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The authors used cross-sectional data from 236 male police officers in South Korea to
investigate the perceptions of women and rape myths among the sample. The authors found that
“those who had stereotypical attitudes toward women and those who had stronger beliefs in rape
survivor myths were more likely to endorse rap-supportive attributions in rape scenarios” (365).
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that acculturation will have an effect on Asian Indian immigrant women’s ability to recognize
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Luo, Tsun-Yin. “’Marrying My Rapist?!” The Cultural Trauma Among Chinese Rape
Survivors.” Gender and Society 14 (2000) 581-597.

Conducting interviews with 35 Taiwanese rape survivors, Luo sought to “[conceptualize]
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treatment programs for Chinese survivors. Overall, the article makes a distinction between the
similarity between psychological trauma of Chinese and American rape survivors and the
cultural construction of rape.

Mabhapatra, Neely. “South Asian Women in the U.S. and their Experience of Domestic
Violence.” Journal of Family Violence 27 (2012) 381-390.

Mabhapatra studied 215 women of South Asian origin in the U.S. to determine “the extent
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prevalence of violence against women in Asian and South Asian cultures and note that each
chapter is a call to action to respond to that violence. The book centers on intersections of
culture, religious ideology, and social constructions of gender to analyze how “violence is often
employed in response to this threat to reinforce the prevailing gender hierarchy” in these Asian
cultures (11).
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aesthetics in Bangladesh and argues that “feminist theorizations of rape that focus solely on the
individual woman’s body are limited, as they do not take account of the historical and political
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Pakistan, August 15, 1947. “This day...marked the worst communal violence in India’s history”
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This book is a collection of essays that focus on domestic violence in the following
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Korean American, Vietnamese American, and South Asian American. In the overview, Nguyen
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commonalities, he cites “low reporting of domestic violence to law enforcement authorities” and
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discrimination and violence against women. She claims that “efforts to remedy this situation
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Noting the similarities between Asian American culture and Asian culture regarding
attitudes toward family structure and sexuality, Okazaki, in this analysis, sought to find the
relationship between culture and sexuality in Asian American groups. She notes the more
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as well as a greater reluctance to seek out sexual or reproductive care. In the end, Okizaki found
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Omvedt, Gail. Violence Against Women: New Movements and New Theories in India. New
Delhi: Kali for Women, 1990.
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including the change that the character of a victim cannot be deemed relevant in a rape case
where the question of consent is the main issue.
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generation South Asian activists to form anti-domestic violence organizations” (231). Sahota
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particularly examining the strategies these organizations used in intervening or preventing
domestic violence in South Asian communities. Through her research, Sahota found that “these
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discuss important social issues, including gender roles, the model minority myth, and the needs
of second-generation youth” (242).
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Santhya, et al. used a cross-sectional study approach to interview and research 1,664
women in India. Their study focused on coercive or unwanted sex among young married
couples and utilized descriptive data and multinomial logistic regression to “identify the
prevalence and risk factors for occasional and frequent unwanted sex” (124). The study
determined that while 32% of young Indian married women experience unwanted sex
occasionally, 12% experience it frequently, and the risk of having unwanted sex was connected
to the amount of interaction and knowledge the couple had of each other upon time of marriage.
In other words, the more the couple knew of each other upon marriage, the lower the risk for
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considerations for individuals helping the Korean older adult community, beginning with the
definition of intimate partner violence in this community and barriers to leaving that include
traditional views of the East Asian self” (213). This article is rooted in creating culturally
competent prevention and intervention practice, particularly for older survivors of violence
between intimate partners. After considering current practice interventions, the authors move to
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University Library (2011). Paper 6394.

Claiming that there are conditions of gender inequality in India, Sohani argues that this
connects to the prevalence of intimate partner violence. Sohani assesses the following in
association with intimate partner violence at an orthopedic hospital in India: “method of
questionnaire administration, response rate, availability of community services, environment of
administration, and perspectives of health professionals regarding screening in this environment”
(1). Testing these through questionnaires, interviews, and observations, Sohani found that health
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professional were hesitant to screen for intimate partner violence and also that this methodology
can and should be replicated on a larger scale.

Supriya, K.E. Shame and Recovery: Mapping Identity in an Asian Women's Shelter. New Y ork:
Peter Lang, 2002.

