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Weighting  
 

Data were weighted separately for each stratum by the probability of selection into the sample 

(design weights) and nonresponse. To calculate the design weight, the preliminary frame size 

was adjusted to account for the presumed ineligibility of a proportion of the households in the 

sample frame. Ineligible households identified during the data collection period of the survey are 

those households that are found to be duplicates, deceased, or infirm.  

 

 The adjusted frame size for each stratum was calculated as: 

 

Adjusted frame size = Frame size × (Number eligible households ÷ Number selected households) 

 

The design weight for each stratum was calculated as: 

 

Design weight = Adjusted frame size ÷ Number eligible households 
 
Respondents were those who partially or fully completed the survey. Partial surveys were those 

in which the screening data were completed. The nonresponse weight for each stratum was 

calculated as: 

 

Nonresponse weight = Number eligible households ÷ Number respondent households 
 

The final weight is calculated by multiplying the design weight by the nonresponse weight. 

 

Final weight = Design weight × Number respondent households 
 

 

 

Meta-Analysis Weights 
 

In order to cross-check the sampling and weighting process,  weights were re-calculated based 

upon data from the CMJS/SSRI meta-analysis project that estimates the size of the Jewish 

community by synthesizing data across hundreds of extant surveys.
4
 Because of the small size of 

the Buffalo Jewish community, estimates of the size of this community through meta-analysis 

are not precise. However, for the Buffalo metropolitan area, the meta-analysis estimates the 

number of adults who identify as Jewish by religion to be approximately 7,950. Using a standard 

estimate of an additional 25% of adults who identify as Jewish not by religion, the adult Jewish 

population of Greater Buffalo is estimated to be 9,750. This result is nearly identical to the 

estimate of 9,800 developed using the weighting method described previously.  

For the analysis in this report, the weights used were those derived from the previous weighting 

method. However, an analysis using meta-analysis weights can be expected to yield essentially 

identical results.  

                                                   
4
 See http://ajpp.brandeis.edu/. 
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Analysis 

Analyses were done of households as well as individual Jewish adults and children Jewish 

children who were specifically identified by respondents as being Jewish. All analyses were 

completed using statistical software Stata, version 11. Weights were applied to all quantitative 

analyses. 

Margin of Error 
Many studies report a margin of error instead of reporting confidence intervals. The margin of 

error is the 95% confidence interval that would be expected if ALL survey respondents had 

answered a question; if there were only two response choices; if about half gave each response; 

and if the survey design had used a simple random sample. Given these conditions, the margin of 

error is dependent solely on the sample size. Furthermore, the margin of error is only applicable 

to percentages, not to totals or means.  

 

In our sample, with 680 respondents, the margin of error would have been ± 4% if we had used a 

simple random sample.  Using a stratified random sample design increases the margin of error to 

about +/  8%. This number applies when all 680 respondents answer a particular question. In 

cases when the number of respondents was less, either because respondents skipped the question 

or the question was not applicable, the margin of error is higher. So, for example, questions 

about children’s education were only asked of those with children of the appropriate ages. The 

number of responses to each question is listed on each table following the symbol “n=.” For 

children’s education questions, the number of responses range from 22 to 186. As an example, 

for the question about attendance at Western New York day schools, 111 households responded, 

producing an estimate of 22%. The margin of error on this estimate is at least ± 10%, so the 

estimate should be understood as the center point of a range from 12% to 32%. 

Confidence Intervals around Population Estimates 
Population numbers presented in the report were rounded so as to avoid overprecision – that is, 

the misleading implication that our estimates are correct down to the single digit. 

 

The precise population estimates with 95% confidence intervals are shown in Table A5. For 

example, the best estimate of the total Jewish population is 12,064 people, but given the size of 

the sample and possible sampling and non-response error, we can only be 95% confident that the 

true value lies somewhere between 10,936 people and 13,192 people. 

 

Table A5. Population Estimates with Confidence Intervals Shown 

 Estimate Lower bound Upper bound 

Total Jewish population 12,064 10,936 13,192 

Jewish Households 5,770 5,076 6,463 

Jewish Adults 9,811  9,116 10,506 

Jewish Children 2,252 1,326 3,177 

Non-Jewish Adults 989 687 1,292 

Non-Jewish Children 195 76 314 
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Appendix B: Survey Instrument and Codebook 
 

Survey Invitation 
 

March 15, 2013 

 
Name 
Address  

City, State Zip 
 
 
 
Dear [Last name] household, 
 
Over the next couple of weeks, a team of researchers from the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies 

at Brandeis University will be calling members of the Greater Buffalo Jewish community for an important 
survey on behalf of the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo. 
 
This study aims to provide Jewish community organizations and service providers with useful 
information for policy and planning purposes. This study is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Buffalo with the cooperation of local community agencies and congregations.  
 

If you receive one of these phone calls, please don’t hang up! This survey is very important and we need 
to hear from people just like you. This survey is completely voluntary; however, its usefulness is 
dependent on the honest answers and participation from all members of the Greater Buffalo Jewish 
community. You will not be asked to donate money and your information will remain confidential. The 
survey will take 20 to 30 minutes to complete. You must be at least 18 years old to participate. 
 
To complete the survey on-line, please visit the following link: 
 

SURVEY LINK 
 
If you would like to have the survey link emailed to you or schedule a time to complete the survey over 
the phone, please call us at 781-736-2964 or email buffalo@brandeis.edu. We would like to thank you in 
advance for your participation in this important research. If you have any questions regarding the survey, 
please be in touch. 
 

Sincerely, 

  
Matthew Boxer, MA, MS 
Research Associate 

 

mailto:buffalo@brandeis.edu
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Welcome Page 
 

Welcome to Hineini - Count on Me - The 2013 Buffalo Jewish Community Study! 

 

This study aims to provide Jewish community organizations and service providers with useful 

information for policy and planning purposes. This study is sponsored by the Jewish Federation 

of Greater Buffalo with the cooperation of local community agencies and congregations. 

  

This survey is important and we need to hear from people just like you. Its usefulness depends on 

the honest answers and participation of all members of the Western New York area Jewish 

community. The survey will take 20 to 30 minutes to complete. Your information will remain 

confidential. You must be 18 years old to participate. 

 

We recommend completing this survey on computers and tablets, but not on mobile phones. If 

you have any questions, please call Josh Davidson at 781-736-2964 or email 

buffalo@brandeis.edu. 

 

Please click on the "Next " button below to begin the survey. 

 

Matthew Boxer, MA, MS 

Research Associate 

Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies 

Brandeis University 

415 South Street MS 014 

Waltham, MA 02454 

http://www.brandeis.edu/cmjs 

mailto:buffalo@brandeis.edu
http://www.brandeis.edu/cmjs
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Screener 
 

Do you live in the Western New York area for any part of the year?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 1,148 94 

No 78 6 

   

Total 1,226 100 

 

What is the ZIP code of your Western New York address?  

[If respondent lives in Western New York for any part of the year.] 

Note: Percentages do not add up to 100 due to rounding. ZIP codes shown only for respondents 

who were screened into the survey. 

Response Neighborhood n Weighted % 

    

14031 Clarence 8 1 

14032 Clarence Center  6 1 

14051 E. Amherst 59 8 

14068 Amherst/Getzville 28 3 

14072 Grand Island 5 1 

14127 Orchard Park 8 1 

14150 Tonawanda 15 2 

14201 Buffalo-Allentown, Westside 5 1 

14209 Buffalo- Delaware Park, Midtown 10 1 

14214 N. Buffalo/Central Park, University 21 4 

14215 Cheektowaga 6 1 

14216 N. Buffalo 36 10 

14217 Kenmore, Tonawanda 10 1 

14221 Williamsville/Amherst 253 34 

14222 Buffalo/Elmwood Village 33 6 

14223 Tonawanda 41 7 

14226 Snyder/Eggertsville 71 8 

14228 West Amherst 15 4 

    

Total  630 100 
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Each of the following zip codes included 5 or fewer respondents, representing less than 1% of 

the total.  

Response 

 

14004 

14008 

14025 

14036 

14043 

14047 

14052 

14075 

14092 

14094 

14103 

14120 

14131 

14141 

14170 

14171 

14202 

14204 

14206 

14208 

14210 

14212 

14213 

14224 

14225 

14231 

14241 

14304 

14305 

14706 

L2A 1E9 

 

Total=50 
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Do your or any other adult in your household consider themselves to be Jewish?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 680 29 

No 467 71 

   

Total 1,147 100 
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Demographics 
 

Survey starts here for households screened into the survey. 

Are you... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 263 42 

Female 400 58 

   

Total 663 100 

 

How old are you? 

 

 

What is the highest level of school you have completed?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than high school diploma 1 <1 

High school diploma 30 3 

Some college or technical school 49 8 

Associate or technical degree 26 3 

Bachelor’s degree 197 29 

Master’s degree 193 30 

Doctorate or professional degree 164 27 

   

Total 660 100 

 

  

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 14 2 

30-39 30 5 

40-49 83 14 

50-59 110 20 

60-69 155 29 

70-79 106 15 

80-89 86 14 

90+ 22 2 

      

Total 606 100 



16 

 

2013 Greater Buffalo Jewish Community Study - Technical Appendices  

 

1
6
 

Which denomination of Judaism do you identify with, if any? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Orthodox 41 9 

Conservative 199 21 

Reconstructionist 29 5 

Reform 317 40 

Secular/culturally Jewish 37 10 

Just Jewish 48 14 

Not Jewish 9 1 

   

Total 680 100 

 

During grades 1-12, did you ever attend... 

