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FREDERICK MART IN L AW R E N C E



B randeis University is a private, coeducational, 

nonsectarian institution of higher learning 

named in honor of the distinguished U.S. Supreme 

Court Justice Louis Brandeis. Founded in 1948 by  

members of the American Jewish community, the  

university today combines the breadth and scope 

of a world-class research university and the intimacy  

and accessibility of a small liberal arts college. 

Consistently ranked among the nation’s best  

universities, Brandeis is widely recognized for 

the excellence of its teaching, the quality and 

diversity of its student body and the outstanding 

research of its faculty. In 1985 Brandeis was  

nominated and elected to membership in the  

Association of American Universities, which  

represents the 63 leading research universities  

in the United States and Canada. 

Students who succeed at Brandeis are self- 

motivated, curious and open to exploring new  

experiences that might test them. They take  

responsibility for their personal, social and  

intellectual choices, embrace the pursuit of higher 

knowledge, believe in the value of multidisciplinary  

studies and collaborative learning and share  

an abiding commitment to social justice.  

Undergraduates can choose from among 43  

majors and 43 minors; many students opt to  

pursue multiple majors or minors. 

The Brandeis community, representing more than 

100 nations, consists of 3,400 undergraduates 

and 2,000 graduate students, more than  

350 full-time faculty and more than 1,000  

administrators and staff members. In addition  

to the College of Arts and Sciences, which confers 

undergraduate as well as graduate degrees, the 

university is also home to the Heller School for 

Social Policy and Management, the Brandeis  

International Business School and the Rabb School  

of Continuing Studies. In addition, Brandeis has 

more than 30 research institutes and centers that 

contribute to the academic life of the campus.

Brandeis also has a rich athletic tradition. The  

university fields intercollegiate teams in nine 

men’s and 10 women’s sports. Brandeis is one  

of eight Division III schools that compete in the 

University Athletic Association.

Brandeis is located in Waltham, Massachusetts, 

nine miles west of Boston. The 235-acre campus  

is notable for its contemporary architecture, 

which is evident in nearly all of its more than 100 

academic and residential buildings.
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past presidents

jehuda reinharz, ph.d.’72

1994—2011

samuel osiah thier

1991—1994

evelyn erika handler*

1983—1991

marver hillel bernstein

1972—1983

charles irwin schottland

1970—1972

morris berthold abram

1968—1970

abram leon sachar

1948—1968

*Stuart H. Altman served as interim president from 1990 to 1991.
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Frederick M. Lawrence took office as the 

eighth president of Brandeis University  

on January 1, 2011.

An accomplished scholar, teacher and attorney, 

Lawrence is one of the nation’s leading experts on 

civil rights, free expression and bias crimes. Prior 

to joining Brandeis, Lawrence was dean and  

Robert Kramer Research Professor of Law at 

George Washington University Law School from 

2005 to 2010. During his tenure there, Lawrence 

brought in the strongest five classes in the law 

school’s history and led five of its most effective 

years of fundraising despite historically challenging  

economic conditions. He recruited an impressive 

number of new faculty members with expertise 

in a range of areas, from international courts and 

tribunals to environmental law. Lawrence also  

increased financial aid, expanded facilities, 

opened doors to faculty endowments and  

sought new programmatic possibilities nationally 

and internationally.

A native of Long Island, N.Y., Lawrence received a 

bachelor’s degree in 1977 from Williams College 

and a law degree in 1980 from Yale Law School. 

He began his legal career in 1980 as clerk to 

Judge Amalya L. Kearse of the U.S. Court of  

Appeals for the Second Circuit. Later, Lawrence 

was named an assistant U.S. attorney for the 

southern district of New York, where he became 

chief of the Civil Rights Unit.

In 1988, he joined the faculty of the Boston  

University School of Law and taught courses on 

civil rights enforcement and civil rights crimes, 

criminal law and civil procedure. He also served as 

the school’s associate dean for academic  

affairs from 1996 to 1999. Lawrence received  

BU’s Metcalf Award for Excellence in Teaching,  

the university’s highest teaching honor, in 1996.

