
 
 

MLA Citation Guide 

This document is excerpted from the Harvard Guide to Using Sources except where noted. 

Begin your Works Cited section on a new page after your last page of text. Works should be listed in 
alphabetical order by the first author’s last name. If there is no author, alphabetize by the title of the 
work. For entries that require URLs, note that all URLs must be Permalinks, available in OneSearch and 
most databases. Only include works that are specifically cited in the text. 

Book, Single Author 
Author, book title, name of publisher, date of publication, URL (permalink) or DOI (digital object identifier) 
if you accessed the book online. All words in the title should be capitalized unless they are prepositions, 
articles, or coordinating conjunctions. DO capitalize prepositions and articles if first word.  

• Self, Robert. American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland. Princeton UP, 2003. 

Book, Multiple authors 
Use "and" before the final author's name. Reverse the first and last name for the first author only, and 
separate each author's name with a comma. If the book has three or more authors, use only the first 
author's name, followed by a comma and et al. List multi-author articles in the same way. 

• Mearsheimer, John J., and Stephen M. Walt. The Israel Lobby. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007. 
• Bernstein, Douglas, et al. Psychology. 8th ed. Houghton Mifflin, 2008. 

Book Retrieved Online (ebook)  
• Van Dunk, Emily, and Anneliese Dickman. School Choice and the Question of Accountability: The 

 Milwaukee Experience. Yale UP, 2003. Yale Scholarship Online, 2013. Accessed 1 Aug. 
 2018. doi: 10.12987/yale/9780300099423.001. 

Book Chapter in an Anthology; An Article in an Edited Book 
• Rehak, Jay. "Go Back and Circle the Verbs." City Kids, City Teachers: Reports from the Front Lines. 

 Edited by William Ayers and Patricia Ford. New Press, 1996, pp. 270-85. 

Article in a Scholarly Journal 
Author, title of article, title of journal, issue and volume numbers, year of publication (and month or 
season if available), and page number(s) (preceded by “p.” or “pp.”). If you access it online, include either 
the URL or the DOI. If the journal does not use volume numbers, list only the issue number. Always prefer 
the PDF version of the article (not HTML), if available, with the original format and page numbers. 

• Mead, Lawrence M. "Toward a Mandatory Work Policy." The Future of Children, vol. 17, no. 2, Fall 
 2007, pp. 43-72. 

If the journal is published only online, include the URL. If there are no page numbers, simply omit. 
• Hyland, Rivka B. "Across Traditions: The Commentaries of al-Fārābī and Aquinas on Aristotle’s De 

 Interpretatione." Journal of Comparative Theology, vol. 6, no. 1, June 2016, pp. 32-43. 
 Accessed 1 Aug. 2018. www.comparativetheology.org/wp-
 content/uploads/2016/06/jct_v6i1.pdf  

https://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/mla
http://www.comparativetheology.org/wp-%09content/uploads/2016/06/jct_v6i1.pdf
http://www.comparativetheology.org/wp-%09content/uploads/2016/06/jct_v6i1.pdf
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Article in a print journal retrieved online 
List the database in italics as well as the URL or DOI.  

• Schmidtke, Sabine. “The Muslim Reception of Biblical Materials.” Islam and Christian–Muslim 
 Relations, vol. 22, no. 3, July 2011, pp. 249-274. Researchgate, Accessed 1 Aug. 2018. 
 doi:10.1080/09596410.2011.568810. 

Entry in a Reference Work (from Doug Kirshen) 
• Bossen, Claus. "beauty." The Oxford Companion to the Body. Edited by Colin Blakemore and Sheila 

 Jennett, Oxford UP, 2001. Oxford Reference, 2003. Accessed 1 Aug. 2018. https://www-
 oxfordreference-
 com.resources.library.brandeis.edu/view/10.1093/acref/9780198524038.001.0001/acref-
 9780198524038-e-87. 

Article in a newspaper or magazine: Print, Online, Online via Database 
• Bosman, Julie. "Palin Breaking Out of Cocoon." The New York Times, 21 Oct. 2008, late ed., p. A19. 
• Borsuk, Alan. "20,000 Students Now Use Vouchers." Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 9 Nov. 2008. 

 Accessed 1 Aug. 2018. www.jsonline.com/news/education/34184444.html. 
• Evans, Thayer. "Bruised and Beaten, Favre Is Again Unsure of Future." The New York Times, 25 

 Jan. 2010, late ed., p D6. Accessed 14 Mar. 2019. https://www.advance-lexis-
 com.resources.library.brandeis.edu/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:
 7XMN-3JS1-2PBB-201P-00000-00&context=1516831. 

Anonymous article 
• "An Unusual Visit to Court." The British Medical Journal, vol. 340, no. 7746, 2010, 599. 

Content on a Website 
Content that doesn’t replicate print publication such as a scholarly journal. Include as many of the 
following as available: 

1. Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. 
2. Title of the work, in italics for an independent work (Exposé: Writing from the Harvard 

Community) or in quotation marks for an entry within a larger work ("The Paradox of Early 
American Protestantism"). 

3. Title of the website in italics, if different from the title of the work (The Purdue OWL Family of 
Sites). Edited by [First Name, Last Name]. Version or edition #, Publisher of site, Date of 
publication. URL or DOI. Date of access. 

• Wortzel, Joshua. "The Paradox of Early American Protestantism." Exposé: Writing from the 
 Harvard Community, Harvard College Writing Program, Sept. 2010, 
 http://www.expose.fas.harvard.edu/issues/issue_2010/wortzel.html. 19 July 2016. 

