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Dear GSAS Alums,

Here on campus, we are most of the way through the semester. The chill in the air
still feels a little wintry, but the calendar doesn't lie and we're now just a bit over a
month away from April break and then a quick turn-about to finals. Personally, this
is one of my favorite times of year as our clocks leap forward, the sun is still up at
the end of the work day, and as flowers begin to emerge the campus shakes off
the grays of winter for the polychrome showiness of spring. It's all very
celebratory - and foreshadows the great celebration of commencement to come.
In that same spirit, I invite you to read closely our March newsletter, which
celebrates all that is going on across campus led with, by, and for our graduate
community. As always, we welcome you to participate in our on-campus
happenings, and hope you enjoy reading about all that our current students and
your fellow alums are doing.

Yours,

Charles Golden
 

1. Stories from GSAS
 

Abigail Arnold

Abigail Arnold
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Jinmin Lee, PhD '14, Shares Philosophy Tales with
Children

 

Jinmin Lee earned her PhD in Politics from Brandeis in 2014.
Since then, she has written several successful Korean
books. Her most recent book, Philo and Sophie Leave the
Cave, came out in 2023. The book is aimed at teaching
children about famous philosophers and their ideas.
(Illustration by Sae-byul Kim.)

English PhD Students Think Outside the Dissertation
Box

 

In the wake of 2020, responding to changes in the world and
in academic job markets, Brandeis’s English faculty decided
to change the structure and requirements of their PhD
program. Among these changes? Allowing dissertations
beyond the traditional book-length manuscript that the
discipline usually demands. With the new curriculum coming
into effect in 2021, the fruits of this change are now
appearing in dissertations that take a wide range of forms.
(Image credit: Nayoung Kim.)

2023-24 DEIS Scholars Share Their GSAS Experiences

 

The DEIS Scholarship, funded in part by the A. Philip
Randolph Fellowship, supports students from historically
underrepresented backgrounds, including first-generation
college students, as well as students who have a history of
activism in support of underrepresented communities. Here,
we profile the four first-year PhDs and two second-year
master's students who are participating in the program.

Brandeis Three Minute Thesis Winner Liz Mahon
Journeys to Nationals

 

This past December, Liz Mahon finished the fall semester
with a bang by traveling to the nation’s capital to try out her
three minute thesis on a new audience. Accompanied by
Alyssa Canelli, Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs for GSAS,
and by Ollie the Owl, Liz was ready to compete in the finals
for the North American 3MT Competition, hosted by the
Council of Graduate Schools (CGS). (Photo credit: Alyssa
Canelli.)

https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIX3YLInEr5ICF0xTuozls0kaPV9uL5J-nrdgzeu3te0nMvjDdWlrS-SAHnW7c6DXyL80RGYHj9GlylIiqCw-OncyrtYfvEXXwibj2xgXSsqoYcFqW2d2hlMgNHultDsEO6xamnMwtZIQgaiAETtMiaRY77JW2qU_jYGaik_DkKgE/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h0/h001.xie3zDL0OKsdsfVBzhHrjAFnJvlzsviaQjW8gcN39fg
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIX3YLInEr5ICF0xTuozls0kaPV9uL5J-nrdgzeu3te0nMvjDdWlrS-SAHnW7c6DXyL80RGYHj9GlylIiqCw-OncyrtYfvEXXwibj2xgXSsqoYcFqW2d2hlMgNHultDsEO6xamnMwtZIQgaiAETtMiaRY77JW2qU_jYGaik_DkKgE/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h0/h001.xie3zDL0OKsdsfVBzhHrjAFnJvlzsviaQjW8gcN39fg
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIJ-zQFJBURTaLtmZkiXjmtQywKtS7QTHXaCV4E2TB6eSHlkcdqJ-EwP6vDL1SKvHg6W-xIWdAGDmHunKgmyXLrdqENU_Dv3r_AiNIXk5BSARgV_q1Ew6xPmL09Y9s-mZFt_n2GD85SQnRpwBck-CMzH-mhxxqrwgGNkxthm4kEEclqTBcEKSsWipFCBILJLyG/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h1/h001.4ERog9i8ZP_8JwpMlU-Wt-bf5McorLYSyfDfhxFokIg
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIJ-zQFJBURTaLtmZkiXjmtQywKtS7QTHXaCV4E2TB6eSHlkcdqJ-EwP6vDL1SKvHg6W-xIWdAGDmHunKgmyXLrdqENU_Dv3r_AiNIXk5BSARgV_q1Ew6xPmL09Y9s-mZFt_n2GD85SQnRpwBck-CMzH-mhxxqrwgGNkxthm4kEEclqTBcEKSsWipFCBILJLyG/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h1/h001.4ERog9i8ZP_8JwpMlU-Wt-bf5McorLYSyfDfhxFokIg
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIzwkQONagsks7uL3M0JLAwH_lbVSUCwY0wDQ_3beVM_Q1UNpcA2wlP3V_9zylUboxLAFUFZC6-HWjjCZOffCcOvHg3TUB9HwE40AUAZH9d2UODync8wkRy9xD1Tfn2uNovRwDsYCgTchnHoSZqgTSrUwyk--7d-JlRGDbNml35No/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h2/h001.l_kxi2jhFYeujil70E2LCfZj7HXDKVzJpJVaXo0E6zk
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KI2J0ukSNUHkTpGnsJor2nyun2wWXDL2cz1Aah320va3nNvmwZr4mJjsmYobCFuEWw1HQUIJIRpyN02iuWdb84R4Y9oKAuPI8aq2xBrGeESKJ7jEADmmV0O4xVimQoPqcrFZiRDYWN0M-HPOi1T3f0c9c7PpFv0V8tRbTmLPjBpcA/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h3/h001.fktmatm-xiG96cMJIf0gA_VT6GZhaulqMVk-RQ_-oGU
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KI2J0ukSNUHkTpGnsJor2nyun2wWXDL2cz1Aah320va3nNvmwZr4mJjsmYobCFuEWw1HQUIJIRpyN02iuWdb84R4Y9oKAuPI8aq2xBrGeESKJ7jEADmmV0O4xVimQoPqcrFZiRDYWN0M-HPOi1T3f0c9c7PpFv0V8tRbTmLPjBpcA/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h3/h001.fktmatm-xiG96cMJIf0gA_VT6GZhaulqMVk-RQ_-oGU
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Anthropology Department Members Publish Essay on
Community-Engaged PhDs