A supplementary school, like Hebrew or Sunday school? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 493 74 

No 145 26 

   

Total  638 100 

 

A full time Jewish day school? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 48 8 

No 515 92 

   

Total  563 100 

 

While growing up, did you ever...  

Attend a Jewish day camp? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 237 36 

No 377 64 

   

Total  614 100 
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Attend a Jewish overnight camp? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 295 48 

No 331 52 

   

Total  626 100 

 

Participate in a Jewish youth group? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 350 54 

No 273 46 

   

Total  623 100 
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Other Adults Living in the Household 
 

How many adults (age 18 or older) usually live in your household—including yourself?    

Response  n Weighted % 

   

1 203 34 

2 384 51 

3  63 9 

4 28 6 

5 1 <1 

6 or more 1 <1 

   

Total  680 100 

 

Here are some questions about the second adult in your household. 

What is your relationship to the second adult in your household? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Your spouse 435 93 

Your adult child 18 3 

Your parent 7 1 

Your mother- or father-in-law 0 0 

Your daughter- or son-in-law 1 <1 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your fiancé/e 3 1 

Your significant other/unmarried partner 7 1 

Your adult grandchild 0 0 

Your roommate/housemate 0 0 

Other 3 1 

   

Total  474 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 258 56 

Female 207 44 

   

Total 465  100 

 

  



19 

 

2013 Greater Buffalo Jewish Community Study - Technical Appendices  

 

1
9
 

How old is s/he? 

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 21 4 

30-39 26 6 

40-49 69 13 

50-59 83 20 

60-69 125 35 

70-79 57 13 

80-89 40 7 

90+ 7 1 

      

Total 428 100 

 

Which denomination of Judaism does s/he identify with, if any?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Orthodox 35 8 

Conservative 113 19 

Reconstructionist 16 4 

Reform 171 32 

Secular/culturally Jewish 23 5 

Just Jewish 32 11 

Not Jewish 87 20 

   

Total 477 100 
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Here are some questions about the third adult in your household. 

What is your relationship to the third adult in your household? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Your spouse 1 1 

Your adult child 80 82 

Your parent 7 5 

Your mother- or father-in-law 1 1 

Your daughter- or son-in-law 2 9 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your fiancé/e 0 0 

Your significant other/unmarried partner 0 0 

Your adult grandchild 1 1 

Your roommate/housemate 1 1 

Other 0 0 

   

Total  93 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 52 50 

Female 39 50 

   

Total 91 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 64 74 

30-39 12 15 

40-49 4 3 

50-59 3 3 

60-69 5 4 

70-79 1 1 

80-89 0 0 

90+ 1 1 

      

Total 90 100 

 

  



21 

 

2013 Greater Buffalo Jewish Community Study - Technical Appendices  

 

2
1
 

Which denomination of Judaism does s/he identify with, if any?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Orthodox 4 2 

Conservative 20 13 

Reconstructionist 3 2 

Reform 40 40 

Secular/culturally Jewish 7 4 

Just Jewish 13 24 

Not Jewish 6 12 

   

Total 93 100 

 

Here are some questions about the fourth adult in your household. 

What is your relationship to the fourth adult in your household? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Your spouse 0 0 

Your adult child 22 67 

Your parent 0 0 

Your mother- or father-in-law 0 0 

Your daughter- or son-in-law 2 21 

Your sibling 2 3 

Your fiancé/e 0 0 

Your significant other/unmarried partner 0 0 

Your adult grandchild 1 1 

Your roommate/housemate 1 3 

Your grandparent 1 1 

Other 1 3 

   

Total  30 100 

 

Is s/he... 

 

 

 

  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 16 60 

Female 14 40 

   

Total 30 100 
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How old is s/he? 

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 24 90 

30-39 2 3 

40-49 0 0 

50-59 2 3 

60-69 0 0 

70-79 0 0 

80-89 2 5 

90+ 0 0 

      

Total 30 100 

 

Which denomination of Judaism does s/he identify with, if any?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Orthodox 2 2 

Conservative 4 5 

Reconstructionist 2 21 

Reform 14 39 

Secular/culturally Jewish 3 4 

Just Jewish 3 23 

Not Jewish 2 6 

   

Total 30 100 
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Here are some questions about the fifth adult in your household. 

What is your relationship to the fifth adult in your household? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Your spouse 0 0 

Your adult child   1 21 

Your parent 0 0 

Your mother- or father-in-law 0 0 

Your daughter- or son-in-law 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your fiancé/e 0 0 

Your significant other/unmarried partner 0 0 

Your adult grandchild 0 0 

Your roommate/housemate 1 79 

Other 0 0 

   

Total  2 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 1 79 

Female 1 21 

   

Total 2 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 2 100 

      

Total 2 100 
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Which denomination of Judaism does s/he identify with, if any?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Orthodox 1 21 

Conservative 0 0 

Reconstructionist 0 0 

Reform 0 0 

Secular/culturally Jewish 0 0 

Just Jewish 0 0 

Not Jewish 1 79 

   

Total 2 100 

 

Here are some questions about the sixth adult in your household. 

What is your relationship to the sixth adult in your household? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Your spouse 0 0 

Your adult child 0 0 

Your parent 0 0 

Your mother- or father-in-law 0 0 

Your daughter- or son-in-law 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your fiancé/e 0 0 

Your significant other/unmarried partner 0 0 

Your adult grandchild 0 0 

Your roommate/housemate 1 100 

Other 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 0 0 

Female 1 100 

   

Total 1 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

18-29 1 100 

   

Total 1 100 
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Which denomination of Judaism does s/he identify with, if any?  

Response n Weighted % 

  0 

Orthodox 0 0 

Conservative 0 0 

Reconstructionist 0 0 

Reform 0 0 

Secular/culturally Jewish 0 0 

Just Jewish 0 0 

Not Jewish 1 100 

   

Total 1 100 
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Children in the Household 
 

How many children (age 17 or younger) usually live in your household?  

Response  n Weighted % 

   

0 520 80 

1 54 8 

2 69 8 

3  25 2 

4 3 <1 

5 4 <1 

6  2 1 

7 2 <1 

8 0 0 

9 or more 1 <1 

   

Total  680 100 

 

Are all of the children in your household being raised in the same religion, if any?  

[If there are two or more children age 17 or younger, who usually live in the household.]  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 104 99 

No 1 1 

   

Total 105 100 

 

In what religion, if any, are the children in your household being raised?  

[If there are two or more children in the household being raised in the same religion, if any.]  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 91 88 

Jewish and something else 5 4 

Another religion 2 1 

No religion 5 5 

Not yet decided 1 2 

   

Total 104 100 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising their children as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

7 responses  
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Here are some questions about the first child in your household.  

What is your relationship to him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 153 96 

Your stepchild 2 1 

Your sibling 2 1 

Your grandchild 3 2 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 160 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 77 61 

Female 76 39 

   

Total 153 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 14 16 

5-9 35 23 

10-17 104 61 

      

Total 153 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 16 17 

Kindergarten 10 5 

1
st
 grade 4 2 

2
nd

 grade 6 2 

3
rd

 grade 9 10 

4
th
 grade 7 5 

5
th
 grade 4 2 

6
th
 grade 9 5 

7
th
 grade 12 6 

8
th
 grade 17 13 

9
th
 grade 13 7 

10
th
 grade 18 14 

11
th
 grade 14 5 

12
th
 grade 13 7 

   

Total  152 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there is one child in the household or if there are two or more children living in the household 

who are not all being raised in the same religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish   136 86 

Jewish and something else 9 5 

Another religion 4 2 

No religion 8 5 

Not yet decided 3 2 

   

Total 160 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If this child is being raised as Jewish and something else, or in another religion.] 

6 responses 
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Here are some questions about the second child in your household.  

What is your relationship to him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 101 95 

Your stepchild 2 1 

Your sibling 2 2 

Your grandchild 1 2 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 106 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 62 51 

Female 40 49 

   

Total 102 100 

 
How old is s/he?  

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 19 16 

5-9 27 32 

10-17 56 52 

      

Total 102 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 19 16 

Kindergarten 8 16 

1
st
 grade 5 3 

2
nd

 grade 5 5 

3
rd

 grade 6 5 

4
th
 grade 7 8 

5
th
 grade 6 15 

6
th
 grade 11 7 

7
th
 grade 16 14 

8
th
 grade 9 6 

9
th
 grade 5 3 

10
th
 grade 3 2 

11
th
 grade 1 1 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  101 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are two or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the same 

religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish   92 88 

Jewish and something else 5 4 

Another religion 2 1 

No religion 5 5 

Not yet decided 3 2 

   

Total 106 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If this child is being raised as Jewish and something else, or in another religion.] 

0 responses  
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Here are some questions about the third child in your household.  