Lawrence has written, lectured and testified  

widely on civil rights crimes and is the author of 

“Punishing Hate: Bias Crimes Under American 

Law” (Harvard University Press, 1999), which  

examines bias-motivated violence and considers  

how such crimes are dealt with in the United States.

Lawrence has been a senior visiting research fellow  

with the University College London Faculty of 

Law and has studied bias crimes law in the United 

Kingdom through a Ford Foundation grant. He 

has lectured nationally and internationally about 

bias crime law and testified before Congress on 

several occasions, addressing Justice Department 

misconduct in Boston and speaking in support of 

federal hate crimes legislation.

Lawrence was a trustee of Williams College  

and serves on the board of directors of the  

Anti-Defamation League.

Lawrence is married to Kathy Lawrence, an  

academic who specializes in 19th-century American  

literature. They have two children, Miriam and 

Noah. Fred Lawrence enjoys hiking, old movies, 

professional sports and singing. He has performed 

in Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center and the Kennedy 

Center for the Performing Arts with the New York 

Choral Society.
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grand marshals

David Hackett Fischer
University Professor and Earl Warren Professor of History

Gina G. Turrigiano
Professor of Biology

representatives of the student body

marshals of the brandeis national committee

Leslie K. Pearlstein, P’94
President, Brandeis National Committee

Janice K. Fineman
Executive Director, Brandeis National Committee 

marshals of the alumni association board

Allen B. Alter ’71
President, Alumni Association

Myles E. Weisenberg ’78
Vice President, Development

marshals of the fellows and president’s councilors

Paul M. Zlotoff ’72
Chair, Brandeis University Fellows 

Frances A. Drolette
Senior Vice President, Finance, and Chief Financial Officer

marshals of the delegates from colleges and universities 

Adam B. Jaffe
Dean, Arts and Sciences

Lisa M. Lynch
Dean, The Heller School for Social Policy and Management

marshals of the faculty

Marty Wyngaarden Krauss, Ph.D.’81
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Timothy J. Hickey ’77
Chair, Faculty Senate, and Professor of Computer Science

marshals of the board of trustees

Nancy K. Winship, P’10, P’12
Senior Vice President, Institutional Advancement

Bruce R. Magid
Dean, International Business School

marshals of the president’s party

David A. Bunis ’83
Chief of Staff, Office of the President

Judith R. Sizer
Senior Vice President and General Counsel
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presentation of the procession

John R. Hose, P’97, P’00  |  Associate Vice President, University Affairs

“america (my country, ’tis of thee)”

invocation

William G. Hamilton  |  Rabbi, Kehillath Israel, Brookline, Massachusetts

welcome

Malcolm L. Sherman, P’83  |  Chair, Board of Trustees

greetings from the faculty

Timothy J. Hickey ’77  |  Chair, Faculty Senate, and Professor of Computer Science

greetings from the students

Daniel Acheampong ’11  |  President, Student Union

Jane Harries  |  President, Graduate Student Union

greetings from the alumni association

Allen B. Alter ’71  |  President, Alumni Association

greetings from the fellows

Paul M. Zlotoff ’72

greetings from the brandeis national committee

Leslie K. Pearlstein  |  President, Brandeis National Committee

“the promise of living”

greetings from the presidents 
Morton O. Schapiro  |  President, Northwestern University

“on the wheels of a dream”

greetings from the commonwealth

Ralph D. Gants  |  Associate Justice, Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts

investiture of the president

presentation

Jonathan S. Jacobson  |  Vice Chair, Board of Trustees

charge

Malcolm L. Sherman, P’83  |  Chair, Board of Trustees

address by the president

Frederick M. Lawrence

benediction

Reverend Walter Cuenin  |  Catholic Chaplain

Dr. Imam Talal Eid  |  Muslim Chaplain

Alexander Levering Kern  |  Protestant Chaplain

Rabbi Elyse Winick ’86  |  Jewish Chaplain

recessional
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processional 

“Orb and Sceptre” 

