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Welcome

Thank you for participating in this ongoing evaloatof theTaglit-Birthright Israel program. Your responses to this survey
will add to information from over 50,000 young JemBOTH participants and those who did not go dripa- collected ove
the past seven years. Even if you did not go onrthgit is very important that we hear from you.

This short survey will take about ten minutes tmptete. The information you provide is highly vaduey Taglit-Birthright
Israel; it helps the organization to learn more abous¢himterested in the program and to more effegtiveplement future
trips.

This research is being conducted by the Cohen €tt&lodern Jewish Studies at Brandeis Universityur answers are
confidential — the only results that will be repattare overall responses from the entire groupsgandents.

Thank you for helping with this important project,

Theodore Sasson, PhD, Leonard Saxe, PhD,
Shahar Hecht, MA, MeLena Hessel, BA (SummerTaglit alum)
Taglit-Birthright Israel Research Team

The survey starts as soon as you click the "Nextton below.

FAQs

Why am | being surveyed even though | didn’t gcadnip?

Didn’t | complete this survey already?

How do | get my deposit back?

| have some criticism about my Birthright experienc

What is the purpose of this survey?

How does this information helpaglit-Birthright Israel?

How do you keep my answers confidential?

How can | get the results of this research?

Will birthright ever be able to see my responses?

What is the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies?

| have an issue with the questions that you aslour survey. Do | have to respond?
| am having technical issues with the survey.

| never gave permission for my email to be usedvida you get my contact information?
Plenty of people complete these things - why shéild

Whom do | contact if | have any other questionsudlbois research?

Introduction

Did you actually go on theTaglit-Birthright I srael trip in winter 2007/8?
(" No. We want to hear from you anyweBlease continue!
" Yes
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Applying

If you did not go, have you applied to go this comig summer?
" No
" Yes

The Trip

How many of the people on your bus were you friendwith before the trip?
" None

(" One or two

(" Three to five

(" More than five

To what extent...

Not A Some- Very

at All Little what Much
Did your bus feel like a group of friends? C C C C
Did your bus feel like a community? C C C C
Were the people on the bus disruptive or distrg€tin C C C C
Did the group atmosphere enhance your experience? C C C

Thinking about this trip, HOW MUCH did you learn about...

Not A Some- Very

at All Little what Much
The Arab-Israeli conflict? C C C C
Israeli culture and lifestyle? C C C C
Modern Israeli history? C C C C
Israel's landscape/natural environment? C C C C
Jewish customs and practices? C C C C
Your own Jewish identity? C C C C
Israeli social problems? C C C C
Jewish history? C C C C

Thinking about your trip's Israeli tour guide ( moreh derech), how much do you AGREE or DISAGREE with the
following statements?

Your Israeli tour guide(s)...

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly

Disagree Agree Agree
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Was politically one-sided

Was knowledgeable

Created a feeling of community on the bus
Was open to concerns and questions
Was friendly

Was boring

Presented a single perspective on religion

~
~
C
C
-~
-~
C

D IO NENO NERS NS NEND BERS

How much did you interact with the Israelis who joned your bus (ifgash)?

3

Not at all
" Alittle

(" Somewhat
" Very much

DO NENO NERO NS NEND BERS
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DS IO B0 EERO BENO BN

Thinking about the Israelis who joined your bus (nifgash), how much do you AGREE or DISAGREE with the

following statements?

My interactions with the Israelis on my bus...

Made me feel connected to my Israeli peers

Helped me learn about the IDF (Israel Defense B)rce

Were an important part of miaglit-Birthright Israel trip

Helped me understand life in Israel

Led to personal connections with individuals
Helped me understand my Jewish identity
Made me aware of what we have in common

Helped me understand the Arab-Israeli conflict

At any time on the trip...

Did you get drunk?

Did others on your bus get drunk?

Did you meet people from other buses?
Did you call someone back home?

Did you get injured?

Did you get sick?

Did you meet any Israeli friends/family?

Did you buy souvenirs or gifts?