What is your relationship to him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 36 96 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 1 4 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 37 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 16 58 

Female 19 42 

   

Total 35 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 12 21 

5-9 12 54 

10-17 12 25 

      

Total 36 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 11 20 

Kindergarten 3 8 

1
st
 grade 3 9 

2
nd

 grade 3 34 

3
rd

 grade 1 2 

4
th
 grade 4 10 

5
th
 grade 3 5 

6
th
 grade 4 9 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 2 3 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  34 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are three or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the 

same religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 33 89 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 2 9 

Not yet decided 1 2 

   

Total 36 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

0 responses 
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Here are some questions about the fourth child in your household. What is your relationship to 

him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 12 100 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 12 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 7 81 

Female 4 19 

   

Total 11 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 3 17 

5-9 7 78 

10-17 2 5 

      

Total 12 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 5 23 

Kindergarten 0 0 

1
st
 grade 2 6 

2
nd

 grade 2 63 

3
rd

 grade 0 0 

4
th
 grade 1 3 

5
th
 grade 2 5 

6
th
 grade 0 0 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 0 0 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  12 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are four or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the 

same religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 12 100 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 0 0 

Not yet decided 0 0 

   

Total 12 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

 0 responses 
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Here are some questions about the fifth child in your household. What is your relationship to 

him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 9 100 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 9 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 6 89 

Female 3 11 

   

Total 9 100 

 

How old is s/he?  

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 4 14 

5-9 4 83 

10-17 1 3 

      

Total 9 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 4 14 

Kindergarten 2 77 

1
st
 grade 1 3 

2
nd

 grade 1 3 

3
rd

 grade 0 0 

4
th
 grade 0 0 

5
th
 grade 1 3 

6
th
 grade 0 0 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 0 0 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  9 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are five or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the 

same religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 9 100 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 0 0 

Not yet decided 0 0 

   

Total   9 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

0 responses 
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Here are some questions about the sixth child in your household. What is your relationship to 

him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 5 100 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 5 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 2 9 

Female 3 91 

   

Total 5 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 3 93 

5-9 2 7 

      

Total 9 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 3 93 

Kindergarten 1 4 

1
st
 grade 0 0 

2
nd

 grade 0 0 

3
rd

 grade 1 4 

4
th
 grade 0 0 

5
th
 grade 0 0 

6
th
 grade 0 0 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 0 0 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  5 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are six or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the same 

religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 5 100 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 0 0 

Not yet decided 0 0 

   

Total 5 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

0 responses 

 

  



39 

 

2013 Greater Buffalo Jewish Community Study - Technical Appendices  

 

3
9
 

Here are some questions about the seventh child in your household.  

What is your relationship to him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 3 100 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 3 100 

  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 3 100 

Female 0 0 

   

Total 3 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 2 67 

5-9 1 33 

      

Total 3 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 2 67 

Kindergarten 1 33 

1
st
 grade 0 0 

2
nd

 grade 0 0 

3
rd

 grade 0 0 

4
th
 grade 0 0 

5
th
 grade 0 0 

6
th
 grade 0 0 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 0 0 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  3 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are seven or more children living in the household who not all being raised in the same 

religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 3 100 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 0 0 

Not yet decided 0 0 

   

Total 3 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

0 responses 
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Here are some questions about the eighth child in your household.  

What is your relationship to him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 1 100 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 1 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 0 0 

Female 1 100 

   

Total 1 100 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 1 100 

      

Total 1 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 1 100 

Kindergarten 0 0 

1
st
 grade 0 0 

2
nd

 grade 0 0 

3
rd

 grade 0 0 

4
th
 grade 0 0 

5
th
 grade 0 0 

6
th
 grade 0 0 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 0 0 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are eight or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the 

same religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish   1 100 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 0 0 

Not yet decided 0 0 

   

Total   1 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

0 responses 
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Here are some questions about the ninth child in your household.  

What is your relationship to him/her?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Your child 1 100 

Your stepchild 0 0 

Your sibling 0 0 

Your grandchild 0 0 

Other 0 0 

   

Total 1 100 

 

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 0 0 

Female 0 0 

   

Total 0 0 

 

How old is s/he? 

(If s/he is not yet one year old, enter 0.) 

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 1 100 

      

Total 1 100 
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What grade was s/he in during the 2012-13 school year? 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Not yet in kindergarten 1 100 

Kindergarten 0 0 

1
st
 grade 0 0 

2
nd

 grade 0 0 

3
rd

 grade 0 0 

4
th
 grade 0 0 

5
th
 grade 0 0 

6
th
 grade 0 0 

7
th
 grade 0 0 

8
th
 grade 0 0 

9
th
 grade 0 0 

10
th
 grade 0 0 

11
th
 grade 0 0 

12
th
 grade 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 

 

In what religion, if any, is s/he being raised?  

[If there are nine or more children living in the household who are not all being raised in the 

same religion, if any.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Jewish 1 100 

Jewish and something else 0 0 

Another religion 0 0 

No religion 0 0 

Not yet decided 0 0 

   

Total 1 100 

 

Please specify the religion:  

[If raising this child as Jewish and something else, or another religion.] 

0 responses 
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Children Living Outside of the Household 
 

How many children do you have of any age who do NOT usually live in your household?  

Please include both adult and minor children who do NOT usually live with you.  

Response  n Weighted % 

   

0 216 37 

1 69 14 

2 150 25 

3  93 17 

4 29 3 

5 7 3 

6  1 <1 

7 0 0 

8 0 0 

9 or more 0 0 

   

Total  565 100 

 

Here are a few questions about your oldest child who does NOT live in your household.  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 171 56 

Female 176 44 

   

Total 347 100 

 

How old is s/he?  

Response n Weighted % 

      

0-4 1 2 

5-9 0 0 

10-17 2 <1 

18-29 61 21 

30-39 67 19 

40-49 92 31 

50-59 78 19 

60-69 40 8 

70-79 1 <1 

80-89 0 0 

90+ 0 0 

      

Total 342 100 
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Where does s/he live?  

City: 325 responses 

State: 316 responses 

Country: 254 responses 

 

Here are a few questions about your second oldest child who does NOT live in your household.  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 136 56 

Female 137 44 

   

Total 273 100 

 

 

 

 

How old is s/he?  

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 48 19 

30-39 65 27 

40-49 69 26 

50-59 75 24 

60-69 14 4 

70-79 1 <1 

      

Total 272 100 

 

Where does s/he live?  

City: 248 responses 

State: 248 responses 

Country: 186 responses 

 

Here are a few questions about your third oldest child who does NOT live in your household.  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 71 55 

Female 56 45 

   

Total 127 100 
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How old is s/he?  

Response n Weighted % 

      

10-17 1 <1 

18-29 24 22 

30-39 24 38 

40-49 27 13 

50-59 41 23 

60-69 5 3 

      

Total 122 100 

 

Where does s/he live?  

City: 117 responses 

State: 110 responses 

Country: 83 responses 

 

Here are a few questions about your fourth oldest child who does NOT live in your household.  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 18 35 

Female 17 65 

   

Total 35 100 

 

How old is s/he?  

Response n Weighted % 

      

10-17 2 3 

18-29 5 43 

30-39 7 13 

40-49 11 24 

50-59 10 17 

      

Total 35 100 
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Where does s/he live?  

City: 35 responses 

State: 34 responses 

Country: 23 responses 

 

Here are a few questions about your fifth oldest child who does NOT live in your household.  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 3 10 

Female 5 90 

   

Total 8 100 

 

How old is s/he?  

Response n Weighted % 

      

18-29 1 77 

30-39 0 0 

40-49 2 8 

50-59 4 15 

      

Total 7 100 

 

Where does s/he live?  

City: 8 responses 

State: 8 responses 

Country: 5 responses 

 

Here are a few questions about your sixth oldest child who does NOT live in your household.  

Is s/he... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Male 0 0 

Female 0 0 

   

Total 0 0 

 

How old is s/he?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

40-49 1 100 

   

Total 1 100 
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Where does s/he live?  

City: 0 responses 

State: 0 responses 

Country: 0 responses 

  

 

 

 

 

Do you have a parent living outside of your household, but in Western New York? 

[If respondent indicated their age was 70 years old or younger.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 109 30 

No 255 70 

   

Total 364 100 
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Jewish Practices and Activities 
 

How often do you or someone in your household light Shabbat candles on a Friday night?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 246 44 

Sometimes 240 31 

Usually 67 9 

Always 107 16 

   

Total 660 100 

 

In a typical year, do you or someone in your household... 

Attend or hold a Passover seder  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 608 88 

No 52 12 

   

Total 660 100 

 

Light Hannukah candles 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 599 88 

No 53 12 

   

Total  652 100 

 

Which of the following best describes your current practices regarding keeping kosher? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Don’t follow kosher rules at all  318 56 

Follow some kosher rules, like avoiding pork or shellfish 119 21 

Keep kosher only at home 65 11 

Keep kosher all the time 60 12 

   

Total  562 100 
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Do you make decisions about buying food products based on their kosher certification 

(hechsher)?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 294 53 

Sometimes 144 25 

Usually 54 6 

Always 75 16 

   

Total 567 100 

 

In the past 12 months, how often have you... 

