ESSAY 2:  RESEARCH PAPER

The research essay builds on the first essay because you will use multiple lenses and close reading to make an argument. For this essay, choose a text focused on a bioethical dilemma: this will be your primary text, and it can be any genre (book, news article, film television series, painting etc...). Next, identify research questions about the reasons the issue is portrayed in a particular way or ways: what does the author emphasize or omit? Finally, use your questions as a guide to make an argument about how your text reflects societal values and norms. For example, if you are interested in the bioethics of mental illness and Siddhartha’s Mukherjee’s prologue from The Gene is your primary text, you might ask how mental illness is regarded and treated differently in India and America. Why does Mukherjee’s father refuse to acknowledge mental illness in his extended family? How does the father’s attitude differ from Siddhartha’s? What kinds of treatments are available to Mukherjee’s uncles? Research into the answers to these questions might lead to an argument about the cultural values and norms in Indian culture regarding mental illness. In other words, your research essay might be a close reading of the prologue that uses multiple outside sources to support the argument.
For this essay, first choose a text that raises a bioethical issue. Examples of these issues fall into broad categories including: reproductive health, experimentation with and use of genes, child health and maltreatment, dealing with terminal illness, allocation of health resources, mental illness, experimental treatments and privacy issues

After identifying and researching the issue raised by your text (i.e., physician assisted suicide), make an argument about the how the representation of the issue in your text reflects societal values and norms. I strongly encourage you to choose a bioethical topic about which you have not yet formed an opinion. This essay should truly explore an area with which you are not familiar rather than use research to rubberstamp an opinion that you have already formed. Most importantly, you will be doing a close reading of a primary text that uses outside research to bolster your argument. You can choose a text from the list below or find one on your own as long as you clear it with me first.
Case studies (find a news article on the case; this will be your primary text):

· Unauthorized use of genealogy databases: Joseph James DeAngelo, aka the Golden State Killer, who committed 12 murders and 50 rapes between 1974 and 1986. He was caught in April of 2018 using DNA evidence derived from relatives’ genealogy results, which were used without their knowledge or authorization.

· Forced sterilization of the disabled, poor, and people of color in California through the 1970s (https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/11/us/california-reparations-eugenics.html?searchResultPosition=1).

· Gene experimentation: He Jiankui, a Chinese scientist who created the first gene edited babies (Nana and Lulu) using a technology called CRISPR by eliminating the father’s HIV-positive gene.

· Gene therapy and sickle cell anemia: FDA halts trials because of possible cancer-related cases: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/22/health/sickle-cell-gene-therapy-bluebird.html
· Child health and maltreatment: Charlie Gard, was an 11 month old brain dead baby whose parents wanted to keep him on life support against the wishes of his doctors.

· Terminal illness: Brittany Maynard was a 29 year old diagnosed with brain cancer who moved from California to Oregon to access “Death with Dignity.”

· Defining death: Jahi McMath, a 13 year old girl, suffered severe complications from a routine tonsillectomy in 2013 after which her doctors declared her “brain dead.” Her parents, however, disagreed and insisted that she be kept on a ventilator.

· Allocation of health resources: In Alaska, deciding who lives and who dies in COVID crisis: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/03/us/coronavirus-crisis-alaska.html
· Rationing ventilators for COVID patients in Texas (https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/12/us/covid-treatment-ecmo.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage).

· Organ donation from living donors: Paul Hawks donated a part of his liver to his ailing brother-in-law. Unfortunately, Hawks died from the surgery; his brother-in-law died shortly thereafter even with the new liver because of advanced cancer. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/nyregion/coronavirus-doctors-patients.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage. Also see NYT article on organ trafficking in Afghanistan: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/06/world/asia/selling-buying-kidneys-afghanistan.html
· Privacy issues: Han Nguyen, a 25-year-old graduate student at MIT who committed suicide. School officials were aware of his mental health struggles but were not permitted to share their knowledge with the family who contended that they could have prevented the suicide had they been aware of the situation.
· Conflicts of interest: Dr. Jose Baselga, a top breast cancer researcher at Sloan Kettering, received large payments from pharmaceutical companies.
Books: 

· The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down by Anne Fadiman: chronicles the struggles of a Hmong refugee family from Laos and their interactions with the health care system in Merced, California
· The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot: the story of Henrietta Lacks, an African American woman who was diagnosed with cervical cancer after the birth of her fifth child. Without her knowledge or consent, her doctors harvested her cells and used them to create HeLa, an immortal line of cells that led to many groundbreaking scientific discoveries.
· The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon: a work of fiction about a boy with autism
· The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Gilman Perkins: A short story about the descent of a young woman into madness.
· Brain on Fire by Susannah Cahalan: details Cahalan's struggle with a rare autoimmune disease and her recovery.