Strongly
Disagree

-
-
C
C
C
C
C
C
No
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C

Disagree

D NS BERO BERO BERO HENO RO BRSO

Agree

-~

DO NENO BEEO BENO BERO BRSO

Yes

D IO NS RO BENO BERO BRSO BRSO

Strongly
Agree

e

D IS BERO NS NERO NEED BERS
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More About the Trip

Trip participants have described the trip in many ways.

Overall, for me, the trip felt like...

Not A
at All Little

A fun vacation C C
A learning experience C C
A religious pilgrimage C C
A journey to my Jewish roots C C
Too much for ten days C C
A group Jewish experience C C
A disappointment C C
A life-changing experience C C

How long, if at all, did you extend your trip in Israel?
Not at all

3

(" Less than a week
(" One to two weeks
(" More than two weeks

If you did extend your Israel trip, what did you do?
Did not extend my trip

Visited with family/friends

Participated in a volunteer program
Participated in a study program

Continued to travel in the Middle East/Europe

11T T

Other. Please specifl/:

Since your return from Israel have you been in corgct with...

Never Once
Other participants from your bus? C C
Trip leaders? C C
Israelis who joined your bus? C C
OtherTaglit-Birthright Israel alumni? C C

Twice

D IO IO NS

Did you form a long-term romantic relationship with someone from your trip?

" No
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DS NS NS BRSO BEND BN

3-5
times

DO D
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Very
Much

DS NS NS BRSO BN BN

6 times
or more

C

C
-~
-~
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" Yes

Have you encouraged friends, siblings and others fmarticipate in future Taglit-Birthright I srael trips?
" No

Yes, once or twice

Yes, a few times

Yes, | "talk it up" all the time

DO IS

Thinking About Israel

In the past month how often did you actively seekews about Israel?
" Never

Once

Once a week

Every few days

Once a day

Several times a day

DO IO IO BRe

If someone asked you about the current situation itsrael, how confident do you feel in your abilityto give a good
explanation?

(" Not at all confident
" A little confident

(" Somewhat confident
(" Very confident

Thinking about Israel, how much do you AGREE or DISAGREE with the following statements?

When | think of Israel, | think about Israel as...

S0 Dmagree  Agree Sy
A militaristic society C C C C
A diverse multi-cultural society C C C C
A country riven with internal strife C C C C
A source of pride C C C C
A lively democratic society C C C C
A refuge for persecuted Jews C C C C
A religious fundamentalist society C C C
A technological powerhouse C C C C
An educational and cultural center C C C
A possible future home C C C C

As part of a permanent settlement with the Palestians should Israel be willing to...
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(" Dismantle all of the Jewish settlements in the VBzstk?

(" Dismantle some of the Jewish settlements in thet \Bask?
(" Dismantle none of the Jewish settlements in thet\B'ask?
" Don't know

Have you made any plans to visit Israel?

" No

(" Yes, in the next year

(" Yes, in more than a year from now

Thinking About Israel (continued)

If you do go to Israel, what do you plan to do? (abck all that apply)

| Take a vacation

[ Visit family

| Visit friends

[ Visit Israelis you met on your bumifgash)

[ Go on araglit-Birthright Israel trip

[ Go on an organized travel/touring program
[ Study at an Israeli University

[ Attend a yeshiva or seminary religious study progra
| Go on a volunteer program

[ Work for pay

[ Make aliyah

[ Serve in the Israeli army

[ Other. What?

Your Views

To what extent do you think being Jewish means begna member of ...

Not A Some-
at All Little what
A nationality? C C C
A cultural group? C C C
An ethnic group? C C C
A lifestyle? o C C
A religious group? C C C
A people? C C C
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There are different ways of being Jewish. For you @rsonally, how much does being Jewish involve...

Supporting Jewish organizations?
Remembering the Holocaust?

Celebrating Shabbat?

Viewing Jewish/Israeli films and/or TV shows?
Listening to Jewish/Israeli music?
Volunteering to help those in need?

Reading Jewish/Israeli literature and/or non-ficHo
Attending synagogue?

