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T he years IRRI - J882 were Irying days fm the Jews of RUl'sia owing 
to th e horrors whil:h broke {luI aga in\1 them in the sout hem distrj(·t.~ . 

Many of nul' brethren in Rus~ia left al Ihat lime for Ameril:a. 
In Southern Russi a. group. of enlig.htened Jews. produc"l!\ of the new 
generallon. organized In go and sellie in Amcril:a as farm ers. In th e 
"pring of I RR2 such a movement or group organl1<l lion als hega n among 
Ihe enlighlened Jewish youth of il na. When this news reached me I 
joined up. According III the regulations of my group ever; member wa .~ 

ohligated to prepare seventy ruh les for travel el\pen'\e.~ . My relal ive 
havmg no opposilion to m~ desire to travel 10 America . she agreed to 
give me the money Oul of the legary lefl hy my fa ther. of hie. sed memory. 
over which she had 'onlm!. 

Farming w~s the idea l of intellectual Russian Jews in those days. hUI 
a. 10 the means of carrying ou t this aim thev were di vided into two 
factions: one demanded thaI the immigratIon he to Palestine to ~e ltle 

the Land or IsraeL the other insisted that the immigr' lion he to Ameril:3 . 
80th sides loved their people dearly: they disa greed only 'over the site 
to he l'hosen . Each group was known b_ tile name of Ihe country which 
it chose: " Palestineans" and "Ameri<:ans". I"he semnd group was larger 
than the fi l. All immigranl'i who le n RUSSlll with the ohject of laking 
up fanning needed suppor1. rhe "Palestincll n:.;" were helped I\y rich 

Alexander Harkan- (/8fd-J939), the first Kreat Yiddish lexico~rapher 
in A mf'rica. i.t todor hesr knownfor hi.t pioneninJ, Yiddish-Enghsh-H ehrew 
Ih.:tionary (1925. rev. /9JH). bllt eor/r EaSI Lumpean immif:ranls knt'w 
him {or hi imml~rant ·aid hooks: l'o/ume.1 .... ·hich helped Yiddish -spea/.. ill!!. 
newcomer.s leorn to speak. read and cnrre.tprmd in EnJ!.li.fh. and Mlfer 
understond (heir newlr odol'{l'd land. /Jark(lIT tauf!.hl, lectured. edited 
.ff'veral nel1 ·sfllpers. and tatlfe I'o /uminou.s fl· in ./71'(> /anKuaf!.e.~ (Yiddi.th. 
Hl'hrew. Ru.uiun. German. t:"Kflsh). In hIS Jll'hrew autohioKraphr (1Y35). 
Prakim Mechayai (('harters bom My I.ire,. mnst o{ which ...... 0.' first 
puhlished In Ihe Hehrrv, ' /ournof Haleum (1'103). hI' dcscrihed hi.v childhood 
in BreJoru.fS/ll. his lour ~'ear.t in J ·1Ino. a"d hi.rfirsl frI'in~ dat'x on American 
soil. I " appear.~ here Irans/med lind annotaled hI Dr. Jonathan D. Sarna. 
of {he Hehr(,w Union C(llle~p /andll' in Cindnnati. 
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Jews In R ussia: the " America ns"' relIed upon the Hehrc:"" I-. ml ~ra n t A u.i 
Sex·iet\, . the orga n l7atinn the n e .~ t <lhlI s h e tl l n Ne\\. 'r ork til <l SS I\ t refugee.,' 

rhe group which I JO ined com lsled of tWc:'nt~ mtt'llel'lua l vo ung men . 
a mong th em former students In th e II pper gra des of the gymnasi!l who 
le li their ~t ud le" til devol e th emselve .. to working Ihe la nd. Not one 
of u~ knew Ihe nalu re o f thl.~ work . we merc h we re drea me rs. Hlert 
te) everY new n y . In Jrwish l"lrd e~ th e r n the n "" a~ "work the la nd" . . . 
We fn llowed in its wa ke W e Ima g. med to ourse lw , th at we would ea sdy 
he a hle to hecnme fll rmep;. e~pel'IH llv on Am t"rlcan ~o il wh Kh we 
presumed a (iuden 01 ' ·.den . 

Ou r gro up wa .~ fou nd ed in "ehru<ln' IHIl2. It, lirsl act was \0 , uggest 
10 a la rge r gmu p the Am Ola m a lreadv estahll, hf'd in K iev to 
ta ke us m unde r its fl ag ""e fp u nt! thl~ J(,<;l ra hle heca use the Kiev 
grour had alreadv excha nged lel1e r wllh the Hehrew ".m lgrant Aid 
So~: ie t y In New York ' a nd had reneved Its prom ise In he lp II al·h ieve 
lIs a ims nnl"e it a rrived in Ameri ca I he Kiev group w i ll i ng. l ~ recei ved 
nur su gge.~ tlon . and ou r Iwo grou p, merged . I he name Am O lil m 
de volved !lls() upon us.' '-he two grou ps then discussed where th ey would 
Join togelhe r. a nd d eCided to gal her In the port cit ) of Liverpool. Engla nd. 
from where a hoat would transpllr! all of us at once In o ur desi red 
des ti nation. Ri)th grou p:- ,elected leaders for the mselves. I he head of 
the Kiev group was Nll'hola~ Ale tn lto fr. ' !I unive rsity st udent (who la ter 
het:ame " lawyer to New York). Ou r grou p's leader was M . Kaspe 
IAhra ham Kasper 11 g;.-mnas la student (and no\\. a do{" tor in this l·ity . ) 
Memher~ of nu r gf(lU PS used to ga ther logelher fro m lime to l im e 

to co nsult with llOe annlher on how hest 10 p la n o ur dera rt ure O ne 
of the cnnd ltiom Which we agreed upon was to fund ou r e1tpe nses 
collectively . withou t giving any a dv a ntage to line perso n or a not her. 
Ou r last gathering W8 <; he ld at the end of Apri l (acl'llrding \0 the 
non-Jewish calenda r), ou tSide Vil na on a hi ll nea r Zhclezna ia K hatkaln 
['here we set the da ... for our departu re from Vil na The d ay we selected 
was one of the- fi rsl days to May After this meeting. I p repared myse lf 
for the jou rney : I sel aside d ot hes for myself. took leave of friends 
and rela tives scattered around the l"ltV . hundled up mv helongtngs whll'h 
were my hooks. a nd hegan to stud ... (he F-.nghsh language . 