Films:

· Philadelphia (1993): Fearing it would compromise his career, lawyer Andrew Beckett (Tom Hanks) hides his homosexuality and HIV status at a powerful Philadelphia law firm.

· A Beautiful Mind (2001): Based on a true story of John Nash, a brilliant mathematician, who is diagnosed late in life with paranoid schizophrenia
Podcasts:
· Dr. Death podcast

· When humans are asked to play God: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/radiolab/id152249110?i=1000580820817
Television/streaming episodes

· The Act (on Hulu)—the story of a child who murders her mother because the mother tries to poison the child. This is called “Munchausen by proxy”

· Diagnosis (on Netflix): each episode focuses on a different person with a mystery illness.

· The Pharmacist (Netflix)
Paintings

· “Christina’s World” (Andrew Wyeth)

·  “The Scream” (Edvard Munch)

·  “The Anatomy Lesson” (Rembrandt)
·  “The Gross Clinic” (Thomas Eakins)
You are welcome to use bioethical issues listed above for your research topic, but please feel free to keep looking. You will spend a lot of time on this essay, so find something that truly interests you! 
For your research you must use a minimum of four sources (your case does not count as a research source). Your research should come from reputable, peer-reviewed publications. 
This will be the longest and most time-consuming paper of the semester and will thus require significant preparation and thought. You will be developing your own interpretive framework based on the scholarly work of others. This resembles lens analysis—you’ll be using others’ ideas to produce an informed reading of your argument—but with an important difference: here, you’ll be creating a new lens of your own making, one that borrows elements from, reacts against, and synthesizes multiple lenses into an original critical stance.  Be sure to locate sources that both agree and disagree with your claims so that you can anticipate counter-arguments in your paper. Your paper should follow MLA formatting guidelines.

Essay length: 10-12 pages 

The first draft of the essay must be submitted electronically to your peers and me no later than 11:55 PM on Monday, 11/27. Essays must use 1-inch margins and 12 point Times New Roman font. Do not enlarge your punctuation—I can tell. Essays must have a title, be double-spaced and have page numbers. 

GOALS OF THE ESSAY
In addition to continuing work on the goals of the lens essay, this assignment asks you to:

Integrate primary and secondary source material.  You should not simply report the findings of your research, as you would in a literature review or book report, but incorporate them into your argument as evidence or motive.  Remember, a quotation never speaks for itself—you must spell out its implications and relevance for your reader.

Close with a conclusion that draws out the implications of your argument and shows where the process of the paper has taken us.  Your essay should walk us through a developing process of thought, rather than offer an already-decided idea.  Thus, your conclusion should show us where we end up after following the steps of your thought process—a different place than where you begin in your introduction.  Remember:  your motive brings you from the outside world into the writing space of your essay; it can help you find your way back out, too.

Transition logically and smoothly from paragraph to paragraph and idea to idea.  A transitional topic sentence does the double duty of 1) encapsulating the main idea of its paragraph, and 2) smoothly transitioning from the last idea of the previous paragraph.  A topic sentence will ensure that each paragraph proves a specific claim and that your paper has an overall logical flow.  Remember that transition occurs not only on the rhetorical level but also on the content level.  Use signposting and reflection to help move your reader from one idea to the next and to show the developing thought process your essay records.

Title your paper.  Titles should be eye-catching—they’re the first opportunity you have to hook your reader—and informative, hinting at the overall focus and aim of your paper.  

PRE-DRAFT 2.1:  RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Good research is driven by analytical questions. However, in order to know what questions to ask, it is necessary to learn what research already exists on your topic. What are the gaps in the literature? What conflicts exist? Why do these questions matter? How will you manage to insert yourself into the larger conversation on your topic?

Therefore, in preparation for the draft of the multi-source research paper, please prepare a research proposal. As noted on the syllabus, the research proposal is not graded for quality, but on completion. If you fully execute all requested components of the proposal, you will receive full credit (10% of the final grade).