William Walton  

The Brandeis-Wellesley Orchestra 

Neal Hampton, Conductor

faculty performance 

“America” 

Samuel Francis Smith  

arr. Andrew Paul Jackson 

Nancy Armstrong, accompanied by the 

Brandeis-Wellesley Orchestra 

student performance 

“The Promise of Living” from “The Tenderland”  

Aaron Copland  

The Brandeis-Wellesley Orchestra and  

Brandeis University Chorus 

James Olesen, Conductor

alumni performance 

“On the Wheels of a Dream” from “Ragtime” 

Music by Stephen Flaherty/Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens  

J. Bernard Calloway, M.F.A.’00,   

accompanied by the Brandeis-Wellesley Orchestra  

recessional 

“Crown Imperial Coronation March” 

William Walton 

The Brandeis-Wellesley Orchestra 

the brandeis-wellesley orchestra 
and the brandeis university chorus

The Brandeis-Wellesley Orchestra is comprised of students, 

faculty, staff and associates of Brandeis University and 

Wellesley College. Following successful collaborations in  

recent years, the orchestras at each institution formally 

united in the Fall of 2002 under the direction of Neal 

Hampton. By sharing talents and resources, the BWO  

provides unique creative opportunities for the communities  

at both institutions, and specifically for students within the  

context of a liberal arts education. Uniting the high standards  

of excellence associated with Brandeis and Wellesley, the 

orchestra is dedicated to bringing inspiring performances 

of the great orchestral literature, both past and present, to 

a new generation of musicians and audiences. The Brandeis 

University Chorus, under the direction of James Olesen, 

draws its members from the entire Brandeis community, 

including students, faculty and staff. Every year the chorus 

performs a major work drawn from the vast choral repertory.  

Often there are opportunities for student soloists.

nancy armstrong    
Nancy Armstrong has been a member of the Brandeis faculty  

since 1996 and is currently an adjunct Associate Professor  

of the Practice, teaching singing in the Department of Theater  

Arts. Her distinguished career and acclaimed performances 

span from the early Renaissance to American musical 

theatre. The Boston Globe has described her voice as “a 

plaintive, humane instrument,” and The New Yorker hailed 

her as “the Purcell Prima Donna of our day.” Highlighting 

her career are her portrayals of seventeen Handelian opera 

and oratorio heroines; and Bach’s St. Matthew Passion at 

the National Cathedral in Washington, commemorating 

the 30th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s death. 

For eight years, Miss Armstrong toured internationally as 

soprano soloist with the Boston Camerata.  Her critically 

acclaimed Messiah performances span the United States 

including several at Carnegie Hall. Her numerous recordings  

include ‘What Magic Has Victorious Love,’ music by Handel 

and Purcell; ‘Starlight and Sweet Dreams,’ music by Gershwin  

and Porter; and ‘Mostly About Love,’ music by Thomson.

j. bernard calloway m.f.a.’00

Jeffrey Bernard Calloway is currently starring on Broadway 

as “Delray” in “Memphis,” the 2010 Tony Award-winner for 

Best Musical playing at the Shubert Theatre. He earned his  

M.F.A in Acting from Brandeis University in 2000. He is truly  

excited to return to his alma mater in celebration of President  

Lawrence’s inauguration. Hailed as one of the bright new 

talents on Broadway, Mr. Calloway’s New York and regional 

theatre credits include “The Good Negro” (2009 Pulitzer 

Prize finalist), “Dreamgirls,” “The Piano Lesson,” and the 

title role in “Othello.” TV credits: “Law & Order,” “Rescue 

Me,” “All My Children,” and “One Life to Live”. He made his 

feature film debut as Sgt. Moran in the film “The Taking of 

Pelham 123” with Denzel Washington. Mr. Calloway is happily  

married to his wife of three years, Carmen Ruby Floyd, and 

is ecstatic about sharing this Brandeis event with her. To 

the power of education, wisdom, and knowledge.



