
DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE 
ARE CHRISTIANS IN 
ISRAEL/PALESTINE?

BERNADETTE J. BROOTEN, ROBERT AND MYRA 
KRAFT AND JACOB HIATT PROFESSOR OF 

CHRISTIAN STUDIES, EMERITA, NEJS



JESUS AND HIS FOLLOWERS

FROM NAZARETH IN GALILEE, LIVED AND TAUGHT MAINLY IN 
GALILEE

ALSO TRAVELED TO OTHER REGIONS

WENT ON PILGRIMAGE FESTIVAL TO CELEBRATE PASSOVER, 
WHERE THE ROMAN RULER HAD JESUS CRUCIFIED 
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EUSEBIOS OF CAESAREA (CA. 260–265–CA. 339–340)

FIRST CHURCH HISTORIAN

LIKE OTHER EARLY CHRISTIAN LEADERS: IN CONVERSATION 
WITH RABBIS, LIKELY IN GREEK



CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY (4TH C./6TH C.)
BETHLEHEM

كنیسة المھد



VULGATE

EDITED AND REVISED BY 
JEROME, PAULA, AND HER 
DAUGHTER EUSTOCHIUM

IN BETHLEHEM
(LATE 4TH C.)

CODEX AMIATINUS (CA. 
700)



EMPEROR JULIAN ATTEMPTED TO REBUILD JEWISH 
TEMPLE (361–363)

CHRISTIAN LEADERS: NO: DESTRUCTIONS WAS 
PUNISHMENT FOR JEWISH REJECTION OF CHRIST

SOME JEWS: NO: A GENTILE SHOULDN’T 
PARTICIPATE IN ITS REBUILDING



GREEK ORTHODOX ST. PORPHYRIOS CHURCH ANNEX 
IN GAZA BOMBED ON OCTOBER 20, 2023, 18 KILLED



WHO WAS ST. PORPHYRY (CA. 347–420?)

BISHOP OF GAZA

LIFE OF PORPHYRY (AFTER 450–6TH C.?)

–EMPEROR ARCADIUS SENT TROOPS TO HELP PORPHYRIOS
DESTROY STATUES AND TEMPLES OF APHRODITE, MARNAS, 
HELIOS, ETC.

–PORPHYRIOS BUILT LARGE CHURCH OVER THE MARNEION
(TEMPLE OF MARNAS); PRESENT CHURCH 1150–1160  



CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE, JERUSALEM (4TH C–)

Photo by 
Gerd 
Eichmann

كنیسة القیامة



4TH-C. MONASTERIES ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, 
JERUSALEM

MELANIA THE ELDER (CA. 350–CA. 410) FUNDED AND 
FOUNDED ONE FOR WOMEN, INCLUDING HERSELF, AND 
ONE FOR RUFINUS OF AQUILEIA

RUFINUS TYRANNIUS OF AQUILEIA (CA. 345–CA. 410) 
TRANSLATED GREEK CHRISTIAN WRITINGS TO LATIN



CHURCH OF THE MULTIPLICATION/TABGHA, 
GALILEE 

4TH C. CHAPEL

5TH C. MOSAICS, CHURCH

7TH C. DESTROYED BY PERSIANS
OR IN ARAB MUSLIM CONQUEST

REBUILT A NUMBER OF TIMES

BERTHOLD WERNER, PUBLIC 
DOMAIN, VIA WIKIMEDIA  
COMMONS



ARE CHURCHES IDOLATROUS SITES? HALAKHAH

ONE MAJOR VIEW: YES

JEWS MAY NOT ENTER CHURCHES

(RAMBAM, SHACH, TOSAFOT ON ‘AVODAH ZARAH)

ANOTHER MAJOR VIEW: NO

JEWS MAY ENTER CHURCHES

(ME’IRI [1249 – 1306] ON ‘AVODAH ZARAH) 



CHRISTIAN CHURCHES AS IDOLATROUS SITES: 2015



SIDDUR ASHKENAZ WEEKDAY, SHACHARIT, ALENU

“WE THEREFORE PUT OUR HOPE IN YOU, ADONOY OUR GOD, TO 
SOON BEHOLD THE GLORY OF YOUR MIGHT IN BANISHING 
IDOLATRY FROM THE EARTH, AND THE FALSE GODS WILL BE 

UTTERLY EXTERMINATED TO PERFECT THE WORLD AS THE 
KINGDOM OF SHADAI.”