Read or studied Tanakh (the Hebrew Bible) or Rabbinic texts? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 265 55 

Rarely 106 13 

Occasionally  92 15 

Often 99 17 

   

Total 562 100 

 

Read Jewish literature, such as Jewish philosophy, poetry, essays and novels, or listened to 

Jewish music? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 117 27 

Rarely 118 20 

Occasionally  191 35 

Often 136 18 

   

Total 562 100 

 

Attended a Jewish play, film, concert, museum, or other Jewish cultural event? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 110 27 

Rarely 131 22 

Occasionally  233 40 

Often 90 12 

   

Total 564 100 
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How many of the people you consider to be your closest friends are Jewish?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

None 31 6 

Some 139 34 

About half 115 15 

Most 219 33 

All 60 12 

   

Total 564 100 
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Engagement with Israel & Feelings of Peoplehood 
 

How many times, if any, have you been to Israel?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 228 48 

Once 157 25 

Twice 53 9 

Three times 36 5 

Four times 25 6 

Five times or more 62 7 

   

Total 561 100 

 

What was the primary purpose(s) of your visit(s) to Israel? 

323 responses 

 

Did you ever apply to go on a Taglit-Birthright Israel trip?  

[If respondent indicated their age was 40 years old or younger.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes, I applied and went on a trip 7 8 

Yes, I applied but did not go on a trip 3 4 

No, I never applied 42 87 

   

Total  52 100 

 

To what extent do you...  

Feel a connection to Jewish history?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 4 1 

A little 66 16 

Somewhat  131 21 

Very much 359 62 

   

Total 560 100 
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Feel a connection to Israel? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 25 5 

A little 73 19 

Somewhat  153 26 

Very much 304 50 
   

Total 555 100 

 

Feel part of a worldwide Jewish community?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 14 5 

A little 60 13 

Somewhat  151 32 

Very much 330 50 

   

Total 555 100 

 

Feel a connection to the Jewish community where you live?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 25 10 

A little 78 22 

Somewhat  159 25 

Very much 296 43 

   

Total 558 100 

 

Feel a connection to Jewish customs and traditions? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 13 3 

A little 65 19 

Somewhat  161 25 

Very much 320 53 

   

Total 559 100 
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Feel a connection to your Jewish peers? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 22 5 

A little 57 20 

Somewhat  149 25 

Very much 325 50 

   

Total 553 100 

 

To what extent are you currently engaged in political activities related to Israel?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Not at all 271 55 

A little 159 26 

Somewhat  91 14 

Very much 36 5 

   

Total 557 100 

 

In the past month, how often did you actively seek out news about Israel?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 70 20 

Once or twice 141 25 

Once a week 116 18 

Every few days 110 18 

Once a day  79 14 

Several times a day  37 6 

   

Total 553 100 

 

In the past month, how often have you discussed Israel with family and/or friends?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 75 17 

Once or twice 249 46 

Once a week 98 15 

Every few days 93 14 

Once a day  25 5 

Several times a day  16 3 

   

Total 556 100 
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Religious Services 
 

How often do you attend any type of organized Jewish religious services?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never  48 13 

Once or twice a year 156 27 

Every few months 168 22 

About once a month 93 13 

Two or three times a month 77 7 

Once a week or more 109 18 

   

Total 651 100 

 

Did you attend any High Holiday services this past fall?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 453 78 

No 104 22 

   

Total  557 100 

 

Thinking about the last time you attended Jewish religious services, to what extent do you agree 

or disagree with the following statements?  

I was warmly welcomed 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Strongly disagree 9 1 

Slightly disagree 15 2 

Neither agree nor disagree 58 15 

Slightly agree 99 19 

Strongly agree 370 63 

   

Total 551 100 
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I did not understand what was going on. 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Strongly disagree 376  64 

Slightly disagree 75 13 

Neither agree nor disagree 31 9 

Slightly agree 32 7 

Strongly agree 34 8 

   

Total 548 100 

 

I was bored. 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Strongly disagree 292 53 

Slightly disagree 89 14 

Neither agree nor disagree 74 14 

Slightly agree 79 15 

Strongly agree 17 4 

   

Total 551 100 

 

I was inspired or emotionally involved. 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Strongly disagree 42 9 

Slightly disagree 53 13 

Neither agree nor disagree 82 18 

Slightly agree 192 25 

Strongly agree 179 36 

   

Total 548 100 

 

I felt connected to the other people there. 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Strongly disagree 23 3 

Slightly disagree 41 9 

Neither agree nor disagree 76 17 

Slightly agree 156 25 

Strongly agree 254 45 

   

Total 550 100 
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Synagogue Membership 
 

Do you or anyone in your household currently belong to a synagogue, temple, minyan, or High 

Holy Day congregation in Western New York?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 516 65 

No 137 35 

   

Total  653 100 

 

How many congregations?  

[If someone in the household is currently a member of a congregation in Western New York.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

1 452 93 

2 46 6 

3 9 1 

4 2 <1 

5 or more 0 0 

   

Total  509 100 

 

What is the current name and location of the first congregation?  

Name:  506 responses 

City/town: 474 responses 

 

For how many years have you or a member of your household been a member of this 

congregation?  

490 responses  

 

What is the current name and location of the second congregation?  

Name: 56 responses 

City/town: 52 responses 

 

For how many years have you or a member of your household been a member of this 

congregation?  

52 responses 

 

What is the current name and location of the third congregation?  

Name: 1 response 

City/town: 1 response 
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For how many years have you or a member of your household been a member of this 

congregation?  

10 responses 

 

What is the current name and location of the fourth congregation?  

Name: 0 responses 

City/town: 0 responses 

 

For how many years have you or a member of your household been a member of this 

congregation?  

1 response 

 

What are the primary reasons that you/your household does not belong to a congregation?  

[If no one in the household is currently a member of a congregation in Western New York.]  

97 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons that you/your household joined a congregation? 

[If anyone in the household is currently a member of a congregation in Western New York.]  

405 responses 
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Jewish Community Center Membership 
 

Have you or anyone in your household ever been a member of the Jewish Community Center of 

Greater Buffalo?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 493 73 

No 160 27 

   

Total  653 100 

 

Are you or anyone in your household currently a member of the Jewish Community Center of 

Greater Buffalo?  

[If anyone in the household is currently a member of the Jewish Community Center of Greater 

Buffalo.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes (Dues-paying member/s)  265 50 

Yes, we consider ourselves members but do not pay dues 44 8 

No 183 42 

   

Total  492 100 

 

Which building do you or anyone in your household primarily use as a member(s) of the Jewish 

Community Center of Greater Buffalo?  

[If anyone in the household is currently a member of the Jewish Community Center of Greater 

Buffalo, whether they are dues-paying members or not.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Benderson (Amherst)  229 72 

Holland (City) 48 21 

Both equally 30 7 

   

Total  307 100 

 

 

What are the primary reasons why you or someone in your household joined the JCC? 

[If anyone in the household is currently a member of the Jewish Community Center of Greater 

Buffalo, whether they are dues-paying members or not.] 

236 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons why you are not a member of the JCC?  

[If no one in the household is currently a member of the Jewish Community Center of Greater 

Buffalo] 

252 responses 
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Jewish Programming 
 

In the past year, how often have you or any member(s) of your household attended any Jewish 

programs, events, or activities?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Never 113 26 

Once or twice 153 27 

Every few months 183 23 

About once a month 85 9 

Two or three times a month 55 5 

Once a week or more  59 9 

   

Total 648 100 

 

What kinds of programs have you attended?  

[If a member of the household has attended any programs in the past year.] 

411 responses  

 

What are the primary reasons why you or any member of your household have not attended such 

programs?  

[If no member of the household has attended any Jewish programs in the past year.]  

70 responses 

 

In what ways did you hear about programs and events in the Jewish community in the past year?  

464 responses 

 

How would you prefer to receive information about programs and events in the Western New 

York Jewish Community?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

In print (newsletters, mailings, etc.)  212 38 

Electronically (emails, website, etc.)  149 27 

No preference 191 35 

   

Total 552 100 
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Would you be interested in attending the followings types of programs?  

GLBT Programming 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 55 8 

No 446 92 

   

Total 501 100 

 

Elder Care 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 115 23 

No 404 77 

   

Total 519 100 

 

Interfaith Programming 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 182 29 

No 340 71 

   

Total 522 100 

 

 

Programming for people with disabilities 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 113 16 

No 404 84 

   

Total 517 100 

 

Israel Advocacy 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 263 46 

No 261 54 

   

Total 524 100 
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Jewish Family Programming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intergenerational Programming 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 199 30 

No 314 70 

   

Total 513 100 

 

“Empty-Nest” Programming  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 108 17 

No 397 83 

   

Total 505 100 

 

What other types of Jewish programs would you be interested in attending, if any?  

286 responses 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 204 35 

No 313 65 

   

Total 517 100 



64 

 

2013 Greater Buffalo Jewish Community Study - Technical Appendices  

 

6
4
 

Education of Children Not Yet in Kindergarten 
 

The following questions are about your oldest child who is not yet in kindergarten. (That is, if 

you have more than one child who has not yet started kindergarten, please answer only for the 

oldest.) 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 22 32 

No 22 68 

   

Total  44 100 

 

Does this child currently attend a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare?  

[If this child has ever attended a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 18 90 

No 2 10 

   

Total  20 100 

 

Do you have any plans to send this child to a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 5 57 

No 17 43 

   

Total  22 100 

 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended a Jewish preschool, nursery school, 

or daycare?  

[If this child has never attended a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare.] 

18 responses 
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Education of Children Between Kindergarten and Fourth Grade 
 

The following questions are about your oldest child who was enrolled in any grade between 

kindergarten and fourth grade during the 2012-2013 school year. (That is, if you have more than 

one child in these grades, please answer only for the oldest.)  