This book, according to Supriya, “is an endeavor to yield meaningful and fruitful
understandings of everyday life within community and culture” by examining South Asian
women’s experiences of shame and recovery from sexual or physical violence (8). Supriya tests
“critical theories for context- and cultural specificity” through dialogues with South Asian
women in shelters (7). Through these conversations, Supriya attempts to create a different mode
of writing that will bring interpersonal communication and scholarly knowledge together. She
looks at violence against women through narrative ethnography, taking into account
intersectional identities, immigration experiences, and the relationships between culture, faith,
and power.

Wong, Janet Y.H., Agnes Tiwari, Daniel Y.T. Fong, K.H. Yuen, Janice Humphreys, and Linda
Bullock. “Intimate Partner Violence, Depressive Symptoms, and Immigration Status: Does
Existing Advocacy Intervention Work on Abused Immigrant Women in the Chinese
Community?” Journal of Interpersonal Violence 28 (2013).

Noting that the effect of intervention on abused immigrant women has not been
thoroughly studied, Wong et al. seek to examine the possible connection between immigration
status and the efficacy of advocacy intervention, specifically in reducing depressive symptoms.
The authors studied a sample of 200 abused Chinese women and found that “the advocacy
intervention was...effective at reducing depressive symptoms and improving social support for
abused Chinese nonimmigrant women, but the same effects were not seen for abused immigrant
women” (Wong et al.). Finally, the authors claim that this study can be used to further develop
services that assist or intervene in abused immigrant women’s needs.

Yamawaki, Niwako. “The Role of Rape Myth Acceptance and Belief in a Just World on Victim
Blame Attribution: A Study in Japan.” An International Journal of Psychological Sciences 52
(2009) 163-174.

Yamawaki examined Japanese college students to look at how “the moderating role of
rape myth acceptance (RMA) and belief in a just world (BJW)” have an effect “on victim blame
attribution in either an alleged stranger or date rape cases” (163). While the author does discuss
the differences between this study of Japanese instances of rape myth acceptance and those from
Western countries, he most importantly finds that “Japanese participants blamed the victim of
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date rape more than the victim of the stranger rape” and that rape myth acceptance and belief in a
just world were “significant predictors of victim blame behavior” (163).

Yoshihama, Mieko, Asha L. Parekh, and Doris Boyington. “Dating Violence in Asian/Pacific
Communities.” In Dating Violence: Young Women in Danger. Ed. Barrie Levy. Seattle: Seal,
1998, 184-195.

In this chapter, the authors are “challenging a commonly held myth in both Asian and
non-Asian communities: that is, that dating violence does not exist in Asian/Pacific
communities” (185). The authors claim that “the realities of violence against women remain
invisible in the Asian/Pacific communities, creating an illusion that violence against women does
not exist” (185). They look at adolescent dating violence rates from countries such as Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos, arguing that combining individual projects was the most effective way to
confirm that dating violence does occur within such cultures and that it is prevalent enough to be
written about. Further, they note cultural issues, immigration experiences, and sex role
differences as reasons for this invisibility and address prevention and intervention possibilities.

RELIGION:
Franiuk, Renae, and E. Ashley Shain. “Beyond Christianity: The Status of Women and Rape
Myths.” Sex Roles 65 (2011) 783-791.

This article furthers a study conducted by Katie M. Edwards, et al. (Edwards, Katie M.,
Jessica A Turchik, Christina M. Dardis, Nicole Reynolds, Christine A. Gidycz. “Rape Myths:
History, Individual and Institutional-Level Presence, and Implications for Change.” Sex Roles 65
(2011) 761-773.) arguing that many studies conducted on rape myths in religion, including
Edwards, et al., tend to ignore religions other than Christianity. Franuik and Shain argue that
“given the profound influence of religion on culture, notably the treatment of women, it is
important to go beyond Christianity in a discussion of rape myths” (783). The authors focused
specifically on religions they felt were not well represented in the critical conversation,
specifically Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism. The results of the article include the following: a
religion’s impact is greater when the religion has a strong effect on law, Islam and Hinduism
tend to play a stronger role in shaping legislation, and religious justifications for rape “to punish
rape victims for centuries” (789).

Haeri, Shahla. “The Politics of Dishonor: Rape and Power in Pakistan.” In Faith and Freedom.
Ed. Mahnaz Afkhami. New York: Syracuse University Press, 1995, 161-174.