rhe day SCI fm nur departure from Vti na arrIved . !l nd we we re ready 
to go.' AI len in the morning everv mem he r of o ur group wa s supposed 
to gather hy the railway When the momenl c<t me 10 sepa ra te from 
Vilna. love for mv native land well ed up Wll hln me . a nd I lamented 
to myself my d eciSion to~el o ul for America. Rll t everything was scI: 
th re wa ~ no (urnmg hack . Brokenhearted. I pa rt ed fro m my rela tives 
who own ed the press a nd from th e a udllors in the office of accoun ting. 
and I made my way to the rai lwav ""here mt"mhers of the grou p had 
ga thered . Ou r firs t destmatlon was a ... ma ll c ity in Li thuania near the 
Prussian horder We a rri ved there a ft er noon . a nd luhle-d in al a hotel 
ou tside the city rhere we found a Jt'w engaged to hnrder cf()s.\ing 
Ismugg li ng). We contra l'led with him (n cross us into Prussia at a p ri ce 
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nr Ih ret' ruhlt's a ht'ad '()wa rd t'venmg Iht' man hrnug h l a largt' wagon 
which loo k us ao; far !l~ the horder dii-trrrt I here wt' )?.(It ofl' th e wagon. 
and the m a n lef! us alone He went 11ft 10 hargam o n o u r heha lf wilh 
one nf 1he d, s1ril'(' res ide n!.' No Siloner dI d he k aye Ihan we hegiln 
10 fear for our live, We were te rTl fied th at a rm\ horder~ u ard, would 
see {Ind ra leh us .. ",nc r an hnur. ou r horde r crossc r relll rn ed wit h a 
( 'hri"t ian m an and hoth 4 Ule ll\ order d u:-. In m nll' ClI.lOg I rem h lin)? 
might d" we f. llowed the m I hev led us Inln Pru"s ia Ihe hOHJer areil 
was filled Wi th wells or water and slime . and we grew Im pa tlenl at our 
pace. hna llv . a fte r wa nder ing aho UI fnr half .10 hnur. we l'a me to the 
clt V or J-vdlkuhnen in Pruss ia I he ~h nr l Ilmc had seemed 10 us li ke 
an elem il.v W hen lold h" Ihe men Ihal wc we re np longer In RUSSIa. 
our .In v knew no h(llinds . 

We a rrived in r'vdtkuh nen aft cr mI d nig ht and m ade siralg.h l lilT Ihe 
hOl e l I"hert' we ft'<:Ist ed o n hn'a d a nd ille: \I'C werc happy a nd 10 hIg h 
"p,rlt !oo.. Wt' werc pleased hlli h 10 ha ve saleh "ulTeeded In nossmg Ih e 
horder of nur crue l ni1I IVe land. and II' have placed Ihe sl1le, of ou r 
feet dpwn o n Ihe .. o il of (jermanv w hIch c'< celkd In hig her education 
and in a legal sv"tem d esig ned 10 hent· til Its n Il7{'n' Aller hav ing eaten . 
we la y d(lVv'n III re~t fro m the ardor ... of our jOllrn n We s lept verv well 
indeed . Nexi morn ing we woke joyful lv . an d wen l (lUi walking to see 

the l' llv and II ~ In hah i ta nt ~ . W e fo und !!ro llp' of pt'op ie and spoke ~llh 
tht'm ahoul the qualll\ of ( jerm aO\ . a nd Ihe relil ilonship of it ... nl17ens 
til Ihe govern ment I he rcsldenl s .... 'hom we asked p ra ised hl)ttl Ih c lr 
leaders and their wav o f life I"h ey tol d II , Ihat (ierman'" we re pleil\cd 
tha i Ihelr gnvern menl t'~ l en d ed hum an Tl ghl s In illI ntl7ens I askcu 
o ne ilOOUt Ihc rela llom,hlp of Jews 10 Ihe a rm y. dI d ~ome of (h e m Ir\ 
to escafle t hl~ ohll gHt Hm" fhe m a n replied that even o ne Il l' Ih em en lers 
miht ar) servKe wll llOg l .... . n llt only thill. Ih e~ yea rn fpr II eve n if nnl 
a dmilted To sUpporl h" words he lold me Ihl' ~Itl r\" 01 hO\l 10 "ydtk llhnen 
there wa!> a .Je~ who \I ii' not admltl ed In mdl tan ... crlll't' lin (lcc()unl 
of -;ome deform lt\ whll'h was fo u nd In hIm I hIS mHn. Hel'o n .! ln!! III 

the "I()~' teller. "penl a g.eal deal IIf mnm' \ 10 Ilrdn III he admillcd . 
hut hc dldn ' l ~Ul'l't'ed il nd wa), terrlhl" dl\ il r pllln ied I hi .... " as aston lshlOg. 
ttl me I told my"elf' "sec hl)w greal Ih e dllk rcnn.' '''' h{'l \ll'C n ( icrmiJo\' 
and R liS." I a .. 

We rema ined In I vdtku h nen for twenlv-four hll ur!oo. . and th en lrilvelled 
nn III Ha m hurg We re' mamt'd In th l' pori l ' ll\ for IW\l d ays. AI Ihal 
t ime th ere was 10 Hamhurg (I .Jt'wl ~ h L"tlmm illee to su pporl Russliln 
emIgran ts who came Ihere hv Ihe th tlusa nd , o n their wav In America 
We Ilirned 10 Ihls nmlnll l1cc WIt h th e re411csi Ihill II ru n 'hase for U~ 

tlCkel~ on an I nehsh h'Mt al Ih e !oo.peclal ralc nfiefl'd l 'ha rtrah le '"netle, 
r he l'omm lltee fill ed IlllT n'y uc't. ilnd In Ih" W ii \ we ,a l l'd Ihc trcasun 
of o u r group ~lm e m(lne~. 

f rom Ha rn hurg . we travelled Il\ (' r the !\Illrth Se a ttl Ihl' nl\ of 
Harllepool 10 Lngl;lOd. a nd from the n ' \ 1<1 Ir ilm II' the pnrt CII\ III 
I.iverpool Iht'rt' we Wl're ttl wa it Unlll lhe A m Ol ,lnl rrn m " In arnved 
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so thai we might g.o do""n III Ihe ship along. " Irh Ihem. lour dav~ la ler 
the group amved (iT(~at .In., tilled our heart!. IAhen wt' learned Ihal 
our allied gn1up had madt' " In high sp lnt~ wt' ru,hed 10 gree1 the m 
After a meellng t'll'lween the leadcr~ of (lur IWI) g.r()lI p~. the creation 
of a legal union wa .. an noum:ed . henct'fl)rward . we Wl're like hrothcrs 
of a sIng.le sl"K:lelv r he K ICV group "lIh whIch \\ {' hiid JOined had ~event)' 
memhers . men a nd women Most were vllu ng In telleclual men . drea mers 
.lust hke we were Among it\ memnen. \\iiS the latl'" r "e t. I )l\\,ld t-.deLqad t." 
then annut elg.hteen yea r.. old . Out Iwo group., met up wllh llne ano lhe r 
o n the afternoon lf May 15th I hlll veTV d" ". Ih e shIp "Brim h Prinle" 
stood al Ihe harhnr ready to alTert pa .~sen gcr' fo r Amcm:a . II wa\ 
deo;tined to take us as well. Just an hou r a ft er our uOlon we wenl down 
10 the ship together. r hal evening. the "British Pnm'e" hoisted anehtlf. 
and hegan to tra nsport u\ to (lur ul ti ma te destlnailoO' the nf\\ world . 