 

Jonathan Anjaria, Associate Professor of Anthropology and
GSAS’s Faculty Director of Professional Development, and
Moriah King, PhD student in Anthropology, published the
essay “Enabling Community-Engaged and Public-Facing
PhDs'' in the American Council of Learned Societies report
Preparing Publicly Engaged Scholars, which came out on
February 1, 2024. In their essay, Anjaria (who is King’s
advisor) and King shared their perspectives on the ongoing
conversation about how doctoral students can conduct
community-engaged projects while enmeshed in an
academic world that is not always set up for them.

GSAS and Mandel Center for the Humanities Hold
Successful PhD Retreat

 

On January 12, 2024, GSAS and the Mandel Center for the
Humanities co-sponsored a daylong PhD student retreat.
Aimed at first- and second-year PhD students in the
Divisions of Creative Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences,
this event followed last year’s successful pilot, which was
funded by the Connected PhD grant. Organizers Ulka
Anjaria, Director of the Mandel Center for the Humanities,
and Becky Prigge, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs for
GSAS, planned the retreat as one that would address the
crucial skills that PhD students need to succeed in graduate
school.  (Photo credit: Becky Prigge)

Collaborative Success: Brandeis's New Graduate Writing
Group

 

For Marie Comuzzo and Anna Valcour, the idea to start a
writing group for Brandeis PhD students sprang from their
recognition of the importance of community in facilitating
writing success. After supporting each other through the
writing process, the two third-year PhD students in
Musicology and Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies
were inspired to bring the idea to more students.

Geeking Out With...

Geeking Out With… is a series in which we talk to GSAS students about their passions! Read
on to learn about English/WGS master’s student Ayla Cordell’s job with the GSAS
Professional Development team, Anthropology PhD student Medha Asthana’s love of music,
History PhD student Joseph Weisberg’s dissertation research on Jewish American
relationships to slavery, and Psychology PhD student Jillian Franks’s research into empathy,
informed by her love of theater.