ינוּיְהֹוָה , עַל כֵּן נְקַוֶּה לְ� רֶת , אֱ�הֵֽ  �לִרְאוֹת מְהֵרָה בְּתִפְאֶֽ לְהַעֲבִיר גִּלּוּלִים  , עֻזֶּֽ
רֶץ  .לְתַקֵּן עוֹלָם בְּמַלְכוּת שַׁדַּי; וְהָאֱלִילִים כָּרוֹת יִכָּרֵתוּןמִן הָאָֽ

HTTPS://WWW.SEFARIA.ORG/



CALIPH ʿUMAR IBN AL-CHATTĀB CONQUERS 
PALESTINE (634)

GRANTS RIGHT TO CHRISTIANS , BUT LIMITS WHAT THEY 
MAY DO



LATIN CRUSADER KINGDOMS IN PALESTINE 
(1095–1290)

CRUSADERS KILLED PALESTINIAN MUSLIMS AND 
CHRISTIANS

NUMBER OF CHRISTIANS WENT DOWN



I’LL NOT GO FURTHER WITH THE HISTORY, ON 
WHICH WE HAVE SEVERAL EXPERTS AT BRANDEIS

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES HAVE LIVED IN PALESTINE 
SINCE THE 1ST C.



WHO ARE THE CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE 
TODAY?

GREEK ORTHODOX

ANTIOCHENE AND OTHER ORTHODOX

MARONITES (“ARAMAEANS,” WHICH ALSO INCLUDES SOME 
OTHERS)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

MANY DENOMINATIONS WITHIN PROTESTANTISM



WHO ARE THE CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL/PALESTINE 
TODAY?

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF THE LATTER DAY SAINTS 
(MORMONS)

EVANGELICALS FROM THE U.S., E.G., AT JERUSALEM 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

GERMAN THEOLOGY STUDENTS, STUDIUM IN ISRAEL

ARMENIAN ORTHODOX



ARMENIAN CHRISTIANS

Armenian 
Christians in 
Palestine since 
the 4th C.
Here: Armenian 
Quarter in Old 
City of 
Jerusalem



On November 5, 
2023
“Xana Gardens 
Ltd. …showed up 
with Danny 
Rothman (aka 
Danny 
Rubenstein)—the 
Australian owner 
of Xana Gardens 
Ltd. and 
allegedly 
demanded the 
Armenians’ 
expulsion.”
Armenian Weekly 
November 16, 
2023



IMPORTANT PALESTINIAN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
LEADERS

DR. HANAN ASHRAWI

BISHOP MUNIB YOUNAN

REV. DR. NAIM ATEEK

REV. DR. MITRI RAHEB

REV. DR. MUNTHER ISAAC

DR. TALA RAHEB

AREEJ MASOUD



REV. DR. MITRI RAHEB
FOUNDING PRESIDENT OF 

DAR AL-KALIMAH UNIVERSITY
BETHLEHEM

A HISTORY OF LACK OF SELF-DETERMINATION



AREEJ MASOUD
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND LEAD EDUCATOR AT 

KHAYARI/MY CHOICE: WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP AND 
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT INITIATIVE

HOW DOES A CHRISTIAN IDENTITY SUPPORT A 
PALESTINIAN IDENTITY?



REV. DR. MUNTHER ISAAC, PASTOR
DEAN OF BETHLEHEM BIBLE COLLEGE

A CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIAN ZIONISTS


	Did you know that there are Christians in Israel/Palestine?
	Jesus and his followers
	Map of Synagogues in Roman-Byzantine Palestine �Lee Levine. The Ancient Synagogue
	Israel Exploration Society’s Map of Excavated Churches�in Roman/Byzantine Palestine 
	Eusebios of Caesarea (ca. 260–265–ca. 339–340)
	Church of the Nativity (4th C./6th C.)�bethlehem
	Vulgate��Edited and revised by Jerome, Paula, and her daughter eustochium in Bethlehem�(late 4th C.)��Codex Amiatinus (ca. 700)�
	Emperor julian attempted to rebuild Jewish Temple (361–363)
	Greek Orthodox St. Porphyrios Church annex in Gaza bombed on October 20, 2023, 18 killed
	Who was St. Porphyry (ca. 347–420?)
	Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem (4th C–)
	4th-c. Monasteries on the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem
	Church of the Multiplication/Tabgha, Galilee 
	Are Churches Idolatrous Sites? Halakhah 
	Christian Churches as idolatrous sites: 2015
	Siddur Ashkenaz Weekday, Shacharit, Alenu�
	Caliph ʿUmar ibn al-Chattāb conquers Palestine (634)��Grants right to Christians , but limits what they may do�
	Latin Crusader Kingdoms in Palestine �(1095–1290)��Crusaders killed Palestinian Muslims and Christians��Number of Christians went down
	I’ll not go further with the history, on which we have several experts at Brandeis��Christian communities have lived in Palestine since the 1st C.
	Who are the Christians in Israel/Palestine today?
	Who are the Christians in Israel/Palestine today?
	   Armenian Christians
	Slide Number 23
	Important Palestinian Christian Thought Leaders
	Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb�Founding President of �Dar al-kalimah university�Bethlehem��A history of lack of self-determination
	���Areej Masoud�Executive Director and Lead Educator at Khayari/My Choice: Women’s Leadership and Economic empowerment initiative��How does a Christian identity support a Palestinian identity?���
	Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac, Pastor�Dean of Bethlehem Bible college��A challenge to Christian zionists