{'he hoat "Briti.fh Pr",c{'" was like a l'i ty f1llatInp. on water. so !! real 
was th e num her of it~ passenger\ A II 11<; passe ng.e rs we re R uS!. lan 
im mig.rants : all. 'ave memher. of Oll r group. were travelhng [0 Amenca 
as indivldual.~ , seek mg to Improve then pO\lllOn hv their own hT<itn~ 

and hrawn : Ih, .\ nne Ihrough handiwork. th at on e Ihrough ped dhnj!. . 
Memher.. of our group '8\\ Lhemselve!. a ... supnHH 10 t h iS multitud e. 
"The other passeng.ers are nol like m ," said Wt' [0 ou rsel\'c: ... . " we a re 
not mere ly gOing to America f()r Simple l'omfor1. we a re Idealist s. ager 
10 prove [0 the world that Jews can work the land!" In our Imag inaLH,". 
we a lready saw ourselves a). landOWning fa rmer.. d wel ling nn our piNS 
In the western parI of the l'ountrv So certain were we thaI our a im, 
in the new world would he achieved that even on the hoal we hegan 
to dehate whIch lund of communit v In.~titutions we wou ld huild . whl<.:h 
hooks we would tntroduce into our lihrarv , whet her or not we wo uld 
huild a svnag()~lIl' and SI) forth (With re~ard tn th e wnagogue . mosl 
of Ihe vIews were negatIve) We dam'ed and sa ng ,,\f('rt'ome with JOVIlU!> 
e)(pec tatlOns of what Amerll:a held In .. tor for u\ In sr ite of seasKk ness. 
storms, and lempest, wh,,:h Visited u~ on our Jourm'.v. \\e were happ), 
and Iigh th~a rted All the days of our Allantll voyag.e were tilled "" lI h 

JOY· 

On Mav 301h. fifteen day .. afte r o u r hoat ' e l .... all from Liverpool. 
we a rrived safely at the North Ameflcan shorehne and dlsemharked 
ontn dry land . Our hoat s lOod al Ih e pOri of Philadelphia In Ihe sta te 
M Pennsvlvanla . O ur desllnation. however. wa ... Ne\\ York where the 
Hehrew (·.migrant Aid SO(,'lety wa. ~'entered. and the nt'"t day we "'ere 
taken there hy railroad. Upon our a rri val we \\ere I'nought to a place 
then known as Castle Garden' where we rested from the wearisome 
Journey Our leader. the head of the Kiev group. we n! ~ (l the administra 
tIve office of H.f:.A .S. on Stat e Street to inform them of our arnval. 
and 10 ask them what they planned 10 do for U' 
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Between the lime that p ur group wa<; founde d and the lime of our 
arriva l large numher<; of _Iur !'Irethern had em Igrated from RUSSIa <l nd 
(;ome 10 New Ynrk. SI ~real wer~ theIr numhers that the shore officer.
had lound it neces~an tn crel't large wooden . hack~ a round ( 'astlt' (iarden 
to pnwide them wllh l'llve r and a place to ~leer I he Ca<;lIe (Jarden 
Plaza was filled from one end 10 the other with immIg ra nts O n the 
adjOining streets. Stale Street. Cireenwich Slrcer. a nd even al the top 
Df Broadwav women sat on the grou nd. hahle~ In ha nd. for want 
of a home Owing to the thKId o f Rus\l !l n Im m igrants. th e aId soc iety 
wa~ shor1of mea n' and couldn ' t unde rt ak e grea t rr(\Jel·l.~ nn their he ha lf 
All It cou ld do was arrange thaI the mas.<; of people he prov ided with 
hread unlll sUi:h time as the incom ing flood would dIminish and Ihey 
w uld do ~om ewha l more for their henefit. 

rhe officer, or the So(:ietv received our lea der polilely. hut in form ed 
h Im tha t in Ihe eX Isting l'lrc umstanre' Ih e v cou ld do nol a thing for 
o ur grou p. I he \ (,.'onlinued to say, howeve r. tha I sin ce we had l'ome 
to Amenra truS!lng in the S(\l·ie t ~ . !he\ would agree to pfCIvlde us at 
the firs t oprnrtumt v with food and lodging. A ft er a ~ho rt wh ile (lur 
leader returned to o ur camp and to ld u~ everv th lO g that th e Sm:iet y'" 
(\ftil:er~ had said . Our <;ririt~ .. ank. "No more h llpe o f worki ng the land' 
Our dream, have l'Ome to naughl' Ala' th il t we have reached such a 
... tate'" After a tIme. h(lw~ver . we calmed down a bIt and our ~p irits 

Im p roved When we l>a w wha l trouhles faced Ihe rest of our hrethren 
wandering ahout nut~llle . we made pe,;/l'e \\ Ith nur 101 and were grateful 
for Ihe Sonety· ... prom Ise to feed u~ for th e t,me hei ng 

rhe Hehre", l.m igra nt Aid S<X·let\. atth<tl lime owned a refugee sta tu10 
on (i recn pOln1. Long Island . neat New Yo rk I here Ihev ga e ImmIgran t!"; 
food an d Itldg lOg ftlf a ... h\lrt t Ime so that thn. m Igh t re ne\\.' t he m~e l ve~ 

a fter the ardors of their .I 0ume\. We were taken In thl." h()u~e on th e 
d ay we arrived In Ne\\. York . and staved Ihere for a nnul a week. We 
o n gmally Ihought tha I we would he m aintained th l'Te for seve ral weeh. 
h ul after jus t o ne ras"ed 'We were informed Ihal the tIm e had cnme 
for us 10 leave I h l ~ seem ed wrong to II~ . and \\e ... aH.i Ihat we wou ld 
q(l \ nn nllt\\l\h\tand lO g Ihe de m ilntb <I I the \llnet\ '~ lade\'s. When 
Ihe ,up~nnlcndan l'" of the , tallon sa\\ Ihat the\ l"(luld not f)rl'e u ... . Ih ey 
\e l ahout del'l'Iv in g II ' O n Ih l' l'Ig.hlh d a~ <If o ur ' 1,1\. two men l'a m e 
In Ihe name of Ihe 'cw Y ()rk S(lcict\ a nd Fcnl h iI'~ l'd u'" if we wo ul d 
he so kmd a' to IIl'l"Omran\ them III Ihc halh h (lu~c to dea n ourseIH:' 
oft I-eehng. grimc\. from t hc hoat VI)' age. \\ c wen l along glad I~. I he 
men h rought us on thc rer'" 10 Ne .... York. and there . n g.h t in the mIddle 
of the river. lold U\ Ihal there wus nil more nlilm lor 11.', 110 (ireenroi n1. 
As the sa yi ng g.oe~ . " the\. had tilk en u, fm a nde .·· 

I l'annot le I p<l S~ in ~dem'e pur own ilt'tIOn\ a t Ihe re fugee statio n . 
In <;pl te pf our ,d eilll~m we did not art honortlol" r he reason for this 
wa~ thai Ihe house rules were very strict. rhe .~ureflnlenden l was a 
riou~ clld German Jew whose devotion to everY rule was ahsolule. Since 
we L'l'uldn't foll n\.\ t'VCn d etaIl of even rule Ihere were alwav~ a rgumenl~ 
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between us . Many In our grou p would arouse thl. man's anger In very 
strange ways: for example: . at night when he was in bed one would 
hegin to ye ll. another to dance. another 10 screech like a chicken. another 
to sing like a cantor. another to sermonize like a preacher. another 10 

spin rhymes like a jester and so forth W hen ou r behavior was hrough t 
to the attention of the Society's overseers In New York . they sen t ~ev eral 
honorahle men o ut to reprove us . BUI th is ha d no effect at a ll: the 
men did as they had earlier. renewing the ir pra nks even more strongly 
than before. I. 