Your proposal should include the following sections in this order:

1. Introduction to the project (~1 paragraph)

Provide an introduction to your chosen topic. Attempt to frame for the reader what you’re planning to explore and why this topic is interesting. There likely will not be a thesis yet, since your research will not be complete (but there could be a preliminary thesis).

2. Preliminary literature review (~1-2 pages)

Based on your preliminary foray into the literature, synthesize for the reader what you have learned about your topic. What does the initial literature seem to show? What questions are unanswered? What conflicts or contradictions exist in the literature (e.g., some medical literature suggests that obesity is a medical condition while other literature argues that the condition is psychosocial. How do we resolve this seeming contradiction? How does our perspective influence our choice of treatment?) 
Don’t be afraid of complications – messiness is an opportunity to intervene. NOTE: you should be citing the literature at the sentence-level in this section.

3. Library research method (~1 page)

How will you research this topic? What types of searches will you want to do? What information will you seek out? What keywords might you use? What discipline will be your primary lens? Don’t rush past this section – really consider your plan for your research.

4. Significance / motive (~1-2 paragraphs)

What do you hope to accomplish with your research? What is the larger motivation for exploring this topic? Why does the research matter? Think about why a reader might want to know about this topic.

5. Weekly timeline (~1/2 page)

In order to facilitate your research over the remainder of the semester, please come up with a week-by-week plan for how you will approach your research. What do you plan to do each week? Be specific. To help with your timeline, see below for due dates and conferences:

: Research proposal due

: Conferences


: Draft due
: Revision due
6. References and Process Documentation (minimum of 3-4 sources)
In this section, provide the full citation for the sources included in the literature review (in APA format). In addition, please document your research process for each source, e.g.:
 
· Where did you find the article/source (which database? On LATTE? In the references of another source? By searching in the ‘cited by’ tab from another source)?
· What keywords did you use if you found it in a search?
· Can you use this source to help you find additional sources? How?
· Provide a screen capture of your discovery of the source.
Due: by 11:55 pm on Wednesday, 11/1   
Student quote: “I feel that this proposal was able to really ground my thoughts pertaining to what I want to do with this essay. Before writing it, I did not have a very good idea of the direction that I wanted to go in, but the proposal really allowed me to think about it in depth and generate ideas for the paper.”
Pre-draft 2.2: Introduction

Write the introduction to your research essay, which should include the following:
· A hook to open the essay (anecdote, quotation, description of your issue)

· A summary of your new article if you did not open the essay with this

· A framing of the bioethical issue: what are the stakes, and why is this important?

· The research question(s) your essay will explore/the problem or gap that you’ve identified or the conventional wisdom that you’ll be challenging (your motive)

· The thesis of the essay
Due on Sunday, November 12 by 5:00 PM
Pre-Draft 2.3:  Rough Draft Outline
As you did for the close reading and lens essays, you will write a comprehensive outline to ensure that your paper has a logical structure and evidence that is relevant to your argument.  Again, each paragraph should have a separate claim that supports the thesis, as well as evidence and analysis.  In order to organize your paragraphs you will have to select and analyze quotations.  The argument should develop as the paper unfolds.  In other words, paragraphs should not be interchangeable.  The outline should follow the format below:

I.  Introduction


A. Motive

B.  Thesis

II. Paragraph #1 (Background information)

A. Topic Sentence

B. Contextualization: For research paragraphs, name the author of the source, his or her credentials and the name of the source. For close reading paragraphs, tell the reader what is happening in the case study.

C. Evidence: include the quotation and the page number

D. Analysis: restate the quotation in your own words for research paragraphs or give a brief summary of how you plan to analyze the quotation.

E. Relevance: a brief statement of how the evidence relates to your thesis

III.  Paragraph #2

A. Topic Sentence
B. A. Topic Sentence

C. B. Contextualization: For research paragraphs, name the author of the source, his or her credentials and the name of the source. For close reading paragraphs, tell the reader what is happening in the case study.