[If there are any children in the household who were in any grade between kindergarten and 

fourth grade during the 2012-2013 school year.] 

Did this child ever attend a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 41 66 

No 23 34 

   

Total  64 100 

 

Does this child currently attend... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

A public school 35 68 

A Jewish day school or yeshiva in 

Western New York 

15 22 

A Jewish day school or yeshiva 

outside of Western New York 

1 2 

Other private school 4 9 

Home school 0 0 

   

Total  55 100 

 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish day school or yeshiva? 

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 2 4 

No 36 96 

   

Total  38 100 
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Do you have any plans to send this child to a Jewish day school or yeshiva?  

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 1 1 

No 37 99 

   

Total  38 100 

 

What are the primary reasons why this child has never attended a Jewish day school or yeshiva?  

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva and has never attended a 

Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

28 responses 

Has this child ever attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 40 68 

No 23 32 

   

Total  63 100 

 

Does this child currently attend a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school?  

[If this child has ever attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 33 100 

No 0 0 

   

Total  33 100 

 

 

Do you have any plans to send this child to a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school 

or Hebrew school?   

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 7 34 

No 13 66 

   

Total  20 100 
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What are the primary reasons that this child has never attended a supplementary Jewish school, 

like Sunday school or Hebrew school?  

[If this child has never attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school.] 

14 responses  

 

Has this child ever attended... 

A Jewish day camp 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 36 62 

No 26 38 

   

Total  62 100 

 

An overnight camp that had Shabbat services or a Jewish educational program 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 13 17 

No 50 83 

   

Total  63 100 

 

Last summer (2012), did this child attend a Jewish day camp?  

[If this child has ever attended a Jewish day camp.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 14 56 

No 8 44 

   

Total  22 100 

 

Last summer (2012), did this child attend an overnight camp that had Shabbat services or Jewish 

educational program?  

[If this child has ever attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat services or a Jewish 

educational program.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 6 84 

No 2 16 

   

Total  8 100 
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In the summer of 2013, do you have plans to send this child to... 

A Jewish day camp 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 27 42 

No 26 58 

   

Total  53 100 

 

An overnight camp that had Shabbat services or a Jewish educational program 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 14 28 

No 36 72 

   

Total  50 100 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended a Jewish day camp?  

[If this child has never attended a Jewish day camp.] 

8 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat 

services or a Jewish educational program?  

[If this child has never attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat services or a Jewish 

educational program.] 

20 responses 

 

Does this child plan to participate in a Jewish youth group in the next 12 months?  

[If this child was in the 4
th

 grade during the 2012-2013 school year.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 6 39 

No 8 61 

   

Total  14 100 
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Education of Children Between Fifth and Eighth Grade 
 

The following questions are about your oldest child who was enrolled in any grade between fifth 

and eighth grade during the 2012-2013 school year. (That is, if you have more than one child in 

these grades, please answer only for the oldest.)  

[If there are any children in the household who were in any grade between fifth and eighth grade 

during the 2012-2013 school year.]  

Did this child ever attend a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 48 61 

No 21 39 

   

Total  69 100 

 

Does this child currently attend... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

A public school 32 64 

A Jewish day school or yeshiva in Western 

New York 

16 23 

A Jewish day school or yeshiva outside of 

Western New York 

0 0 

Other private school 8 13 

Home school 0 0 

   

Total  56 100 

 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish day school or yeshiva? 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 2 4 

No 40 96 

   

Total  42 100 
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Do you have any plans to send this child to a Jewish day school or yeshiva?  

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 0 0 

No 40 100 

   

Total  40 100 

 

What are the primary reasons why this child has never attended a Jewish day school or yeshiva?  

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva and has never attended a 

Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

28 responses 

Has this child ever attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 45 62 

No 22 38 

   

Total  67 100 

 

Does this child currently attend a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school?  

[If this child has ever attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 29 82 

No 7 18 

   

Total  36 100 

 

 

Do you have any plans to send this child to a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school 

or Hebrew school?  

[If this child has never attended or has attended in the past, but does not currently attend a 

supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew school.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 3 9 

No 23 91 

   

Total  26 100 
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What are the primary reasons that this child has never attended a supplementary Jewish school, 

like Sunday school or Hebrew school?  

[If this child has never attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school.] 

0 responses 

 

Has this child ever attended... 

A Jewish day camp 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 45 59 

No 22 41 

   

Total  67 100 

 

An overnight camp that had Shabbat services or a Jewish educational program 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 28 38 

No 38 62 

   

Total  66 100 

 

Last summer (2012), did this child attend a Jewish day camp?  

[If this child has ever attended a Jewish day camp.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 14 46 

No 12 54 

   

Total  26 100 

 

Last summer (2012), did this child attend an overnight camp that had Shabbat services or Jewish 

educational program?  

[If this child has ever attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat services or a Jewish 

educational program.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 13 82 

No 5 18 

   

Total  18 100 
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In the summer of 2013, do you have plans to send this child to... 

A Jewish day camp  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 16 25 

No 37 75 

   

Total  53 100 

 

An overnight camp that had Shabbat services or a Jewish educational program 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 20 34 

No 36 66 

   

Total  56 100 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended a Jewish day camp?  

[If this child has never attended a Jewish day camp.] 

11 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat 

services or a Jewish educational program?  

[If this child has never attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat services or a Jewish 

educational program.] 

15 responses 

 

Since September 2012, has this child participated in a Jewish youth group?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 26 41 

No 29 59 

   

Total  55 100 

 

Does this child plan to participate in a Jewish youth group in the next 12 months?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 28 44 

No 26 56 

   

Total  54 100 
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Education of Children Between Ninth and Twelfth Grade 
 

The following questions are about your oldest child who is in the 9th-12th grade.  

[If there are any children in the household who were in any grade between 9
th

 and 12
th

 grade 

during the 2012-2013 school year.]  

Did this child ever attend a Jewish preschool, nursery school, or daycare?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 37 70 

No 19 30 

   

Total  56 100 

 

Does this child currently attend... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

A public school 34 80 

A Jewish day school or yeshiva in 

Western New York 

0 0 

A Jewish day school or yeshiva 

outside of Western New York 

6 10 

Other private school 5 11 

Home school 0 0 

   

Total  45 100 

 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish day school or yeshiva? 

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 6 13 

No 35 87 

   

Total  41 100 

 

 

What are the primary reasons why this child has never attended a Jewish day school or yeshiva?  

[If this child currently does not attend a Jewish day school or yeshiva and has never attended a 

Jewish day school or yeshiva.] 

26 responses 
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Has this child ever attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 43 78 

No 13 22 

   

Total  56 100 

 

Does this child currently attend a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school?  

[If this child has ever attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 17 54 

No 14 46 

   

Total  31 100 

 

Do you have any plans to send this child to a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school 

or Hebrew school?  

[If this child was in the 9
th

, 10
th

, or 11
th
 grade during the 2012-2013 school year and has never 

attended, or has attended, but does not currently attend a supplementary Jewish school, like 

Sunday school or Hebrew school, but does not currently.]  

Response n Weighted % 
   

Yes 0 0 

No 20 100 

   

Total  20 100 

 

What are the primary reasons why this child has never attended a supplementary Jewish school 

like Sunday school or Hebrew school?  

[If this child has never attended a supplementary Jewish school, like Sunday school or Hebrew 

school.] 

7 responses 
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Has this child ever attended... 

A Jewish day camp 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 33 44 

No 22 56 

   

Total  55 100 

 

An overnight camp that had Shabbat services or a Jewish educational program 

Response n Weighted % 

    

Yes 22 28 

No 34 72 

   

Total  56 100 

 

Last summer (2012), did this child attend a Jewish day camp?  

[If this child has ever attended a Jewish day camp.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 3 13 

No 19 87 

   

Total  22 100 

 

Last summer (2012), did this child attend an overnight camp that had Shabbat services or Jewish 

educational program?  

[If this child has ever attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat services or a Jewish 

educational program.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 7 46 

No 9 54 

   

Total  16 100 
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In the summer of 2013, do you have plans to send this child to... 

A Jewish day camp 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 3 8 

No 31 92 

   

Total  34 100 

 

An overnight camp that had Shabbat services or a Jewish educational program 

Response n Weighted % 

    

Yes 9 25 

No 25 75 

   

Total  34 100 

 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended a Jewish day camp?  

[If this child has never attended a Jewish day camp.] 

10 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons that this child never attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat 

services or a Jewish educational program?  

[If this child has never attended an overnight camp that has Shabbat services or a Jewish 

educational program.] 

16 responses 

 

Since September 2012, has this child participated in a Jewish youth group?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 17 36 

No 26 64 

   

Total  43 100 

 

Does this child plan to participate in a Jewish youth group in the next 12 months?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 14 39 

No 21 61 

   

Total  35 100 

 

 

 



77 

 

2013 Greater Buffalo Jewish Community Study - Technical Appendices  

 

7
7
 

Volunteering 
 

In the past month, did you volunteer your time to any organization?  

(Please include any volunteering you did for non-Jewish organizations.) 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 293 56 

No 255 44 

   

Total  548 100 

 

For how many organizations?  

[If volunteered their time to any organization in the past month.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

1 103 41 

2 88 26 

3 58 19 

4 19 3 

5 12 8 

6 7 2 

10 1 <1 

20 1 <1 

   

Total  289 100 

 

Of these organizations, how many are Jewish? 