The superintendent!' of the immigrant aId society did not abandon 
us, however. They fell themselves o hllga ted to extend a helpin g hand 
until such lIme as we could depend on o urse lves . Once we were br ught 
from Greenpoint 10 New York . they alloca ted enough money to suppo rt 
us for a month (which hy then estima tion was time enough for us to 
he able 10 find work). a nd they rented a large room for us o n 4 1;, Di ismn 
Streel where we could live . fhey also bought us a slove for cook ing. 
so we could fix ou rselves meals. Responsibility for run n ing our house 
lay with m and we chose among ourselves a cook and food procurer. 
Cooking was the only work we did in the house . We paid no attenllon 
to cleaning which we on~idered un neces.'ia ry . Our furniture consisted 
of an oven . pol and dishes. a long tahle, and long wooden henches. 
We bedded down on the packs which we had carried with us and whIch 
were spread over the floor. Since the room wa. too narrow to a commodate 
us all. the women and one or IwO of the men took beds for the n ighl 
in one of the nearhy hotels. 

So long as we lived In our group lodging. we paId no a1tenlJon to 
the fact that 10 a . hort tIme we would have to go ou t on our own. 
We didn ' t worry our;elve. abou t tomorrow . we spent our lime at home . 
Between meals somebodv would pllce up and down the width of the 
room with a honk nn 'the synt ax of Ihe Rus~ian la nguage readi ng great 
raplure e)(a mples of th I language's da"slClII poetry Some othe r memher 
was pacmg the hreadth of the room Wllh a volume h~' the Polish poe t 
Adam MickiewlC7" which he read moving hl\ lip" lu. lily Annlher sat 
quietly in a corner writing a poem (I f an arllde. Near the shwe stood 
a group of hoys fight ing with the cook over the ~mal l port IOn!' he ~ave 
Ihem at meallime. On the HooT. on top of our scat1 ered hund les. ~evera l 

people were IVln g on Iheir hacks. hiinds fo lded . looking upward and 
yawning. fhe same scene.' could he "een in our Division St reet room 
almost every da y. 

One day. while we were hving In Ihis apartm en l. a fine looking gues t 
appeared hefore us: Abraham Cahan of Vil na who had arrived in 
America aoou! si x weeks" after we had. H would co me hy o ur home 
10 spend hIS time . heing as miserahle a~ we memhers of Am O lam were . 
Who could hilve pred icted that thIS man wo uld have Tlsen 10 th e stilt ion 
which he commands today? II is worth men \J on in!t here tha t one of 
the memher .. of o ur group was the Wld(lw. Mr;. Anna Bronstein from 
Kiev who laler IDecember II. IRRfI] hecame hJ~ WIfe. 
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St'venil or Ihe.' me.'n (lm on!!- lI' ht'l"~ml' nn'rll«.n ~ 10 Ihe rull' Ihe .. 
dend e.'d 10 scck 1 helT hve Ii hilt ld h \ t ht'1T own '~e([ I ,mu hlood . ,w u set 
ou t in sea rch of som e ,orl of .Iph I W(l or (h ree hl'ca mc Inuepcn denl 
pedJI t'r\ and ,('ve.' ra l n thl'r,. mv,(' lf am ll n!! Iht'm . dt'u ,k d Itl .,cek \a la ned 
C'm pIO"ml' nl In t h !l ~ (' d(lv\ II Wi:! ' {';I \\ to hn d ,,"tlrk lI nl o<l dm ~ .; hlp' . 
since the slevcdnre\ h'H.ll-a lle.' tl a ... Iri ke.' We- at Ih al ll ml' l id nt)I und cr'la nd 
Ihe meanin g. of ""Irlkes" ([ nd "'I ah,"' _ a nd ,oughIJoh' Iln Ihl' s h l r~ V,. ilho ul 
knOWing whcthe r we woul d sUIT('cd In timbn!! a ny Ilr nlll. Ihe \ upervlso r, 
of Ihe- loading dod acceptC'd II ' \\ ilbn!! " an d PUI u, 10 w\lrk O ur jo h 
<':Ilnsl~t ed of wh('elmg wheelha rrows III Ihe hrrdge_, Clf Ihe .; hlp. IO(l d in g 
(h em up with hoxe.; or sack ... (ul l o f merchand IS e. i:!n d trans r ortln g them 
10 Ihe ware.'hollse nellt 10 the harhor II wa' Ve.'r\ dlfficll il work_ and 
on our firs t dav we relumed home 10l,tll .. e~ h allsted _ nol a n nun l'e o f 
strength left In II' By the ,ecnnd daY we had grnwn aCl'u.;( omed 10 

our work an d we d Idn' t "tram so ha rd at II 
I"he hOlle.; a nd 'lI l 'h that we unloaded from th e hlHI I were ti lled wIth 

r rod ucC' fro m variou ' k md), o f t re e~ - lli mond ... . n ut ~ _ Ii~), _ da te_,. ra i sin~ 
a nd other\. Whi le work in g w1lh this merl"h <lndi~e ',\e werc .werrome 
wIth the de. ire III en-,o\ _'ome o( it. ll nahle to w nt am our.·elvcs. we 
trei:t ted Ihe merch andise a~ tine does his own good _~ : we opened s!Kks 
and ('rate~ an d li te <I ~ much as we li ked wl thOUI hemF- d isturhed . as 
there was nohody w<l tl'hlng over us. We earned $ 1_70 a day_ hUI the 
numher of davs we "pent at the work W II ' fe w fhe orrgina l wMkers. 
strikm g for higher wage ... interfered Afkr ,lur t-i r,t week of WIlT\.:. . on 
the da .. we were to get paid . IAt' were lold In he rrl'pared for a selt ll'ment 
o f the ca rike Wh en ~ e le n th e \,u pervisllrs' ottke there stood in our 
ra !h groups of striker' Iving 10 wa ll lilT "t he "l'ah.~ '" '-h ey fell upnn 
us I_oad ln g dod ur (.'rvisll r\ were fo rced In r ail 0 111 the poli<:e to 
il l't:nrnpanv us on ou r Wil V Afl er thaI . we did nol go had III work ,. 

When our month of lIVin g on D IviSIon Street r a rne 10 an end. o ur 
gro up splil up and memhers Weil t then Independen l w8yf; _ Prior to our 
separation_ each of us rel."elved fro m our leader. a portIon of the rem a rn mg 
gen eral fund whil·h he conlrolled I:veryon e'~ part \\ as eq ual fiv e dolla rs 

and tha I small sum was su r posed In pnn 'ld e for u, 1m ou r ne~ palh 
In hfe fhen mem hers "pht up_ gOIng of! In a ll d lrel"t l nn ~ In ~can.-h lor 
fil(ld Lal."h ma n pn'K:eeded an'prdlng III hI" IIw n .... I~d lml a nd incl in a tIons . 

