHZ5RQDOGZDVVSHDNLQJ
the truth about the children!s feelings. Of
FRXUVH,ZDVÁDWWHUHGE\WKHDGRUDWLRQRI
WKHVWXGHQWVEXW,ZDVDOVRHPEDUUDVVHG
I wasn!t sure if the annoyed looks on the
other teachers! faces were due to what
5RQDOGZDVVD\LQJRULIWKH\ZHUHMXVW
exasperated that the meeting had gone
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RYHUWLPH1HYHUWKHOHVV,TXHVWLRQHG
myself. I never considered myself better
WKDQDQ\RIWKHP:KDWTXDOLÀFDWLRQVGLG,
have that made others see me as so much
more desirable as a teacher than the six
other trained professionals at the Centre?
I wanted to say that the difference was my
SDVVLRQP\FKDULVPDP\XUJHWRVSHQG
every possible moment encouraging and
supporting my students. While this may
KDYHEHHQSDUWRI5RQDOGҋVUHDVRQLQJ,
knew deep down that it wasn!t the driving
IRUFH,QWUXWK,DVVXPHG5RQDOGWKRXJKW
that I was a better teacher for the Centre
because I was appealing: because I was
a loving American. I helped to give the
Centre a good image. Because I spoke
(QJOLVKZRUHSUHWW\FORWKHVWRRNSKRWRV
RIWKHFKLOGUHQDQGWDXJKWWKHPKRZ
WRVLQJ$PHULFDQVRQJV7KHWHDFKHUV
ZKRP,FRQVLGHUHGP\FROOHDJXHVDQG
DWWLPHVP\IULHQGVVDZPHLQWKHOLJKW
WKDW,UHDOO\GHVHUYHG²QRWQHFHVVDULO\D
EDGOLJKWMXVWDWUXWKIXOOLJKW7KH\NQHZ
that while my education may have been
PRUHH[WHQVLYHWKDQWKHLUVWKH\ZHUH
better trained for the circumstances in
which we were working. They were more
DFFXVWRPHGWRWKHV\VWHPDQGZHUHPRUH
TXDOLÀHGIRULW
While this gap may have been created
E\P\EHLQJ$PHULFDQLWGLGQRWVWRS
me from attempting to break it down and
become closer with my fellow teachers.
This is why developing a relationship with
Fatima was so important to me. As many
times as I tried to strike up a conversation
DQGFRQQHFWZLWKWKHPRXUGLIIHUHQFHV
FRQWLQXHGWRHPHUJHZKLFKLVZK\
XOWLPDWHO\DWWHPSWLQJWRIRUJHDVXEVWDQWLDO
relationship with Fatima did not make
much of a difference in relation to my place
at the Centre and my standing amongst
the other teachers.
As much as I tried to befriend these
FRZRUNHUVWRJDLQWKHLUUHVSHFWLWGLGQRW

stop Fatima from laughing every time I
completed a typical task for a Buganda
ZRPDQZDVKLQJWKHGLVKHVDIWHUOXQFK
XVLQJWKHODWULQHRUVZHHSLQJRXU\DUG,W
did not stop Rose from giving me sullen
glances when her friends visited the Centre
and stopped to talk with me as well. All the
RWKHUVDW8<:()$DQGLQ.D]RVHHPHG
to welcome me in. But while I was invited
RXWDQGWDNHQWRWKHPDUNHWE\P\IHOORZ
WHDFKHUV,ZDVVWLOODQRXWVLGHUWRWKHP
(YHQDIWHUZHHNVVLWWLQJDPRQJWKHP
VTXHH]HGLQWRWLQ\VWXGHQWVL]HGGHVNV
DWRXUPHHWLQJUHVWOHVVDIWHUDORQJZHHN
RIWHDFKLQJ,ZDVGLIIHUHQW7KLVZDVQRW
something that I wanted. But it was not
something that I could change.