honorary committee for the inauguration

Malcolm L. Sherman P’83
Chair, Board of Trustees and Chair of the Honorary Committee 

Daniel Acheampong ’11
President, Student Union

Allen B. Alter ’71
President, Alumni Association

Jack M. Connors Jr. 
Vice Chair, Brandeis University Board of Trustees

Frank Brandeis Gilbert
Grandson, Justice Louis D. Brandeis

Martin J. Gross ’72, P’08
Secretary, Brandeis University Board of Trustees

Jane Harries
President, Graduate Student Association

Timothy J. Hickey ’77
Chair, Faculty Senate

Professor of Computer Science

Jonathon S. Jacobson
Vice Chair, Brandeis University Board of Trustees

Stephen B. Kay
Member, Brandeis University Board of Trustees, and Former Board Chair 2001—2007

John Kerry
United States Senator for Massachusetts

Peter J. Koutoujian
Sheriff, Middlesex County

Edward J. Markey
United States Representative for Massachusetts

Jeannette McCarthy
Mayor, City of Waltham

Deval Patrick
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Leslie K. Pearlstein, P’84
President, Brandeis National Committee

Louis Perlmutter ’56
Member, Brandeis University Board of Trustees, and Former Board Chair 1989—1995

Alice Brandeis Popkin
Granddaughter, Justice Louis D. Brandeis

Walter Brandeis Raushenbush
Grandson, Justice Louis D. Brandeis

Barton J. Winokur
Member, Brandeis University Board of Trustees, and Former Board Chair 1995–1999

Rhonda S. Zinner
Treasurer, Brandeis University Board of Trustees

Paul M. Zlotoff ’72
Chair, Brandeis University Fellows
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Henry Aboodi ’86

Allen B. Alter ’71

Leonard J. Asper ’86

Alex Barkas ’68

D. Ronald Daniel

Jonathan G. Davis ’75

Donald G. Drapkin ’68

Daniel J. Elkaim ’81

Thomas L. Friedman ’75

Susan R. Gelman

Thomas P. Glynn, Ph.D.’77

Vartan Gregorian

Sylvia Hassenfeld

Daniel J. Jick ’79

Kenneth S. Kaiserman ’60

Lawrence S. Kanarek ’76

Ellen Lasher Kaplan ’64

Stephen B. Kay*

Dolores Kohl ’55

Meyer Koplow ’72

Myra H. Kraft ’64

Jeanette Lerman ’69

Stuart Lewtan ’84

Barbara A. Mandel

Walter S. Mossberg ’69

Leslie Pearlstein

Louis Perlmutter ’56*

Bruce G. Pollack ’81

Leonard Potter ’83

Ronald A. Ratner ’69

Stephen R. Reiner ’61

E. John Rosenwald Jr.

Carol R. Saivetz ’69

Michael J. Sandel ’75

Robert Shapiro ’52

Michael H. Steinhardt

Perry Traquina ’78

Linda Whitlock

Barton J. Winokur*

Paul M. Zlotoff ’72

trustees emeriti

Arthur G. Cohen

Paul E. Levenson ’52

Rena Joy Olshansky ’56

Gustav Ranis ’52

Irving Schneider

Carl J. Shapiro

David F. Squire

faculty representatives

Bulbul Chakraborty

Susan Lanser  

John Plotz

Aida Wong

student representatives

Heddy Ben-Atar ’11

Adam T. Hughes ’12

Scott Motyka (GSR)