I s~' mv Sigh ts tm .. -ard work 10 the fi e ld ... Lando .... ner~ were al ch a t 
tIme seek ing. hand'i from (l mongthe J-.urnpean Immlgr<lnl peoples_ {J unng 
the week aft er ou r group separaled _ I wenl to the e mployment office 
for refu gee. then ma mta lned on (a~tle { ian.len, <Inti on tha i very da .. 
Ih t'y r(lu nd me a n em ployer <In esta leholder In Ihe villag,e of Pawling 
In I)utcheo;s Coun ty. Ne .... 'rork I"he e~IHleh()ld er deSIgnated my sa lary 
as twelv e do llars a month , plus food, <l nd on Ihal ven; dav July tl lh. 
SIX weeks afler my a rTlval he hroughl me 10 hiS eS1<lt r 
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An amusrng rncluent helell me he l\\ l'en m \" ucpa rt ure from N c\\ " ork 
and my a rrival 10 Pawling SrnlT th t' e1llall' holue r Wet, <h rl'i t lan . I had 
Jenued nol III eal meal. k~1 I he dl'fiku h\ PI!! ' nll' et I I had a lwav\ 
heen I:<lreful "hou t lhl~ . nO I rwm de vo Il(l n Itl t he lit\\ ' or pe rm illed 
and forhiJ den fi)(ld hu t ' Impl v from rn'ublt)n 1(1 pork While at Ihe 
rai lroa d station . mv em plove r lo{)k me 10 thl' lille ll'Tla it) l' ilt Wllh hi m 
Al the Iilhle. Ihe waiter hrou~hl htll h 01 ll" a l'Ut of meat lookrn l! to 
me like pork. I d l ln' l cal II Se t'IOglh at I d ldn'l t'at Ihe m eal. m, e m plovc r 
took Ihe menu a nd allowt'd me It) choose wh aleve r I \\ an led. I pll lOled 
<lui In Iht' waiter a line w hll" h . as I IIndcrqolld II. I.!l's ignated som l' klOd 
of ti)(xi made w llh eF-g~. I he Item hetd 1\\ 1\ ...... (lTd., In II. Ihe tl rsl ht'lOg 
egg . Ru l I d idn' l kno\\. whal th e sel:ond .... OTd m ea n!. m,. knowledge 
of Lnghsh heing ven sllghl I he wetll er til led m \" order and mUl:h to 
m ,. aston ic;hmenl hrougJlI me an expensl \'l' drrnk milJe Irom egg .... . M.\ 
employer TeClllzed my error anu muldn ' l Tl' 'il raln hl~ la ught e r. 

We reached Pawli ng in Ihe evening In m \ em plover\ ho use the tahle 
wa, alreCldy sel fnr di n ner. II) which Ihe m l"lres~ III lh e hIlU'l' Im m ediately 
su m moned me . Ih e la hle ..... it ... tilled \\ll h \"iHlllU' ft ll )d .... Incl uding l\('ve ral 
sorts of meat. all III' whll'h looked 10 me like hitle ful pork prlldul"l ~. 

I ate no meaL and when asked anoul 1\ hy m ~ em plove r. I false lv to ld 
him Ihal the o nl \" meat ealen h\ RU~'lan~ I~ rhKkf'n ' I 'a Id IhlS h~cause . . 
I muldn', we ll distinguish pork from Illher klnd~ (I f mea l. and I feared 
Ihat I might someda) gues ... wrong and fa ll mit) ea l lng Ihat which I 
so des pised . My employer Wft .\ ama/.ed tha I Rus'lans were so nnld~. 

a nd found Ihe foreign WilV, very funn~ Instead pf meal. he o rdered 
Ihal I he gIven fned fi sh. 

I was given nn work .10 do on Ihe li a, of m\ arrivClI After din ne r. 
Ihe m Istress o f th e hou'e aS~lgned me it ned room . and I lay down 10 
re~1 al once so Ihat I would have the slren!!-lh tll wo rk Ihe nexI morning. 
At fClur (l'dod the nexl morning. my e mpi llver awakened me and took 
me wilh him In learh m e m\ work 

rhe first thing Ihey taughl me on Ihe e ... l ale w a. how 10 milk a \.:Ow . 

!Iearned Ihis in one lesson and waS henceforward fe~rons l hle for milk ing 
eig.ht cows every morning and evening. Durmg Ihe fi rst co upl e of dav~. 
I found Ih,s work very diftkult fhe CO\\, gra71ng. In the meadow). used 
10 run away from me . and I had 10 l'hasl' after ea<" h nne 10 order Itl 

calch II While chasing nne. anolher ,omellm es Ulme and kided over 
Ihe hucke! nf mIlk ! had jusl taken frllm the rfevlou~ l'O\\.. 

OUTIng the resl o f the dav. I worked tn lhe field ... Of in the meadows : 
ploughing land. tram p ltng. dnwn drv gra,'" In the ·art,. and CUlling wllh 
a :-.l' ~' the hav that couldn't he cut h~ machine (Ha\ wa~ harve~led hy 
machine in thi~ reginn . hUI In hilly ilrea~ 11 had It) he CUI hy hand .) 
! used to work nlll les.~ than si.l, teen hou f' a day. 

M" dallv ~chedule on the farm wa.' a' (ollows. rrom fOUf In seven 
In rh e morning I milked the l"OW~ . AI ~e\'cn I ate hreakfasl. a nd then 
Immediately went out 10 work 10 the tield ... until lunch a t noon. Arre r 
lunch! went nal..'k In Ihe fiel d!\ until II ..... 1l~ lime to milk the cow<; a 
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se(:ond time at ~i, ("hllt Illhor acwmplished . I lite dinn er. generally at 
eight. At nine I went til sleep Sun d a\-' Wil~ m y d a v of rest. hu t J couldn't 
relax entirely I sti ll had to feed the h\lust" ret~ . he lp m:- em rloyer harness 
up hi ~ horses and .~harpen his pruning hpoh and axes. and perform 
o ther small ho uSt'cho re). When du ri ng the dilv I hil d tIme for rest a nd 
rela xation . J med tn stu d ) F-.ng h ~ h from a \oul h. Ihe gra ndson of the 
e~tateholder. or I used 10 read IRahhi Joseph Al hll '~1 SeIer Ha'ikarim," 
the only hook I h rough t WIt h me from New 'fork . 

D un ng m fi rst two week . . I fell m. ,\t'lf ne wlv invigorated and was 
hllprv ( he heaut iful v isions of far m li fe e xclled me a nd m ad e my wo rk 
a j oy As lime we nt on. however. my s tren !! th t"hht'd. lind the work 
heca me loathesome to me. I decided to return to New York. hut to 
wa ll un til the month ended so I m uld gel m\ full month '~ salary . 

On the l-ame plot. there wal. another .1t"wl .. h vouth work ing. a R USSIan 
Im mIgrant whom my employer h roug hl from New York a cou ple of 
days hefore or after me I don't rememher wh Ich . I hi~ vo uth did n' t 
like the wo rk from the heginning. hu t he 100 wa Ited o ut hI ), mont h . 

On the morning or August lo th . a mon th aft er I arr ived In Pawling. 
we my frie nd and J informed the e .. ta te holder Ilf ou r d eCision to 
leaye and dem Clnded our wa!?e ~ Iwelve d ll ll<lTS a perl-on accord ing. 
10 the contracl made wit h u~ . Ou r wo rd ... shocked him II wa), a period 
when the work in the fiel d!> was great. and our laom was ve ry much 
need ed . He en trea ted us to stay wit h hIm. hu t o ur resolve oeing firm 
as a rod. we refused , Seeing that hI .. req ue ,t wllu ld rem a in unfu lfi ll ed. 
he det·td ed to deprive u~ of some of our \J. age, ... <1 ving "J USI as you aha nd on 
me at a time .... he n work IS most nel' c !\~a f\. t:3 USI ng me to lose l im e 
and mone), in fin d ing o thers 10 replace . ou. so I sha ll g ive you on", 
<l portion of your salanes " But even th IS mtl de no diffe rence . We were 
sluh~'rn. pre fe rr ing tn I()),"(' pa rt of our .. a la ry tha n 10 remain on the 
esta te. Afte r sllme hiller words. nur m p lover gave ea ch of us four or 
~ix dollars a nd we left hIm 