This article looks at cases of rape in Pakistan and argues that “’political rape’ is a modern
improvisation on the theme of ‘feudal’ ‘honor rape’” (162). “Political rape,” according to Haeri,
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is a practice of raping a woman in order to shame or humiliate a political rival. While Haeri does
not necessarily examine the details of the rape, she seeks to identify political and cultural
motivations behind such violent acts. She situates these acts within Muslim culture as a way of
calling the Muslim world to action: “the Muslim world must institute humanitarian and
democratic principles consistent with equitable Islamic policies and practices toward its women”
(183). Also, she claims that the Western world must recognize these violent cultural practices in
order to advocate for victims, and “political rape” must be positioned within such larger cultural
problems as hunger and economic restructuring.

Skidmore, Monique, and Patricia Lawrence. Women and the Contested State: Religion, Violence,
and Agency in South and Southeast Asia. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2007.

Skidmore and Lawrence’s book focuses on violence in such areas of South and Southeast
Asia as India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Burma and on how these cultures connect with such
religions as Islam, Hinduism, and Theravada Buddhism to encourage or foreclose women’s
agency. The book seeks to “explore the ways in which we can move toward a productive and
innovative synthesis of studies of South and Southeast Asian women’s agency and social conflict
in the field of peace studies” (2). The contributors come from an array of disciplines including
anthropology, history, and literary studies to bring a range of analytical voices to the collection.
Most importantly, this book discusses the connection between culture and religion, as the editors
argue the latter is a “unifying element” that “can transcend gender, ethnicity, and class divisions
but can equally be used as a justification for shoring up these same social and geographic
divisions” (4).

LAW:

Rho-Ng, Elizabeth. “The Conscription of Asian Sex Slaves: Causes and Effects of U.S. Military
Sex Colonialism in Thailand and the Call to Expand U.S. Asylum Law.” Asian Law Journal 7
(2000) 103-130.

Rho-Ng argues that the military history in Southeast Asia from the 1950s to the 1970s
contributed to the development of prostitution and sex tourism in Thailand. Because of this, she
argues that “the U.S. should acknowledge its moral duty to expand its asylum laws to include
Thai women seeking relief from sex slavery and sex trafficking” (103). Holding the U.S. military
occupations responsible for assisting in building an extensive sex slave industry, Rho-Ng claims
that the U.S. has a moral and legal obligation to expanding asylum laws and removing “the
lingering biases against women by recognizing sex slavery and sex trafficking of Thai women as
grounds for awarding asylum” (103).
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Woan, Sunny. “White Sexual Imperialism: A Theory of Asian Feminist Jurisprudence.”
Washington and Lee Journal of Civil Rights and Social Justice 14 (2008) 275-301.

In this article, Woan applies cultural race and feminist theories to examine the impact of
imperialism on the creation of the hyper-sexualized stereotype of Asian woman. Woan argues
that the lingering effects of Western imperialism “present the greatest source of inequality for
diasporic Asian women today,” and the “hyper-sexualized stereotype of the Asian woman”
creates an over-prevalence of sexual violence against Asian women (275). Ultimately, Woan
claims that the “purpose of this article is to gain greater recognition from both critical race and
feminist theorists of imperialism’s role in race and gender inequality” (275).

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS:
S.2982, 111" Cong. (2010).

This congressional bill, which became the International Violence Against Women Act,
was established on December 21, 2010 and serves as an initiative “to combat international
violence against women and girls” (1). Stating that “one out of every three women throughout
the world has been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime,” the creators of
this document look to enhance training and prevention strategies, increase cooperation with non-
governmental organizations, and engage men and boys in advocating against violence against
women (38). Further, the bill states that America will increase its leadership and partnership with
the United Nations in order to address this worldwide problem.

S. Con. Res. 97, 105™ Cong. (1998).

This congressional bill was established on May 18, 1998 and expresses “the sense of
Congress concerning the human rights and humanitarian situation facing the women and girls of
Afghanistan” (1). The bill states that though war has devastated the whole country of
Afghanistan, women and girls have been particularly affected. Among other things, this bill
argues that “the use of rape as an instrument of war is considered a grave breach of the Geneva
Convention and a crime against humanity” and “there is significant credible evidence that
warring parties, factions, and powers in Afghanistan are responsible for numerous human rights
violations, including the systematic rape of women and girls” (2). For these reasons, the bill was
referred to the House of Representatives in 1998 as a means of working against this violence
against women and girls.