* Former Board Chair

board of trustees 2010—2011

Malcolm L. Sherman, P’83
Chair

Jack M. Connors Jr.
Vice Chair

Jonathon S. Jacobson
Vice Chair

Martin J. Gross ’72, P’08 
Secretary

Rhonda S. Zinner
Treasurer

Frederick M. Lawrence
President



2010-11 officers

Allen B. Alter ’71 
President

Adam J. Rifkin ’97
Vice President

Mark Alan Surchin ’78
Vice President

Lisa R. Kranc ’75
Vice President

Leslie Meltzer Aronzon ’84
Vice President

Darlene Green Kamine ’74, P’03
Immediate Past President

board members

Frani Rudolph Bickart ’66

Theodore R. Bigman ’83

Carolyn Kahn Birkenstein ’95

Joan Givner Bovarnick, Ph.D. ’69

Liane Kupferberg Carter ’76

Michael D. Chartock ’85

Ira H. Cohen ’93 

Aryeh I. Dori ’96

Gilbert Drozdow ’79, P’12

Samuel M. Fuchs ’11

Wayne K. Goldstein ’83

Martin J. Greengrass ’70, P’99

Adam M. Greenwald ’98

Joseph Gronich ’78, P’12

Monica R. Harris, Esq. ’89

Anne Reilly Hort ’67, P’91, P’93

Francyne Davis Jacobs ’95

Alan Hanan Jamnik ’87

Susan Eisenberg Jay ’71

Charles S. Kamine ’74, P’03

Daniel Kazzaz ’74

Suk Won Kim ’70

Eugene B. Kogan, Ph.D.’13

Philip Kohl ’75

Helen Kolsky ’63

David M. Levine ’83

Dan A. Lustig ’02

Nicole S. Hoffman Myers ’96

Charles J. Novogrodsky ’68

Myra Kotkin Novogrodsky ’68

Michael D. Palace ’90

Savannah L. Pearlman ’12

Jane Paley Price ’69, P’08

Paul Regan ’73, P’12

Michael Resnick ’86

Douglas B. Rosner ’88

Jonathan M. Salky ’98

Davida Shapiro Scher ’69

Joy Sisisky ’98

Deborah Shufrin ’93

Brooke H. Stein ’01

Scott J. Stein ’00

Melissa Bank Stepno ’99

Rose Shirwindt Weinberg ’57, P’92

Gary Wingens ’85, P’14
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Leslie K. Pearlstein, P’84
Greater Boston Chapter

vice presidents

Lydia Axelrod 
Delray Beach (FL) Chapter

Ronald Levy 
Greater Boston Chapter

Stephen R. Reiner ’61 
Gotham (NY) Chapter

Joan S. Small 
Phoenix Chapter

Beth A. Wolfson ’75 
Norfolk/Sharon (MA) Chapter

members

Simon Atlas 
Greater Washington (DC) Chapter

Jean C. Carrus 
Desert (CA) Chapter

Maxine Morse Greenfield 
Boca Raton Chapter

Marjorie Grodner Housen 
Greater Boston Chapter

Ellen Lasher Kaplan ’64 
Greater Boston Chapter

Carol A. Kern 
Phoenix Chapter

Joyce G. Krasnow 
Los Angeles Chapter

Elinor Lubin 
Gotham (NY) Chapter

Phyllis Perkal 
San Dieguito (CA) Chapter

Carol Singer Rabinovitz ’59 
Greater Boston Chapter

Dena Robbins 
Greater Boston Chapter

Barbara Z. Sander 
Sarasota Chapter

Stephen Seltzer 
Tucson Chapter

Shirley Spero 
Greater Boston Chapter

Detlev Suderow ’70 
Greater Boston Chapter

Gayle J. Wise 
San Dieguito (CA) Chapter

Ruth G. Young 
San Fernando Valley Chapter

brandeis national committee
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brandeis university board of fellows