https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KINZNyGCfuVzfh2-SkJBMvLUDGRyqqCSmTQnuIFUMF5kZLRgN4ptgKGdQsRPPXpStEgjJKT2FevMJWWkSFQbK7qqb1Jb5IpHBKhPqgvo9sX0CXzKr-515t8br_rbbbG9_x2qIaoqNTqTqr4aC6Gf7-0Dzsn6wFTd-jFXo4Gb6yEgs/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h4/h001.C_BL2a9KKaBCSkFKX5jH3JxnXY3wD8UAkKiLCJ9Bqbs
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KINZNyGCfuVzfh2-SkJBMvLUDGRyqqCSmTQnuIFUMF5kZLRgN4ptgKGdQsRPPXpStEgjJKT2FevMJWWkSFQbK7qqb1Jb5IpHBKhPqgvo9sX0CXzKr-515t8br_rbbbG9_x2qIaoqNTqTqr4aC6Gf7-0Dzsn6wFTd-jFXo4Gb6yEgs/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h4/h001.C_BL2a9KKaBCSkFKX5jH3JxnXY3wD8UAkKiLCJ9Bqbs
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIxHNj86jBkjmF2W3K3tF3kiazx9WL9ysgaP5b0GRcskr-BQlkd9qcumkFDIM4kQOQaGgeVQIdrr7W0DQwYTDkeYs0R2iv55Dd1lLRZ7t4YAPJd-dU6MJYvIny2ACfPvO_-nIKiZqNVoiwgSnnyLVndcyV-lexcNN1HW0wynzF108/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h5/h001.PsHJIJ2j7TT808HGB-2n5hHjGNe4czS4zsViHHeeusk
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIxHNj86jBkjmF2W3K3tF3kiazx9WL9ysgaP5b0GRcskr-BQlkd9qcumkFDIM4kQOQaGgeVQIdrr7W0DQwYTDkeYs0R2iv55Dd1lLRZ7t4YAPJd-dU6MJYvIny2ACfPvO_-nIKiZqNVoiwgSnnyLVndcyV-lexcNN1HW0wynzF108/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h5/h001.PsHJIJ2j7TT808HGB-2n5hHjGNe4czS4zsViHHeeusk
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIfRHbje8hb09tnVwEjXTuu9yIfcBJikCHjuCo_O-A0nS7K7Mn7Vk82u6HEC2vo_37uE8pInAiZMOzN36OCIyavVr0cwK2hSednhoN_hIoG7W6a54cQ2Zu_0PqfmHVyu_DAUXOl1v97Bpagl86wY3U1lGV1By4x4Q9EmFZKSsen3A/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h6/h001.yBCr9BVD7ECsBhi-rnhn45OEoU7fynPW632fy907gFQ
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIfRHbje8hb09tnVwEjXTuu9yIfcBJikCHjuCo_O-A0nS7K7Mn7Vk82u6HEC2vo_37uE8pInAiZMOzN36OCIyavVr0cwK2hSednhoN_hIoG7W6a54cQ2Zu_0PqfmHVyu_DAUXOl1v97Bpagl86wY3U1lGV1By4x4Q9EmFZKSsen3A/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h6/h001.yBCr9BVD7ECsBhi-rnhn45OEoU7fynPW632fy907gFQ
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KINsCeEBu2ID7YVX0kI7E7W5TekHexJpm6-ezvyMXrcoVeF6kgqGAm225YPFoFYq1naiV6mUaeg5cfxcIhi7YUQpuTQErjLWPc4QLaaTnXfyxyK2iNe3X60_Aoq2uFo4sRZ7yBcEtjln0BBorD2Ufe3T_sgOQ651ogP7OpDo0h6sg/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h7/h001.TOmBmcIifwwGDY-6nNEJpBl5FZCQkaDKUSgznuZcpgE
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KINsCeEBu2ID7YVX0kI7E7W04fFaOl-WwOT6w-shVQ-s0qiqxbFdw3lHmcuy6kvMks7WOIR28TF3RHWg31YOn-hpwGXj6_kcmKm2ldM4xdZ409kYgkZj52snRufxKzhG5dwp3jZWJ2B3v9wyzFFwlw71cvG0CYPM9OwISoCQWWxME/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h8/h001.kI_cRq8NJYAlWEHIHtPSQ3Z3Gzs4jgEtXCQbElPodl4
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KINsCeEBu2ID7YVX0kI7E7W-60qYDzvSbw5zFb2ShhEt8YXdaeiQpKYa_jDRQPVetu4KPSnS_fg6xMYu_QriG1gA-g9S9fYDfy6aXG7vC6pkVqEkKBOX62b4a064E4qV7UcEVgbC01qdLln9lgL2p-caF1FyD3wgPvCS1o-sq_lZK_g16Z2tS5FXxEPaIQqrhj/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h9/h001.IAgKLdqYMrTc5c3kNZlJbRLFn_ijOGUjgkHIDlW5kI4
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KINsCeEBu2ID7YVX0kI7E7Ww1ykwIpzJYjfE0uWCo-DBJVhm7g7jsluXa3rcxa-KuWDVqamCHigCyiiQuR7EBW1qYWnqjZeEmEFvhcRFe2jYL-LsVe3nBUbOGac8uu3hyZexYKkV6dKBLowekI8ZGoedMkVf3ZOdRPbFqjrz-r6_KfP47BSFaUEmfPrg_YXva2/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h10/h001.Xy4qE6xLTrJemI3ZskOhbRDakC46RvpN3-yZ95zrJBY
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Connected PhD Profiles

The Connected PhD grant, now in its final year, provides students with support in pursuing
professional development opportunities outside of the traditional academic route. We recently
profiled students Manning Zhang and Eric R. Miller on the skill-building courses they took
through the grant.