D. C. Evidence: include the quotation and the page number

E. D. Analysis: restate the quotation in your own words for research paragraphs or give a brief summary of how you plan to analyze the quotation.
F. Relevance: a brief statement of how the evidence relates to your thesis
Etc… for ALL of the body paragraphs.  
Final Roman numeral:  Conclusion—what are the larger implications of your argument?  
Due on Wednesday, 11/15 by 11:55 PM

ESSAY 2: ROUGH DRAFT COVER LETTER
Please write a draft cover letter, addressed to your readers, in which you answer the following questions and present any other concerns that you have.  This letter should be typed and should be about three-quarters to a full page long, single-spaced.  Attach it to the front of your essay.

· What do you see as your thesis or main idea?  What is your motive?

· How well do you feel you have used sources in this paper?  Which sources work best? Which feel like they need more work?
· Describe your brainstorming and drafting process: what tools (i.e.,  Grammarly, AI etc..) or strategies did you use, and how did you use them ? 

· What are the biggest problems you’re having at this point in the writing process?  What have you accomplished most successfully?

· What’s the number one concern about your essay—thesis, structure, use of evidence, persuasiveness, style and so on—that you’d like your readers to focus their comments on for you?

· When you revise, what the one biggest thing you intend to focus on?  How?
Draft of Essay #2 plus cover letter due electronically on latte and in a google doc to your peers by 11:55 PM Monday, 11/27. 

ESSAY 2: PEER REVIEW
Your goal during peer review is to offer the writer constructive comments that will help him or her revise, literally to “see again,” from a fresh perspective.  This is an opportunity to help your partner become a better writer by pushing for true revision, rather than cosmetic tweaking.  As you carefully read each essay you have been given:

· Draw a line under awkwardly expressed sentences and phrases whose meanings are unclear.

· Write marginal notes to the writer on anything that puzzles you, explaining why.

· Label the topic of each paragraph; if you cannot determine the topic, put a question mark.

After you have marked it up, read the essay one more time and then write a letter in which you address the following questions:

1.  Thesis and motive:  What is the essay’s thesis or controlling idea?  How compelling is the thesis?  How arguable is it?   What motivating idea from the list distributed in class do you feel this paper adopts, if any?  What is the essay’s motive?  Restate these in your own words.  Don’t assume the writer knows what his or her own essay is about!

2.  Conclusion:  Where does the essay end up, in comparison to where it starts?  Does the conclusion indicate a development in thought during the course of the paper?  Does it pursue implications, identify limitations, and come full circle?  Or is it redundant?  Does it suddenly raise a new point or make grand, overstated claims?  How could the author improve his or her conclusion?

3.  Sources, Quotation, and Citation:  How has the writer incorporated material from his or her sources into the flow of the paper?  How many sources are used?  Are they used substantially or simply inserted for the sake of the assignment?  How well are quotations explained and analyzed?  Are there any MLA citation mistakes?

4.  Transitions:  Do topic sentences logically and effectively transition from the previous paragraph?  Is the essay stitched together well?  Do any of the topic sentences fail to capture the major idea of the paragraph?  In those cases, is the paragraph about something else or something more elaborate, or is there more than one major idea in the paragraph?

The writer has asked you one or more questions in their cover letter.  What answers do you have to offer?  Be prepared not only to review your feedback with the author in class, but also to point out specific examples and discuss concrete revision possibilities.

Post your peer review letters to latte and and email your peers their letters and marked up essays no later than 5 PM on Tuesday, 11/28. 
Revised Essay 2 and Cover Letter 
Each time you hand in a revision, you’ll hand in a cover letter along with it and your peer reviews. Write this in letter form addressed to the reader (i.e., “Dear Reader”).  For Essay 3, please answer the following questions and discuss any other concerns you have. Write this in letter form addressed to the reader (i.e., “Dear Reader”). The letter should be on the first page of your essay. 
1. What is your thesis?  How has it changed from draft to revision?

2. What changes have you made? Why?
3. What are you most pleased about in this revision?

4. What would you work on, if you had the chance to keep revising?
5. What was your process for revising the essay? What tools did you use, and how did you use them (i.e., Grammarly, AI etc..)?

6. What was the most challenging in your drafting and revision process?  How did you approach those challenges?

7. Choose two “Elements of the Academic Essay” (Gordon Harvey)—one that you think works well, and one that feels less successful—and describe, in each case, why.
Be sure to re-read the information on grading criteria to make sure your paper fulfills the requirements. 

Due on Wednesday, 12/6 by 11:55 PM in your portfolio
