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SUBJECT: Vietnam September Adoption Issues Cable b

1. (SBU) Summary: During the month of September post issued 65
adoption related immigrant visas. Post also significantly expanded
its field verification of adoption cases., In the 14 cases we
reviewed, significant fraud concerns were found in all 14 cases.
seven cases these issues led USCIS to issue Notices of Intent to

Deny the I-600 petitions. |

In

| Post alsoc met Wwith ASPS to introduce THe new vietnam

Processing System. The ASP response to this initiative was very
positive. Finally, post met with foreign consular officers to
organize a multilateral effort to encourage Vietnam to sign the
Hague Convention on International Adoption. End Summary.

2. (SBU) This cable inaugurates post's monthly adoption activity
reports. These reports will focus on post's fraud prevention
activities and contacts with the GVN, ASPs and third-country
consular officers in Vietnam. During the month of September, post
processed 65 IR3/4 visa. With the arrival of the full complement of
American direct hires, post was able to significantly increase the
number of field verifications it conducted as part of the I-604
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process. Post found significant fraud indicators in all 14 cases
investigated, and USCIS issued 7 Notices of Intent to Deny [(NOIDs)
ag a result of field verifications.

3. (SBU) In all but three of the cases investigated, post saw a
common pattern of children abandoned under highly improbable
circumstances. In several cases, when interviewed by consular
officers, the persons who supposedly found the abandoned children
{"child-finders") completely .disowned the statements in their

original affidavits. | | BZ,B6, B7(C), B7(A)
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7. (SBU) On September 19, Embassy Hanoi held its gquarterly meeting
with ASPs. The main focus of the meeting was to discuss the
proposed new Vietnam Processing Initiative. The meeting was opened
by the Ambassador, and presentations were made by ConOff and USCIS
officials. BAll of the agencies at the meeting welcomed the new
initiative and felt that it would make prcocessing simpler for PAPs.
USCIS had intended to have the policy cleared in time for
the September 19 meeting. Unfortunately, the initiative is still
pending final clearance at USCIS headquarters. This delay is
creating confusion for ASPs and post has seen a rush of particularly
troubling cases from certain ASPs trying to "beat the deadline."
Post would appreciate any efforts that can be made to expedite the

 publication of the new policy. End Comment

Comment :

8. (SBU) The US Embassy dlso chaired a meeting of consular officers
from other countries that process adoptions in Vietnam. [

All ConUITs agreed €O CONSUIT with their
TAPITALS o IormIing a multilateral strategy to encourage Vietnam to
join the Hague Convention on International Adoption.

9. (U} This message was coordinated with Consulate General Ho Chi-
Minh City.
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