Alum Profiles

GSAS has recently profiled alums Marcie Brewer (AGS ‘19 and EdM ‘20 in Teacher
Leadership), Genevra Valvo (AGS ‘17 in Teacher Leadership) and Rachmiel (Rocky) Klein
(MA ‘22 and MS in Passing ‘23 in Mathematics, current Mathematics PhD student). Read
about their experiences at Brandeis!

 

2. On-Campus Happenings

https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms0UiofsiNDsnicGDykQ0CsAuFzDbQMbasoZ7mCMoaSdRY4a55WRhi5ef7V450xOW6nY23LnENQLecDqK9oEHgOB3UQ87vzQhTZ9vdvJEhOKG12Fnq97hpT5ThfVRigqZFIixPPKQgbc-m5LXeIt490F0E4cLuVTP_v3aAB41rSw6CXJbT9y3zj1Kalbx9TucJMR7gpxfilA-95J_5y24Hd/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h11/h001.ZFaZpmK_xNN30F6CxnzZ2QmbEaIHtv3G5i2qNODwOeY
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms0UiofsiNDsnicGDykQ0CsAuFzDbQMbasoZ7mCMoaSdfB4imS0iMSwtxQEbKh3_-2GuNG0GSYnysgUosGd8uKs-arVthqdAPq6cHDvTBFY1fwh7G-7MQ_GSA1vYHBxPGG6OTuXJ30enDPGMdyVmEW7uG9hy8CVhFUwOxP3FVCDDyjec2SXJnM74iQLYWxYd8jQ1l67qURGZml1mUFDf-ff/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h12/h001.3wMVLCGtjQ8ASrL6g1MyfhzVJd3BJNp9wovPpWziR-c
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIpumJD7tn2i6fvgsEwLRMPEHEDNJmvja2rLEHzWt5w4YnueA5eIk-1En9eqB_2kMiTHj5dXmlbcH6eEPKsEsnzsguEV30Mf1xWVb-tKK3HBn3pTjisVhKS9W2lO-AQzCYWu6v7b46eKnBR5UN8OsLs_4DgV2lVDoZep2r485VGLI/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h13/h001.P46ofbYUJzoos4DUg12jljdEEM2mY_dX6yS0DFYedpE
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KIAW78KTZnpj8yXCADkIXK2W8o4gM2JWmEdAjD1VUYyqE0cMBRrQ8n7pHJutCCyg13wnnGdJ66fBv6fU6JU7hk0fOwFZn5luDb9e0MkKU5mxoqAzEu3SGjAegSLO8HQ40jBagKSjA3gmWu6ZlnLart9iK1OiGhb7_MvYcAI73v-Eg/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h14/h001.3mtxuVntSgAXl7MoL-ThM6eDAHOVax-eT44uyT84Dbs
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewEoQf_LB5RH5EzlOlEvhZms1XXaufEr5GD7AC333X-KItXv-RVLi790xfKZFwcXaPXV_l8uV6gfn_o4AlrcCDBgb-gMMpXBZXdz2qyPJCTJ84T2KqetC-xsCt6dtaKaLGGc-qUCrrjHWdnotmnV6by0VcOrfDFoBhseoHVkrabg5EY6eSC0H7WmHoHkfaOu32v63ThRBe2x0Cu5LwcJlKus/44y/yjWCTyd1T0udyG5HOKnK2g/h15/h001.dcYgUUAhZHzuumhlp5SbOLrriKd-JaFaPYviPPx8UtA
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University Commencement

Brandeis’s 2024 Commencement ceremony will take place on May 19, 2024.
Roy DeBerry ‘70, MA ‘78 and PhD ‘79 in Politics and 2017 Alumni
Achievement Award winner will receive an honorary doctorate of humane
letters.

Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Competition

Friday, April 5th, 4:00-5:30 PM, Spingold Theater

Brandeis GSAS is excited to be hosting our third annual three minute thesis
competition (3MT). The Brandeis 3MT Competition is a university-sponsored
speaking competition designed to showcase GSAS student research in three-
minute talks to a general audience. This is an opportunity for graduate students
engaged in original research to develop communication and presentation skills
while sharing their work with faculty, staff, and students across Brandeis
University. Visit the 3MT webpage for more information.