We sel out from the farm 10 the r<l il .... <l Y -;t a tlon to huv tidet .. lilr 
Ihe jo urney tn N ew York . On the way . htlwrvrr. we rea li7ed ho\J. li llir 
money we ha d : "if we spen d II all on the rai lwa~' tr ip we 'll com e to 
OUT destinallon almost empty handed " Aft er lltsl' ussing Ilu r .,i tua l lon 
for a wh ile. we dended to travel III Ne .... Yo rk on foot A nd so we 
dId. 

fhe dlslam'e from Pawling to N w Ytlrk I), ahou t eighty miles . I hr 
railr()ad trave r;e ~ th is d istance In two III three h our~ : il look U~ two 
and ·half days We I.'ould ha e made the J,lllrne', In le .. s l ime. hut we 
d Idn ' t rush . I here was no need to : nothlO{! \\3\ wallmg. for u .. in New 
York. When we pa ssed a lake or a pond . we w()tlld "top and hat he 
nur hotlte .. 10 the Wa ll'T. When we came to tI vllla!le liT a town wr li ngered 
kl liee the r hlt"e and 'he pellplc In a ddillllO . .... t' sllme limes were dela)'ed 
watl'hlO~ (l ut for trllms no our path (we walked along the railroad Irack ). 
e,prt'lallv .... he n we l'Tosl.ed na rrnw radwav hndge ... At nIgh t we went 
to the side (If the track , in a rlill'e of gra s~ or tree~ . and re.~ted using 
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our packs as pillows, untillhe morning lIg.ht. rhe!.e nig.ht' were lorture. 
We were dressed in light \ummer d o,hco, whIch were ~()aked hy Ihl:' 
cold dew. On one of the Iwo night, . we turned into the thll'ket where 
10 addition to the plague of dew we were hil wit h the ~erond plague 
of the IPassoverl hOf!,odah. lying on the ea rt h exhau!.ted from several 
hours of Aoostop walking. we were .lumped upnn hy frogs I 

On our wa y from Pawling (0 New York. we came upon a com pany 
of men laying water pipe.~ As we passed . (heir su pervIsor lI pproached 
us and offered us work at the rate of $ 1.50 a da y We tu rn ed him down. 

On August IR th , in the a ftern oon . we arrived at th e outsk irts of New 
York . fhere we got on the suhway and ca me down inln the ' ity un til 
Bowery Street. I lingered there a whIle . and then turned to .... ard the 
im migrant house on Castle Garden, 

When I came to Castle Garden , I fou nd a va.~ ( th rong of people there. 
one larger Ihan before my trip from New York (l the e,~tate, My month 
away from the city seemed to me like a long lime, and I had hoped 
10 find the numher of our hrethren on Castle Gard en dWInd li ng. But 
I was most mil>taken. The square was even more full of people than 
it had been a month hefore. for on wp of the old immigra nts there 
now were new ones. I found many of my friends from Vilna and Kiev 
~traylng aimlessly among this throng. They were am a7.ed that I le ft Ihe 
estale at a time when so many of our hrethren were circling the streets 
of New York wrapped in hunger. and they reproved me for my 
recklessness. The reproof was like a sword piercing my soul. My hearl 
filled with remorse al having left the place where my needs were 
abundantly provided for. 

"What do I do now"" wa~ the question fat'ing me. My frie nds ad vised 
me to return to my employer in Pa .... trng. Rut thaI I d id n ' t have the 
cou rage to do. After a good deal of s01l1 <;ean:hing. il occurred to me 
to go and seek work 0'0 the water pipC'~ thai I had pas!>ed on my way 
from Pawling \0 New York I mllde th e , ame ~ u gg.e~lill n to my frie nd s, 
and th ree of Ihem accepted II. !'hree din' il ftt'f returning. \( Ne'" Ynrk. 
my three friends and I set ou t o n font ft.r Ihe wlId leadIng up tn the 
pipes . 

fhe wate r sYstem on hlch '.'e ~(lugh l 10 work W(lS near Iht' n l\ of 
White PllI in!. . Ne\\ York. We len In (he mnrnrng and wa lked all J <I \ 
long AI nig ht '.'C' rested !'I y the rall\\(1\ .. tallon nca r our deqma llo n 
ReSide the trad ~t()od empt ... cars and with the perm l s.~ ion o f the 
statIonmasters. who took P"" o n us. we 11I~' do\\ n f()r Ihe nigh l In (lne 
of them . Word of the JeWIsh Immlgf<tlilln frt)m RU!'.'ila III AmerK3 ha d 
"'ecome universal!) known : th e unfllrluniltt' reruf.C'e~ row,eJ Ihe com pas
slim of evervone in this country. 

rhe nexi mnrnrng. we moved forward on our wav and real."he d the 
area of Ihe pIpes. We '(lund the supen I ~(lr\ men and lold (hem .... hat 
WI' wanted. I he~ rel'eived u, cheerful ly. h ili 10 our uller dlsaprllrnlmenl. 
told us (hat Ihe\ hadn"! need of an\' nl'\\ worker~. 

Broken in spirit we returned III Ne .... T o rk and nerame part of th 
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vast th n mg on ( 'astle (ia rden . fh e p llgh l or Im ml!! ra nl' then was horn ol" 
hllter. Like sU(-k hng." at their mother's nre ;! , !. the Immi!!ranlS we re 
entlrelv dependrn t on heIr from 'he H ore\l. '.mlgriln' A Id Snciety It 
couldn ' t help them much: thr nest 11 l-o uld tiP wa .. provIde a portion 
(If fnod to preven' their ~lilrvJng '(I d eath h 'r th l" pu rpose . the soclet" 
,set up free ki t c h en~ on (ireenw;l'h Street wh rc proplr came 10 grou p,. 
one aCler another. rh e mea l, the.,. received. at the Society 's e:o: r ense 
were pom ilnd klmpv. rhe operator.; 01 the k)l l'hen~ were eager tn 
makr mllne~' _ clOd oppressed the unfonunate diners. A t nreakfa" t. for 
whIch the StX'lelv paId ten cents a head. the\ proVIded II ~'u r of I.,,,tree 
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l(l.)~m~ like mudd\ w;Jler . and ;j Ina l II I hread w"rth Ics~ Ihan a ren ny . 
Whenever mealtime came Ihere v.,,\ IIimlllr and l' ~clfemenl, 'Int·c 
ever,ont' W<I" hun/!f\ and t'ager to hc ,lm(ln~ rh e lif'l 'hn,e v. h\l ca m e 
In eal had In hnng. l'erlI til'aI \l ln lIekel' from Ihe Sonel\ One ( f II, officer, 
dls l rlhuled them . "Igned hv him. tn Ihc Ihmng' "lIlSltk r hl' d is l rihlllion 
demanded a ~real deal o f l ime. ilnd t'Vt' n 'flne \,\ ;tl led hi' lum lm pa tlen lh . 
Many u,ed 10 fo r!!t' tickets I(l till thclr <:' mpl v he l he~ 'l u l\:k er 

AI tl m c~ . Ihe un fOrl ll n<1le Immlg ranl' nn ( <1 ' lic ( . a rden v.e <1 T1ed of 
hCilring tht'i r h \l ln fate Sllrred h\ Innn pa,qp n Ih n ..... (luld heg m III 

rill! H"norahle ge nllemen fnm1 the S"tlel\ u~t' d Ih t' n 1" l'\ lm l' . i1ppca l 
III rhem. <1nd 4ulet them tlllV. n 