chair 
Paul M. Zlotoff ’72

fellows council 
Margot Davis Ph.D.’08

Charles B. Housen

Marjorie Grodner Housen ’56

Joyce Krasnow, P’83

Bruce B. Litwer ’61

Annette Liberman Miller ’58

Michael A. Miller

Barbara Cantor Sherman ’54, P’83

Detlev Suderow ’70, P’05



1209 

university of cambridge 
M. Jane Wilson 

Member Cambridge in America Board of Directors

1636 

harvard university 
Allan Brandt ’74 

Dean, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences and  

Amalie Moses Kass Professor of the History of Medicine

1693 

the college of william and mary 
Davison M. Douglas

1701 

yale university 
Robert Post 

Dean and Sol & Lillian Goldman Professor of Law

1740 

university of pennsylvania 
Sarah Fuller 

Alumna, Trustee, Member Board of Overseers,  

School of Arts and Sciences

1749 

washington and lee university 
Tucker Walsh 

Alumnus

1766 

rutgers,  
the state university of new jersey 

Thomas W. Duffey 

Alumnus

1769 

dartmouth college 
David F. Squire 

Alumnus

1785 

university of georgia 
Keane Brooks Johnson 

Alumnus

1787 

university of pittsburgh 
Harvey S. Borovetz 

Distinguished Professor of BioEngineering

1793 

williams college 
Yvonne Hao 

Alumna and Williams College Trustee

1815 

nichols college 
Jeffrey Halprin 

Associate Dean of Liberal Arts

1819 

university of virginia 
Lizbeth K. Hedstrom 

Alumna

1821 

amherst college 
David H. Roberts 

Alumnus

1821 

the george washington university 
Steven Knapp 

President

1821 

mcgill university 
Lindsay Cook 

Alumnus

1826 

furman university 
Hollye F.  Stigler 

Alumna

1831 

new york university 
Edward A. Fox 

Alumnus

1833 

oberlin college 
George John Hall 

Associate Professor of Economics

1834 

tulane university 
Judith Pinnilos 

Alumna

1834 

wake forest university 
William Boyle 

Alumnus and Parent’s Council Member

1834 

wheaton college 
Betty Neal Crutcher 

Presidential Spouse and Senior Mentoring Consultant
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1837 

mount holyoke college 
Susan H. Holcombe 

Alumna

1838 

duke university 
Laurene M. Sperling 

Duke University Trustee

1839 

boston university 
Robert A. Brown 

President

1840 

bridgewater state university 
Uma Sharma 

University Marshal,  

Professor of Mathematics and Computer Science

1841 

fordham university 
Angelo Santinelli 

Alumnus

1843 

college of the holy cross 
Alan J. Avery-Peck 

Kraft-Hiatt Professor of Judaic Studies

1846 

grinnell college 
Patricia Jipp Finkelman 

Alumna and Grinnell College Trustee

1847 

the university of iowa 
Roger Servison 

Alumnus

1848 

rhodes college 
Damon Aaron Norcross 

Alumnus

1851 

lasell college 
Steven F. Bloom 

Dean of Undergraduate Education

1851 

northwestern university 
Morton O. Schapiro 

President

1852 

tufts university 
Gary Roberts 

Assistant Provost

1853 

university of florida 
Doreen M. Frigo 

Alumna

1853 

washington university in st. louis 
Louis Kuchnir 

Alumnus

1854 

salem state university 
Krishna Mallick 

Professor, Philosophy Department

1855 

bates college 
Stuart B. Abelson 

Alumnus

1856 

university of maryland 
Timothy T. Egan 

Alumnus and New England Alumni Club Director

1861 

vassar college 
Richard Lowry 

Professor of Psychology Emeritus

1863 

boston college  
Joseph C. Hill 

Alumnus 

1863 

university of massachusetts 
Robert N. Brooks ’57 

Director of Visitor Relations, Retired

1865 

lehigh university 
Robert A. Gervis 

Alumnus

1865 

worcester polytechnic institute 
Jeffrey S. Solomon M.M.H.S. ‘01 

Executive Vice President and CFO
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carleton college 
Vickie B. Sullivan 