Caring about Israel?

Engaging in Jewish learning?

Watching Jewish/Israeli theater and/or dance?
Visiting Jewish/Israeli websites and/or blogs?
Countering anti-Semitism?

Working for social justice?

Celebrating Jewish holidays?

How important is each of the following to you perspally in your life?

Not A little

Not

at All

e

7T DY DY DY DY DY DY DY DY Y Y Y N

A

Little

e

7T D DY DY DY DY DY DY DY Y Y Y N

Important Important Important Important

Being Jewish C C
Dating someone Jewish C C
Marrying someone Jewish o C

C C

Raising your children Jewish

To what extent do you...

Feel a connection to Jewish history?
Feel a connection to Israel?
Feel part of a worldwide Jewish community?

Feel a connection to your local Jewish community?

Feel a connection to Jewish traditions and customs?

Feel a connection to your Jewish peers?
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Somewhat Very

C C

C C

C C

C C
Not A

at All Little

C C
C C
C C
C C
C C
C C

Some-

what
C

7T DY DY DY DY DY DY DY DY Y Y Y N

Some-
what

D IO NN EENO BERO
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Very
Much

7T DY DY DY DY DY DY DY DY Y Y Y N

Very
Much

D IO NN EENO BERO
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Jewish Learning

In the next two years do you plan to take any coues specifically focusing on Jewish subjects, such dewish history,
the Holocaust, or Hebrew?

" No
" Yes

Are you taking any such courses this year?
" No
" Yes

Jewish Learning (continued)

Which courses are you taking? (check all that apply
Jewish history

Modern Israel

The Holocaust

Hebrew language

The Arab-Israeli conflict

Hebrew/Jewish literature

Bible/Talmud

Other. Please specifl/:

I B I R A

Activities

In the past three months, were you INVITED by any 6the following organizations to participate in Jewish or Israel
related activities? (check all that apply)

[ Hillel

| Chabad

[ Your local Jewish federation

[ A synagogue

[ Other. Please describ'e:

[ Wasn't contacted by any organization

In the past three months, how often have you ENGAGE in activities sponsored by....

Never Once Twice 3.5 6 times
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times or more
Hillel? o C C C C
Chabad? C C C C C
Your local Jewish federation? C C C C C
A synagogue? C C C C C
Other Jewish organization(s)? C C C C C

If other, please specif)f:

Activities

In the past three months, were you INVITED by any 6the following organizations to participate in Jewish or Israel
related activities? (check all that apply)

Hillel

Chabad

Your local Jewish federation

A synagogue

Taglit-Birthright Israel alumni association
Your trip organizer

Other. Please describle:

Wasn't contacted by any organization

[ L D R O R I

In the past three months, how often have you ENGAGE in activities sponsored by...

Never Once Twice ti?r;gs (?r trim)?z
Hillel? C o C C C
Chabad? C C C C C
Your local Jewish federation? C C C C C
A synagogue? C C C C C
Taglit-Birthright Israel alumni association? C C C C C
Your trip organizer? C C C C C
Other Jewish organization(s)? C C C C C

If other, please specify:

Activities (continued)

In the past three months, in what kind of Jewish ativities did you participate?
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(check all that apply)

I I N A L R R

Israel related activities

Cultural activities

Religious activities

Community service/social justice
Taglit-Birthright Israel reunions or events
Social activities

Jewish learning activities

Other. Please describ|e:

A Little About You

Are you CURRENTLY....?

e

7T DYDY DY Y YN

Not a student

A freshman (1st year)

A sophomore (2nd year)
A junior (3rd year)

A senior (4th year)

Studying for a Master's degree (e.g. MA, MBA, MSM&)
Studying for a Doctoral degree (e.g. PhD, EdD)
Studying for a Professional degree (e.g. MD, JD)

Other student. Please explakn:

How many of your close friends are Jewish?

e

DO IS BRe

None
A few
Half
Most
All

In the past three months, have you dated...?

e

DO IO IO BRe

Only Jews

Mostly Jews

Jews and non-Jews equally
Mostly non-Jews

All non-Jews

Did not date

Do you consider yourself to be...?

e
e
e

Secular/Culturally Jewish
Just Jewish
Reform

PagelC of 14
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Conservative
Reconstructionist
Orthodox

No religion

DO N0 BRO BRD

Other. Please specifl/:

In the past three months, how often have you doneng of the following?

