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Avoiding Plagiarism 
As discussed, one important step in avoiding plagiarism is to keep track of your sources. This can be especially tricky when using mostly electronic sources. 
Students often think that they will be able to keep track of their sources. However, even during the research paper, many of you noted that you had read it in “one of the articles.” As the number of sources increases, it gets more and more difficult to remember where you read something (let alone how it was worded, etc.). This can lead to inadvertent mosaic plagiarism.
Tips for keeping track of sources:

1.  When you save a PDF of a journal article, give it a meaningful name and make sure you put it into a specially labeled folder on your computer where you'll be able to find it. This practice will make it easier to go back and find that source again, and to double check citations. Also use Zotero.
2.  If you use a book chapter, you should copy the relevant pages and save them for future reference.

3.  If you have read an article and are not sure whether you will use it, still save it in this special folder. Plagiarism can occur more easily when you are trying to cite something that you “read somewhere…”

( For the research paper, you will be expected to keep track of your sources. In order to do this, please use Zotero or create a folder on your personal computer where you save all of your sources; if you do not have a personal computer, you should print copies of your sources. You should be able to locate any source again, as needed.
Tips for avoiding accidental plagiarism:

4.  Take notes on your sources – include quotations and page numbers in your notes. Make sure that it is clear in your notes if you are NOT rephrasing the language from the original source. NEVER cut and paste from article into your notes (and if you do, mark the quotation / page number immediately.

5.  When writing your draft (or outline), it can be helpful to put away the original source material, so it is less tempting to borrow language from the source. Be sure to reword all citations fully – your goal is to capture the meaning of the source, not the literal language. After you have written your paragraph/sentence, it can be helpful to go back and make sure that you have altered the language sufficiently.
( As I read your research paper draft/revision, I will be checking for mosaic plagiarism. This means that I am looking to make sure that all ideas from external sources are cited, and that I may sometimes return to the original source to make sure that you have appropriately changed the language of cited prose. This is standard practice for your professors.

