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’ Notes from meeting with representative of America World Adoption (42
September 17, 2010 :
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At AWA's Birth families are
transition home, | receiving
there were approximately 500

approximately birr for

40 babies under | relinquishment or a
18 months of cow. Gave example
age. This is one | of visiting a birth

of two transition | family and they
homes. Refer specifically asked
20 children per | her for a cow.
month
(240/year). This
is typical for
large agencies.

*It is important to note that these examples were about some of the top eight US
agencies; 7 of which are Hague accredited in the US.

These eight agencies (refer to themselves as the G8) have formed a working
group looking at PR within and outside of Ethiopia to increase positive opinion
about ICA. Each agency was asked to contribute $1000/month to pay for a
lobbyist (former judge for ICA). Not clear how many have paid, but Gladney is
leading the initiative.

Specific concerns with Addis Ababa BOWA:

1. State-run institutions (Kechene and Kebebe Tsehay): Huge increase in
number of children admitted in the past three months. It has increased
from 90 children in one institution to 250 children: many of them street
children and in need of different support.

2. Appears to not be supporting vuinerable families in crisis. Gave example
of a birth mother wanting to relinquish children to childcare institution.
BOWA said no and sent her away. Three days later, committed suicide
and children placed in childcare institution. No referral mechanism for
family support and direct social welfare services.

3. AA BOWA has forbidden direct relinquishments from childcare institutions
since June 2009. AA BOWA (Zaid) is responsible for doing referrals but
has voiced her opinion against ICA. Accused of only referring children
from State institutions once they are very ill and close to death. Not in
children’s best interest. The effects of this attitude are outlined below:

Results of this:
= One specific child care institution takes ill babies as referrais and there is
question as to whether she purposely does this to use dead babies’
documents to process children with no documentation.
* Childcare institutions and adoption agencies are moving children from
Addis and processing them in SNNPR.
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“#,...%3 1. Pregnant woman or
3. Child moved into a vulnerable family
transition home as soon identified by facilitator
as possible (most likely affiliated with childcare
in AA) and is referred to institution. Upon birth
adoptive family. Children of child, documentation
as young as 3-4 months is quickly arranged (or
leaving the country arranged before) by local

officials.
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?E} Child is immediately
“V referred to an adoption
agency BY the childcare
institution (who receives
funds per referral).

Discussion around domestic adoption:

The initial purpose of the meeting was to discuss AWAs domestic adoption
campaign. In two month they have recruited (via paid radio programming on
Radio Fana), eight Ethiopian families to adopt domestically. They are using a
home-study format closely resembling what is used in the US. The staff MSW
does a minimum of three visits to finalize the home study.

Ethiopian families are quite specific about type of child they wish to adopt and
have specified that they want total orphans. This is most likely due to fear of
biological relatives showing up at some point and reclaiming the child or
requesting money. They also have requested children from 9 months-2 years.

The representative has visited both AA BOWA and State and non-governmental
child care institutions requesting child referrals for placement in domestic
adoption. In spite of more than 4,700 children being placed in ICA last year, the
childcare institutions claim that they do not have any available chiidren for
domestic adoption.
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