[If volunteered their time to any organization in the past month.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

0 88 48 

1 115 29 

2 48 12 

3 27 10 

4 5 1 

5 1 <1 

6 1 <1 

10 1 <1 

   

Total  286 100 
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How many hours did you spend volunteering in the past month?  

278 responses 

 

How many hours were for a Jewish organization?  

184 responses 

 

What kind of volunteer work did you do for a Jewish organization?  

178 responses  

 

What are the primary reasons why you did not volunteer for Jewish organizations? 

[If none of the organizations they volunteered for were Jewish.] 

0 responses  

 

What are the primary reasons why you did not volunteer?  

[If they did not volunteer their time to any organization in the past month.] 

204 responses 
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Philanthropy 
 

Over the past year, which of the following best describes the charities to which you made 

monetary contributions, other than membership dues?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

All Jewish  32 4 

Mostly Jewish  207 26 

About equal 221 32 

Mostly non-Jewish 132 26 

All non-Jewish 18 7 

I made no monetary contributions 26 5 

   

Total  636 100 

 

Over the past year, have you made charitable contributions to...  

The Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes  376 67 

No 111 33 

   

Total 487 100 

A synagogue (other than membership dues) 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes  364 65 

No 121 35 

   

Total 485 100 

 

Another Jewish agency in Western New York 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes  249 48 

No 219 52 

   

Total 468 100 
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What was that agency?  

[If made charitable contributions to another Jewish agency in Western New York over the past 

year.] 

163 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons why you did not make a charitable contribution to Western New 

York Jewish community organizations in the past year?  

[If they made no monetary contributions in the last year to any Jewish charities.] 

42 responses  

 

In the past year, did you receive any requests to make charitable donations to Western New York 

Jewish organizations?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 468 85 

No 69 15 

   

Total  537 100 

 

Have you made a donation to any Western New York Jewish organization using a donor-advised 

fund, trust, or other charitable giving vehicle?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 65 13 

No 470 87 

   

Total  535 100 

 

Have you designated any Western New York Jewish organization as a beneficiary in your will?   

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 38 5 

No 494 95 

   

Total  532 100 

 

What social justice issues interest you the most?  

(Social justice issues are problems that society faces on the local, national, or international level, 

like poverty, education, health, and the environment.) 

406 responses 
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Residency Information 
 

In order to geographically classify our sample, please tell us the nearest cross streets to where 

you live in Western New York (e.g., Maple and North Forest).  

502 responses 

Were you born in Western New York?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 312 43 

No 324 57 

   

Total  636 100 

 

Do you have another home other than your primary residence?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 117 15 

No 518 85 

   

Total  635 100 

 

Where is that other residence?  

[If they have another home other than their primary residence.] 

City: 96 responses 

State or Province: 104 responses 

Country: 79 responses 

 

What part of the year do you spend in Western New York?  

[If they have another home other than their primary residence.] 

88 responses 

 

Would you consider your Western New York address your primary residence?  

[If they have another home other than their primary residence.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 88 92 

No 10 8 

   

Total  98 100 
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Thinking about your residence in Western New York, do you... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Own your home 582 94 

Rent your home 50 6 

   

Total  632 100 

 

In what year did you move to Western New York?  

(If you live in Western New York for only part of the year, please indicate the year when you 

first lived in the area for any part of the year.)  

[If they were not born in Western New York.] 

308 responses  

 

Do you have any plans to move out of Western New York?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 82 14 

No 551 86 

   

Total  633 100 

 

 

 

When do you plan to move?  

[If they have any plans to move out of Western New York.] 

Response  n Weighted % 

   

Within the next year 7 7 

In 1-2 years 8 6 

In 3-5 years 21 16 

In 6-10 years 8 6 

In 11 years or more 8 6 

Don’t know 26 59 

   

Total  78 100 

 

Where do you plan to move?  

[If they have any plans to move out of Western New York.] 

City: 38 responses 

State: 44 responses 

Country: 30 responses 
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What would be your primary reason for moving?  

[If they have any plans to move out of Western New York.] 

65 responses 

 

Are you, your parent, your spouse, or another family member currently a resident of an 

independent/assisted living facility?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 59 9 

No 483 91 

   

Total  542 100 

 

Is that facility located in the Western New York area?  

[If the respondent, their spouse, or another family member is currently a resident of an 

independent/assisted living facility.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 46 80 

No 12 20 

   

Total  58 100 

 

Does anyone in your household require special needs services?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 40 5 

No 496 95 

   

Total  536 100 

 

What special needs services does s/he require? 

[If anyone in the household requires special needs services.] 

35 responses 

 

Do you need assistance with housekeeping and maintenance in your home?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 91 14 

No 444 86 

   

Total  535 100 
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Health  
 

Do you have a parent living in Western New York in a household other than your own who 

requires elder care services?  

[If the respondent had a parent living outside of their household, but in Western New York.]  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 26 26 

No 79 74 

   

Total  105 100 

 

During that past year, were counseling or other mental health services required for anyone in 

your household?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 71 10 

No 464 90 

   

Total  535 100 

 

If you needed social services and those offered by a Jewish organization were equal in quality to 

other offerings would you be...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Much more likely to use a Jewish provider 206 41 

A little more likely to use a Jewish provider 146 25 

Neither more nor less likely to use a Jewish provider 167 32 

A little more likely to use a non-Jewish provider 3 <1 

A lot more likely to use a non-Jewish provider 10 1 

   

Total  532 100 

 

Do you provide any regular caregiving to any adult family members?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 63 10 

No 470 90 

   

Total  533 100 
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Describe your overall health. Is it... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 208 36 

Very good 250 36 

Good 120 21 

Fair 44 6 

Poor 9 1 

   

Total  631 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the second adult in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 156 38 

Very good 181 41 

Good 69 15 

Fair 34 6 

Poor 3 <1 

   

Total  443 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the third adult in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 55 60 

Very good 24 32 

Good 6 5 

Fair 3 2 

Poor 2 1 

   

Total  90 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the fourth adult in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 15 40 

Very good 9 53 

Good 4 5 

Fair 1 1 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  29 100 
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Describe the overall health of the fifth adult in your household. Is it...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe the overall health of the sixth adult in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 0 0 

Very good 1 100 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 

 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 1 21 

Very good 1 79 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  2 100 
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Health of Children in the Household  
 

Describe the overall health of the first child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 120 73 

Very good 28 19 

Good 5 8 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  153 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the second child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 80 74 

Very good 18 22 

Good 1 1 

Fair 3 2 

Poor 1 1 

   

Total  103 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the third child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 26 80 

Very good 9 18 

Good 1 2 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  36 100 
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Describe the overall health of the fourth child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 7 77 

Very good 3 16 

Good 1 4 

Fair 1 3 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  12 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the fifth child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 6 89 

Very good 2 8 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 1 3 

   

Total  9 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the sixth child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 3 91 

Very good 2 9 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  5 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the seventh child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 2 67 

Very good 1 33 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  3 100 
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Describe the overall health of the eighth child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 1 100 

Very good 0 0 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 

 

Describe the overall health of the ninth child in your household. Is it...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Excellent 1 100 

Very good 0 0 

Good 0 0 

Fair 0 0 

Poor 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 
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Labor Force Participation & Financial Well Being 
 

Which of the following words or phrases best describes your household’s standard of living?   

Response n Weighted % 

   

Prosperous 53 7 

Living very comfortably 215 44 

Living reasonably comfortably 210 41 

Just getting along 44 8 

Nearly poor 5 1 

Poor 2 <1 

   

Total  529 100 

 

Overall, how confident are you that you (and your spouse/partner) will have enough money to 

live comfortably throughout your retirement years?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Very confident 193 30 

Somewhat confident 213 45 

Uncertain 92 20 

Not very confident 20 4 

Not at all confident 14 2 

   

Total  532 100 

 

We would like to ask some questions about your household members’ jobs.  

Are you currently... 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Employed full-time 220 44 

Employed part-time 68 13 

Retired 204 36 

A homemaker 24 4 

A student 6 1 

Unemployed and looking for full-time work 6 1 

Unemployed and looking for part-time work 2 <1 

Unemployed, not looking 4 <1 

Disabled and/or unable to work 3 <1 

   

Total  537 100 
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Are you currently underemployed?  

[If employed full- or part-time.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 24 10 

No 237 90 

   

Total  261 100 

 

What is your occupation?  

[If employed full- or part-time, or unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work.] 

283 responses 

 

How long have you been unemployed?  

[If unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work, or unemployed and not looking for 

work.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than 3 months 3 24 

3-6 months  1 19 

6 months – 1 year 3 23 

1-2 years 1 8 

More than 2 years 4 25 

   

Total  12 100 

 

Is the second adult in your household...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Employed full-time 178 50 

Employed part-time 52 17 

Retired 97 26 

A homemaker 26 4 

A student 7 2 

Unemployed and looking for full-time work 5 1 

Unemployed and looking for part-time work 1 <1 

Unemployed, not looking 5 1 

Disabled and/or unable to work 3 <1 

   

Total  374 100 
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Is s/he currently underemployed?  

[If employed full- or part-time.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 28 16 

No 186 84 

   

Total  214 100 

 

What is his/her occupation?  

[If they are employed full- or part-time, or unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work.] 

222 responses 

 

How long has s/he been unemployed?  