Mark your calendars for Friday, April 5 from 4-5:30 p.m. to see the Final Round of
the 3MT Competition in Spingold Theater. Finalists will present, judges will
deliberate, and prizes will be awarded.

Film Screening: Hollow Tree: Growing Up at the End of the Earth

COMPACT is hosting a screening of Hollow Tree: Growing Up at the End of
the Earth on April 1 from 6 to 8 PM. This impactful film follows three teenagers
coming of age in their sinking homeland of Louisiana. Following the film, director
Kira Akerman will talk with faculty and students about her approach to filmmaking
in the context of the climate crisis.
 

3. Alum, Student, and Faculty News
 

Dr. Larry Abbott, PhD ‘77 in Physics, and his colleagues Terrence Sejnowski
and Haim Sompolinsky, won the 2024 Brain Prize, the largest award in
Neuroscience, for their work on the principles of neural structure and function. Dr.
Abbott is a professor of Theoretical Neuroscience at Columbia University.

Dr. Richard Beaudoin, PhD ‘08 in Music Composition and Theory, published
the book Sounds as They Are: The Unwritten Music in Classical Recordings
with Oxford University Press in December. Dr. Beaudoin is an assistant professor
of music at Dartmouth College.

Dr. Prajita Bhattarai, PhD ‘23 in Physics, received a 2023 ATLAS Thesis
Award.
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Dr. Bridget Chalk, PhD ‘09 in English, was appointed as Associate Dean of
the Kakos School of Arts and Sciencesat Manhattan College.

Roger L. Danchik, MFA ‘74 in Theater Arts, was recently interviewed about
his newest novel, Viila and the Doomsday Affair.

The English Department has started a classnotes pagefor their graduate
alums. Read on for stories and to submit your own notes!

Dr. Ieva Jusionyte, MA ‘07 and PhD ‘12 in Anthropology, is the author of the
new book Exit Wounds: How America’s Guns Fuel Violence Across the
Border, which will be published on April 16.

Melissa A. Kelly, MS ’08 in Genetic Counseling, has received the 2024
Carolyn Mills Lovell Genetic Counselor Award.

Dr. Timothy Kendall, PhD ’75 in Mediterranean Studies, was the featured
speaker at the Custom House Maritime Museum's First Friday lecture on Friday,
March 1st.

Dr. Peizhao Li, PhD ‘24 in Computer Science, received a $55,500 Graduate
Research Fellowship from the National Institute of Justice this fall for his work
on bias in artificial intelligence.

Rabbi Shaul Magid, MA ’92 and PhD ’94 in NEJS, recently released a new
book of essays, The Necessity of Exile: Essays From a Distance.

Dr. Eve Marder, the Victor and Gwendolyn Beinfield Professor of Neuroscience
and University Professor, and Dr. Greg Petsko, Professor Emeritus of
Biochemistry, received the National Medal of Science, the nation’s highest
honor for scientists, from President Biden on October 24, 2023.

Ian S. McElhinney, MFA ‘74 in Theater Arts, was interviewed by the Belfast
Telegraph about his long career as an actor and recent success with Derry Girls.

Dr. Olajide Olagunju, MA’ 08 in Anthropology, was featured in the EdTechBrief
articles “What Strategies Help Maintain Learner Attention in Virtual
Classrooms?” and “What Innovative Approaches Do Education Leaders
Take to Assess Online Learners?”

Daniel Joseph Osborn, MA ’12 in NEJS, joined the Jewish Community
Relations Council of Greater Boston as their Director of Educational
Partnerships.

Dr. John Rieffel, PhD ’06 in Computer Science, was awarded the Mercator
Fellowship to study advanced artificial intelligence techniques in Regensburg,
Germany. Dr. Rieffel is the chair of the Computer Science Department at Union
College.

Abraham C. Storer, Postbaccalaureate ‘06 in Studio Art, is showing his
paintings at Wellfleet Adult Community Center.
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Dr. Julian Ungar-Sargon, MA’ 94 and PhD’ 00 in NEJS, has been appointed as
the Division Command Surgeon in the United States Volunteer Reserve Corps
(US VRC) by the Commanding General.

Division of Science students and alums Mercedes Villalonga (PhD in
Psychology); Julia Apitz (PhD in Biochemistry and Biophysics); Chansik
Kim (PhD ‘22 in Biochemistry and Biophysics); Hunter Seyforth (PhD in
Physics); and Teodora Markova, Claire Ciampa, and Jourdan Parent (PhD in
Neuroscience, Neuroscience, and Psychology, respectively) have recent
publications.

Dr. Meredith L. Woocher, PhD ’03 in NEJS, has joined the Advisory Board for
Collaborative for Applied Studies in Jewish Education (CASJE).
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