Never Rarely Occasionally Often
Listened to Jewish/Israeli music C C o C
Read Jewish/Israeli literature and/or non-fiction C C C C
Watched Jewish/Israeli theater and/or dance C C C C
Viewed Jewish/Israeli films and/or TV shows C C C C
Visited Jewish/Israeli websites and/or blogs C C C C
Attended a lecture or class on Jewish/Israeli ®pic C C C C
Volunteered to help those in need C C C C
In the past month have you...
Never %2:22' Usually ( evﬁlgﬁ/}vlz ek)

Lit/participated in lighting Shabbat candles? C C C C
Had/attended a special meal on Shabbat? C C C C

Which of the following best describes your currenpractices regarding keeping kosher?
Don't follow kosher rules at all

3

(" Follow some kosher rules like avoiding pork or Hie
(" Keep kosher only at home
(" Keep kosher all the time

How often, if at all, did you attend some type of manized Jewish religious service in the past MONTH
Never

Once

A few times

Weekly

Daily

~

DO IS BRe

This coming Passover will you hold or attend a Sede
" No
" Yes

Your Upbringing and Backgrou
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Were you raised...?
Secular/Culturally Jewish
Just Jewish

Reform

Conservative
Reconstructionist
Orthodox

No religion

DO IO N0 BNO BN O BES!

Other. Please specifl/:

Were your parents born Jewish?

No Yes
Father C C
Mother C C

Are your parents Jewish now?

No Yes
Father C C
Mother C C

Where were your parents born?

Father ] (Click here to choose) L|

Mother ](Click here to choose) L|

Pagel2 of 14

If other, please specify:

Are your parents members of or do they donate to a.(check all that apply)

[ Synagogue?
[ Jewish Community Center?
[ Jewish federation?

[ Other Jewish organization? Please desc}ibe:

During elementary and middle school (grades 1-8) diyou attend...

Full-time Jewish day school?

Part-time Hebrew school that met several times ek®e

Part-time Hebrew school that met once a week?

During high school (grades 9-12) did you attend...

Full-time Jewish high school?

No
C

e

-~

No

Yes

Yes

If yes, number of years

| (Click here to choose) L|

| (Click here to choose) L|

| (Click here to choose) L|

If yes, number of years

| (Click here to choose) L|
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Part-time Hebrew school that met several timesek®e = C |(Click here to choose) L|

Part-time Hebrew school that met once a week? C C |(Click here to choose) L|

During your high school years...

No Yes
Did your household keep kosher? C C
Did someone in your home regularly light Shabbatiées? C C
Did your family celebrate Hanukkah? o C
Did your family hold or attend a Seder? C C

Did you have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah ceremony?
" No
" Yes

Have you ever attended or worked at an overnight aap that had Shabbat services and/or a Jewish eduganal
program?

" No

(" Attended

" Worked

(" Attended and worked

If you were asked to read a text in Hebrew, how mutwould you understand?

(" Don't know Hebrew alphabet at all

(" Can read the letters but not understand the words
(" Some of what | read

" Most of what | read

(" Everything | read

Other Thoughts

dum

® yes

" no

Do you have any additional thoughts about your Jewh identity or Israel?
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Other Thoughts

dum
@ yes
" no

Do you have any other thoughts or comments about yo Jewish identity or your Taglit-Birthright | srael experience?

Thank You!

Thank you for participating in this important surve y!

ltem |

Would you like to receive results of this survey?
" No
" Yes

Please enter the e-mail address you would likeeghelts to be sent t1|>:

If you have any questions abotgglit-Birthright Israel, please visit their Websitgtp://www.birthrightisrael.com

Submit Survey
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