I"he Sl't'ne' Ihat 100lk plat'e am o ng Ihc despa lflng Im mlg r<1n t' h r(l ke 
the hca rt of all nn lollke T\ One. whIch t shall de'tTlhc . afl el'lcd the 
en tire '4uare A young man . en ve lo ped tn h u ng l'r. Whll had nOI WIlrn 
a dean ,hm ror manv da,,\ . hllr~I In l(\ Iht' 01l1l'C".' ,, 1 Ihe d lrerlOrs o f 
the Snnetv 00 Stale Strect. lore tltl hI , nmlam loa led , hl rt. and lTled 
(lU I Il ludiv "Sec whal ha' hecom 01 m e' " Prllft',,"o r M Il·hael Hl'i1rnn " 
of hlessed mem o ry. ~a~ Ihen sill in /! in tht' d ,recto r': .. tlll'e,". A I Ihe ~ Ight 

of Ih" hllrnhil' ~pel'lad ht' hUT'1 tnt ll Icar, and werl IIle a hahv. 
Im mlg ranh ra ced Ih ew Iroul""e' ht'call' t' Ihn kne ' 0 lillie a hllul 

Ihr rral'III:a l world I he vrar I IlX2 v. it' ;t pr(lspt'f(l u<; one In Ihe l lnl!ed 
Sia l ", a nd wo rk wa' llvat\ahle lor Iht1 u"lno' lit r e(lril' Rul o ur h rolh er 
Imm igranr , d ldn' , under"land hov. np" Ihe lime, were Severa l a mong 
th em ht'Ulml' \liN' 10 ., and did Imrr(\w Ih e lr posltllln". h UI (I n" a 
few Inlellel'lual, o;ufleH'd rilrri t'ularh lI Cll tl'I .\ . li'r Ih{'\' had come III v.ork 
Ihe hind . Whll'h rroved Imr(l'.~ihlc I hC lr h(lre~ dashed. Ih n Ihoug hl 
Ihill IIH'lf' wa' nil wa\ III II'. and Ihl'refnrr d Id nO lh mg a l 1111 BUI 
Ii'll' pracllcal "pmt per\'a d tn~ Ih" l'tlllotr e\t' nluaJly made (In Imral'! 
upnn them fnward th e end of Ihe summer , Ihe\ hega n \0 rouse from 
Ihelr !\Iumher ' 

A~ ~ummer wil ned . thl' throng il l ( " 'lit' ( iarJen hl'gan 10 dCtTea,"e. 
Im migri:lnl' , lew." "preaJ (lui over Iht' 111\ ,('eking work or '{'1I1n/? ur 
m hu~in(' ... , M\ Inends and I also ,,' lout Itl find mean s of SlIpp(lrl 
Our firsl conrern ",a!ii 1(1 fin d som ev. here In 11\l' Several lImon g u, 
sUl'\'eeded In IO('" <1 I1Og re'ldences wh{,Tl' ad va nce r a\men t \,\ a' no l re
quired: the resl or us we re left wit h nOl h lng I ..... a'" amon g th e unfortunales 
who wuldn ' l find a rlaa til live , f'or ,,'vera I nlghl' I 'Ie pl 00 Ii'll' Roor 
o f a hou<;e on ludlow Sireet '" wh ll'h 'orne o f m\ ffle nd, re'ldl'd, I 
eonSidered ,I mv flghl III dwt'll in Ihe \ ('). llhuk o r il hl\U~e whe re my 
hrelhren " e re liVing. Hnv. I led m\\cll. , nn lo o~e r l'\ en rel'all 

D uring (h" period of I TIl II hie. I '<lll~hl wnrk Ihrollgh Ih e wan t .Hl 
,('\'I,on of Ihe (,erman la n glla~e raper Ih;,1 v.a' ru hll\hed In Ihl~ cil " 

Thl' Nt'\'. } ()rk ,\'/{Ulfs-;'PI1Un.p. One d ,1\ I fnltnd an ilJ In Ihi, j( lI rnal 
~eeklng " di<;hwao .. her ror a l'afelenil II hem!! ,1111 morning . I raced 10 
I he arpotn led plal'e itS soon a" I read I he ad. and I( m greal JOY \,\ as 
accepled I assllmed that m\ work wllu ld ,m" he til rlean hov.i . . ~poom. 

a nd k",ve~. hU I after I was al'\'epled th l' owner ga ve me il large pOI 
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10 d elln. em:rusted on its bottom and sides with a dry layer of day-old 
cooking. The owner instructed me to take the pot outside and set it 
up nea r the waterpump so that I might have enough water to rinse 
it. I started to do my work mos t eagerly. but the crust of food in the 
pot was very hard and I couldn't remove it. I real ized at once that 
there was no use in my staying on in the cafeteria and I decided to 
leave. But I was 100 embarrassed to tell my boss. and 'sought a way 
to get out withou l his knowing. I looked about here and there. fou nd 
an opening in the comer of the ya rd. and qu ickly escaped through 
it. I felt most sorry for the honest owner who on account of me 
undoubtedly was late serving his guests lunch on that day. 

At this time. I became acquainted with a you ng man from Vilna who 
worked in a factory which made copper utensils. He advised me to apply 
for work in his place. Though I knew nothing about the art of copper
sm ithing. I nevertheless took his advice and applied to the boss for some 
sort of employment. The overseer accepted me readily. and immedia tely 
put me to work . First they taught me how to use a file . Severa l days 
later they taught me how to fi nish copper instrume nts on a lath e. I 
became skilled in all facets of the work. My salary at the factory began 
at two dollars a week and after several weeks it was raised to fo ur. 
The work lasted ten hours a day: from seven in the morning unti l six 
at night (with an hour off for lunch). I spent my spare time studying 
English and writing articles . One of the p ieces which I wrote was the 
story of Johann G utenberg, invef!tor of the printing press . 

I considered myself a successful man. But 10. my success d idn ' t last 
long. After three months. work at the factory declined and I was fired . 

After being fired from the factory, I fou nd work as a d ishwasher in 
a restaurant then owned . by an immigrant down town at the com er of 
Ludlow and Canal streets. The work was hard. and my sala ry was very 
low. After two weeks I left the place to fi nd beller and more respectable 
work. 

1 left the restaurant with just one dolla r in my pocket. Tha t was all 
the money which my :boss gave me for two weeks of work. Half of 
th is sum I spent on a · week's rent; the rest I set aside to subsist on 
until 1 could find a job. I had hoped tha t I would succeed in fi nding 
the means to earn a living in just a few days. but my hopes went 
unrealized . and I was in trouble. After five days. I had em pt ied my 
pocket of its last penny; after a week, I was left without a pIa e to 
sleep. The man with whom I boarded refused to keep me in his house 
unless 1 paid him for a week in advance. 1 was left without shelter. 

So as not to d ie of starvation or freeze from the cold - which had 
by then already arrived - I returned to the portals of my poor fri ends 
who had succeeded better than I. I joined in their paltry meals and 
'meager accomoda tions. But even in th is I faced obstacles: the owners 
of those dwellings where my good friends resided refused to permit 
unregistered guests to stay there, particula rly not after dark. On account 
of these evil men I once had to spend a whole night under the stars. 
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I'll never forget that nigh t. The cold was fi erce and my clot he were 
torn and tattered . Afraid 10 leep in the hall of a house. or in one of 
the carls that stood outside. I was forced to spend the whole night ci rcl ing 
the streets. I strayed hither and yon. going pas t Bowery and Canal St reets 
many limes. Whenever I reached the elevated subway SlOp on Cana l 
an d Allen I would look at the clock on top of the sta tion to see how 
many hou r were left unt il sunrise. Time passed exceed ingly sl owly. When 
I discovered, after a long hike, thill the clock's hour hand had passed 
five, my spirits brightened . I sti ll couldn't go to anyone's house. but 
at least I could take joy in the hope that the light of day would soon 
dawn, and then I could knock at some body's door. . .. 