Evenings in Kazo
Three days per week I stay after hours
DWWKH&HQWUHKHOSLQJPDNHFDQGOHV
ZLWK+,9SRVLWLYHZRPHQLQYROYHGLQ
UYWEFA!s candlemaking program
intended for women!s empowerment within
the community. I help break up blocks of
ZD[DIWHUZKLFKZHFDQPHOWLWGRZQG\H
LWSRXULWLQWRPROGVOHWWKHFDQGOHVFRRO
and package them. I mostly help with
WKHSDFNDJLQJ,FXWRXWVKHHWVRISODVWLF
and melt the edges together around the
FDQGOHVZLWKD8<:()$ODEHOLQVLGH
sealing them to be sold to families all
DURXQG.D]R
2WKHUGD\VWKHER\V DQGRQHJLUO LQYROYHG
with the youth empowerment program at
8<:()$FRPHDQG,VHUYHDVD'-ZKLOH
they practice their breakdancing for local
performances and competitions.
And every afternoon I play with my best
IULHQGDJLUOQDPHG1DPXNDVDZKRKDV
come to call me her sister. She not only
OLYHVQH[WGRRUWRWKH&HQWUHEXWLVWKHVWDU
VWXGHQWRIP\3ULPDU\FODVV$IWHUVFKRRO
VKHTXLFNO\UXQVKRPHFKDQJHVRXWRIKHU
XQLIRUPDQGLQWRRQHRIKHURXWÀWV PRVW

RIWHQDOLJKWSXUSOHQLJKWJRZQFRYHUHGLQ
EODFNFDWFDUWRRQV DQGZHSOD\XQWLOGDUN
6RPHGD\V6KHULDQG6KDQLWWDKDVZHOO
as others come. Other days she tells me
VWRULHVWRXFKHVP\KDLUDQGSUHWHQGVWR
place it on top of her head (she is required
WRVKDYHKHUKHDGIRUVFKRRO DQGWHDFKHV
me words in Luganda: ndi musanyufu (I!m
KDSS\ ndi munyiivu ,ҋPVDG sekoka
WXUNH\EHFDXVHRIWKHWXUNH\WKDWKHU
QHLJKERUNHHSVRXWVLGH DQGmusomesa
WHDFKHU ,KDYHSDJHVDQGSDJHVRI
her handwritten words in the back of my
journal. When it is time for me to go home
she walks through the back paths of
/XJREDZLWKPHWKURXJKFRPSRXQGVDQG
ZLQGLQJGLUWURDGVWRDVPDOOWUHHDWWKH
HGJHRIDSURSHUW\ULJKWQH[WWRDFKDUFRDO
VWDQGWKHPDUNHURIZKDWLV.D]R&HQWUDO
,WLVKHUHWKDWZHSDUWIRULWLVWKHIDUWKHVW
that Namukasa is allowed to go.

´,WZDVDORQJGD\+DQQDKµVKHVLJKV
,SXWP\EDJGRZQLQP\URRPDQGWKHQ
run out to use the latrine before it gets
WRRGDUNZKHUH%ODFN3ROLFHDQGWKH
nameless puppy greet me. After coming
EDFNLQVLGH,JRLQWRP\URRPFKDQJH
EDFNLQWRP\ORQJGUHVVIURPWKDWPRUQLQJ
and sit with Jajja at the dining room table. I
SXOORXWP\EODFNERRNDQGEHJLQZULWLQJ
*

*

*

“It!s as if I!m dreaming. What is my
reality, anyway? I wrote earlier that
a hard aspect of being in Kazo was
realizing that for my friends and loved
ones there, that is their reality. [Mine is
so different.] But, it doesn!t have to be
that way. Everything is a choice. [Their
reality can change, and so can mine.]”
– Journal Entry, August 6, 2013
ɑ

“Sula bulungi+DQQDKµVKHFDOOVDIWHUPH
“Sula bulungi1DPXNDVD²JRRGQLJKWµ,
call back.
%\WKHWLPH,PDNHLWKRPHLWLVGDUNDQG
Jajja comments that I shouldn!t be passing
WKURXJK.D]R&HQWUDODWQLJKW%XW,NQRZ
enough people along the way that I feel
VDIH$WWLPHVIULHQGVIURP8<:()$
even walk me all the way home to my
compound.
,FRPHLQWRWKHKRXVHH[KDXVWHGIURP
DORQJGD\DWVFKRROWRÀQG-DMMDIURVWLQJ
some of the miniature cakes she is
PDNLQJ6KHKDVEHHQVDYLQJDQGWKLV
week she bought a small oven with a
stovetop for inside the house. I have never
seen one before in Uganda. But it is almost
identical to the one that my American host
family had when I lived in South Africa for
DVHPHVWHUDOPRVWWZR\HDUVHDUOLHU6LQFH
she has bought the oven she has been
EDNLQJDQGEDNLQJ²DOPRVWHYHU\QLJKW²
PDNLQJGR]HQVDQGGR]HQVRIFDNHV
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