[If they are unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work, or unemployed and not looking 

for work.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than 3 months 1 10 

3-6 months  0 0 

6 months – 1 year 1 11 

1-2 years 2 22 

More than 2 years 6 57 

   

Total  10 100 

 

Is the third adult in your household...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Employed full-time 20 40 

Employed part-time 6 4 

Retired 1 1 

A homemaker 0 0 

A student 46 50 

Unemployed and looking for full-time work 2 1 

Unemployed and looking for part-time work 1 1 

Unemployed, not looking 1 2 

Disabled and/or unable to work 1 1 

   

Total  78 100 
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Is s/he currently underemployed?  

[If employed full- or part-time.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 8 16 

No 16 84 

   

Total  24 100 

 

What is his/her occupation?  

[If they are employed full- or part-time, or unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work.] 

25 responses 

 

How long has s/he been unemployed?  

[If they are unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work, or unemployed and not looking 

for work.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than 3 months 0 0 

3-6 months  1 19 

6 months – 1 year 2 63 

1-2 years 0 0 

More than 2 years 1 19 

   

Total  4 100 

 

Is the fourth adult in your household...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Employed full-time 5 9 

Employed part-time 1 2 

Retired 2 6 

A homemaker 0 0 

A student 13 76 

Unemployed and looking for full-time work 2 3 

Unemployed and looking for part-time work 0 0 

Unemployed, not looking 1 4 

Disabled and/or unable to work 0 0 

   

Total  24 100 
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Is s/he currently underemployed?  

[If employed full- or part-time.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 1 16 

No 5 84 

   

Total  6 100 

 

What is his/her occupation?  

[If they are employed full- or part-time, or unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work.] 

0 responses 

 

How long has s/he been unemployed?  

[If they are unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work, or unemployed and not looking 

for work.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than 3 months 1 21 

3-6 months  0 0 

6 months – 1 year 1 23 

1-2 years 0 0 

More than 2 years 1 55 

   

Total  3 100 

 

Is the fifth adult in your household...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Employed full-time 0 0 

Employed part-time 0 0 

Retired 0 0 

A homemaker 0 0 

A student 1 100 

Unemployed and looking for full-time work 0 0 

Unemployed and looking for part-time work 0 0 

Unemployed, not looking 0 0 

Disabled and/or unable to work 0 0 

   

Total  1 100 
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Is s/he currently underemployed?  

[If employed full- or part-time.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 0 0 

No 0 0 

   

Total  0 0 

 

What is his/her occupation?  

[If they are employed full- or part-time, or unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work.] 

0 responses 

 

How long has s/he been unemployed?  

[If they are unemployed and looking for full- or part-time work, or unemployed and not looking 

for work.] 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than 3 months 0 0 

3-6 months  0 0 

6 months – 1 year 0 0 

1-2 years 0 0 

More than 2 years 0 0 

   

Total  0 0 

 

Do you or anyone in your household currently need vocational counseling or services?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 15 4 

No 502 96 

   

Total  517 100 
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Was your household’s total income in 2012...  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Less than $10,000 9 3 

$10,000 to $14,999 10 1 

$15,000 to $24,999 8 1 

$25,000 to $34,999 20 3 

$35,000 to $49,999 33 6 

$50,000 to $74,999 45 8 

$75,000 to $99,999 40 10 

$100,000 to $149,999 71 12 

$150,000 to $199,999 38 5 

$200,000 or more 58 8 

I prefer not to answer 181 44 

   

Total  513 100 

 

It is important for the Greater Buffalo Jewish community to know approximately how many 

people in the community have such needs in order to provide assistance as best they can.  

Are you or anyone in your household currently receiving any of the following:  

Public Assistance (Cash Benefit) 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 6 1 

No 523 99 

   

Total 529 100 

 

SNAP (Food Stamps) 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 10 3 

No 518 97 

   

Total 528 100 

 

 

Medicaid 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 25 5 

No 502 95 

   

Total 527 100 
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Day Care Assistance 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 5 1 

No 522 99 

   

Total 527 100 

 

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 17 6 

No 509 94 

   

Total 527 100 

 

Medicare 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 229 40 

No 300 60 

   

Total 529 100 

 

Social Security 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 259 43 

No 271 57 

   

Total 530 100 

 

SSI (disability assistance) 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 17 2 

No 506 98 

   

Total 523 100 
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Unemployment benefits 

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 11 1 

No 510 99 

   

Total 521 100 

 

In the past year, did you or anyone in your household ever cut the size of your meals or skip 

meals because there wasn’t enough money for food?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 11 3 

No 523 97 

   

Total  534 100 

 

In the past year, did you or anyone in your household need prescription medications but did not 

get them because you could not afford them?  

Response n Weighted % 

   

Yes 13 2 

No 522 98 

   

Total  535 100 
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Concluding Thoughts  
 

Overall, what do you consider to be the strengths of the Western New York Jewish community?  

502 responses  

 

Overall, what do you consider to be the weaknesses of the Western New York Jewish 

community?  

526 responses 

 

What are the primary reasons for your current level of involvement in the Jewish community of 

Western New York?  

421 responses 
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Paper Survey Invitation 

  
July 15, 2013 

 

Name 

Address  

City, State Zip 

 

 

Dear [Last name] household,, 

 

Over the past several weeks, a team of researchers from the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish 

Studies at Brandeis University has been calling members of the Greater Buffalo Jewish 

community on behalf of the Jewish Federation of Greater Buffalo for an important survey. This 

study aims to provide Jewish community organizations and service providers with useful 

information for policy and planning purposes. 

 

One of our researchers may have already tried calling you, but was either unable to reach you or 

unable to complete an interview with you, as of July 15 (if you have already completed the 

survey, please ignore this letter). We know that you are very busy, but we hope you will still 

complete the enclosed short paper survey.   

 

To begin the survey, just use the attached form. When you have completed the survey, 

please mail it back to us in the pre-paid envelope provided, by July 29. Or, if you would 

prefer to take the survey on-line or over the phone, please contact us at 781-736-2964 or 

email buffalo@brandeis.edu. 

 

This survey is completely voluntary; however, its usefulness is dependent on the honest answers 

and participation from all members of the Greater Buffalo Jewish community. You will not be 

asked to donate money and your information will remain confidential. You must be at least 18 

years old to participate. 

 

We would like to thank you in advance for your participation in this important research. If you 

have any questions regarding the survey, please be in touch. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

 

  

Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies 415 South Street, MS 014 Waltham, MA 02453-2728 

Phone 781-736-2964 Fax 781-736-3929 Buffalo@brandeis.edu 

 

mailto:buffalo@brandeis.edu
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Paper Survey  
 

 

Welcome to Hineini-Count on Me-The 2013 Buffalo Jewish Community Study! Please answer 

the following questions to the best of your ability and send your survey back to us in the 

enclosed pre-paid envelope. 

 

1. Do you live in Western New York for any part of the year? 

o Yes – What is your ZIP code? __________ 

o No – Thank you very much. You do not need to complete the rest of the survey. Please 

send it back to us in the enclosed envelope – we still want to hear from you! 

 

2. Do you or any adult in your household consider themselves to be Jewish? 

o Yes 

o No – Thank you very much. You do not need to complete the rest of the survey. Please 

send it back to us in the enclosed envelope – we still want to hear from you! 
 

3. Please fill in the following information for each adult (age 18 or older) who usually lives in your 

household: 

Adult 

Member of 

Household 

What is his/her 

relationship to 

you? 

 

Age 

 

Gender 

Which denomination of Judaism does s/he 
identify with, if any? 

 

*EXAMPLE* 

 

 

Wife 
 

47 



 Male 
  Female 

Orthodox      Secular/culturally Jewish              

Conservative         Just Jewish      

Reconstructionist  Not Jewish 

Reform 

Other (specify) ____________________ 

Adult #1 Respondent 

(this is you) 
   Male 

  Female

Orthodox     Secular/culturally Jewish              

Conservative         Just Jewish      

Reconstructionist  Not Jewish 

Reform 

Other (specify) ____________________ 

Adult #2     Male 
  Female

Orthodox      Secular/culturally Jewish              

Conservative         Just Jewish      

Reconstructionist  Not Jewish 

Reform 

Other (specify) ____________________ 

Adult #3     Male 

  Female

Orthodox     Secular/culturally Jewish              

Conservative         Just Jewish      

Reconstructionist  Not Jewish 

Reform 

Other (specify) ____________________ 
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Adult #4     Male 

  Female

Orthodox      Secular/culturally Jewish              

Conservative         Just Jewish      

Reconstructionist  Not Jewish 

Reform 

Other (specify) ____________________ 

 

If there are no children age 17 or younger who usually live in your household, please continue 

to question 6.  
 

4. Please fill in the following information about any children (age 17 or younger) who 

usually live in your household (if you have more than four children please describe the 

youngest children using the table below).  

 Example Child 1 Child 2 Child 3 Child 4 

What is his/her 

relationship to you? 
My child 

    

Age 15     

Gender Female     

In the 2012-2013 

school year, what 

grade was this child 

in? 