Entire Websites 
When citing an entire website—as opposed to just an element on a website, like an article or a 
comment—cite the full range of editors involved, years over which the website was created, etc. 

• The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2021, 
 https://owl.purdue.edu/writinglab/the_writing_lab_at_purdue.html. Accessed 20 Aug. 
 2021. 

  

http://www.jsonline.com/news/education/34184444.html
http://www.expose.fas.harvard.edu/issues/issue_2010/wortzel.html.%2019%20July%202016
https://owl.purdue.edu/writinglab/the_writing_lab_at_purdue.html
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Tweets 
Use handle as author, include entire text: 

• @cdiersing. “One thing I find challenging is remembering not to subscribe to How Stuff Works 
type-content because I don't care but sometimes forget that.” Twitter, 23 June 2016, 12:41 a.m., 
https://www.twitter.com/cdiersing/status/745884525918584832. 

YouTube Videos (Excerpted from the Purdue OWL) 
Video and audio sources need to be documented using the same basic guidelines for citing print sources 
in MLA style. Include as much information as necessary to help readers understand type and nature of 
source. If the author is different from the uploader’s name, cite the author’s name before the title. 

• “8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 June 2016, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs. 

• McGonigal, Jane. “Gaming and Productivity.” YouTube, uploaded by Big Think, 3 July 2012, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E. 

For YouTube videos embedded in other pages, include both URLs. Right-click embedded video to get URL. 

• “Dove Evolution.” www.dove.com/us/en/stories/campaigns/evolution.html. YouTube, uploaded 
by Dove US, 1 April 2014, youtu.be/Q5qZedMTkkE. 

Formatting Works Cited 
Center the title—Works Cited—at top of first page. Double space, no extra space between entries. After 
first line of each entry, indent ½ inch. See the MLA’s Formatting a Research Paper and this MLA Sample 
Paper. 

MLA In-Text Citations (adapted from Harvard Guide to Using Sources) 
Parenthetical citations should be as concise as possible while clearly pointing your reader to the 
appropriate citation in your list of works cited. Every work cited in the paper must be included in Works 
Cited. 

Parenthetical citations in the text of your paper refer reader to full citations in “Works Cited.” Use 
parenthetical citations when you paraphrase, quote, or otherwise refer to a source. Include author's last 
name and page number(s) without comma. When a citation appears at the end of a sentence, the period 
comes outside parentheses. If the citation is within a sentence, the punctuation follows the citation. 

• Supreme Court precedent regarding the constitutionality of granting union members the exclusive 
right to participate in collective bargaining turns on the question of "how to protect the rights of 
nonunion members without violating the rights of union members or damaging the effectiveness 
of the collective-bargaining process" (Imber 472). 

• The Court has considered the constitutionality of granting unions the exclusive right to participate 
in collective bargaining in two cases (Imber 972-81). 

To refer to an entire work, use the author's last name only. 
• One study of two large districts shows that unions do not dominate school board elections 

(Adams). 

If the text of your paper makes it clear that you are referring to a particular work, there is no need to 
repeat the author's name in a parenthetical citation; instead, you can cite the page number(s) only. 
Furthermore, you can omit the parenthetical citation entirely if you refer to the entire work. 

• Adams argues that, rather than being dominated by unions, school board candidates form 
fundraising coalitions" based on personal connections between candidates and contributors 
formed through social relationships … or civic networks" (413). 

https://www.twitter.com/cdiersing/status/745884525918584832
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E
http://www.dove.com/us/en/stories/campaigns/evolution.html
https://mlahandbookplus.org/books/book/5/chapter/56247/Introduction-to-Formatting-Your-Research-Project
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_sample_paper.html
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• Adams's study of two large school districts shows that unions do not dominate the financing of 
school board elections. 

If your list of works cited includes multiple works by the same author, identify the title of the work, 
shortened if necessary, after the author's name. Include the page number if you refer to a specific page. 

• One union-endorsed candidate publicly disagreed with the teachers' union on a number of issues 
(Borsuk, "Board Hopefuls" 67). 

If your list of works cited includes sources by multiple authors with the same last name, identify them in 
your parenthetical citations by first initial and last name or, if necessary, first and last name. 

• One parent expresses the belief that waves of reform in special education have produced little 
change in most teachers' classroom practice (M. Carr 77). 

To attribute a point to multiple sources, list them together in one parenthetical citation, separated by 
semicolons. Include page numbers if you refer to specific pages in each work.  

• Students who possess cultural capital, measured by proxies like involvement in literature, art, and 
classical music, tend to perform better in school (Bourdieu and Passeron 17; Dumais; Orr 22). 

To refer to a work that has no author, cite the title or the first few words of the title. 
• The newspaper praised the school board's efforts to promote reform ("Our School Board"). 

More Details About Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author (from Purdue OWL) 
If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a shortened title for the particular work 
from which you are quoting to distinguish it from the others. Put short titles of books in italics and short 
titles of articles in quotation marks. 

Citing two articles by the same author: 

• Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small children ("Too Soon" 38), 
though he has acknowledged elsewhere that early exposure to computer games does lead to 
better small motor skill development in a child's second and third year ("Hand-Eye Development" 
17). 

Citing two books by the same author: 

• Murray states that writing is "a process" that "varies with our thinking style" (Write to Learn 6). 
Additionally, Murray argues that the purpose of writing is to "carry ideas and information from 
the mind of one person into the mind of another" (A Writer Teaches Writing 3). 

If the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence: 

Format your citation with the author's name followed by a comma, followed by a shortened title of the 
work, followed, when appropriate, by page numbers: 

• Visual studies, because it is such a new discipline, may be "too easy" (Elkins, "Visual Studies" 63). 
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