Choreography of Conflict
by Cynthia Cohen
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Many of the stories Mohammed shares with
me are testaments to the resilience of the human
spirit. During the first round of curfews, in April,
he taught his seven-year-old son to play chess. In
July, during a four-hour break in the curfew, his
seventeen-year-old daughter raced to her
classroom to complete the Tawjihi, her final
science examination necessary for graduation
from high school. Frequently, the children in his
neighborhood have made kites from trash bags
and paper, flying them from their verandas and
their windows, joking that with their kites they
will fight off the F-16s. But the young people of
Nablus have had no real opportunities to be
outside, to ride their bikes, or to play this
summer. “We won’t let the principal count the
days under curfew as part of our summer
vacation,” Mohammed’s son tells him. It hardly
seems fair.
In August, as restrictions on travel grow
even tighter, Mohammed told me that donkeys
had become the 21st century mode of
transportation. With car, bus, and truck
transportation banned, “you can even see
donkeys carrying computers.”
And after months of living under curfew,
sometimes for as many as 20 days without a
break, Mohammed reports a kind of
demoralization among the adults as well as the
children. “Sometimes we sit all day in our
pajamas, and I might not shave for three days in
a row. When is the last time I wore my shoes?”
With potatoes and grains the only foods
remaining, the situation is becoming quite
desperate.
It isn’t the short-term effects, however, that
worry Mohammed the most. He worries about the
future of the Middle East and that the worst may
be yet to come. He worries that in 10 or 20 years,
the seven-year-olds of Nablus will still be filled
with hate and anger. And that leads him to worry
about the future of both Israelis and
Palestinians. “Where will we be in 25 or 50 or
100 years? What will the Israelis reap from the
rage and the hatred they are sowing now in the
hearts of the children of Nablus?”
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Community Histories by Youth in the Middle East
Israelis, he lives “in the moment” as much as
Community Histories by Youth in the Middle East (CHYME), is a project that engages 15
possible, because he feels that any moment could
young professionals working with Palestinian, Israeli, and Jordanian youth in designing
be his last.
Shimon has watched as this summer’s
and implementing community research projects that will enhance communication
dance of death stalks his family and community,
among young people from the three areas. The Center is collaborating with the following
insinuating itself into their dreams, crashing
partners: MASAR (Jordan), Givat Haviva (Israel), the Palestinian House of Friendship
obscenely into their parties, leaving in its wake
(Palestine), and the Center for Youth and Communities at Brandeis. The first institute
only anguish, rage, and the echoes of screams. As
was held in October 2001 and the second was scheduled for July 2002. However,
with Mohammed, I have attempted in
because of the curfew in Nablus and much of the West Bank, our Palestinian partners
conversations with Shimon to support his faith in
the possibility of peace – even as those around
were unable to travel to the United States in July. The Center is very enthusiastic about
him are becoming ever more strongly embittered
the project and is happy to report that it is moving forward, with the second institute
and it becomes harder and harder for him to
scheduled for October 27 through November 4, 2002.
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