10
th

 

    

Is this child being 

raised…? 
 Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else 

o Another 

religion 

o No religion 

o Not yet 

decided 

o Not Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else  

o Not yet 

decided 

o Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else 

o Another 

religion 

o No religion 

o Not yet 

decided 

o Not Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else  

o Not yet 

decided 

o Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else 

o Another 

religion 

o No religion 

o Not yet 

decided 

o Not Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else  

o Not yet 

decided 

o Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else 

o Another 

religion 

o No religion 

o Not yet 

decided 

o Not Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else  

o Not yet 

decided 

o Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else 

o Another 

religion 

o No religion 

o Not yet 

decided 

o Not Jewish  

o Jewish and 

something 

else  

o Not yet 

decided 

 

5. Please fill in the following information about up to four children who usually live in 

your household.  

 Example Child 1 Child 2 Child 3 Child 4 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish 

preschool, nursery school, or daycare? 

o Yes 

 No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish day 

school or yeshiva? 
 Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

Has this child ever attended o Yes o Yes o Yes o Yes o Yes 
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supplementary school, Sunday school, or 

Hebrew school? 
 No o No o No o No o No 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish day 

camp? 

 Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

Has this child ever attended a Jewish 

overnight camp? 

o Yes 

 No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

o Yes 

o No 

6. What is the highest level of schooling you have completed? 

o Less than high school diploma       

o High school diploma 

o Some college or technical school    
o Associate or technical degree 
o Bachelor’s degree        

o Master’s degree 

o Doctorate or professional degree 
o Other (please specify): 

________________________________ 

 

7. During grades 1-12, did you ever attend…  

 Yes No 

A supplementary Jewish school, like Hebrew or Sunday school?  o  o  

A full time Jewish day school? o  o  

 

8. While growing up, did you ever…  

 Yes No 

Attend a Jewish day camp? o  o  

Attend a Jewish overnight camp? o  o  

Participate in a Jewish youth group? o  o  

 

9. Do you or anyone in your household currently belong to a synagogue, temple, minyan, 

or High Holy Day congregation in Western New York? 

o No  

o Yes – Please indicate which one/s for how long you have been member(s):  

Congregation name: City:  Years of Membership: 

   

   

 

10. How often do you attend any type of organized Jewish religious services? 

o Never 

o Once or twice a year 

o Every few months 

o About once a month 

o Two or three times a month 

o Once a week or more 

 

11.  How often do you or someone in your household light Shabbat candles on a Friday 

night? 

o Never  

o Sometimes  

o Usually 

o Always 
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12. In a typical year, do you or someone in your household…  

 Yes No 

Attend or hold a Passover seder o  o  

Light Hanukkah candles o  o  

13. Are you or anyone in your household currently a member of the Jewish Community 

Center of Greater Buffalo? 

o Yes (Dues-paying member/s)  

o Yes, we consider ourselves members but do not pay dues 

o No-Please continue to question 15.  

 

14. Which building do you or anyone in your household primarily use as a member(s) of 

the Jewish Community Center of Greater Buffalo?  

o Benderson (Amherst)  

o Holland (City) 

o Both equally  

 

15. In the past year, how often have you or any member(s) of your household attended any 

Jewish programs, events, or activities?  

o Never 

o Once or twice 

o Every few months 

o About once a month 

o Two or three times a month 

o Once a week or more 

 

16. Over the past year, which of the following best describes the charities to which you 

made monetary contributions, other than membership dues?  

o All Jewish 

o Mostly Jewish 

o About equal 

o Mostly non-Jewish 

o All non-Jewish 

o I made no monetary contributions 

 

17. Were you born in Western New York?  

o Yes 

o No – In what year did you move to Western New York?  

 

18. Do you have any plans to move out of Western New York? 

o Yes - When and to where do you plan to move?  

o No 

 

19. Thinking of your residence in Western New York, do you… 

o Own your home 

o Rent your home 
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20. Do you have another home other than your primary residence? 

o Yes- Where is this other residence (City, State)?  

o No  

 

21. Please describe the overall health of all the adults (age 18 or older) in your household: 

Adult Member of 

Household 

Is this person’s health…? 

**EXAMPLE** Excellent      Very good       Good       Fair       Poor  

Respondent 

(this is you) 

Excellent       Very good       Good       Fair       Poor 

Household Adult #2 Excellent       Very good       Good       Fair       Poor 

Household Adult #3 Excellent       Very good       Good       Fair       Poor 

Household Adult #4 Excellent       Very good       Good       Fair       Poor 

 

22. Please describe the overall health of all the children (age 17 or younger) in your 

household (skip this question if there are no children in your household): 

Child Member of 

Household 

Is this person’s health…? 

**EXAMPLE** Excellent       Very good      Good       Fair       Poor  

Household Child #1 Excellent       Very good      Good       Fair       Poor 

Household Child #2 Excellent       Very good      Good       Fair       Poor 

Household Child #3 Excellent       Very good      Good       Fair       Poor 

Household Child #4 Excellent       Very good      Good       Fair       Poor 

 

23. Overall, what do you consider to be the strengths of the Western New York Jewish 

community? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. Overall, what do you consider to be the weaknesses of the Western New York Jewish 

community? 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for completing the survey!  Please mail it back to us in the enclosed pre-paid 

envelope. 
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Appendix C: Comparison to Other Community Studies 
 

In order to contextualize the data presented in this report, it is useful to compare selected measures with those found for similar 

communities. Due to differences in survey methods, question wording, and the timing of the studies, it is not always possible to draw 

direct comparisons across multiple surveys. Nonetheless, several community surveys are presented here for purposes of compari son 

with the present study. Caution should be exercised when making these comparisons, acknowledging that differences from one 

community to the next across time can be attributed to a variety of external factors that are not reflected in this table, including, for 

example, general demographic, cultural, and economic trends. 

 

The first column in Table C1 presents a summary of findings in the current study. The second column presents data derived from the 

American Jewish Population Project, and third column presents national data from the recent Pew Forum report on the American 

Jewish Community. The next two columns compare previous studies of the Buffalo Jewish community. The next section includes 

communities that were selected for inclusion because of their similarity in size to the Greater Buffalo Jewish community. Finally, a 

recent survey of Rochester, NY, is included because of its geographic proximity to Buffalo.  
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Table C1. Comparison Across Community Studies 
 Buffalo Communities of similar size Local 

Community G
re

at
er

 
B

uf
fa

lo
 

E
ri

e 
C

ou
nt

y 

(A
JP

P
) 

U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s 

(P
ew

) 

B
uf

fa
lo

 

E
ri

e 
C

ou
nt

y 

Lo
ui

sv
ill

e 

N
as

hv
ill

e 

T
id

ew
at

er
 

P
al

m
 

S
pr

in
gs

 

R
ic

hm
on

d
 

W
or

ce
st

er
 

R
oc

he
st

er
 

 
   

    
 

   
 

Year of Study 2013 2013 2013 1984 1995 2006 2002 2001 1998 1994 1986 2010 

Community Size 12,050 
3,700-12,000 

JBR adults 6.7 mil 18,185 26,4195 8,307 7,826 10,900 14,000 15,300 13,421 19,850 

Sample Size 680  3,475 800 1,065  640 4,545  628  668  623  500 2,334 

Principal 
Investigator CMJS CMJS/SSRI Pew Forum 

Kenneth 
A. Rogers 

Goldhaber 
Research 

Associates 
Bruce 
Gale 

Yacoubian 
Research 

Ira 
Sheskin 

Jacob B. 
Ukeles 

Ira 
Sheskin 

Gary A. 
Tobin 

Jocelyn 
Goldberg-

Schaible 

 
   

    
 

   
 

Num. of Jewish 
Adults 9,800 

3,700-12,000 
JBR 5.3 mil 79% 21,030 N/A N/A 8,392 N/A 11,512 N/A 

15,044 (age 
20+) 

Num. of Jewish 
Children 2,250  1.8 mil 20% 5,152 N/A N/A 2,508 N/A 3,796 N/A 

4,806  
(to age 19) 

Percent 
Synagogue 
Members 65%  

31% NET, 39% 
JBR6 N/A 36% 81% 83% 58% 27% 45% 60% 65-76% 

Percent JCC 
Members 34%  

Any Jewish Org: 
18% NET, 22% 

JBR N/A N/A N/A 53% 19% N/A 24% 27% 42% 

Percent College 
Graduates 86%  

58% NET, 60% 
JBR 54% 69% N/A 66% 55% 52% 65% 55% 80% 

Percent Donate 
to Federation 67%  

Any Jewish 
donations: 
56% NET, 
67% JBR N/A 34% N/A 81% 51% 37% 42% N/A  71% 

Percent Families 
w/ Children 20%  N/A 42% 47% N/A 38% 33% 13% 35% N/A 43% 

Percent 
Intermarried 21%  

44% NET, 
 36% JBR  9% 25% 37% N/A 43% 19% 34% 16% 17% 

                                                   
5
 As stated on the Berman Jewish Databank website in reference to this study: “Please note that the Data Bank, following a long series of contacts between the 

Federation and Dr. Ira Sheskin, estimates the number of Jewish persons in Buffalo to be 13,000 – in its Current Jewish Population Reports series: Jewish 

Population in the United States: 2011 (as well as in 2010 and in the forthcoming 2012 edition) – and not the 26,000 estimate in the 1995 Study Report, which 

was not unanimously accepted as accurate after its release.” (http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=335) 
6
 Pew Forum distinguishes Jews who identify by religion (JBR) from those who identify as Jewish by other means (Jews of no religion). NET Jews is a 

combination of these two groups. 

http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/details.cfm?StudyID=335
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