Alumna

1870 

syracuse university 
Kal Alston 

Senior Associate Provost

1871 

smith college 
Toni G. Wolfman 

Trustee

1872 

virginia polytechnic institute  
and state university 

Katherine S. Ziemer 

Professor

1873 

vanderbilt university 
Bruce R. Evans 

Alumnus and Vanderbilt University Trustee

1874 

colorado school of mines 
Theodore A. Bickart 

President Emeritus

1875 

wellesley college 
Adele Wolfson ’71 

Schow Professor in the Natural and Physical Sciences

1876 

the johns hopkins university 
David Hackett Fischer 

Alumnus

1880 

emerson college 
Christine Hughes 

Vice President and General Counsel

1885 

bryn mawr college 
Sarah Brickman Gant 

Alumna

1885 

georgia institute for technology 
Charles Samuel Martin 

Emeritus Professor

1885 

springfield college 
James Zotz 

Alumnus

1887 

clark university 
Lisa Chriss-Swiedler 

Delegate

1889 

barnard college 
Ruth Nemzoff 

Alumna

1889 

clemson university 
Christopher K. Hart 

Alumnus

1890 

the university of chicago 
David J. DeRosier 

Alumnus

1891 

stanford university 
Robert C. Bertelson

1894 

fitchburg state university 
Joshua Spero 

Associate Professor of Political Science

1894 

massachusetts college of liberal arts 
Jennifer L. Zoltanski Ph.D. ’06 

Assistant Professor of Sociology

1896 

yeshiva university 
Richard M. Joel 

President

1898 

northeastern university 
Ralph C. Martin II ’74 

Senior Vice President and General Counsel

1900 

carnegie mellon university 
Ronald Curhan 

Alumnus



1903 

skidmore college 
Linda Frieze 

Alumna

1906 

suffolk university 
Barry Brown 

Acting President/Provost

1909 

lesley university 
Joseph B. Moore 

President

1917 

bentley university 
Judith A. Malone 

General Counsel & Secretary of the Corporation

1919 

babson college 
Leonard A. Schlesinger 

President

1919 

emmanuel college 
Melanie Murphy Ph.D. ’97 

Associate Professor of History

1921 

hebrew college 
Rabbi Daniel Lehmann 

President

1925 

university of miami 
Thomas Mitchell 

Alumnus

1927 

regis college 
Mary Jane England 

President

1937 

pepperdine university 
Robert Schuller 

Vice President Community Relations— 

New England Waves

1946 

anna maria college 
Stephen P.  Neun 

Vice President for Academic Affairs

1946 

claremont mckenna college 
Stephanie Gerber Wilson 

Alumna

1965 

florida international university 
Susan Eisenberg Jay ’71 

Alumna

1999 

franklin w. olin  
college of engineering 

Richard K. Miller 

President
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Facsimile of invitation for the inauguration of the first president.
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Academic dress appears to have originated 

at the universities of Oxford and Cambridge 

more than 600 years ago, and, to this day, the 

most colorful gowns in the world are those worn 

at Oxford functions. European institutions show 

great diversity in their academic costume,  

since each adopted or initiated its own dress.  

For this reason, the British system is full of  

contradictions. Therefore, when American  

colleges and universities decided to adopt a  

system of academic apparel, it seemed best  

to agree on a definite system for all to follow.

In America, the hood is the most outstanding 

feature of all academic costumes. The shape of 

the bachelor’s and master’s hoods is similar. Both 

are three and one-half feet in length. The doctor’s 

hood has a rounded base and is four feet long. 

The width of the velvet or velveteen border is two  

inches for bachelor’s, three inches for master’s, 

and five inches for doctor’s hoods. Doctoral 

gowns feature three velvet bars on each sleeve 

and one vertical panel down the side of the gown 

on each side of the gown opening. Presidential 

gowns have four velvet panels on the sleeves. The 

color of the border indicates the field of study, 

and the lining is in the official color or colors of 

the institution conferring the degree.

In assigning colors to signify the respective  

faculties, the Intercollegiate Commission retained 

historical associations as much as possible. For 

example, white, for arts, is taken from the white 

fur edging of the Oxford hood; red, for theology,  

from the traditional color of the church; and 

green, for medicine, from the color of herbs. The 

tassels worn on the mortarboard may be black  

or the color that indicates the graduate’s major 

field of study.
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�Louis D. Brandeis

“�Those who won our independence... 

	 valued liberty as an end and as a means.

    They believed liberty to be the secret of happiness �

		  and courage to be the secret of liberty.”