In the end I succeeded in fi ndin g qua rters at the home of some 
good-hearted people who agreed to take me in on condition tha t I pay 
them their rent when I earned it. 

Meanwhil e. it came time to begin baking Passover matza h in th e Jewish 
area of New York . Seeing thaI I could n't fi nd a job in a fac tory. I decided 
to apply for work in a matzah bakery. This came easily: the fi rs t bakery 
I applied to accepted me at once. Matzah bakeries in those days paid 
their workers a very low wage. and people used to leave after just a 
few days on th e job - so it was very simple to find work there . All 
the worke rs in the matzah bakery were newly arrived im migrants who 
could easily be cheated a nd sucked dry by the bakers. In accep ti ng 
someone for work, they didn 't tell him his salary in adva nce. but allowed 
hi m to la bor a whole week to see how much his work was worth . After 
a week was over. they fired the poor "greener" with a p ittance. Th e 
hours of work in the bakery were from two in the morning until ni ne 
or ten at night. 

My job at the bakery was to turn the whe I of the machine that 
kneaded and pressed th'e dough. It was very hard work. and exceeded 
my power wh ich had been weakened by h unge r a nd tension. Still I 
gathered the last of my strength and performed the work satisfactorily. 
Lacking the money to buy food . I fed myself on the bakery 's matza hs 
which workers were permitted to eat to their heart's conten t. Bu l I grew 
to loathe this "bread of affliction" and I awa ited the week's end with 
anticipation to discover what wages my toil would bring. I expected 
that my pay would be not less than fiv e dollars. hut when payday ca me 
I discovered that I was greatly mistaken. T he amount which the baker 
gave me for my week of work was $2.50. Seeing this. I beca me em bittered. 
and left this terrible job. 

This time. only a few days passed before I found work. One of my 
friends then worked in a factory where they made cakes of soap a nd 
they needed a man for the work . My friend informed me of this . , 
applied to the facto ry. and th ey accepted me . My job was to pound 

. a kind of p itch. melt it into a pot. and dip into it the cakes of soap 
(they used to dip them in pitch to protect them from the ai r.) My pay 
at this work was five dollars a week. and I was very pleased with my 
lot. But 10, after several weeks I had to leave because the dust and 

" 
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smell of the pilch greatly damaged my health . The work was so bad 
that I fell ill . 

When my health reLUmed. I decided not 10 go back to any sort of 
"dirty" work. but instead to seek my livel ihooo in a job that was clean 
and pleasing to me. It was not long before this work fo und me of itsel f. 

On East Broadway in New York there was. in those days. an old 
book-seller named Jerucham S. Kantrowitz . Thanks to his· business ties 
with the firm of "The Widow and the Brothers Romm"l6 in Vilna. I 
became connected with him, and I made his bus iness my address for 
letters. On this account I used frequently to visit him. and in this way 
he learned about me and became interested in my pUgh!. Once when 
I came to him. he offered me a job as his assistant in the business. 
I accepted willi ngly. for not only did I consider the job to be physically 
easy. but I found it pleasant to be surrounded by books. My sa la ry 
was exceedingly low - not more tham two dollars a week - but my 
boss often invited me to dine with him and I became like a member 
of his household. Here I renewed my strength and forgot my poverty. 
The work was light and easy; I had time to fulfill myoid lust for spiritua l 
matters. In my spare time I learned the language of the counlry. and 
I increased my knowledge of those subjects which I had studied in the 
old world. 

Kantrowitz's business was in an excellent spot in New York. In those 
days there were in this city only three (Jewish] booksellers." and Mr. 
Kantrowi tz was the largest of them. He not only stocked prayerbooks 
and books needed by the Orthodox. but also English and German 
language prayerbooks. scholarly works, and sermons in German by 
German rabbis like Jellinek 11 used by American Reform Rabbis. Thanks 
to this. his business beca me a meeting place for great minds. Among 
those who isited his house were Russian intellectua ls. famous German 
Reform rabbis. and Orthodo rabbis and preachers from Russia and 
Poland who interested me greatly. One of his visitors was the lawyer 
J .P. Solomon. fo under of the English weekly the Hebrew Standard. 

While I was comfortable in the bookstore. I did not find any real 
purpose to my work. I spent my time thinking out how I might a ttain 
the life that I had aspired to from my youth . I concluded that the first 
step in tha t direction should be teaching. So after about two years. I 
left the bookstore and became a private language teacher. Teach ing 
in those days did not command a large sa la ry from among our Europea n 
immigrant brethem. But the hope that it would lead me to my goal 
of becoming a writer was compensation enough. 

I cannot close this chapter wi thout describing my boss, the bookseller. 
who was one of New York's exceptiona l people in the eight ies of the 
last century. Mr. Kantrowitz was an excellent character in every way. 
Though old and Orthodox. when I knew him. he always wore a top 
hat and the latest fashion clothes. Every day. after morning prayers 
and before breakfast . he used to learn a chapter of Mishnah or Gemara 
with a group of Jews from his ho~eland in the small synagogue above 
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his business. Among our brethren in New York City and State he was 
very important - a giant to whom all would tum in mailers of Jewi h 
concern. He was the treasurer of the Rabbi Meir Ba'al Hanes charity 
[for the poor of Eretz Israel]. and a mohel [ritual circumcizer] who took 
no money for his efforts. save asking affluent coreligionists to donate 
to his charity. But this was not the only reason why he was loved: he 
was also clever and winy .... Once. before Rosh Hashanah a small 
congregation in New York state asked him to send them a young cantor 
for the holy days. He knew an old cantor. over seventy. and sent him 
to the place just a day before the holiday. so that the congregation 
wouldn't have time to return him. Immediately after Rosh Hashanah 
he received a letter from the congregation reproving him for his action. 
He replied "( know that the cantor I sent you had just been married . 
I didn't ask how old he was:' (The cantor bad just entered the bonds 
of matrimony for the third time!) 

( said above that there were three booksellers in New York. The second 
largest was Hyman Sakolski who deserves to be mentioned here. His 
business wa limited to prayerbooks (sidurim and machzorim) in English 
and German editions that he printed from plates bought from the printer. 
[Henry] Frank the founder of a Hebrew press in New York in the forties 
of the nineteenth century.tO Sakolski came to America in the sixties of 
that century and it is said that he began his actiVIties in a unique way. 
Knowing that there were many cities in the state where small Jewish 
settlements existed far removed from Jewish life. unable to found 
communities or synagogues. he made a business of bringing to places 
like this a wagon with a Torah. a lalil [prayer shawl] and left/in 
[phylacteries}. Wherever he went, he suggested to isolated Jews thai they 
PUI on the talit and tefilin while he read 10 them a portion from the 
Torah (even on days of the week when no Torah ponion is read). Jews 
received him eagerly a'nd paid him well. In this way he accumulated 
capital and established his bookdealership. He was a handsome. well
dressed man, and in his day was one of the mosl honored Jews in New 
York. 

The period which I am recounting was an ideal one for Jews immigral· 
ing to America! 
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